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Nkowa Usoro Edemede Abuo ej
biputa “Echi di ime”

e

I lezie anya n’imelalyrt_rﬂcw‘q Odenigbo nke i ji n’aka ugbu a, |
ga-ahuna ebiputara n‘icuzhl/ ke “Echi di ime: Taa bu gboo,” n’usoro
edemede abuo. Usoro nke mbu bu etu okammuta Chinua Achebe
siri dee nkuzi ya. Usoro nke abuo bu etu ndi okammuta n’asusu
igbo si ede Igbo nke ha na-akpo Igbo izugbe, ma o bu asusu
ozuru-Igbo onir” :

E kpebiri m ka ebiputa “Echi di ime” n’usoro edemede abuo
ndi a iji mee _ka_nd_i Igbo ghqta njem asusu Igbo na{aga— géba(
chere otuto na oganihu ya.

Chinua Achebe ga-¢ji usoro nke o jiri dee “Echi di ime” wee
nye nkuzi Odenigbo. I choo igu ya bu nkuzi n’usoro edemede
Igbo Izugbe sata ebe o di n’akwukwo a.

Ya gazie!

Amarachi A.J.V. Obinna.




'MBEM ODENIGBO -+

Jesq-Qdenigbo, Kristi - Odenigbo "
Nouyere anyi bu umy Igbo
K’anyi jiri afturi na ihunanya

kwiiputa Gi- Nnukw;i_ Qd‘gn;'gpg'ény;_' b -

L tanfess

Chulkowu kenyoye auyjgsisylgbo -
Iji fee ya, ma kwusaa'Ozioma - ..
N’ime Kristi na n’aha Kristi Nwaya. . .

Onye bu Nzoputa nke m_madg I}_ii:_le"_ -

Fav ¥ p -

Ya bu K’anyi suo, guo ma dee Igbo

K’Igbo na Ozigma/debany¢ n’ime anyi

Na-edeputa ezi lﬁ’iﬁﬁurun—ﬁ Kristi "
Odenigbo Nzoputa anyi

Olu Igbo towe Chukwu Nna
" OluIgbo towe Chukwu Nwa

Olu Igbo towe Muo Nso - Chi amamihe

Ugbu a na mgbe ebighi ebi - Amen.

ODENIGRO:
NKUZI QHA NA EZE
OKWU NKQOWA

[

}f: ;‘E’U b £ -

b . ?!.5 ?gf -
ODENIGBO by aha nkuzi oha na eze, nke nc%ﬁqojKatt_)lik di

0’ Owerri Achjdaygsissﬁfwc}"ég r‘nak)éfoﬁto nke Chineke na ezi

e 'iai". . . " s : - . . .
oL M{@g mmuo nd Igbo site n’igbasa 0z10ma, ihe oma, ¢zi omume

o N s

na ezi mmuta n’etiti gha mmadyu nwere m%as; maka asusu Igbo.
The o ji buru “ODENIGBO” d; uzg ano:
T\ahc__‘l;*sv ] -.

1. Enwere gtuty ihe omadj n’ala Igbo nandi nke si n’ala ndi ozo

s BATERR Soh e ol e Aoge igEine e - g esife T

bia, tosiri ado na nnabata n’etify anyi Qkacﬁa n’ihe gbasara

ezi omume na ezi mmufa. Ime ka ihe oma ndi a na-abawdn§a’®
D W st atle, IR TS . A
na-azybanye na-ewu ewn na-akpoty n’etiti ndi Igbo buimeka
ha na-ede-ede. Ya bu, ODENIGBO bl_lf nkuzi na-eme ka ihe

oma na-ede, na-ewu, na-akpohi”

E

Fesirdons

2. Asusu Igbo enwechabeghi ugwu, nsopuru na nkwalite nke o

tosiri inwe n’etiti ndi Igbo Isu, ikowa najtapia ebumnuche ndj ** B
"+ 51gbo jiri asusu Igbo na-eme nke a, nkea bu ihe otutu umy Igbo

echiche umu mma.dl_i. A na-eme nke a, ODEI.\IIGB(‘)ME:;
akpalite mmasi iji asusu Igbo na-eme ihe n’etiti ndj Igbo. Ut -«
na wju di n°asysu Igbo ga na-aputa, : o
Eovnteea :

& e

pdogT

[

4 Nzuko Kristi no n’ala Igbo buotu ebe ejiri asusu Ipho kpc;g
nnukwu ihe. Ya mere asusu Igbo jiri buru isi asusu n’ife
Chineke n’ala Igbo niile. N”ih; onodu ejigfﬁ’éiﬁikﬁi"é’_)ﬂé%xfe
Chukwu na asusy, Nzuko Kristi by Katolik di n’ala Igbo ji

3




nnukwu obi uto na-akwalite asusu Igbo site na-ime ka Ozioma
nke nzoputa nke uwa na nkowa niile di n’ime yana-aga n’ihu
n’asusy Igbo. Ka a na-eme nke a, Jesu Kristi bu onye nzoputa
nke uwa niile ga na-azoputa ndi igbo na njo ha, na—a@puta ihe
oma di n’etiti anyi na-azoputakwa asusu Igbo na Tﬂ%ll %chlch art
nwabekee bute_buum ya. Ebe o na-azoputa ndi Igbo a na-etu
ya: ODENIGBO, EZI ODENIGBO, ODENUWA.

EKPERE NA OLILEANYA °
_ w« P p teela aguu ji na—agu otutu umu Igbo ka e nwee nkuzi oha na
i i “ize ‘chara acha nke a ga na-eme n’asusu Igbo. ODENIGBO bu
' mmejuputa aguu ahu. Ka Chineke, onye amamihe niile si n aka
ya aputa, gozie atumatu nkuzi ODENIGBO. -
- Pl &ns
Aririo anyi na-ario bu ka umu Igbo niile nabata ma kwadokwa
: :egw@ohuru a any1 na—ebgputa bu ODEN'[GBO nkuzi oha na
eze.
Olil¢ anya anyi by, n’ oge na-adighi anya, otutu umu Igbo ga-
eji obi uto na-asy, na-agu, na-ede Igbo, jiri ya na-akwalite mmuta
‘ na nkuzi man ulo mmuta ndi ntakiri man *ulo mmuta ndi nke
: X _!_5;\ — . alg’ u«.a»ﬁ ]
Otrto diiri Chineke n’elu kachaely, n mudodzmmﬁmmadu, ndubcba
na—asoam&wu '

+NDI NLEKQTA ODENIGBO -
Nhazi na nlekota ODENIGBO di n’aka Achbishopu nke Owerri
Achidayosis na ndi o hoputara inyere ya aka. Qbuyanahakao |

diiri jhoputa isiokwu na onye nkuzi ODENIGBO nke afo o bi;la.

OGE O GA-ABU : :

‘A na-eme Odenigbo - nkuzi chana ezen’ onwa Septemba obula.
Ubochi o ga ngadanye bu Satcde nke mbu n’onwa Septemba.

Maka mmalite ya n’afo 1996, ubochi o danyere bu mgbe onwa
itolu gbara abali asaa. (S=5" 5y

Odenigbo - - Nkuzi oha na eze nke afo gara/ga buru Satode mgbe :

4

~onwa Septemba gbara abalj ise. (5 sk )

nke afo aga ab S
ano. ({ o b ! 83 abu Satode mgbe onwa Septemba ghara abal;

Ebe a ga-
ga eme ya by - MarzaAssumpts Cathedral Owerri, p/ '0b v

ODEMG’BONA'AKPO MANWGAA DT ABEN tBo
Seavidn assisFance?
NTUZI AKA _
I choo Ima@ ihe ba: : .
hyere OD L
kﬁ»otu ma 0-bu dega akvmk‘zo n’ebewaBO nkuzi oha na ege

Onye Isi Nhazi, ODENIGBO
VlllaAssumpta Bou’ 85, Owerri,
Imo State, ngena. Tel 083-230- 115.
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besound _ _ O 61_1 eziokwu na Chinua Achebe banyere igu maka ibu
ﬁkOWA BANYERE NDU PROFESQ . dibia Bekee ng mahadum, ma o hapury echiche ibu dibia

. ‘ Bekeetikpuoiign Arts (ya bu igu maka Nka). N’cbd ahu ka

CHINUA ACHEBE 0 norosgu—fé/ nzere B.A. (Hons) n’afo 1953.  <gpu o, é
- Ezenwa Ohaeto Ph.D. T T degree. ' T

| ACHEBE ONYE QRY Feied iis nand

OKWU ITE Odogwu nwoke anyi, pa oru di iche-iche ckweela n’aka.

coar poplis : At 8 %

T*’r,ﬁ'gn & g . e a4 g GJGJF[“;L son he wa s
A I O ruola oru n’oru na Igbo ebe ¢ jiri idi uchiih Oru mara Her
Oha na eze -ekele m unu. . ‘ \

EET S
Co :
: - z ya. ‘A ga-agu ¢l€ ghara olé :
A si na enyi abughi anu ohia mmadu na-asi na o di ka o - Y9 5, 8708u Ple ghara olep
51 T P E
- Ce

Fa be?

ughi e P O jut oru nkuzi malite n’afo 1953 n’obodo Oba. Naani ‘
nwere 1the gmei%fﬁaréL Ifasést‘,leil},abl anya. E:yl; h;'g: z?;nk;luzoi onwa asaa ka o ruru nke a tupu ndi Nigerian Bfoadcasting :
ihe o hury. A {c;’a—ailgta onye ag‘_.lb urf'i a0 bu mmanwy Service akporo ya nye ya orun’afo 1954. O ruru oru a nke
: Odenigpob}egg?ng f}f} Igbo 1ny}-IJ]-ELE' - Ijelé bu nnukwu oma mere € ji zipu ya ka o gaa guo akwukwo n’obodo N
ka any1 na-€ 1P-‘..1ta,ta_‘"‘1,’ kal-l’d Malia taa o bu dike di na Englanc:l. Na nlota ya, e buliri ya n’okwa nke onye[nhazi ' { %5
mmanwu a gg‘;f’ﬁ a@x;ie»fa gm%a?x;uchél A n’etiti aﬁyi, n’obiri qkwﬂ_ng Redi‘c? .E me(:‘hara 0 buruzie onye élalglggta Nige-
~in pevser :mmadu, oka mmuta’dma o Obinna maara ihe o were ya rian Broadcasting Service na mpaghara oWuwWa'anyanwu.
Odepig]q%' gf}%gl Achibishop : » maka nnukwu emume Na 1961, € mere ya onye-isi na Voice of ngena_.'_,lj{:_‘ebe a_
iji kpolatara anyi oke nwanne anyi a m kd o siri gbaa o0so ndy lota n’afo 1966:; mgbe,/njinji jiri 777 o5
Odenigbo nke afo a. jik%”g‘{anyj n’ala Naijiria.
, - ACHEBE Mahadum Naijiria di na Nsuka wee kporo ya nye ya oru
OMUMU NANTOLIT

- e e g D P P
‘Research Fellow’ nke by gsgleme-nchoputd. Q ruru orua 2

o 'ka Isaiah ‘ . i :
N’ubochi iri na isiinke onya Novemba 1930 ka Isa ruo n’afo 1973 mgbe ¢ mere ya Profeso nke English. Biko

: Okafo Achebe na nwunye ya (bu) J anet mi;}:ara nwa ha nke -|"iﬁ5nu/_-§%%roﬂ! |
ii nkenke. Nne na nna ya marala e obi ¥
|

a Al s toputara buru onye € nke Massachusetts di n’Amerika. Otmechara nofozie. na

pye nwa ha nwoke udi a]'na‘ a. Chinua topt o 550050 na M;aéaf_lun_l\ Naijiria di na Nsuka ebe ¢ no na-akuzi ruo mgbe

ji eme omy n’Obo-d?l (')gldléhob%auﬁri ?}ovérﬁnieﬁt College 0Jji aka yajkwusj nkuzi n’afo 1981; ka o wee nwee ike na- winfi,

| Praimar] Skul Ogidi'si el?eafoino gyurikoo ihe ibe ya ji afo 'ede akWUk‘_’V(-_’-_,E}’,e ndl 0z0 Prof Achebe kuzirila gunyere

ﬁ‘ SushreediogUmuahia ebe o meﬂai']];-u o banyere University Colloge Mghadurp ndj digasi na USA dj ka Storrs, .Cpnnectufu;;t{
| o _ ise na-agu. Ozugbo o "r'nara Chinua n’clementiri na Guelph, New York, California ne}kwa na Mahadum di na
| oeien Thadan n’éllf'q 1948. .__Jllll___,mbu tule kwo. Nke Canada, wee rue mgbe 0 zutere the mberede okporo uzo

Wy koleeji bu idi 901;13:‘ lg:;a S(;n;f;a 8 “Kee aji n'ume maka  1'afo 1990. Chi yamu'anya wee luoro ya ogu zota ndu ya.

a mere otu onye 1 jiri §1 oy B . .. _

Tl . : | ebi na Naijiria” -,
¥ bet  na akwukwo nwa gi nwoke ga agu agaghi o8

R b 4




Heated

Any1 wee na-ekele ndi dibia Bekee gworo ya, na awunye
ya Christie Chinwe lekotara ya nke (:)m_a..Ka thnua
*“gbakeré, ndi Bard College nke di Amerika biara rio Prof
Achebe ka o na-akuziri ha ihe. Q bu ebe o siri lota inye
anyi nkuzi Odenigbo nke afo 1999.

PROFACHEBE ODEAKWUKWO
A néghi agutacha akwukwo Prof Achebe derg onu. Ha
juru eju bara abara. Bikonu, ka m kpoputaturu unu ufodu.
Alordews o derela SliARe Thi I Apart-(1958)
Akwukwo o derela gunyere Tbmgs.' Fa{ pa
nnukwu njiri mara ya, nke a tugharirila n’asusy mba uwa
kariri iri_"i'gi—i_'fm'lgq:g;K wenu!!!; No LongerAt Ease (1960),
Arrow of God (1964); A man of the People (1966);
- Anthills of the Savanah (1987). Akwukwo aby’ Prof
Achebe gunyere Beware Soul Brother; Christmas in
Biafra. O dekwara Girls At War; Morning Yet on f’]ma-
tion Day; Hopes and Impediments, Akwukwo ndi Prof

i Ted Achebe hury make/ndezimayha gunyere African Short Sto-

ries; CﬁntemparatyAfﬁcan Stories; Don’t Let him Die;
The Umuahian; Aka Weta, Egwu aguluagy na egwu
edeluede; Africa; The Drum and tbqﬂl.ltg' The _Th)ubk
" .With'M?eﬂ'a@dg@ Dika anyi s;ﬂ@akwukwo (_)hl:lg_il
" ndi Chinua dekwara ga-aputa oge na-adighi anya. O di
egwu: Ekele diri Chukwu. ]

o o heperard®pitle
PROFACHEBE NAO \YE AKARANZERE
Mba dj iche iche di n’uwa etool;fPrgf Achebe maka

0 0 dere. Mahadum iri abug na asaa enyela ya
akwukwo o dere. im iri m . Y
onyinye akara nzere Dokita iji kwanyere ya ugwu. Na
Naijiria, Mahadum Ibadan, Port Harcourt, Ife na Nsuka

el N edonTA RS

enyela ya, ya bu nzere dokita. 'Na mba ofesi, ufodu

mahadum nyere Prof Achebe Nzere Dokita gunyere Hz:x}rard,
8

City University New York, na New Brunswick di na Canada.

Open University nke Kent di n’England, Georgetown di
na .Washington, Westfield di na Massachusetts na ndi
0z0gasi nyechara ya nzere dokita. A guwachaa ha ony, o
ot " €hvrmerate. IR
ga-erikwu oge. :

Prof Achebe Na N chikgta Umy Mmady.

Prof Achebe by ezigho nna n’ezinaulo ya. Umu ya
nwechara nkwado ya wee guputachaa akwukwo na
Mahadum di iche iche. Ya ng nwunye ya ebizuola afo iri
ato na asato n’obiuto. _

Ka Chinua si achj ezi na ulo ya bu ka o si elekota ohd na
eze. O bu ya bidoro otu ndi Nigerian Authors; o l;iquwg_m
Jonal a na-akpo Okike, Uwa ndf Igbo na j_kgﬁﬁjﬁgg&
a na-akpo Affican Comumentary. O butula Pro-Chancellor
na onyeisi Kansul Anambra State University of Science and
Technology, burukwa President Gereral Ogidi Town Up-
ion. Nke a putara na 0 chiala ezi na ulo ya, chia obodo ya,
chia ndi ode akwukwo ibe ya wee chiakwa ndi Mahadum.

Ndi be anyi, onye a na-acho nwere ihe o na-eme!! Prof -
dee emee!

B8 wrhe s S‘qua ¥ Someidus %\‘:he"}?ves
. i

Prof Achebe abgghj naani nwoke ¢ ji aga mba na nwoke
Igbo ji eme onuy, o bukwa nwoke aha yana-ewu ewun’uwa
niile. 4 o2 ~

A kpohaa “] hings Fall Apart, No Longer at Ease na Ar-
row of God, onye obulaamarala aka kwere nkwa ndj a,(isi
sepu i o

~ United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) weere Prof

fAchebe ka o burd 681 Haekwiry ha okwu n’ihe gbasara

ahuike na@Biré}mmadu D’uwa. A si na onye tara odudu bexn’

ga-any mmj?i,_ya mere e jiri 119ye ya ihg nrita Margaret Wrong




1961; Jack Campbell Prize n’afo 1964; Onyeisioche Nl{?};
tional Guidance Committee n’afo 1969}_ CqmmgnWeLa :
Poetry Prize n’afo 1972; Honorary Fellow nke Mo ern 132_
guage Association nke Amerika n’afo 1975 ; Nigerian o
tional Merit Award na Officer of the ‘Federal Repli ic
1979; Fellow of the Royal Society of .therat.ure nke or:;l
don n’afo 1981; Fellow American Aca_den}y of Art; 95;513
Letters;iOsé'fé%onyeis'ioche Peoples Rg@empt%on Party .

Ndi be anyi,[nrita) Prof Achebe karirj akari. ]

Tbe anyi, unu ahuna n’eziokwu na Pfgf Achebe nwann '
anyi, bu nwoke aha ya n-ewu éwu n 1’1wa!. o

Chaal! Igho mmamma nu!! 7‘4.7»54»':, blessing

Memorial Prize n’éfo 1959; Nigerian Natio%ili;rggyhy n’afo

s - ) R a a_ B
Onye a uwa niile na-eto, 0 bu ymunrie na umunna ya g

agbachi nkiti? Mba-nu! Igbo kwenu!
Kesp quied J
i)ﬁlj(l-l.l Mk‘p?;;!lta Brivaing oY s
! yELe R N sefs i
[}mimﬁe m onye anyi na-_%:jf;g k’anyi nuy olu ya ug?uha
bu"cjj ‘akuko edu uwa, 0ji edemede e%l?uho uzo, 0ji echiche

aze asYeayf

\"]ip];'.}{l(zjl l11111‘-}uhg€m; na ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ:{g‘u na-ario nna anyi Acl:gbl_shgp ka

o jiri aka ya kpopytara anyi okammuyta anyi a, a ma,ama
n’uwa, bu ezi nwaafo Igbo.o jere mba o’f'em kpo far:
ka o topee ngwugwu echiche nke Odenigbo 1999:

ot P ﬁ

s

Tbe anyi- k’odee - ¢ - wigho! [/, ;.

&
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Iotara anyi -

ECHI DI IME:
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o
Far=®"

Ndi-Igbo, ekenem uny! Ndi-Igbo, uny ga()i;i Olu bu agbataobi

unu gadilm;u—o! Igbo no n’uno na igbo pulu ije, fa nme\gmadlslo?\

.o - 4 _Jr{ B P . —7( e
Ebe nwa anona, nya puta yla. QOrajnateze, ekenem unu! Nzetnas?

020, ekenem! Nke onye chili, nya zely!.
 Archbishop Obina, ka nkenc gi nke akamkpa maka anukwy
ugwu inyely n’iroputain ka mbuly odee,Odenigho 1999,

Alo gi nandi-otu gi'tuputalu wee bido Od nigho Lectures maly

To vty

mme. rinne. Afa unu bal’ya di mma[nfméjltmlﬁa_lﬁdel ka ugo
belu n’oji; enenekata ugo, enenebe 0ji. Etua ka Odenigbo si di
n’anyam - ife na-ewu ewu, na ofy akuky, ife edelu n’igho na akyku
nke 0z9. Ekpelem bu 1;210 ﬁdfgalkwukwo n’igbo si n”onody ngwulo

ono n’ya kita, kunie, setia, kpaba ike.
Ubosi Archbishop Obinna i} Owerri, g
. 2

shat 4 lespards
baa agu-nasaa, gwue
mmili-nasaa, we bata ebe m’zolu na ofu obele obodo anakpg

Annandale, New York, obi mapulum. Mwe sig odikwo mma,
Osim welu oso weIs'ije na Igbo no na-echem na Owem' Archdio-
cese ka m’gwa fa okwy, Igbo kwenu! Kwezuenu! Unu ga-adi.
“Archbishop Obinna amago na Chinua Achebe ejiro Igbo ngf;_%;g:f !
£8Wu, na asim na Igbo no na-eche, na 1@31_1“ na agamabialili.
S00s0 uche na-echem bu na ife m’ji bia‘;::irr_ngka;c_l_gjgkala ife unu ga

n’atu anya n’akam. Egwu n’atum bu na m’nggoiu na nnukwu

oche unu ga-akwadebelum na vkwum ga-efekolu n’enu. Mwe

na-ayo ka unu welum ety m’ra. Elotalum ubosi ofy oyim dugalum

ndi na-edozi moto, we gwa onyeisi fa onye m’bu. Owe s oyim:
11
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Ogwusia fu? Nke ozo dik’ya bulu ubosi m’pukwulu ofu okenye

oyim n’Ogidi, owe gwa onye nyan’ya no onye m’bu, owe tie na

anu na-ewu ewu ada-gju ykpa. Obu mak’yakamji y© unu, bikonu

welum oke m’ra.
Aro iteghete-na-uma gal’agaka mpul’ijea analgwﬁoro akwado

~ pa obodo-oylbo na America, we nodu afugh ani Igbo anya buna

ofu mkpulu ubos1 Ewu na—eSukwonu osusoo kama aji ekwero
ka-amaly. Mana ife na-agba ayi ume-1iu Na TwWUnyem na umu
ayi - bu ekpele ayi maalu na unu na-ekpel’ayi.

Q"{)u Archbishop Obinna bu onye loputalu ka akpoo okwu
m’ga-ekwu ta Eche df ime. Mwe neneb’ye nenesia fu na odabalu
nke oma, kama ka m’kponyel’ya aka, mezier’ya; ka o ghalu ikwu
s00s’ya, makana ife kwuly soos’ja oyl 'ﬁtwbue nya. Kpataluna
ife kwuly, ife akwudeb’ye; obunadi na ife kvmdebel’ye bu 50050

medet

ife-opu oyi n’onu, Kpatalu na ajo-ife na-enwero atu na ayi na-

L T
bare.

akpo ya ajo ife-na-onu-oto! Ry
Mwe choba ife nyana cclu ga-akwy we fu na achoter’ya aka, aka

na obu taa ayi no nim ’ya. Mwe golie we si nwokem Obinna:
kedu maka Echi d1 ime Taa by gboo? Osim na-odi mma. Ayi we

kua nya stamp.
Onwero onye @ obuna uche di n’afo na- -amaro na echi di nmukwu

mkpa. Echi nine, ma onye choo 1kpozu ya afa ya, di omimi, di

" egwu makana Chukwu enyero ayi amamife ga-agwa ayi etu ayi

na ife ga-esije ubosi di n’iru.

Onwelu nnukwu mmanwu na-aputa na Ogidi ka nnam di na
nwata. [fe eji mal’ya buajuju onadi na-aju ndi okenye ma fan’ya
kenesia: '

“Ne-em anya n’isi ka jgwam nke kanu: ife m’bu n’iru isim,

12

ka”. gwugwu na,ngulegw‘i‘i; nke din’azu

ajuju ewee za si: Nna-ay1
r

@\_AJE '&?‘

Mmanwu akwachaj
o wu achaiia amu, wee kenee gi, si gi:
mimadu si ene, wee fu uzo etu mmadu si
Mana obulun "inelum anyaku 1sJetu mmoo si

“Inego anya
afu. Uta adiroh g,

£ .
n’iry ene, m’ifun
ka. Nyaka mmoo_]l si na Nkiruka!” ’ anke di

Nkiruka by uzo o
20 a kwu
ekpe na (;f'c';a;l n ﬁa’s{ﬁfnkm © lags ,]-3 1di ime. EkPEIe ayi na-
* 0 ER
nke di n’iry ghah‘l“ el <2 echi mua na aru-ike na ndokv%a ka
ofs p Cl a n’afufy, kama ka oka na ezi ife na afiyli.
€ndi CMS na-ekwe eb
Site na ike nke Jesy ¢ madu anlu na-asi:
Ogadimma
Ayl n’atu anya na echi
Ogad1 mma.

Nnayifa ebee ﬁke fai
chafu, si Ozoemenat -
ka ana-ekpe, ofu ofo ka ana-asy, 12/ Mana obu ofu ekpele

Ajujum “cholu ka ayi jua onwe.- -ayi bu nke
8a-neme wee neche ife echi ga- -
ckpe ekpele. Mana onye nwun
akwukwo-ekpele nodeb’ e

ye ututy, efifie
ekpe ojee choba 1fe aga na anyasi. _Okpeeka 10ga-

s ‘C_]l je llHO—OgWu
omuy ked fog na-acho ife oga-e
UgwWo -~ azu asa aga_ejl te Ofe nsala ¢ g Jl ne

a: Onwely ife ayj
amu? Ayi ga-eji okwukwe na-
yie di ime- -omumuy ama-

Etua ka
ama odili ayi nine mgbe ayi na-ckwu na echi dj me. Ayi
eche ka orua. A

y! ga-
nacmety aka wee na-eche, Makana Baibul
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achili aka nabo wunye na mpata na-
apua, choba ife ayi ga-



gwal’ayi na okwukwe, maobu ekpele na-enwero olu melu gini?
wu! (James 1%°). - .
NWI?:; Z?u d:i ngiche n’iche: olu aka, olu o:)i,b Qlt;lzc::]c;lil:hza 111;;
o-ga. N *cholu ka ayi tinye anya tata bu oy .
z;(i? ;glile-kzliejvantinﬁ echiche maka onodu na-ejuro alf(_) ;c‘]::l;
ncha asysu Igbo 1o n’ya tata. Ewelu Qn'(.}du Igbo tgn.ye 1_; ]'m;em
Yoruba,.magbu Hausa na Nigeria, na Africa, nauwa nlze, i.fele na
afa ozo ayi nwelu ike ikpo nke Igbo na-aburo QI;Q u1 e
anye;fn;nili. How are the mighty fallen! I.(edu kalg o;; . ej_i
iga n’iru n’uwa nine ga-esizi etua dachigha azu na.l ef a.;l.ua
amalumba - asusu fa? Ife otytu mmadu ga-azama ai])uafaa glja 1311 -
bu na. ymu Igbo na-agbaso ife ndi oyibo, uwa wee gba |
. u, nke fa n”abu Igbo. .
ow]t;: : jta, ndi Igbo na-asi ka eje jlli-l ase, na ifea ?i:a:r(_;[ a:i;
Obu nyabu ase ka m’nayo unu ka ayi:)ndc; el]::;i E:ltlag ]bl.; z;lkowlu
am’ unu na gnwero dibia maobu afa otaly
::er::tft‘:.a igbo ekenem unu! Echi di ime, ma-na taa by E::io.aﬁl
Qby eziockwu na oge agaparigo ayi; obu 'ez1_’c nzll S?l(‘: a]im;l
agv&-ius.i na ocnwa one-na-oﬂe di n’iru dika Qnal. éy:]: 1:,1; :ll .
ndi a:yi na fa bidolu oso agbafelusigo. Mana _1t1 a o
ikikele-eze anﬁa,-enyezili ayi aka n’uzo obuna. Soos&; i .
bu ichoputa ife mel’ayi, ebe mmili 1.19 maba ay:l. dh./[;g e ayl
nkea ogadili ayi ofele ilopyta ife ayi ga-emen 9 1n1r1_'1.n0 e
| Ka mgwazia unu ife by uchem maka nsogbua ayi n9 ni

i i ofu .
taa. Obidolu ogu aro ise gal’aga mgbe ndi C. M. 5. ziputaly o]

Lolobia ukochukwu anakpo T. J. Dennis ka osqnyelu ndi na-
0 ‘ kac
Z";a Ozioma na Onitsha. Dennis lutelu Onitsha na aro 1894 we
z -

o _ .
banye n’olundi CMS bidolu na am Igbo na aro 1857. Nyabun
N 14

uka CMS anogo belu-ito 1’ oguaronabo mgbe nwokea by Dennis
jibiainyely fa aka.

Dennis by mmady Ozioma Jisus nd—am_l oku n’obi, bulukwa

- onye ike-olu di rinne. Ezinyuno osi puta na obodo c;yibo aburo
ndi nwely aka, nke mely ka Dennis ghaly igusi akwukwo ife bu
uch’ye. Mana fa bu ndi n’agba mbo, buly ndi na-esochi uzo Kraist
anya.

Amulu Dennis na 1869. Ubosi odi oru aro dam ka owely
onw’ye nye ndi CMS maka oly ighasa ozioma na Africa. Ng;
CMS we nal’ya, zua ya aro ino na college ndi ukochukwu, chie
ya deacon na 1893, zipu ya Freetown Sierra Leone, ebe onolu
ofu aro tupu ojebe Onitsha na 1894, _ _

Dennis amaro asusu Igbo mgbe obialu Onitsha mana od’ya
rakpa rinne imut’ya. Mana ife okwuly ka ofu aro gasili bu na
enwero ike ghota ofu nikpulu okwu nime ogu-abua-n’ili

v’ okwuchukwu ekwulu n’Igbo. Tkekwo na ololu na nya zoraa
ukwu 0’Onithsa ﬁya asuba Igbo ka ndi

nya

-'We ani; omaro na Igbo
aburg egwu achi utaba n’aka “}el’agba._ Mana Dennis aburo dibia
akpotalu ka ochua mmoo, mmoo biazili chuba,

Oft ife di nralevwn mkpa n'oly igbasa Ozioma by itinye Bajbul
na akwukwo ndi ozo $0’ye n’asusu ndi an’ezi ozi. Ndi Niger
Mission (dika e si akpo ndi CMS n’Onitsha na mby) ebidogo
nwayg-ﬁwayg n’glua. Onye bidolu plua bu nwoke anakpo J. C.
Taylor ke nya na Crowther yi bia Onitsha na 1857, Taqur bu
otiye Sierra Leone matiann’ye na nn’ya bu ndi Igbo agbalu n’oru.
Taylor amaro Igbo ofuma oge obialy Onitsha mana obu onye Igbo

3 mmoo nya. Ife ozo nyel’ye aka bu_ha onwelu nwoke onye

Sierra Leone ozo anakpo Jonas nke n’asul'Igbo ofuma so Crowther
' 15
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na Taylor wee bia.
Obuy Taylor ka aga-asi tolu nto-ani uka CMS n *Onitsha. Obu

akwukwo one-na-one na Agba-Ofuu otinyelu n’Igbo ka Niger
Miss-ion ji aka uka mgbe Dennis bialn Onit.sha na 1891.1.. .
Owero Dennis otuty oge iji kwu na ntapi Taylor ta,pl,h ada afl;:‘c_s
mal%i ifi-..na omasirg oyibo ofuma.  Mana nkea bu k’obulu ife
okwulu. Ife Dennis na-acho bu ka nya-n’onw’ye bulu onye ga-
i Bai *asusu Igbo.
amgiizizl}s?;iisbeinis di ike olu rinne. Ovlvee ke’e aji n.’un]:e
banye imeghali, magbui gbazi, (dika osi chee) ife ufoc.h: n(;h 1mn1_;
ﬁaelu Ka oneme nkea ka onatapikwa akwukwo ndi fodulu .
Baibul. Oluen’aro 1910 ndi na-ebi Baibul n’obodo-oyibo weiul
Agba-Ofun zulu ezun’onu Onitsha; ife akpol’yan onu qub:l, : 1;
Niger Ibo New Testament. Ayi lota na-obu s00s0 e,u'o isii g f._r; -
ka Dennis zolu ukwu n’ani Igbo ¢ 1gh ofu mkpul’okewu, aylz gb
ekweta na nyabu nwoke bu oku na-agba @ ozala. Mana nkeakabuy
_tmbido. Onyemgbanu obu, Depnis wemeAgba—Of:hle , tapia, zipu,
' ebie, weputa, 1906! Na ezie Dennis bu onye-qlglfa-?gjt)a. -
Obﬁlu na akuko Dennis jedebelu ebea asca ayl n'aju ta, a °
ayi zulu n°atu, akadigh mkpa. Mana Dennis yili nwanyi Ugwuoba
asilina on’ebioka ede ochili ukwu nabo wuin’oky, maobu n:anyl
Asaba asili na nw’ya amaka, osi n’ya adika awuya aru. Obuy aru
‘Dennis wuly Igbo kaIgbonon ukpoko nya tata. .
Dennis choputalu na Igbo n’asun’ onu-n’onu, wee fu olu ¢zo -
oga-alu. Mana Igbo amago, eri uwatuwa, na mba n’ as; n kc;:a
n’onu. Mba ana-ekwu aburokwo Hausa magbu Yoruba, e
akuku Igbo ndi ozo. Mban’asyn *onu mana ndikwaa ul;wa ai
fa amago ife gby. Mana Dennis aghotaro obele amamifea
! 16

Onu di iche-iche Igbo n’ asu we bido chube Dennis ula, Kedu
ife aga-eme asusua bu Igbo ka owee bulu ezigbo ngwa-olu aga-
¢ji gbasa ozioma Kraist na ani Igbo nine? Ife oloputaly bu ka nya
kpokota mmadu one-na-one site na Bonny, na Onitsha, na Unwana
(Afikpo) na Owerri ka fa nodu n’Egbu Owerri cheputa Igbo ofiny
na-ama-aby nke onye obuna iche, ma-bylu nke fa nine n’ofu -
nya.bu Union Igbo, Igbo njiko-aka.

Etum’si ako akukoa, ikekwo unu ana-elona obu 50050 Dennis

no na CMS na Niger Mission. Ndi 020 1o, ma ndi-ocha ma ndi-
oji. Onye-isi CMS na Onitsha bu Archdeacon Dobinson, onye
nogolu ani Igbo otuty aro; Ukochukwu Smith na Basden, Miss
- Wamer onye bidolu Saint Monica, yno akwukwo izizi umunwanyi

na ani Igbo, na ndi 0z0-ga. Ndi-oji nokwuye ma ka ayi rapugodu
fa makana oburo fa nwe uka. Kedu ife ndi-gcha ndi ozo lolu
maka alo Dennis na-aty maka Union Igbo. Onye dika Basden
bidolu gboo kwube na oworokw’ ya anya; nke ona-ewo Miss
Warner na Smith. Mana nkea enyero Dennis nsogbu, turnadl ebe
onye-isi kpatakpata bu Bishop Tugwell bi na Lagos kwadolu
Dennis. Mana obulugodu na bishop akwadoro Dennis, Chukwu
kwadol’ ye, etu uch’ye si gw’ya.

Anam elo na ofu ife kasi ndi 0z nine oji di ndi CMS mkpa
ikwado union Igbo bu na oka ofele inwe ofu Bajbul madu nine
n’agu kalia-ma inwe ito maoby ino. Ogadikwu onu-ani na ego.
Owolum anya na oburo odiniru magbu oganiru asusu Igbo ka fa
na-¢lo mak’ya.

Ofungadaba CMS dina Bonny anakpo Niger Delta Pastorate

(NDP) na onye-isi fa bu diokpala Crowther ekwenyero na ntapj

Baibul ana-eme na Onitsha. Fa we bido tapiba nke fa n’onu
17



Isuama. Dennis na Bishop Tugwell na-akwado ya we bido igba
fa mgba okpulu site n’ijekwu ndi na-ebi Bajbul si fa chelugodu ka
anosia nzuko ndi uka di iche-iche ndi NDP, ndi Methodist, ndi
Presbyterian, na ndi Qua Ibo - na-agbasa Ozi-gma na-akuku Igbo
nine. Akpolhi nzukoa na August 1904 mana Dennis enwero ike
inatalu Onitsha mak’ya. Ndi nzuko wee kwekolitana ntapi Baibul
n’onu Onitsha nakwa n’onu Isuama bu ife di mma. Mana Dennis

s: ani-nnam—fa-ji—ugwc_)-eﬁ ga-
sina ogabalum uly n’odiniry,

- Aro 1913 kwesili ka an
Dennis raly mmili ng.
na-ebi Bajbul na Lond
ion Igbo Bible. Man

abata nalum asusum fikwaa, wusg
. Ed . 2

yl.'na-elot’ya dika ubosi Archdeacon
ama asusu Igbo ta. Oby na arp af, ka ndi
0n weputaly onye-okika-agba anak.po Un

a okwu ebero na ebe-afu -
T : -afi. : .t
uju: kedy ebe ndi Igbo no? Kedy onye ‘nwe v Odimkoa o

akago aru nke nnukwu kita; obulugo ekwusie-ma-ono ghia-obata- '
Keduy ebeAnyaegbunam-onye izizi echili ukoc

ekwughalia. Na 1905 okpolu nzuko 0zo na Asaba; kpachapu
anya na nkwado ya, funa Bishop Tugwell n’onw’ye ga-abia, nodu

_akWa ewu né-ata?
hukwuna ani Igbo

[

n’isioche.

Ife nine galu dika Dennis si kwadobe. Obu ezie na oburo ndi
nine no na nzuko Asaba kwenyezulu n’ife Dennis nakwado, mana
fa gbazili nkiti makana ndi ka r’onu-ogu kwunyelu Dennis.

Ebe Dennis ropytaly iji me isi-onodu by Egbu Owerri. Olue

fa nwe ozi-oma, |
N .

o .a 0 19.]8 G.T. Basden by ode-akwukwo ndj CM

itsha zisaly ajuju maka Union Igbo B LKW S na On-

. ble, iji mata i :
na Oktoba 1906 orapy Onitsha gaba Egbu ebe nya nandi nenyel’ya : CMS - n‘:h ocha, ndi ukochukwy ndi Igbo, ndj We::?;?:sni;iu
‘ . Dika

aka bidolu itinye Baibul na asusu okpolu Unipn Igbo nke Denmnis ehalu ajuju afu . K
nwely nchekwube na ndi Igbo ga-asu na odi-n’iru. Ife Dennis o “Of the native clergy th;z ;d]re --- Kam kwue
melu bu ojee n’ofu akuku Igbo weta ofu okwu, ojee 0’ akuku 0z0° _ ered_, --- The reason why the Native cler " oungest an-
welu okwu neso ya, ojee n’ebe nke ito weta nke neso. Akuku ito 1s that they are afraid 1o state their opinion & have n:)t answered
fa nekwasili anya kalisia bu Onitsha, Bonny na Unwana maka > On paper”.
na-enwego mbido itapi Baibul n’onu ndia.

. . . a
Acholum ka onye obuna ghota na abiarom ebea ikoto Dennis buro Basden, kama emelili asusy [

N. . r gbo.
1€ aro nine anagbagha unjop

ma-obu olu ya. Ife m’cholu itogboly unu by na asusu aburo igwe
uzu ga-ewelu tinye n’oku, weputa kuzibe ma-obu kugoba etu
sol’ya. Asusu dinso, di omimi, di egwu. Odi ndu, na-eku ume.
Obu ya bu ife kewaputaly mmaduy na.ora anumany. Nya

kewaputalu ndi na ibe fa; mba na agbataobi fa. Nyaka onye-obia : _ 4
18 adiro Dennis mkpa. Mana Basden ghotaly




“Bible reading becomes a burde_g, rather than a duty and a pleas-
ure... One cannot find Lancashire, Devonshire, Cornish and
Somerset dialects mixed up in our Bible. Why should such a sys-
tem be inflicted upon a poor, uneducated people....”

Rapuzia ma ndi Igbo fa bu “poor uneducated people” ma fa
aburo. Bzi-okwu di na ife Basden na-ekwu bu na ife Dennis ji

asusu Igbo me bu afynene - Onwéro ebe ozo emenul’ye. Odi
mkpa rinne na ayi nine ghotalu nkea ofuma - na ife emelu na
asusu Igbo na 1913 bu afunene..

‘Ndi na-aghotarg ife ana-ekwu na-¢ji baibyl Yoruba, ma-obu
baibul Efik ama aty. Fa na-ajusi: Kedu ife Yoruba ga-eji nwe ofu
baibul ma Igbo enwero ike? Oziza ajujua di ofele Yoruba nwelu
ofu béi_bul makana onye no n’isi ozioma na Yoruba bu Samuel
Adjayi Crowther, bu nwa-afo Yoruba. Owee tinye aka rolu ofu

onu Yoruba na etiti onu di iche iche. Onu Crowther roputaly bu
nke Oyo. Gekwanum nti ofuma. Crowther ejero mubagodu
Yoruba aro ise maobu isii, ojero kpoo nzuko ofu onye Ijebu, ofu
onye Lagos, ofu onye Owo, ofu onye Ogbomosho na ndi ozo na-
asu onu di iche-iche na ani Yoruba, si fa wetaba ofu okwu, ofu
' okwu ka ewe kee okwu ofuy fa nine gana-aghota. Crowther maaty
n’ime mmo ya na asusy aburg aka-melu, nke onabu ngwo-ngwé,
ebute atui. | - _ | _

Ife Dennis mefiely, maobu yzo ojefielu aburo icho ofu onu
Igbo aga-etinye baibul n’ya, kama obu ngala nanneni onye gbia
batalu mba ra ka Igbo si fa na ginaonwegi bu gzg-'asgsg-bialu
ikpulu fa asysy ofuy ka mma kalia ife fa na-asy, nke nna fa suly,
na nna-nna fa uwatuwa. | | -

Onwero ife obuna m’gutalu magby mutaly maka Dennis na-
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- 0fo-ogoli na ndj amakekwu di be ndj
- Dye fammanya oku, si fabaa, mesue

2 jO 1 uon
gWwam na obu ajo mmadu. Obu nnukwu dike n"olu, bul '
it bule onye ji

obi va nine big ; .
ya nine bia inyely ndi Igbo aka, kpoly nwin
yanwoke na nwanne yanwanyi b ot Ye¥ana nwamme

Dennis ineda ndi Igbo anya
odely maka Igbo:

vibiaoly afu. Mana nkea anapuro
maobu inenj asusu fa. Gee ntj .iff;
“Our transiationa] difficulties were tw,

s Py 0-10ld, viz, firstl ; thos
o dlg‘c;venjy of the I.gbo language, and SC'COHng Suc;
P Zeﬂces of dialect The former are, of course
o ‘ﬁb]cdg . 14 character, and are common not op} o

. but also, many of, them, i

. to all
(Church Missfonary Review 1912) wHbartarons rsuases”

Okwu n’abo na ; '
; -amani enu, na-aj )
barbarous. ’ uonwe fa aka by
asusu ndi Asusu Igbo enwero aky-n’uba; odaly ﬁgoveﬁyolfa
ol lanﬁZl_lI'() azu, ndi dlk 0 Ud, U L ubiam. Obu
Gwaziam A a anuofia na-enwegh
nsopui » 01y ji echiche di etua wee biakwute asg thc_)tz-a._
.(1)31,1 U Na-emeso ya, ka 0ga-gji mkpali? USy 0ga-¢ji
kwua ab : '
oyibo na oji +1© 50950 Dennis ka ometuly. Ometyty mmekoli
Y120 na o site na mgbe ochie. Ogy aro linise (nys .
A 0yibo ji S na okeorimili ma-aligogg oy e )

igota ofu- :
ukwu na en-ani Africs, Ag 5% oft-nag-ylewy, ofu-nzo-
tulu mma, kpulu oky n’ omu.

ha fa bu abia enwero aty. Obu egbe

Oyibo an |
uro nygbg Ogu na onwefa, kama f3 nyoputalu ndj

L) ) ) n 1 ‘
-0J1i, bunye fa ngwa-agha,
g . obodo; fa nwude ma nwoke

Imy aegolu. Afiaorawebi

ido etua,

y o 1
nwayo-nw. - i
O-nwayo, na ebu na-abaml, kwa-ubosi, kwa-aro we 1
C 0- ue na

] u - ku’. g . . . .

ma nee ka ire-n, i
o a anya di

o



e . aii
! Lozie maka ogu-aro-ilinise! Ogu Biafra mmaj
ya: gLy

ayi ka anusil’ -

mmaji, ogu-mmaji-ise! One hundred times. . e
fi ’ ‘eh.lAfrica aburo ife anakolu mmadu. Ony-e na- . f 1.

S i {ké nya jee nenee ka anya di atani na-atuly

aru nwuylu enwe sil
' . . .
enﬁ (i)kl};xzioma ji bialute Ani Igbo na 1857 ndi Igbo arrltarqm
. - ; 1 a, ha
egfa Afufu ebeebe edebego fa elegh-wenata. Ndi oc o
W - . - ) ] !
:lliuku nke fa, akporo Igbo ife gbuna maka ifi aro-kwulu-aro 0.),; ”

) ’ ) g - a
ji .d" 1 azuli afia oru. Oburo na nkiti ka ofu ikenye na 1t(3111 .sk
At ko ga-abi nya ama-abiazl ka

i ga-abia uwa 0z0 na ny |

e afu kwulu si na nya ga-ab | o
o adu, na nya ga-abia dika okwute. Kedu lfe,QZQ mmadu g
mmadu, - :
anu we malu na ubosi adiro mma na A?:n Igbo? N

bbulu na onodu Igbo di njo etua, ay1 ga-ata ndi wetaly k i

‘maka nneni fa i i adiro na nkuz
2hi fa ji bia? Uta diya bu na nnenl adire
maka nnéni fa ji bia? |
- ist: nke 0zo bu naaka oyibo din’ife debelg Ighona (‘)l’l?dl:l ono -
= ,b éo;iu . na njeghalim na obodo ndi ocha, a‘]L_l_]l_l- ndi guk u
alo;vulvj[gl<:\a\re 1:J:n:la ’aju bu: obibia ozioma bialy Africa, odl mma ka
0 -ajubu: Q : .
i njo? ‘A'ujua bu mkpakana. Etu m’si aza ya bu n'a ozlc_;r—lr-ia,
z(iili njg ' ya 21 d.i meilu mma nke ukwu. Mana ozioma bialu Africa
aafa , Talu
aburo sooso ya di na akpa eji weta ya. o menia el
‘N;:reni oyibo nelili ndi oji di na ofu akpa afu. Qb e me
ka Dennis loo na nya bu chi ga-ekelu Igbo asusu ofuu; lo
aDen )

bo AI'OChu.kWU amaro ifefa na-ekwu mgbe fa silinaumon lg

- - .
g i 1 -
. - - 11 H i

1 -asi na afa
Onitsha balu Dennis bu Qzojili-ogwe. Ndi Igbo na-asi i
abalu mmadu na-achoje ya. | | _
A1 .'u om aJuJua mbu: Kedu ebe ndi Igbo no oge ifea nine na
- - - - -
Jug! |

®Me; mwee za sina fano kama na onu elure fa n’okwu. Mana
nya bu aziza ejusiro afo. Okwesili ka ayi neb’ya anya ofuma
malu ife ayi nwely ike imuta maka tata na echi.

Nwata anwu
gbah_l na-

agbalu ijiji oso. Obu ezie na onu eluro ndi Igbo n’okwu
na mbido uka be fa, mana onwely ety onye onu ﬁa—elurg n’okwu
ga-esi debe irn, mmadu ncha amalyu ozigbo na 05010 n’ife ana-
ekwn. Ndi Igbo akwgkgrg onu gosi na fa‘ésprc_)- Ufodu gosili,
ufodu egosiroo. Ndi ocha no na akuku Igbo di iche iche aﬁa.r(_)
oge n"iyi_iji okwua kewaba Igbo: Onitsha, Owerri, Isuama, Bende,
Arochukwu, wee gabazia Ajuju kwesili ka dyi Jua onweayi maka
tata na echi bu nkea: Kedu ife oji adili aylofele inu ogu-
ogu mbubo-ede, rapu agha nke bu agha no n’eziama?
Ndi CMS meghely Awka College maka izu ndi nkuzi na mbido
senchuria. Na aro 1919 ofy nwoke kwadolu Dennis ene-anya-
n’azu, j efu juandi college afu ife fa loln. Etu nwokes si kwu, fa
melu vote nke gosili na mady ili-na-iteghete kwadolu union Bajbul,
ebe ili-na-ise na-akwadoro. Nwokea si na British and Foreign
Bible Society na London wee bia. Vote ndi Awkanyelu ya mukwu
afiuli. Ma gee nti ife nwokea anakpo Banfield kwuly na report
ya maka ndi Igbo ndi na-akwadoro union Bible: “You know as
well as T do that the native has little stability of his own and moves
and thinks as his superiors do.” Kedu ife ayi kpolu ya? Nnenj/
Mana ife m’choly jlutu aka bu echiche umu-kole; ga-
Ozioma na amamife na am Igbo. Ife ofun’ime fa
bu:

ime-uno,

agbasa

gwalu Banfield
“It would be good for us to learn to read the Union Bible and

then we can be understood wherever we are stationed.” Nwata

nwokea no na Awka College, mana omaro na Awka na-

n’akyky Igbo nine, na-ejegh mugodu asusy ofuu anakpo
23

apu ije

unicn?
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Omarg na nna-nnem anakpo Iloegbunam, bu nne-uzu, puly ije na
Okigwe, nua nwanyi ebe afu muta umu. Ojelu mu union Igbo
tupu osi Awka puba ije? Atarom nwanyi Ogidi sili na akwukwo
dika onye gukat’ya, ogupue akpa nzuzu! Ka ayi bezia okwu
Dennis na ebea. Omerago. Sooso ife ayi nwelu ike ime kita bu
idinaata akan’eze na’asi: “odika nya bulu mgba, ka agbanwee”,
Onwely nghotafie ibua maobu ito ana-enwe maka union Bai_blill-
Nke mbu bu na ndi Yoruba nwéh_l union Baibul fa nine na-agu.
Nkea bu nnukwu nghotafie. Ife Bishop Crowther melu bu iwelu
ofu dialect (onu) Yoruba ana-asu na Oyo ka obulu asusu Baibul
na igbasa ozioma. Qjero tinkaba Ijebu na Ibadan na Owo na Akure
na Ogbomosho na ndi 0zo ka owe nweta union Yoruba. Oweelu
onu di ndu, ana-asu asu; onu nwelu be. Onye choo ima mak’ya,
ojee be ya jua. '
Nghotafie nke ibua by ilo na ife Dennis melu na Igbo bu ife
asusu na-emely onwe fa ma arapu fa. D. Westerman deluna 1929
na ife Dennis mely Igbo bu ife umu-obele asusy Europe ji aka fa
mely onwe fa mgbe gboo. Sooso ife di iche bu na nke Dennis
melu “was done by one person within a definite time, and not by
slow and natural development.” Dr Westerman nwelu otutu nzele
akwukwo, keduzi ka osi agwa ayi na onwero ife di iche na etiti
osisi di ndu na nke kpolu nku? Nezie amamife na nzuzu bI_i
agbataobi! A
Archdeacon T. J. Denttis nwulu na orimili na 1917 ka nya na
nwunye ya na-ana izu jke na etiti agha German nke izizi. Dika
m’si kwu na mbu, afurom’ya ajo mmadu. Kama nwoke sili ike na
okwukwe ka obu. Olu obialu ilu na ani Igbo wolu ya anya ofuma.
‘Otufuro oge obunawe zoba na oly afi ka dimkpa. Mana nnéni ojisodo
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asusu Igbo, nandi nwe asysu afu, dubaly ya n’imebs ifo
0 i .
Iburo 30050 Dennis by ntupo-a. Fa julu-eju baly-abalu by ndj by ya,

Ofu nwoke na-ewu ewny na .
wa nine an, .
philosopher, th akpo Albert Schweitzer -

" , eologian, musician, medical missionary - no agwo

g 1‘ 0ya, na kwa agbasa 0zioma na Gabon mgbe Dennis. no Dé-l
nits ' -

1tsha na Egbu Owerri, K olu Schweitzer g putaka ife enyely

nyere Siria nzoputa; nwoke ahu by kwa dike nke bu dimkpa
obu m?ye ckpenta (2 Kings 5:1). Nameni ndj ana-;ewegalu ’om'a
oma di ka nﬁ_lpt_) ekpenta na ary ndi-oz; Chineke. Omelui nlj .
mee nka; obu nka bulu nke ozo, mz 0ji ninenj bata, ;
Akuko Dennis na unjop Baibul bulum nnukwy jfe n’wute 17
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asusu fa. Ochoziali ime ebele, okpokoba nzuko mmadu one-na-
on;s i.?a eweputa okwu ofuu di iche iche. Onye nuzia ka akpolu
ifenwa mahadum, jua keduy ife obuy, asi ya na odika obiaro nzuko
'enwelg na March! |
.Biko gbaghalunum. Achorom imejo onye obuna. Aka ayina-
ebifieli taa bu ifea melu ayi gboo. Onwero onye uta diili.

Ife n&ekalisili nsogbu bu ikyzili wmuaka Igbo n’yng-akwukwo.
Ayi esigo union Igbo baa central, si ebe afu puta baa st‘andard.
Mana ife na-ebenu na-ebelili. Maka gim? Maka Dennis. Obu
iwu Dennis julu ayi isi. Twu Dennis bu na mmadu nine ga-asulili
-ma-obu delili ofu onu Igbo, nya lie nku, tie mmili!

Ife okwua ji sie ajo ike bu na ndi cholu nkuzi @1‘11‘(_) umuaka,
kama ndi nkuzi na-onwe-fa. Unu ga-elota ndi nkuzi ana-azu na
Awkana 1919 ndi kwulu na union Igbo ga-abalu fa ulu ma fa lue na
“station” fa. Amarom ma-obu $00som na-aru onu nwa-DC n’onu
ndinkuzia. Sooso ife fa na-nelo bu ife ga-eme ka olu fa dinfe.

Ofu ife m’cholu ka ayi nu, ghota ofuma bu na ofu m:m-adl_l,
ama-ka-ora, ada-etili asusu iwu. Qgu-madu-ise enwero ike inye
asusu od;a, osokwo ya ka 1si fa na-emetu enu-igwe. Asusu IIW'.SII}
owalé ;)si aga. Oge ufodu owo ayi anya; oge-ufodu ogbagwojue
Ellyi anya. Onye welu anya ike sobe asusy, ofunaii ya kpam-kpam.

Ife na-eme n’yng -akwukwo kita bu inapu umuaka ufodu Igbo
fa na-asu be nne fa na nna fa. Nkea bu nnukwu ajo ife n’enwero
atu; ajo-ife-na—onu—gtq- Keduzi onye ibu iga-¢ji si nwa mmadu
na. asusu amunyelu ya n’ya esorozi; na oga-echefu ya, suba nke
ndi na‘-ef;o-gzg—Denﬂis weputalu? Nwata dezia £z, asi ya kagbue, dee
ha _

Odim ka ayi agupusigo akpa nzuzu. Mana taa kabu gboo.
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Obu ezie na otufy 0ge agafenarigo ayi, ka ayi kee nkwucha, gbabido
itufu ogu aro ise 020. Maka na agadi nwanyi daa nda ada naabo,
agua ife obu n’ukpa ony. Agbaa mbu, otua n’ogwe; agbaa abo
Otua n’ogwe, (_)Bylu ogwe ka ayi na-apili aku.

Ndi na-akuzi Igbo ga-anokoo tua alo ety fa ga-esi ghanwee
nkuzi asusu Igbo ka obulu ife afiuli, rapy iby ibu alo, Oge umuaka
ayi disi obele, anam-elota ety jru fa g ekewapu ka‘anwg ma m’si
fabiaka m’kolu fa akuko iro. Tfe ndi na-akuzi Igbo ganagba mbo
iweputa n’iru umuaka bu anyanwu-a di nime obj fa. Ife Dennis
03 umu-azy ya wetalu Igbo bu aluhm na—agbachi.iru-a:nya;an
dika ochichii,

Asusu nwata putaly uwa nuba by asusy chie, etu afa chie s
bulu afa ubosi amuly ya. Oyibo na-akpo ya “mother tongue” -
Onu nne. Inapu nwata onu nne ya no odu ka inapuy ya ala nne ya,
isepu ya otiu na ala.

Ufodu na otu ndi kwelu na aga-eme madu nine ka fa suba,
debe standard Igbo ekwugo si na ife kpatalu Chinua Achebe ji
emegide standard Igbo bu na gburo asysu Ogidi ka-eji mee stand-
ard. Kamzaa fa n’iru Igbo nine ebea taa. Achorom ka ewely,

Unu ghotalu ife m’na-ekwu? Asilim na achoromka e-wely! Unu

. maonye bue? E bundi oke education, ndi umu-azy Dennis, ndj

na-elo na asusy by engineering. Asusu bu onyinye Chukwn.

Achorom inapu onye obuna nke ya; achoromka e napum nkem.

Ikekwo ufody ana-elo na Chinua Achebe afuro Igbo nanya etu

osi fiy Ogidi. Nkea bu asi, ugha, ashi! Onye na-afuro Igbo nanya

bu onye weelu mma-oge na-egbusisi nganaba ya nine. Afulum

Igbo nanya, fu Ogidi nanya. _
Ekpelem bu ka ayi zuputa igwe ndi-oly ga-eji asusu ayl donite
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n’iru umy mmadu anyanwu-ututy Chukwu tinyelu n’obi fa, site
na ide-akwn_lkyvq amamife na nchoputa di iche-iche, na akwukwo
egwu, na akuko-ani na akuko iro, abu-akwa ma-gbu abu gma,
nke gboo na nke-ofuy.

Ndi na-acho ka ayi nine suba ofu onu na-ekwu na.oge adirozi
iche asusu Igbo ka owelu aka ya kwue ife ga-abu standard. Mana
fa na-elozo na obu icho standard ka Dennis ji ﬂye ayi union Igbo,
nke mutalu central Igbo nke mutaly standard. Tme mgbanu kita
enyerosi aka. Odi ka okokpolo putalu ula ofu-mbosi sika achobalu
yanwynye nke-ta-nke-echi, ona-elo na nwanyi by akwaa-ekobe?
Unyafu agago, ka ayi welu nkenke oge fodulu taa gbazie onweayi
iga niru ma chi foo. 3 -

Kedu ife m’gagwa unu maka onodu Igbo na Nigeria unu na-
amaroQ makaliam? Ka m’sikene na akuku lachaba nya bu ofe di
oku.” Ebo nine na mba nine nwelu ife ¢ji malu fa, nya by ife ndi
0z0 ji malu fa. Mana nke kasi mkpa bu ife ndi ji maly onwe, fa.

Obuly na enwely ike ichigha azu na history je jua ndi ocha ndi
zuly afia oru na Africa kedu ife fa loly maka ndi Igbo, fa ga-asi gi
gbabakwo, na fa ada-ekwe ekwe, na kama onye Igbo ga-abu oru,
odaba mili. Nyabu na fa abaro ulu obuna. Fa ga-agwa gi na
onwely ofu oge ndi esi n’ugbo-mmili kpogota na enu-ani na South
Carolina, chi ghalu azu - fa nine, ma nwoke, ma nwanyi, ma nwata,
ma okenye - chighalu azuka fara, banye na orimili, naa ego ejigo
fa n’iyi. Afa anakpo ebe njinjia jili bu Ibo-Landing, we lue ta.
Onwely aby-akwa ndi ojii America ana-akpo Walking in the Wa-

fer; ana-abuy lue ta, maka ifea melu mgbe gboo.
Irapu Ibo Landing gbagota nwantinti na historykwusi 0Qgu-aro
ili gal’aga, iga-afy nwoke anakpo Ekweano, onye Iseke na Orlu
28

Division (dika munonwem si choputa) adooly na agha ka odi aro
ili-na-ofu, welu ya tuba mgbele na West Indies, na Ainerica, ma
n’enu-ani ma n’ugbo-mili, wee lue na-obulu okolobia. Oji igba

mbo ndi Igbo kuzielu onwe ya akwukwo, luta ego oji gbalu onwe

yan’oru, wee dee akwukwo wulu ewu na aro 1789, kpo ya The'

Anteresting Narrative of the I ife of Olaudz Bquiano, or Gustavus

Vassa, the African, Written by Himself:

 Ekweano bu onye Igbo izizi delu akwukwo iji gwa uwa na
nya esiro n’ofia puta, na nya bu nwa-amadi afia oru kpulu na
‘apiti. Onye Igbo obuna kwesili igu akwukwo Bkweano. Ariize
ndi na-ebi akwukwo onye obuna nwelu ike igota yata. Akwukwo
a bu uno-aku ife mmuta maka Igbo na oyibo na umu-mmadu..
Otuty ife Ekweanu delu ga-emety onye r(_)bl._ma na-obi; man-a
onwero nke gafeh;‘ afiyli onwelu mgbe ogbaputalu.onwe ya na
onodu oru, wee ba- awuni enu, na-ebe: “¥am my own master!”
ogu aru ili tupu Martin Luther King, Jr ebe “Free at last!”.

Ife m’ji ekwn udi okwua buna akuko ufodu n’nyly banyelu ife
na-emenaani Igbo gosilim na ndi be-anyi ufody amaro, ma-gby
na fa elozogo, ife eji maly Igbo. Mwe si ka m’kolu unu ma-obl.z
Iotalu unu. Ndi Igbo achoro onye fa ga-akpo, nnamukwu 1;::a:-
obu master. Igbo achoro onye ga-agba fa oni; onye ga-eji fame
boy-boy. Qbuly na onye Igbo afy onwe ya na onodu oru ma-oby
boy-boy, ogananu, na-agbani ka-osi na ya puta, nwelu onwe ya.
Kedyzi ubosi ayi mutalu na nwoke bizuly uno ga-arapy be ya
jebe Abuja igu egwu na eze gadi ndu rue mgbe ebigh ebi?

Unu ma ife by na Igbo enwero eze? Oburokwonu na Igbo
amarg ife ana-akpo eze. Lotana Igbo na Benin gbalu agbata—obi,.
na Oba n’lduu julu akuko iro ndi Igbo. Lota na Igalla na Igbo
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gbalu agbata-obi na akuku nke ozo. ‘

Na Igbo enwero eze abia-buro na onye Igbo achoro ibu eze.
Onye Igbo obuna ifuly cholu ibu eze; mana ochoro ka onye ozo
bulu eze ka nyanwa nodu n’okpulu onye aﬁ_;. Nya ka Igbo ji si
“Odi mma, onye obuna nabazia be ya, je chibe eze na ngwulu be
ya’ Ndi anthropology ada-abiakebe ani Igbo imu maka fa, makana
igbo rﬁaah; ife ndi-afu maalu. Mana onwelu ofu onye America
jelu Onitsha je mua omenani fa ogy-are-nabo gal’aga. Akwukwo

odely maka ife ochoputalu okpolu ya The King in Every Man. §

Onwero ife ana-ekwu maka ndi Igbo dabalu kalia nke-a. Kedu
ubosi ayi mutazili na onwero onye Igbo di mma ichi Nigeria, na-
obu s00s0 ndi mba ozo ka eze kwesili?

Kedu ubosi ndi Igbo choputalu na ife di Nigeria mma bu ochichi
- aka-ike, ochichi ndi obi di na-azu? Mu na ofu enyim, onye be
anyi, na-alulita uka Banyélu ya n’oge na-etero aka, na bem na
America. Ife enyim na-ekwu bu na democracy aburo maka ayi,
na ife ayi cholu by “a strong man” di ka Abacha, onye ndi ocha
gana-aty egwu. M’si ya biko ekwuzinaa! Ogea ka ojizi kwue
nke bu nke. Osim na ya aghotaro ife m’na-ckwu. Qbuzikwom
delu Things Fall Apart. Okonkwo obyro “a strong man”, oburo
- udi mmadu ndi Igbo na-eweputa ka ochia fa? |

Ifea biazia ka oliem gnu, mana oliro makana oburo izizi m’nafu
onye ghotafielu Things Fall Apart. Otutu aro gal’aga ofu scholar
si Germany bia ifum. Ajuju ojulum abusiro ajuju; kama oby igwam
etu ife si kwyly: Osim ma Okonkwo obu representative ndi Igbo?
M’wee si ya na-obu, mana oburo-o ifea we gbakasia nwokea isi;
ofgzia nya ma nya babalum mba. M mubazia amu nime obim
maka na aghotalum nsogbu m’tinyelu nwoke-a nime ya; nwoke
desigotu thesis ya na Okonkwo bu representative ndi Igbo, biazia
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ka onata confirmation, mwe na-ekponyélu yaajana gairi! |

Echiche ndi Igbo ada-ese na-enu mmili; odi omimi rinne. Oburu
egwu achi utaba n’aka agba. Enyim onye Igho biaty bem aghotaro
onodu Okonkwo, onye-oke mmuta si Germany bia bem, aghotaro
ya. Mana, nke ka nke, bu na Okonkwo na-onwe-ya aghotakwuro

- Okonkwo sili ike, di uchu, na-agba mbo, na-ekwu eziokwu,
kpata aky, chie echichi. Fa nine bu ife Igbo kwuln ka ana-eme.
Oburo s00s0 na-okwulu etua, okwulu ya n’onu uda. Okonkwo
wee nu, wee mebe. Mana onwelu ife ozo Igbo takwunyelu ayi na
nti. Qsina ife kwuly, ife akwudebe ya; ayi wenata akana egbena
mma, ayi akotona oja na ogene na aja-mbene na izu umunwanyi
na ndi obi nlo Okonkwo anuro ozia ezili na obele onu. Umuofia
wee gbakuta ya azy mbosi ofijili ukwu minye n’oku.

Igbo na-akuzi na nwoke ada-esi eziama nwoke ibe ya anaba.
Nkea bu ezigbo nkuzi. Mana onye ghotafie nkuzia, onwelu ike
na-elo na madu nine ra, na onyinye di iche Chukwu na-enye.
Obodo ana-elo etua enwero iga-n’iru. _

Onye na-asi na democracy adiro Igbo mma aghotaro Igbo nke
onaghota democracy. Ndi Igbo na-achi onwe fa n’obodo n’obodo,
Onwee ife di mkpa ka obodo kwue, amaa egugo, umu-nwoke
nine onu fugolu n’okwu agarube n’ilo obodo; ekwue okwu afu
n’iru ora. Ndi Igbo ada-eziga “representative’- onye ga-ekwulu
faonu fa. Owolu anya na ifea Igbo na-eme mgbe-ghoono odu ka
isi mbido democracy, maobu nna democracy. Ayi enwero ike si
ka ayi chigha, sobe uzo ndi gboo makana obyrozi 50050 ayi nwe
obodo ayi. Mana ama-cji maka nkea si na democracy kalili ayi,
maobuy nyili ayi. Kama alo ayi gana-atu, na-atusi ike, bu etuayi’
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ga-esi muta iroputa ndi ozi gana-ejel’ayi uno-nzuko-etiti di iche
iche, na-elewu ony ayi nezie ma fa lue ebe afu. Mgbe politics in-
dependence na-ebido na Nigeria ofu nwata-okolobia- ona-enwu
oku n’obi jelu Awka ime campaign maka ibanye House of As-
sembly. Oge afy, udi okwu eji eme politics aka-amalurg otutu
mmadu ary. Nwata okolobia bialu ije ezisizia oz agha-na-ogu oji
bia--etu aga-m chy ndi ocha gkpa-delelem, welu okwa fa kesaaly
umu ayi — ofu agadi nwoke wee jua nya ajujua: Tka nwaunu jije,
obudi ndi-ala ka acholu n’ya, ka obu ndi anya dolu?

Ife di ayi mkpa tata bu ochichi ndi anya dohy. Ayi achoro ochichi
ndi ofoogoli. Oby ezie na afufu na aguu di n’obodo ayi ta. Mana
- obun’oge di etuaka obodo.ji adaba na onya ndi ofoogoli. Nya
bu kaayi kee nkwycha n’iroputa ndi ayi ga-ezipu ka fa bi;h_l anya
ayi nantiayi. Onye (:;i'gogoli.amg-abg anyana nti ayi, kama gbulu
afo ayi, na-eli ma nke ya ma nke ayi. Ode-akwukwo Chinweizu
ji udi mmadu-a tunyelu oke mmanwu eji udo adochigha azy,

putazili n’ilo chusasia umu okolobia na-gjide ya; egwu wee di!

Oge m’di pa ezigbo nwata onwelu ofu dimkpa n’obodo ayi
na-ewu ewn. Otopuly mmadu, di mma anya, maly na-ekwu okwu,
mana ona-eme aka nabo. Kama na oda-eme ya na ani-uno; ona-
ejepu ejepu. Ife ona-eme bu na etiti mgbaachi, mgbe mmadu nine
jebesili ugbo, obaa obodo ayi na fa ghalu agbataobi bulu ewu
naba. Omekatazia, ndi obodo-a wee kwadebelu ya. Obiazia
bulukwa ka-osi ebu, okolobia isato puta, gaa nya okilikili, welu
ntu six inches kunye ya n’isi, rapu ya; ogbaluzia onwu-onwu
naputa, dachie uzo. _ o | _

Ndi nwe nwoke-a jee bulu ya, dozisia, doba ya odu etu esi eme

oge-afu, wely okpu mmee kpube ya n’isi, gwa ndi obodo na.
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onwulu onwu chi ya. Ewee gbaba uno onwu, gbakatazia, ntu di
nwokea nubuly, dika oga-asi nyanodu ebea eme gini, wee gbaa
ka-tim, gbalu okpu-mmee tupu n’ogbo. Ndi bialu ung-onwy,
onye gbatazia ogbaghaa ibe ya.

Akyko-a aburo ezi akuko, mana ife m’ji koo nya bu ka ayi lota
na ofoogoli aburo ife ofuu, Nke 0zo0, na obu mmady nwe ofoogoli;
na umunna na-ekpuchi ajo-ife nwa fa na-eme na-ana o ge fan’iyi,
maka na-ejiro obu-aka ekpuchi afo ime, )

Ofoogoli di na politics ayi bu ndi obodo fa ka odili igwa umuy
fa okwu, tupu ajo ife agbaa fum, chiputa mady nine okpa ezi.
Adamekwu na onwero isj na fa na-aga ofuma na ani Igbo. Otutu
ife di, mmadu nwely ike isi na fa ha—aga ofuma. Etu Dr. Alex
Ekwueme si wely ife galy na nroputa president, gosili omume
nwa-amadi. Politics nke obughim na ist gjide, all or nothing, bu
ife ana-afu na obodo anamarg ife, obodo ndi aguy, obodo ndi
amakckwi}. :

Ka ayi rapukene obughim-na-isi-ejide, jikoo aka bunite Ani
Igbo, ka ona-egbukepu dika ona-edo n’gwi;wa-anyanwu.

© Chinua Achebe 1999,

EKELE
Otutu 1he mkwjum banyere oru T.J. Dennis
n’Onitsha, si n’akwukwo ohuru John Goodchild
dere no na mbépyta nke 0 kporo “Dennis and the
Ibo Bible”. A nam ekele ya maka enyemaka nkea.
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