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“Aghbogh¢ tojue, ¢ Woro pja ma eriri nma’.

. -"E.zi,-n'a glg na-esi mmypo. MmyQ ngu jupy-
tara p'ebe nile. A na-ere mmady kwa zv, Umu

- ajadu myry adighj ezu oke, p'ihi na vty dj o’ohia

by anye ghota ¢ ghoro, Ya mere pa ymy ajadu'my-
ty adighi ¢ soro ndj 9zQ pyo n'ezi ama igwuri egwu.
~ lhe a by ike zuru obodo nile ¢ny n’ihi na

) ﬁwok‘e_ adighi ego agugo skakpo mgbe o hyry onye

~ ji'ngu wee na-agho ose.

“Ajsdu gbuyla na-agha mbci W8 Q 5Qro ya me @

‘soghi ya, iwere onwe ya na ymy ya nye ndj ogara- ..

nya, na arysj ma ikwu na ibe ha, n’ihi na ooye

choro ka ¢ gbotachaa ihe ykpaka 'ya mirj n'ely,
adighi es1 n'sbe o siri rigoro wee ridata.
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; ‘gsbury,” bu w’ohija .¢’bute atunye: Eji mmady eli-

‘Ndi ahy npa-eleta ha anya, . na-echedo ha dika
okuko . ma-echedo ymu ya, ka egbe ghara iburu
ha, ma ndi ahu adighj ataru ume ndy, na ndj oke-

© pye kwuru pa onys goro 0go n’ule ngwere adighi
aghara iny gbata gbata, 0’ Ibl na nee ya ]ldere m by

ube a tyry nlafo.

Ihe ize ndy wee jupyta’ nebc nile. Ori ad;ghl‘

Qtutu n’ihi. na aka dee onye ori ma anya ahyzila

‘ya." -Uka. efubeghj n’ala Igbo, ulo akwukwo abughi

kwa ihe mmadu pa-argta na nro. - Omenala na ikpe-
re’ arysj juputara -n’ebe nile. A na-etufu, nwata

obuyla jiri ykwy puta n'afp nne ya. Ndi A’kakpqr

na-akporo nwata obyla buru yzo pue. eze . elu,

; na-egbu umu euma, ma kporo Bne ha tuoro ya ulq

n tha

- Il ozu ndj toro afo bu. 1thbQ ha. nagu ka ha
na udele nwee nzuko, ma ili ndi ekpenta na kitikpa

.....

ozu. -lhe -Qjoo nile ndia- adighi ekwe mmady eme
‘the soro ha n’ihi na onye ¢ nwe euwe adighi eows
ihe.

Uwe adlgh;, mwa ¢ bLnE,hl akwa owywa ndi okeﬂyc
na-awara, na nwaiwa ndi nwanyi na-ekedo n’ukwu,

Ndl pwere akwa ogo-enwe-ute bu ndi ggaranya..

Mgbc ahy,- agbogho ¢obuyla na-agba ¢to. Agbo-
gho tojue, OWOro nja na elulu na jigida, see nka-
si-ala, tee uhie, dee uri, word owuru nukwu kpue

isi-ag, weg gbam ‘oto na-&je ebe nile ' Ndi nwokc_
- na-enweghi akwa Qwuwa na-ewere aji mere akwa

gwuwa.
The ndia nile emeghi ha ihere n'ihi na onye na-

. amaghi. ihe di ka onye isi a na-edu edu. Ha ama-

'ghi pa o nweré yzo ¢zo mmady’ ga-es; ‘mee- ndy

ka ¢ 190 uto, ma ¢ bughi izukgqta n’ogwe nsQ d1

n’ezi ama na-efo ifo, na-ako ony, na-ake akuko

wee na-agbakwa mgba, .
Ulo ikpe adighi, n’ihi na ¢ bu dike na-achi,

‘¢ bu ya' nani ka nsopuru diiri, n 'ihi na ndi okenye

na-ekwu si na egbenu adjghj emesi ike n ‘ebe egbeau

karjri ya nQ, n’ihi na onye kariri mmaduy kariri chi ya.
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The e ji amata ndj dara ggaranya by ndj nwee -
re ukwu akwy -na gkwa dj otyty, na ndj nwere ubi
~akpu na ala ngwo n’iyi o
{Jlo mmady nile na-aty by ulo-2ju, na. ylo aka-
" nya:  Qtpiy wio ndja na-adj gburu-gburu, mia nwee
oty ‘oghere ‘mmady Si abanye n’ime ha. Oche adj..
ghi aba yba nimé glo. - Q by ibe osisi, mgbo, ibe
-aky - bekee na ikpo a ‘mara ama ka'e ji-anody sla.
' The ndj mmady pa-aly by igbu. azy, igbu ugbo,
jkph ezi na ewu na atyry, ime dibja afa na dibja
~ aja, na pke ahjhia ‘ogwy. Nanj ibhe dimkpa na-
- eche by etu ¢ ga-esi nweta ego wee .chie ¢zQ; mee
0zo - ulo, buo amanwily, na Iye awanyj, n’ibi pa
nwoke emeghj ka ibe ya, ‘¢ bury onye mmuo.
Ego e’ji azu ahja n’oge ahy by ego ayoro; va
. na jgbanwerita: jbu ahja, dika onye choro jzury ji .
" hu onye choro izyry -utaba, ¢ byry na ha nweri-
“tara ihe 'ibs ba choro, ha agbanwerjta ngwa abja
.ha" - . . - Y . ) :
Abia mgbanwe adighj agazi nke oma, n’ihi na
- mgbe ufody, mmady ji ngwa ahja adighj ahy onvye
_ya na ya ga-agbanwerita ngwa ahja. Mgbé ufody,
‘ndi nwere enya ukwu na-achQ ‘imegbu ibe ha, ba
ewee sj 'kama ite mmanya ga-esere Qg0 na Qo

~ okwu, ite mmanya aly.waa n’yzQ.

- Umuy-nwanyj na-eji peteli- na jkpaachi.na jigida,
- aka igala, elulu, vhie, uri na ¢du ha na-agba n’aka
, eme ihe ekike.- " Ndj -okenye nwoke ma-anya akpa
nwa-chi. nyado akpukpe ha, dee nzu n’iku anya ha-
abyo, jide alo n’aka, ma ¢ by ¢ji, ma-oby mkpo, wee
~ zolie ije ma’ ebe di anya, ma ‘ébe d}i nso. . _
' dhe'a na-akpo igbe ozl adighi. Ihe eji eli -ozu--
by ute ekwere. O by ogugu nkwy e kpewara ekpewa
: ilab ekwere ka™e ji akpa ute ckwere ahy, ¢ dj ka ute
;— E C. - ’
- O-bury na mmady anwyo, ha etinye ozu onye
‘ahu n’ute ahy, kee ya kpuy. -Q byry onye ha = kpo-
ro asi mgbe ¢ dj undy, ma-oby onye na-eme ibe-

e S -c .aﬁ:




J9ro njo, ha agaghj emere ¥a ebere wee kee ya kpaa,
a'ihi na achochaa ihe a ga-eme onye QTig ahyghii,
- e-Zunara ya onoko oku. R

-~ Itore mmadu refuo, igha oru na osu by ihe jurt
- nkata wee gbaa ooy gharij n’obodo nile. Ndi by
oru na osu enweghi mmeko ha na ndj na-abughi
 osu a oru nwere. Ha adighi alyrita swunye, dj osu
‘adighi- ¢kuru ala, ma ha adighi echi .echichi, Q by

‘ihe ndia_npa-achipyta ba ykwy n’ezi, n’ihi na adighi -

amata ndi- by ngwurg n’ugbo ma ugho akwusighi.
O by etu a ka ywa dina- m’gbc ochie, mgbe pka

na-adighi. The ndia ga-adi ka akuke ifo na ntj umu -

~ anyj taa, n’ihi na onye na-angghj elie “ozun na-abo

Ugbu_a;'achugla -aja, ',ka' ikpe Vmaz’ia_' ginu ndi
" mmuo, ma ugbu a ka m tiwe dky ka oka wee na-
. agba ‘tom tom’ n’oku. : : ' .
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“O wee tinys otu ska ©'oRy ewi”

O byry na di-ochi agbakoo ahphy ya tara wee
‘tee. mmanya, ma_Ya ebunyela mmady itc  mmanya
ks osuty ‘ony. Ma agaghj ewere na’ ego koro yko
wee ghara iri nri.

Ugan; nke kporo w’obodo Algoks- ekw’eghl ka

pne ma noa tpo ume ndy. Ma nwoke, ta: nwanyg,

Mo QEaraaya ma Wbenye oay aty, odiﬁ; ‘omye -

ong pury okwu.

Ezeonyekwelu by onye isi Alqoke Q by kwa -
ya ki Duopu. O nwere nanj otu owa nwoke, n'ibi

D8 Ume QWMPWY - mese nwunye ya- nke wlom, Ya

mere na o hiri aka nanya n’jzy nwa ya: ahu, n'ihi-
na owata rygove ji n'gky o wes ree. oku, oruny,,

kwa ji 9zo, Qtaa ya' ns-esheshx
o




Enweghi otutu ymy-noe na-ewute 'riwata'ahu,
aha ya by Noayerem, n'ihi na ¢ko kowa auny ohia,
@ gaa koo n’ukwu osisi ma oko kowa mmady,

~mmady ibe ya akoo ya. Obi adighi kwa Ike-

pyry mma. n’ihi na e jighj acl)cggta_,- -atyfuo aba oga-
PR, : :

 ramya, e
~Nonyerem by nwata n’ezie ma @ na-cjere nne
- ya ozi dika okenye, Ma ¢ na.ewute Ikepuiy Eze-

onyekwela nke ukwu ma ¢ hy nne Nonyerem by

Ugoawa ka ¢ na-ezi ya ozi kerjri ya ike, n’ihi na
mmady-agaghj ewere na enyi ya nwanyj mara mma

wee ree- ala nna ya. o | ,
Ugonwa na-agba mbo ka ¢zgo Nonyerem ka
Q bury otu nwa karjrj ymy asaa, n’ihi .na sjughj

‘nwa -dibja ahjhia ogwy, ihe oriteré n’obodo ¢zg,

kama' ¢.by ihe ojiri lota n'obodo ya. * -

Otu ybochj Eke, Ezeonyekwelu kporo Ugonwa
wee gwa ya na mmady ang ga-abja oly jkoro ha ji
n’agy. Onyemarakagdiya. ' o

Ugonwa lee anya n’¢lu, lee anya o’sla, ma ¢
maghj ihe ¢ ga.ekwu n’ihi na ¢ .choghj isoro ha gas
olu. O wee gwa  Ezeonyekwelu na ary-gky na-ere
ya, o’ihi na Qchoro ijiri ututn tutawa ka o wee
tytyjue akpa ya. -

.0 wee buru akpa okpukpa otu anya gaa gwee. .

n’Onyeanijsj,  mgbe chi boro.

Mgbe ¢ lotara, osiri ntucha na elele wee buri -
ha gaa ahja ree, wee.laghachi ngwa ngwa tupu Eze--

onyekwelu alota n’ugbo. O wee kpgg . Nonyerem
nye ya ogede na elele ka orie, ma tunyekwa

ya'azy, wee rig ya biko ka ¢ ghara jkoro Eze-

onyekwelu na ya-gara ahia. Nonverem kwee n'isi,
nara_ ya . ihe ndi ahg rie. : ‘ :
Ugonwa maara nke gma na Nonyerem bu. nwa-

. -nuyny na-agba ama. Ya mere na o hiri aka.n’anya
. <hee ya ka ¢ ghara itypu ihe ¢ gwara- ya ekwula,
... Mgbe Ezeonyekwelu na ndji gaara ya ¢ly batara.
“n'ylp, Nonyerem tury myo myo 0s¢ gaa kelee. ha
" nnp, Ha kwee ya. O wee chia imurimu ¢chj, ma
- ocheta o¢chia, na-agba ama aka ya; - : ,
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Ugonwa wee kpoo ya n'ike n 1ke n’ihi na arg.
- na-achoQ‘mmady * okwu na-anodu ya n’akuky: ike;
-onye ahy megharja ka (o,bee tuu-m” Nonyerem
‘zaa'ya, were 0sQ gaa. Mgbc © futere, 0 juo noe ya
ma ¢ nury ka ya gwara npa ya ka o siri gaa Orie?

Ezeonyekwelu- wee tara jkikere eze na-abanye

‘n’ulg obi.” Ugonwa gwa ya -bata n ulg. O wee ue
'mkpu si; “Npe, agwaghi m npam pa ijere ‘Orie.”
Ugonwa .gaa 'do¢ ya aka na ntj,~wee gwa ya

tinye ire ya n'obg. O wee gaa nodp ala. Mgbe

0 lere anya, Q0 ‘hy nna ya wee si, “Nna m, agwara m
_gi na nnem jere Orie?” -

Ezeonyekwelu wee juo ya ma nne ya o jere
Orie?” Qza ya naya agaghi ekwu na nne.ya gara
Otie.. Ugonwa wee kuja, gwa Ezeonyekwelu ka 0 gaa
saa ary, v'ihi na o matara nke oma na ana-esi ihe

_oriri, wee pa.eme akpata esonye n’oky, ihe a na-es:.
: echuo

. Ezeonyekwelu wee kwue na adighi eti nwata lhe_
ubochx ¢-ghafurn mmany kama na ¢ by n'ybochi

¢ ghafuru ‘oguru agwy, ma onye 31 akwa awy ary
‘mara onwe -ya.

O lleCh], Nonyercm putara kpgo noa ya wee
gwa ya ‘na -ya choro imdta mmonwy na enyi ya

nwoke bu E_]lke amatala uke ya,’

Nng. ya bu Ezeonyekwelu kwe yd. wee kwue na l

e-be adi ya na ha yikorg gba oke na-agbazi-ngwere,

na o ga-agbanu ‘ngwere:wee hapyzia -oke. Ha nile
wee chia ochi. Nna ya wee gwa ya ka o gaa zaara .

ya ulo obi ka ya gaa nyara okuy.

Nonyerem gbaa osp gaa were a71za ‘zaa  ylo ‘wee

 bjakwuie noa ya 0zo.
‘Bzeonyekwelu wee chiri ebe ‘obuyy ¢ zgtara chlnye :

ya. ©Q chja gchi, wylie €lu, kele nna -ya wee: gbaa

0s¢ gosi nne ya. Nne ya tie mkpu ofiy,” gwa ya ma

¢ ga-eji. ya gbagoutﬂ nngny ha g2-efi sie. ofe.
Nonyerem . kwee ‘n’isi. Ugonwa jue” ya ma okelc-
kwara nna ya, 0 kwe ya plisi. -

Nne ya wee kwee. ya mkwa na o ga-azatara

11




" emeghij iheé ‘ojiri bury ngwere, umuy-ntakiri argo ya .

. ya obante ma yh jee ahja, O kwe ya n'isi wee chiri

ebe ahy puo, ofiy, jupyta va obi n’ihi na ha emeela
iie nna na noe na-emere nwa-ha, na ngwere okpoti

"~ rie, . ma ¢okochj ma n'udu mmiri. ,

" Obiekwe jide nke ha, chee ka ¢ ga-aby any gbaa ajo |

Nonyerem na-eme omuine okenye nwayo awayo,

~any ma ekweghj wee na-abata ya n'isi nwayg nwayQ. -

‘Otu ybochj." o'kporo ndj. enyi ya nwoke bu

oy

Obiekwe na Opolo na Okoro ha gaa n’ohia ichy
.ota.odu, - 0 o
~ Ha dokpyrg udu abyriby na oku di nime ya,

- nke meré ka ¢ na-akwy anwurg tuy, n’jhi._na_ e zlukqtar

ka adj eri udele, atotio ngiga.” .

© .Mgbe ha rutere n’¢hja Owereoji, ha'kesié-obahte

~ ha ike, wee tyo elo pa-Opolo na Okoro ga-eti -odi .

n’¢hja ma Nonyerem na Obickwe chee n’otu isi ka

‘o ga-aby na otu odu gbara kwakiri kwakirj puta.

ka ha pjagbue ya. Ha nile kwerita wee banye.
n’ohja n"1thi na ndj okeaye na-ekwu si na atupkgta

. elo wee gaa jchu nta, e gbue apy a mara aha ya,
~ ma akwuyry oto gbaa':_%r-niyq -aghofi. ‘

. Opolo na Okoro were mkpirikpiosisi_ tiri “odu,
odu,” wee pjara osisi n'ohia na-abja. Nonyerem ni

080, ka di-pta gbaa ya ajo egbe. _

 Ha wee pja osisi ‘piachem piacham’, otu abyga- -

aby ogini wee tipute gbaa ele anya n’azy. Ha wee .

chyuo 'ya ‘piri-piri piri’ n’ihi na anuny myta ebeghi

n’osisi, di-nta amyta atyghj aty wee gbaa.

. Opolo. wee ghbara ‘jidim jidim’ pia .oginj ahy -
osisi n'isi, ozu ya wee iggboro o’alal iia nile- wee .
figrja, wulie elu, kwerjta -onwe ha n'aka kwue na

aka akparala ya. o .
' Ebe nwata kpatara mkote ka ¢na-eje jkpata nky

kwa ybochi, n’thi ya ha chighara ¢z ka ha mata
ma ha ga-egbu ogini ¢0zo n’ebe ahu. Oge eteghj aka, -

Obiekwe tute ony eyi, kpoo ndi ¢0z¢ wee gwa -ha na
ysy a maala n’obodo ¢ji, ha gbak¢ta cheg 1gwu ooy

eyi ahy, ma Nonverem gwara ha ka ha chota ypu -

12
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ony ahy. Ha wee choo ya, by ya.

Obickwe were ogy gwughee ooy aby ka o
wee donye udu abuby uhugwwee gnui?te igwu ohy
ahy. Ma ¢ hyry mkpury sky na ichere n'ouy aby.

O wee tinye otu mkpisi aka ka o mechapyta ha,

oty akpj afp tars mmivi wes ghaa va. O tie mkou,

s, “Ewol Ha juo ye ihe mere pa o tiri mipw,
ghoo ha aghygho, gwa ha va ya metytara o udul-tey-

aka, ma mkpisj ska va e rughj, n'ihi na mkpymkpy

edesla mbekwu ihe.

Nonyerem gbara s¢ bia, tinye aks ka ya jide
odudy eyi ahu.gakpi ahy wee gbaa ya, mkpu wee
puo ya n'ony. o

Obiekwe dapy n'ochj, jide mkpisi aka ya aka,

8j na ya choro na ¢ byghj nani ya ka akpj shy ga- = :

agba. Nonyerem wee uri mkpu gbalage. Ndi oz¢

wee buru Oginj ha gburu laa o’ylo ha ka ha rug
wee kee. Ma ha tara Obiekwe yta, o'ihi n& a ga-

ghi ejiri na ydara kwuru va ¢ byghi nanj ya na..
atayta nwa & na-apjwa ony wee¢ mee ihe odj okenye

 na-akpo ns¢ ala. 7
Mdj lgbo na-ekwu sj na & chyo aja ma shyghi

udele, & mara na ibe ukwu mere n’obodo bdj mmyo.
N’ibi ya, Obickwe aEbughtla ogiri isi wee gwa okpo-
roko ijiji bia tury mkwe. Ugonwa wee kporg Qgugua
by nwaone ya nwanyj, ha Nonyelum by otu mkpury
anya ji 1si ygwo gaa n'ylo Obiekwe.

Nne Obickwe by Qduenyi 8 noghj n’plo, ma

" nna ya by Ogbuefi Ezennaya no na-esu ytaba.

Ugonwa bata tuo ya abs, ¢ kwacharia taa
ikikere eze "tskurum takurum’ pyts, kelee ha wee
nye ha oche, ha were ibe osisi nody ala. ©Q gaa iwetara
ha ¢ji, ha gwe ya na ha agaghi ate o’ili 0a ije ha
bjara adijchaghi mma, Q gaa nody als v’akpykpo ya
wee jup be ihe mere oa ije ha adichaghi mma

Ugonws gws ya na obye oku na-agba ulo ya
adighj achy oke. Ezenoaya gwa ya KoorQ ya na ntj
na-ako ye oko, n'ihi na ihe skita jiri ju okpykpy

13
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' gba'ra akpu.

Ugoawa wee gwa ya na adighi akoro imi na
¥a na ony by nwanne maihe Obiekwe mere taghere
ite anya mmiri. O wee malite ikoro ya etu Obiekwe
siri mee ka'akpi gbaa otu nwa ya mytara. O kwu-
kwara na ooye kére mwa mmady okpo n’isi gwara
ya laa ka ¢ koro nne mury ya. :

‘Ezennaya tie mkpu si na Obickwe etinyela ota
aly, na onye a na-agwo ibi ¢ na-eto af¢ dotara ihe

n’agu ebute atynye, ma ya bu mmiri ezowWela nke

ya pa chi ojiji ga-ayj. _
~ Ugcawa kpoo Ezennaya, ¢ za ya. O wee gwa
ya na-ya ajughj agbogho -n’ebe ¢ kpury ara kama

na ihe ya ga-agwa ya bu ofe dj n’ime ite agbakwala

uka. Ya pee otu nwa ya bu Nonyerem ka ¢ mara
ihe ¢ ga-eme ya ka a ghara ikokwasi ya akyko. Ma

- onwy gbue ya, ihe anya hury wee gbaa g¢bara ga-

eme, n'ihi na e jighi ntaky nsi di o’ike eme Qgara-

nya. The a wee gbagwojue Ezennaya aoya wihi na

ihe mberede kariri dimkpa ik, _
Ugonwa wee hapyry. ya Nonyerem la , sj na

~ha akgola ji nassgy aflawa nti n'thi pa a sowaly.
- ochy, o bury ujo. S

- Obiekwe _garari n'ulo Ekwucfu ma 0.gwaghij
boe va, o gwaghi nna -ya. Ezennaya wee kporo
Noayerem gawa n’ylo Ekwuofu, ma kwue si kama

‘nkita ‘mmady ga-atagbu nke ya, nkita ya tagbue ke

mmady ka ya kwyo ugwo, ma-Q mataghi na ka a pa-

-esi ka ¢ na-alo bu ‘ajo ofe.

Ezennaya butere ukwu ji o kere ibugara Ekwuofu
n'ibi pa o teela mgbe azy na mmiii, nthi na onye
mutara otuty ymy, mutara gtyuty orja.

O wee bata n’ylo Ekwuofu, tuo ya aha. Ekwu-

-ofu kelee ya, O wee gwa Ekwuofu na Ihekora bu

Onye nawi ara.kwuru si ma ihe mere ¢ jiri asj pa
ya ma-ekwu otuty okwu by pa ya choo ikwa otu
ihe, nke ozo abanye ya n’onu. Ekwuofu lee Nonye-

rem anya, tie mkpu, kwue na ¢ fodyry ihe ota

ma di-ochi etiwaa ite mmanya ya.
) oo
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~ISI ATQ.
THE DIBJA AFA KWURU

S\ =

siud

L
iy,

i,

. akpy. ruo ofu, ma ya na-agwqtacha ha,

tykworo ya ozl DWa.
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“O wee ghue ody tuntua, udele ghakoo”

@ kpatara chic ya, 0 tyo. O were mma kaa yan
-ahy  akpj ghara ya, ‘obara di oji ma Igo alog

Ekwuofu kwee n'isi, kwue na ya ga-eme ya
ogwy ¢ ga-eji di mma, na o rubeghj ka ndi gbara

" "Bzennaya chija ¢chj, gwa ya jisie ike. Ma uche
A pa-eche ya n’ihi pa panj onye awurg anwy ke owa- -
2 dibja na-ckwe na ya ageghi sgwota. N'ihi na nwa- .
dibja adighi ekwu na Qgwu ya agwyla rue mgbe &

Ekwuofu gaa n'isi vlo aju ya, kpakota: ahib'ia"
ogwy ma bykota kwa mkporogwy. O sue mkporo-
gwy  tee ya n’ahy ya nile, ma rQQ abyba - ?s{:: ,
ebe



wee gbaputa, Nonyetum zie ume, Ekwuofu .8j na
o nwerela oowe ya, na gkuko kwuru me obyia nanj
akwa mma na ndy ezuela. O were atikpn tee ya.
" n'¢be ahy wee gwa ya ka o nodu oweyo n'ihi na
0sjsQo na-eésu ya, ike gwychaa ya.

Ekwuofu kuru miri kwoo aks, bunyekwa
Ezennaya, ¢ kwgo nke ya. Ha nody ala, Ekwuofu
wee tinye aka n’okwa Qji were nzu tyg,tee kwa ya
n’iku anye ya abyg, tupu © wee kpopury Ezeanaya,
0 tyo. O tiaye aka na-akpa nwa-ehi ya wee chipyia
Qji ugo abyg tinye n’okwa ¢ji, chiri ose nwytoro
wynye wee bunye Ezennsya. Ezennaya nare ya kelee

ya ma buaye ya wee gwa ya na ojj ezedj eze n’aka,/,

Ekwuofu gwa ya were otu tiayve n’akpa n'ibi
na oji rue ylo o kwue onye chere yz. FEzenpaya
kelee ya, were otu tinye n’skpa ya wee buoye ya
si ya na dibja gbara afa gs-achy aja.

O wee nara ya taa ikikere eze ‘kwakpurum

kwakpurum’ welie ¢ji elu, kwue “ytyty taa wetara
ihe oma”. O wee chigharia jug ye si, “Mmady
o ga-gji n'ihi na ahphy dj ns ngwo wee hapury
‘ikikeremkpo -mmanya ka ¢ 4yo?” Ezennaya gwa ya
na mms awa-okpy by gy na-akpy ve.

Ekwuofu wee goo 9ji sj na ihe oma, ary ike,
ihe oriri ia ogologo adip ka wmrmady nile na-achg.
Onye lgta awunye ka ¢ mug ¢tuty ymy, ma ebuly
sirj onye obyla agbalara va afa ute, kama mmady
nile gbaara ya afa ndy os onye dj ndy ga-eto uto.

Ezennaya kweere ya sj “ofo”.

Ekwuofu kwuesj na mmiri adighj ezo ala agha-
ra jmata, n'ihi ya na jhe wetara qjj wetara ogygo
ya, n’ihi na adigh aghara’ isi mkpijsi aka wee gbawa
‘yijorg aka. ST T e T T
. Ezenpaya kwere sj na ihe kpatars onya dj
o'ukwy, kpatara imeka vs, ma ihe oge ya ruru’
abughi ysa. , ' _

Ekwuofu si, “Ih¢ kere elu-igwe na ala na Oowa
na apysdwy lew gfi gowiere anyj nihi oa anyj
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by ymuy-ntakir] . noduyry e weta. erie, ma. onye kwue
na ya. agaghi eri, ¢ kpa akg eri eri gaa Hury ka. ony
dj. .oaye nwyty. anwy.
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) Ekwuofu sj, * Lhuku hu Ohsa ekwela ka nd;,.
ajo mmoyo na ndj ajo mmady mee anyi ihe anya.

hury wee gbaa Qbaxa The anyi na-ekwu by, onye
gW0Q 0gWU joro njo, yatug ya. Ukpa bute ya bury,

“pkata bute ya buru, na jhe onye  na-amataghi’
- agaghi amata ya. "Anyi jadere ndi ajo mmyo na

ndj. ajo mmady QfQ a2 ogu
Ezennaya kwue sj “ofo”” Ekwuofu kwue npa
npa ya bu Iheonyemeiara kwuru si na enyi ya

nwoke ubochi ezi di n'ukwn uk\ua, "bu - Okoye -

Ugokwe na-age oji n’Afo ukpaka wee kvgue, ..Ihe

Ezennaya hichaa anya mms "l, gwa EkWuqfu
na ¢ dighi echefu ihe. Ekwuofu gwa ya pa ¢omatara
nke oma na ogbenye na-¢ji nna ya aga ahia.
Wihi na mgbe ogbenye byry ibe o ga-azyta ma
ouwcbh; ego, otie oke mkpu, taa mkpisi aka
n'onuy ya sj, “Nna-a-o-o!”

Ha abuo dapukwa n'ochi 9zo, apya mmm'

na imi pa-aga ha o’iru wara wara,

Ekwuofu wee si, °‘Ndj. 1chxe ukwu na nd;
ichie nta gbaunu izuzugbe na ¢ji abjala. Nona anyi
Atii bia taa oji, Chukwukere bia taa ¢ji, Oyara
bja were ¢ji taa Ikedioii bia taa o_u, Dunu - onye
mury Qmumy bia goziere ymy gi ¢ji;, Nwokore
Arinze bia taa ¢ji, Theoma npa Mba oa Enuaku gba-
any izuzugbe.

Ndj romye 4 kpore aha na ndi a na-akpoghi

aha bjany taa ¢jj. Ezepnaya gwa ya na a hopyla
nwa-afg gbue ya ichi, e chizja ndi ¢z¢ ~unyi.
Ekwuofu chia o¢chi, gwa ya na ¢ bury na
e meghi nwata ka8 ¢ mere ibe ya, anya oky apyo ya,
o’ihi na udele nile di nso nso, na mmady nile by

_mmadu Ma a kwury gto swupe ji, e tukwuru ala

wee chgwa Qdudu ya.
17
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- Ezennaya zaa-ya na o kwuru-ibe mere eme, kg-
ma na a koba akpukpa ka o siri_ato yto, ahu mmady

adaa iduri, n’ihi na noa ya ochie kwuru na a racha-

wa ka o siri t9o yig, ¢ kaa afo, .

. Ekwuofu gwa ya na-adighi ano ime-agy ody
;1'1h1‘.na onye rychaa ihe ¢ bjara, o buru ykpa ya
© . O wee waa jj ahy, were'ire 0ji tupu n’ezi kwue
ndj mmyo na ndj ichie ukwu na ndj ichie nta ha
‘gbakota taa nke ha. O were ibe oji taa, were ose
nwutoro tea wee bunye Ezennaya, o were taa,- were-

Wwa ose nwytoro taa, kwacharja wee kelee Ekwuofu;
“Daly gji” -

O kwe ya, buru ogene oji fodury n'okwa ojj -

dota n’elu ogodo aja nlo, i
- Ezennaya tinye'aka n’ime akwa o waara n’akwu

wepyta mkpo wtaba ya, kyo ya isi mkpjsj aka ya
‘ugboro-asaa. Ekwuofu les ya anya, wee gwa ya che-
- re ka ya menye ya ytaba, na a sjrj na onye iberibe
‘amaghj na nwanne ya by onye obia.

O wee tinye aka n'skpa nwa-chi ya, weputs
.mkpo utaba turg—anwyry, kwughee ya mere ‘tigye
~w'aka ekpe ya, wee nye Ezennaya. FEzennava nara
'ya mere, nyeghachi ya mkpo ahy wee kelee ya.

Ha sbyo wee nody sala na-akpo utaba wee na--

‘8ko akuko ndi okeaye n’ibi pa ezukota etu adj eri
‘udele, e butue ngjga. S o

~ Emesja, Ezennaya wee gwa ya na o jughj vaka

mmiri siri banye n’ogu ugboguly, a'thi na awo a di-
ghi agba os¢ ehihie n’efu. ‘

Ekwuofu kwacharja gwa ya na yra emebighj anya,
na afa adjghi a%wga agwy na Ichekoku by arysj adi-
ghi agba oso. by ezie na nwata rie ihe ¢ na-amuy-

Tu anya, ura atyo ya, N’ihi ya, Ekwuofu juo ya ihe

. mere ede jiri gbaa mkpyry.

Ezennaya wee kooro va etu ya siri nodu u’ylg
¥a, nne Nonyerem by Ugonwa wee kporg ya bata
wez kwue ntyrubibi di ya n’onu, wee hapuru ya No-
nyerem gwa ya ka nwa-ite ahy ghara jwa awa.
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-oloma, Q di ya ka ya taa aky npQ mmniri.

=i

Ekwuofu zaa ya pa oge eteghi aka mgbe Obi- |

“ekwe jiri bja gwa ya na akpi gbara ya, ya wee were

ogwh tinye n’ebe ahy, o were ike jere ije laa, na-
¢ti mKkpu. ' T

" Mgbe nile ha na-¢kwu ihe ndja nile, Nonyerem -
na-anyy -nsj na amijrj. na-eti mkpu n'ezi ’ukwu

Mgbe o tirj mkpu pyry iche ugbo' atg wee
kwysi, ha lee ya anya, amjrj oky wara ha, obi ha
na-eti ‘kKpum kpum.” .Ha gaa lee ya anya, ¢ wysara

-yokoo ka akpa. Ha mabulite ya, aka ya na-akyutopy,

Ekwuofu wee gwa ya ka o kporo va las, ma-

o bu ka. Q. kporo ya gaa n’ylg Enweanj. Ahu ya
pa-ama jijiji n’ihi na 2 tykwoghj dibja ozu bpwa,
o digh’ckwe na ogwu ya agwuyla,

“..Ezennaya wee chirj aka ya abyo bokwasj n'isi
na-cle otu czi atiya, 0sispQ na-aga n'ary ya ‘pem
pem’. “O zie ume ugbo ‘asaa wee kwue na-ife a na--
afy awaala. - TS P
" Anya mmiri na-aga Ezennaya n‘anya ka ‘Nwole

" bechara Nwole na-eberiri. Ha chee ihe hia-ga-eme

ma ha echetaghi.” " .

Ezennaya wee chiri ogo-enwe-ute ya gbokwasj
p'ary, were okpu ata ya- tukwasi n’isi,’ were mkpo
ya wee gara ike “ike, suynkom - bjankom gawa
a’ulo -Okafor Ojionweya  ka ¢-gbaa ‘afa mara ‘ibe.
mere nwata ahu jiri apwioyu . anya, na ihe "o ga-
eme ka nwata ahy ghara jchisa aka ¢nwa. o

Mgbe ¢ na-aga n’yzo o keleghj nwoke ekele,

o kelekwaghj nwanyj. Q dighj otu onye ¢ chaara
" n'yzo nke o lere .anya n’ihu n’thi na ihe gburu nne
‘ewu ekweghj ka nwa ya saghee anya.

Okafor na-ete mmanya n’¢zi” ama mgbe Ezen-
naya jiri bata n'ylo ya, ma Ezennaya gbuutu ya
ufifj were gwa ya mee ngwa ngwa na mmany na-

‘awysinarj ya, Okafor kwe ya, ma gwa ya werc: oche

o'yl ka'ya ridata n’ihi na’' 0 nwere onye 0z¢ no n'ylo
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ye, b8 udi okenye kwiiru s na ibe na-agy nwanyj

dj ime na-agy enye tubara ya. '
Oge na-eteghi aka, Okafor ridata kwue na elelia

awa-ite o ghonyyo oky, wee kpara amu bata ‘tuo

. Ezennaya-aha, 0 kwe ya ka .onyeno ‘n’gay e gwuru

“egWu wee zaa oku a Kporo ya, - .
- Okafor jue ya olee ka Olu siri eghu Abo? Eze-
‘noaya gwa ya na ihe riri nri na-acho ka ¢ rachaa
ofe. Okafor dota ete na mma 0 jl ete mmanya,
na mbubo mmanya wee jug ya olee ihe mere na ije
ya adjghi mma, _
Ezennaya wee malite jkorg ya jhe mere, na etu
owa ya nwoke siri setuo agbaroko ka o gbagbue ya,
Ma nke kachasj ihe nile by na Nonyerem - na-anwy-
nar) ya, ' o S
 Okafor tie mkpu kwue na ekwensu ekogbue onwe
ya n'uko, Qjyo ya ma o choro ka ya gbaara ya
afa, ka ¢ choro ka ya nye va ogwy? Ezennaya gwa
¥a buru yzo gbuara ya afa n’ihi na onye na.amragh
n'ebe mmiri malitere” maba ya apaghi amata n'ebe
o chekoro aby ya. Q gwa ya ka ¢ gbaara ya afa gwa
ya ihe mere uke ahy jirt mee, na jhe ya. ga-eme ka
Nonyerem ghara jchisa aka onwy, - :
Okafor Ojionweya wee kwacharja, taa ikikere
€z¢ wee gaa ' butue akpa afa ya dota n’ala,, butu
ikenga doba, kotue akpykpg nwa-ehi ya masd, butue
mbubo mmanya na okwa-gji ya doba wee nody-ala
n'elu akpykpo ya. o '
. O wee tara iko' mmanya wysara agwy ya ka
Q Ao, waa gji, were ire Qji dotara ikenya ya wee

gwa ha na' ya abjala, ha mara ihe ha kechiri ekechi.

ha togheere ya n'ihi na mwanya hy oaye ¢ maars,

¢ df ugwu,

Okafor wee chjputa ngwo afa ya wuysa, were
azu  tyg, tee n'iku anya ya abue. O were
ofe tie n'ala, chjrj egi wue, wee chjri eri-
' 8fa - wyo  n'ala, tie mkpu sj, ‘gkalatulo, Otulo
mgbakwu,  chiri erjri aht’ wuysa, chikwara
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ya wysa ugbo uto, were ofo tie n'ala wee kwue ihe
odi no n'ebe ahy na-aghotaghi.
Ndj ahy nile Kpara anya n'aka na-ele ka atutu.
~Mgbe ¢ gbachara afa, ogwa Fzennava n'ebe
ymy-ntakijrj ahy jere mgbe akp; gbara Nonyerem,
o gwakwara ya ihe mere, na etu nog Nonyerem siri

‘gaa n'ylp ya. Ezennaya na-ekwe n'isi. Q) gwa ya na
ihe mére akpj jiri gbaa Nonyerem by npa ochje
- Oriudele, n'ihi na npa ochie nna Nonyerem gara

toro okpara Oriudele refuo. O wee na-awarirj n'afa

‘ma ndydugandy ha achoghj ikpy arg. wee kpochapy
ary nile ba mekoro dotara nwa nwa tohte Q hurl;/'" 5
.+ Okafor gwa ya na ¢ by ya by jhe riri- i nke-
na-achq ka Qrechayaa ite ofe.” v
- Ezennaya wee gwa ya na ya amagh; onye nwuru
- gz akwa ya na-aty, kama na ijhe ya chorg jmata,

by. ihe ya ga-eme ka nwaite ahy na-awa awa ghara
iwanye n’aks ya.

Okafor wee malite jgba afa ahu gzg._ Mgbe
9 gbachara, 0 gwara Ezenoaya na iwe na-ewé agwy

-nke uvkwu. kama na ya rioro ya oke arirjo, agwy

ahy wee kwepye ka Ezennays wetara ya otu ebulu
ocha, egbenu gcha, nnekwu ¢kyko aghirigha, ung

akwa abada, azy nko ato, ite ngy, akpu ekpere ekpe

na ‘ite mmanya ato, na jl isii, -

~ Fzennaya juo ya ma ogwyla? O kwe ya, O wee
gwa Okafo na ya agaa bukota ihe ahy nile n’ihi
na dibja-gbara afa ga-achu aja, ¢ mara etu afa siri
wa wee chuo. -

Ezennaya wee gaa ‘bukota 1he vdj ahu wara ys .

n’'afa n’ihi pa agwo daa kparakpataa, e gbue ya
kparakpataa. - O wee kpokota ikwu na ibe ‘na ndj

ogbe ha, bukorg ihe ahy gaa n’obi onye ku Ogwugwu
- n’ibi va agwg otu onye gburu na-aghéfo eke. -

Mgbe Ezeonyekwelu nyry etu chi jiri ‘achg

ka ye were ehihie jie, o dighj ebs ritere ya naln‘ k

na nwa ya ahy bu otu anya ji isi ygwo. Onwe
ya. na-ekpo ya ka ose, n’ihi:na agbaa mbu, o th

n‘ogwe, agbaa abyo, otuo n'ogwe, Qd[
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naogwe, @ di ka o by opwe ka a pjirj aku.

Eze Ogwugwu  akyglarj ekwe Ogwugwu ndj
okenye wee na-abja, Onye puta ¢ dyoro ibe ya
ugoli, gwa ya na va agawala. Ha nile onye puta
Q- byara akpa nwa-chi ya, chjri ogo-enwe-ute ya pia-
kwasi n'ubu, jide mkpop ya n’aka ma tara ikikere
ez¢ na-abja.  Otuty nime ha na-ahyghj turg. rachaa,
ha wee na-gje ozi n’Ogwugwu na-awara nanj akwa
wee na abia on’ebe shy. Ma ndj na-enweghj aku
n’any nkita, by onye pyta o l:e anya, akpiri .ya
bee ‘iororom’, n’thi na any -oriri ghaa ngharaka

‘ngha n’okwu mmuo, o di nwa afp ka ya byry: osu.

. 'Qnwyana by eze Ogwugwu wee gaa kwapyta
ikenga na okpesi dj n'plo Ogwugwu, tupu o bupute
Ogwugwu na ada ya kwyba ha n’okwu arysj, were

dkwa ggo-enwe-ute gaa okwu arysj ahy gburu gburu.

- Nwagka wee chirj mkporo ekwe tiwe ufie, Chi-

.....

" nweiba by ijiji hury ikpe nsj, wee gaa ozi mmady
‘na-ezigaghi va, chikoro 9yo yowa, Nwokorobia no

n’ebe ahy pyo gbawa uhie. Ndj na-eti egwu .ahy
na-eti egwi ahq ona-add’ “ggboguly so nsi;, ugbo-

ZulysQ s -

. Onwuana wee were Qji gaa goo n'okwu arusi,

were nzu bda n'iku . anya ya abpg wee puta bute

mmanya tara otu iko wuysara .arysj wee gwa ya
na Ezennaya bukotara ihe ndja ka o wee kelee ya,
ma riQ ya ihe ¢ ga-emere ya nthi na ajo oke abatala

'na mkwy-o wee chawa ikona.

Mgbe Quwuana putara, o gwa Ezennayé na
Ogwugwu anarala ihe ndj ahy. ‘

Ojeozi ogwugwu wee gaa dokputa ebulu ahy, eze

-arusj were-mma gbuta gbara ebulu ahy n’okwu arysi.

Ha were mma bachawa ji, ndj 0zo gbute igu kporo
nky wee kpochaa ewu, ma ebulu by nke ha gbara
akpukpo. _ B
- Ha wee malite iai ihe oriri n'plo arysi.” Ndj
swanyj ufedy buru goky wee gwowa abacha, were
nko azy isi abyp, ka ndj mmady were va taa
abacha - ngy. ' '
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Qnwyana gaa butus mbubo mmanya manyaa

_.ya -akyky abug, ‘yakwuru, yakwuru, yakwuru,' wee
“1ara iko mmanya wusa n'elu okwu, tara nfte ya

fipg, tupu ¢ gwa ha onye obula wepyta iko ya

KA © WEg itanysre Ya.

Ha nile manye aka ngwa ngwa Wepu-ta 1Ko,

tara mmanya na-aty wee na-eche ihe dj n'oku ka o

‘ghee, n’ihi na agyy nwere nchekwubs adjghj agygbu

mmady.

‘Agummady Ogbayaka were opf tunye n°¢ny,

fuo ya . ike ike ka ‘udele daa. Oge na-eteghi aka,
udele karjri ogy na iri wee fere paka paka na-
abja. . Nwa-oge, udele jupute ebe nile ka igwurube

'n’ihi na achyg aja uriem ma shyghj udele, a mara

na ihe ukwu mere n'sla’ ndjf mmye.

'Ezénnaya Wee mezue ihe  nile Okafor.'gbara

n'afa. Obi tgo ya: uto. - Q wee laa, n’ihi na

o kwuru na ¢ djghj ibe ji okjta ¢oawy, nda ya emeela
nke ya, na onye ji anya egbu, ji kwa anya eke
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 IHE ANA-AFU APJALA.

.Onye a na-agbara ama Q_na-aﬁu ofiy, onye Zuru

ori, o kwela?

.Ezennaya erughi‘ na Onyeanjsj mgbe 6tu'nwoke ,

kporg ya aha, wee: gwa ya chere, - Ezennaya chere.

- Kyja bjarue ya nso, wee gwa ya na a kporola Noaye- -
.. rem ‘gaa no'ylo Okany ka ¢ gwoo ya ist, Ezennaya.
rachapyta ire, chiliec obo aka ya abpy ey, kwue

~3j ‘odenigwugwu . gbakwaa.' Ha wee  gawa n'ylo
" Qkany. Ma otu nkume kporo Ezennaya  n’ykwy

aka-ckpe ‘wee kpopy ya mibg mkpisj ykwy nke nta,

Ezennaya tie mkpu kwue na ykwy 0joo akpola ya,
-na_jhe esiela ike n'ihi na etuto toro agbogho n’ara -

adighj egwurjsa ya egwu.

Okeke Mmoro gwa ya na ihe nwe'lﬁma-du agaghj

24
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- na nt; agba n' um

: 'nl na-elkwn: lee nzo nlrmrn anvi n'al gl_ -byl_l y 2;. L
' akpu ¢ na- ako akpukpa S
- Okeke wee banye n’chija, kpata abuba ulanjxna -

ekwe ka nke ahy mee, n 1h1 na e j1gh; 1he e Jl agba

‘Bzennaya zaa ya na’ ya na- g

—~ga

. mazya ya p’aka .ya abyg wee. pjia mmiri ya.n’ebe -

' kpqu ya, wee mahte 1Je ya.

. ahu ypkwy kporo Ezennaya. Ihe ahy fuo -ya ufu, . -
-0 tie mkpu, Okeke kelee ya ndo. O kwe ya. Ezennaya -

gaa n'aja igwugwu chm aja wysa nebe ahu ukwu_-

!

‘Okeke gwa ya/ na ‘o na-adj roma ka’ onu suo".':."

- n'ala ma’ ya ejila ejl- Emnnaya taa ikikere eze gwa

ya na ya by ‘onye nwere ajo chi etiela nwunye
ya ihe n'isi, ihe ahy. gua n’ykwy zaa. Ma adj okenye:
na-ekwu na. ikuku kue, a by ike okyky, n’ihi ya

'pa mmadu e jighj kwa @siso wee inata ‘anya muairi.
" Ekwulgbo ‘guzoro n'akyku uzo were odisi na- aghucha: N
eZe ya ma- na-ele aturu ya atQ banyere 1} oh;a na—ata: B

- vpo 0ji.

‘O kuo Ezennaya Juo ya ma’ ubocm od; kwa _

- mma iha Jm aga n’ike n *ike? _
. Ezennaya - gwa ya  ma’ onye buru ibu - nam-.‘- :

w’ykwy abughj ezigbo ibu ka o buru,. n1h1 na awq‘ o
adjghj agba 080 ehlhle n’efu. : «

- Bkwuigbo juo ya ihe mere. O,zaa ya ka’ gogaa
-soro_ya hyry n'ihi- na nwanyj kochaara di ya etu’
ya siri - nody nulo wgbe di ya puru 1Je, ma aou .
“atyzjla ite ofe dj n’ekwu oku. o

g Ekwmgbo wee gwa ya Jna_ya ua—esota ya n azu' |

n'ibi na" e lewe ozu anya n’iru ma-mmady- erila ibe-

. oriri, - Ma ye agaghj ejiri na ‘gbata gbata’ dara ‘wee

toro akwa owywa ya tynye n’ghja, .

Mgbe Ezennaya na Okeke Mmoro na Kuja'

 rutere o'yl Okany, Qkanu echichaala ya ochi n’gkwy’

wee mipuyta gkpumkpu gbara na-eji oji ka unyi. Ma

- okuka mbo oii echi ya ochi di ya wisi.

Ezennaya kppro Okeke Mmoro ha gaa huIQ_
25
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Akyeche ka ¢ gwa ha ihe afa kwuru ¢zo, ma Ekwuofu

~na Kyja na igwe mmady ndj 9zo nodury n’ylo Qkaoy.

Akuyeche na-aff akwara ngwo ¢ ga-eji kee ylo obi

o na-ewu ohyru na ngwuru ya. Ha kuo aka, ¢ gwa -

ha bats n’ylo, ha wes banye, o nye ha oche ha
nody ala. O gaa n’akpa nwa-ehi ya foputa ¢ji lee

‘ya Baya, oji ahu gbas oti, ¢ waa ya, ghapl ibe
ofi ahs w'iro, O 'tignye kwa ake weta kwa 0z0;, o

gbakwa otj, ¢ maa @sQ tofuo ya,

O wee gaa d’elu uko weta ogbe ¢jj, were mmd

jbawaa y& weputa otu ¢ji tinye n’okwa gji; chirj
080 nWUIQro ato wunye nime ya were nzu tug wee
kpopury ha bunyekwa ha gjj. ' L

Ha tyo nau kelee ya, ma bunyekwa ya oji gwa

ya oa Qji eze di eze n’aka, ma. gwa kwa ya
" mata nke oma ot n_Lu ‘na-eghu mmyQ isi-na awg

adighi agba ¢3¢ chihie n’efu, IR
' O kwe ha, ma kwue na dupuom: by egwy,
na- ¢ digbi onye lawara ghara jlaru, ma ¢ na-adj

‘mma ka mmady . nye nwa, ihe o nyere nwanne
'ya., Ha kwenyere ya. S :

O wee malite gowa 0¢ii, ma obi adighi

Ezeanaya mma n’ihi na onye oku. pa-agha n’ylo

ya adighj achy oke.

Mgbe ¢ gochara ya, ¢ waa ya wunye n’okwa
o{ci., ma ndj mmog ataala ire ¢ji, Akyeche were
nke ya taa, bunye Ezennaya na okeke, Mmoro ha
were, taa ma kelee ya ‘Daly ¢ji.” O kwe ha wee
gwa ha rie ihe ha pa-amyry anya ka yra tyg ha,

Ezennaya gwa ya na ha bjdra igba afa. O wee

gan kwakoputa .ihe o ji agba afa gbawa afa. Mgbe .

¢ gbachara, ¢ gwa ha na ha ga.agaa bgorp -Nonye-
rem iyl ywa n'ukwu akpy di niro ichekoky. Ha

kwe ya, juo ya ma ¢ fodyrg the zo? Q zaa ha

N8 ¢ gwuchaala, na ha mee nke ya gwara ha,
ihe ji nwata shu ska ike ahapy ya. Ha wee

kelee ya, chinye ya ong ego, ego ayoro pa ogbe

g, © nara ha kelee ba, ha kelee ya wee laa
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Ezennaya kwue ou onye bu ihe ka ¢ na-anyjgbu .-

ba wee zolic gawa n’yle Qkafor Ndakubu ka ¢ bia/

boro Nonyerem iyi-ywa. Mgbe ahy ¢kukeo alawara
yra.  Ma Ndakubu na-esu utaba mgbe ha rutere u'ylg
va. Ha wee chere va o suchaa utaba ahuy, inere ufodu
kpog, menye ha, ha kpoo. Ezennaya gwa ya na otu
onye ara kwuru si na ihe ¢ jiri sj na ya na-awj ara’
by na ya chog ikwu otu ihe, ihe ¢z¢ a tybanye ya
n’Q‘nu.' .

A ;

Ndakubu gwi ya na nwoke na ihe na.eme. - Ha -

nile wee gaa n’ylo Qkany kporg Monyerem gaa n’iche-
koky. Ezennaya gaa 0’ilg Osota zuyta egbenu qcha,
nwyry ya gaa n'ebe ahy ha ga-abg iyi ywa.

Ndakubu cheta n’ebe o liri iyi pwa, were okuko
ahy ghusa obara ya n’ebe ahy, wee buru ozu okyke
ahy dota n’¢lu ykpaka egbuturu egbutu. .

Ndakubu wee 'tamue imurimu okwu, ma ndi
ahy aghotaghj ihe o kwuru. O were ihe. o kere
n'akpykpo eme typy n’ala wee tytury ya ugbo ato.
O wee tinye aka nime akpa ya, kpara abuyba osisi
kporo nky o tinyere nime ya taa, kwacharja hie aka
abyg n'anya ya abug, were nzu tee n’anya, wee
malite .igwu 1yi ywa. _ _ _ >

O gwuela ihe ga-eru dimkpa n’ikpere, ma aky
atytaghj.eleke ntj-oba. - Ma chi ejiela, onwa na-etikwa’
ma onwa ekpubeghi oba. Ezennaya wee gaa myta
oky urimmu.” '

“Mgbe ufpdy, Ndakubu gwue, o were ihe ahuy

" a kwara n’akpukpo. eme chie n’gny -ahy ¢ na-egwu,

ka ¢ mata n’ebe iyi uwa abu di. o
. Nwa oge,-ha ny ihe dj ka ataiiy ¢ na-ada, ha

~guzoro gee ntj, o di ha ka ¢ bu ogene na-ada,

Emesja, nduru pyta kyg ogene kwue nr mmady eile
ma tii tij, ma lji ljj, ga-aga ¢lu n’iro Dunu n’isi
ututy echi ya, ma onye na-abjaghi, ndi cbodo anara
ya otu mbubo mmanya, :

Oge eteghj aka Ndakubu gwupute he ckechiri

ekechi. O were ya toghesaa. Mkpu wee daa, -
~ha hy ma ihe pa-egbuke zjzizi "ka ola qcha,
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ma - ond, ma -mkpurg ihe olu, ma jigida - a gako-
1o n'owury, o '

Ndakubu nwyry okuke oz) ghusa Q'bafa Ayal himé-
~oghere ahy, dota gkuke aht n’akuky - wee kpochie

© . -oghare ahm

Mmadg nile wee kelee ya, tub. ya ‘ome ka o knu-
', O wee buru otu ozu okyko, chinl\;e Ezennaya
ihe ¢ botara n'iyi ywa, ma’ gwa ya
nke.Qz¢ ka ¢ laa sie ka nanj Nonyerem rie,

, Ezennaya were ihe ahu obotara, chjrj ego ato

: ,'éhin‘ye. Ndakubu, wee kporo Nonyerem - chikoro

ma Kf"t’ ma mmg, ha nile wee laa,”

gbe ha lara n'ylo Ezennaya, yra adjgh onye.

obyla n'anya n'ihi na ary oky Nonyerem si n’elu
8i n'ala, o wee. na-ekwu ma nke ony jyry ya ma
. nke ony.. na-gjughi ya. ( '
.. Ndj mmady wee bury aja dj n’sla n'yle ya.
“Nne na nna ya ejikwaghj ike ha nody ala. Ha na-
e¢te ya ma okwuma, ma. ude aky, ma mmany akwy
ojukwu, S SR ' ‘

Nonyerem na-styzj n'ume n'ume mgbe egbenu

kyara akwa mby, -The banyere ya wee rie mmady .

- nile goy, n’ihi na Fzennaya azochaala ykwu dike, ma

. Nonyerem na-ata ndy n'eze, jdj ndy onwy ka mma.

™ Tutu ¢kyko akwaa nke ugboro abug, nne
‘Nonyerem kudoro ya na-eficha ufufy si n'onu ya
-dpyta, ma mkpury anya ya abyuo na-emechi n’yra
_.Anya mmiri jupyta mmady nile n’iru. Nonyerem.
"Wee. Kpoo nne ya na nna ya, ha za ya wee bia, Q
- gwa ha ka chi foo. Ma mgbe o kwusijrj nke a, aka
Yya kutopy, o wee nwyo. Uzy tyo n'elu tup n'ala,

Mgbe ahy, chi va-efosa nwayo nwayo,. mmady’

‘nile wee gbakota na-aty onwe-ha n’ala. -Ihe na-
ewute be abughj nenj na mmady nwyry, kama obu

va ihe ahy a na-afy apjala, chi wee were ehihie jie.
- Ugbu g ihe riri nri arachago ofe, nne ya wee na- -

akwa akwa' ¢ choghj ka mmady guguo ya; o wee
kwus 5] na ogbenye gbara afp ma anya ya hyry
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“0 wee gas jkwy ydp”

Mgbe igwe mmady na-abata n’glo Ezennaya,
otu a ka ba siri abanye n’ulg Ezeonyekwelu Ikepyry
by nna Nonyerem. S
. Qtyty mmady na-akast ya obi, ma gwa kwa ya
awee ndidi na Bzennaya aghaghi jlychiri ya awanyj
Ndj gzo wee na-agwa ya na Ezennaya na awa ya

emeela ihe mmady ji efu, ma anya ahykwsala ya Qzo.
Ma ndj aghugho gara na-agwa ya mee ka isi na

“isi laa, n'ihi pa okyko-.adighj akpanye n'df¢ ewu.

Ndj oz¢ na-agwa ya ebukwala ozu nwa ya. o
©  The ndja wee juputa Ikepyry ‘anya, O wee maa

"7 oso, kpoo n'ubu s} ma ys agaghj adj ndy ma

anya ya shy utj ya. Ma ya agaghj ebu ibu ka
29




coyi, ma na-eri oke ka danda, n'ihi na onye Agba-

ja. kwura sj na oghe pa-echi echi na-amuyta nanj

SR

nwanyi, ma nke ndi bi na ya na-anwysisj n 1ke nxke-

by oke ndj okenye na—akpq ala nta,

O wee banye 'n’yig chijrj yd¢ machie i'imé akwa
Qwywa ya wee meghee 9zQ azy ‘uh;) puo. Q dighj

onye tury uche n’ebe ¢ na-aga.
Mgbe o na-aga n ‘pzQ, ndi o zutere na-akum ya

-

aka n'obi, gwa ya ndo, o wee kwe ha. Ma etu -

osiri aga ije e gosighj ihe dj ya n’obi.
[Ikepyry wee soro mgboko rue Umudzam, gafee

mmiri Qzgwata wee puta n’agy Mgbugbo, md ¢ hy-

gh; ihe g choro. O wee gaa n *ohia Qzowata baaye

p’ime ya, ma ngoro otu . osisi di gbjri gbirj. Uche -
ya ezugh; oke n 1h| nae boro ya ibu karm yan *obi.

_ Mgbc Qhuru na osisi ahu agaghij ebudo ya,
‘¢ ridata, lee anya gburu gburu wee gawa n'osisi ¢zo,
nke ypty chara acha koro n'elu "ya. Ala ohja ahy

nile di biarj b1an n1h1 akwukwo Osisi dara n’ebe

-ahy nile.

* O wee gara synkom b;ankqm rue, rigoro osisi

‘ahy fjam, manye wdo ahy -n’alaka ‘osisi, ma naa

n’ebe ¢ ga-etinye isi ya.
Ugbu a, o jula ya anya, o wee tado mgbugbere

: ony. ya eze chpo ka ya tinye isi n’'udo ahy wee kwyo

udo. Oftu oke olu wee daa. Ezeonyekwelu lee anya

'ma’ ¢ djghi ihe ¢ hyry mere mkpoty ahy.
- O wee kwue na ndj mmyQ na-eti- mkpu, n’ihi ya-

o were isi_ya ka o tinye n'ydo ahu ¢zo, mkpu ahy

‘wee daa ¢z0.

* Ezeonyekwelu lechaa anya gburu gburu ma Q d;-'."'

ghi onye ¢ hyry, o were aka ya abyo gbaara ha ychy,

O maghij ng otu onye toro afo togboro n okpuru osisi .

ahy.

Afo onye ahy buru 1bu ka :te mmiri ukwu, odj

ymy-nna ya wee bupue ya agy ka ¢ nody n ebe ahu

" nwyo, ke ozu ya na udele nwee nzuko.
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Mgbe onye ahy toro afe hyry na Ezeonyekwelu
choro jkwy udo, ma ¢ bury na ydo ahy adobie, ¢

 dakwasj ya n’elu, otiri mkpu sj, “Lee ndym, ada-
gbukwala m biko.” '

Nke ozo, ¢ hyry na ¢ byry na Ezeonyekwein
akwyo udo wee nwuQ, na ibubo ga-adakwasj ya
p’ary. Ozo kwa na ¢ byry na udele ‘any isi- onye
ahy kwyry ydo wee bjaruo nso, na ha ga-alyso ya
ogy wee mapue ya afg. -

Ka Ezeonyekwelu lerc anys n'ukwu osisi ahy
wee hy onye togbore n'ala, afo ya na-acha bybuby,

‘ma na-egbu nweghe nweghe, otu echiche batara ya
" p’obi.: O wee'kya aka n’obi kwue na o by amaghj

ihe ka ya jiri cho jla ndy ya n'iyi n’ebe ndy pa-
agu ndji toro afo -agyu. Ary ya maa  jijiji ibubo
nwyo ya n'ahy, o wee wye jidim n’ala gbaa 0sQ ele
anya p’azg. .. S S e

. Akiko ihe o hyry na nke ¢ nury, eckweghj ya
akocha. Ma onye ahy toro afg chirj ya ochj, kpo-
kwaa ya onye nzuzu, n'ihi na otyry ilu 8 na a na-
ekwu na ybochj adjghj mma, nwankpi wee na-achy

nne ya.

‘Ezeonyekwelu laa n'ulo ya, zigara _B‘zeﬁnaya'k'a

‘obulatara ya ozu Nonyerem. Ezenpaya mee dika

o kwuru. Ezeonyekwelu welie ifu ya n’elu tie mkpu

-si na Qbasi di o’elu ckechuela ya. Anya mmiri pa-
- aga ya n'apya pem pem pem.

Mmad-;,l_ nile o'nye."tiri mkp\i‘ ike ya, ¢ gua ngdy
ala na-ele anya n'ezi. Fzeonyekwelu kwue ka azy-
tara ya ntg-egbe n'yle Ejemny. Ndj mmady -gaa

chitara ya karama niy-egbe ang, na ‘mkpon’ala na’

otu egbondu. Q gwa ndj okorobja ka. ha na-asu
mkpon’ala iri na asaa ahy na egbondu, ka Agumady
Qgbayaka na-agba ha n'ihi na ybochj madu kwara
ibe ya ka ¢ kwara onwe ya., Ma nke ya by na
mmiri e sitela n’isi mmiri wee . gbaruo.

31




Mkpon ala na..egbondu wee ‘na-ekwu’ okwu
‘tawaum, stawunm, - tawiiy ghiim:m.’

Nonyerem-by:‘aby na obara’ n’hi ya,
o torubeghi ihe a ga-agbuara mgbugba ota. Nd; otu -
ha erubeghy inwe ogbo n’obcdo Alaoke.- :

Mg Mgbe anyanwy ga-fechaara nletiti isi, onymyo
é 2 fowe- ogologo, ndj okorobja gara gbute ihe ha ga-eji -
aa ute ckwere, Ha kpachaa ya dota n’akuku vlg, -
" ziga mmady isii ha gaa 1gwu 111 n’ebz ndij - Alaoke
. na-eh OZu.

: Jldeofq wee bllle, tzchaa aJa di ya nlke ma

- kpokota ndj enyi na ymynna ha, wee gwa ha na pge

. eruola ka ha gaa lie ozu n ’ihi na onye nwiry anwu

'anwuola "Ha nile: kwerita, ‘kpoo. Ezeonyekwelu gwa
ya, ¢ gwa lia mee ihe di ha ‘mma. -

Ha wee. bute ute ekwere, chupyo ndinyom mlc |
podiry n'ebe ozu dj, wee buru ozu tinye r'ute
‘ekwere. Nne' Nonyerem by Ugonwa gaa kpokoro |
‘ma’ jigida, elulu, nja, aka Igala, ona pa ¢dy aka ya g

- WunycrcﬂNouyerem n’ute’ ekwere, wee gwa va chlkoro i
laa n'ihi  nachi ewercla ehihie jie pa ihe ya Jirt H
-ama mma agwg]a - ‘

" Nba va by Ezeonyekwelu tie aka n'obi, kwaa
akwa okenye wee banye n’ulo bupute ego ayor¢ o
tinyere n'udu, were akwa kara nka fychie ony ya.
Mmady nile, noduru na-cle: ya ‘anya.

7 O-buru udu ahy tinye n’ute ekwere ahfi, ndi

. .}nmadu wee kechie ozu bulie gaa n 1]1 ha gwuru wee

- lie ya _

Akuko ihe mere ekwcgh1 mmadu akocha. Ma
Bne na noa’ Nonyerem Kasiri onwe ha obiwee kwue
na onye ywa jyry adighi ajy onwe ya.

" N’abalj, Ezeonyekwelu gaa gbutue osisi ggbu-chi
dj va ngwuru ulo ya, ma bukoro okpe31 na ofg na
ikeniga ‘na ihe nile o.ji age arysi suree n’oku. Mgbe
¢ gbasiri oky, ¢ pug si na ¢ byry na okpesj na ikenga
nd; ahy hyrg ya n’ anya, ha agaghl ekwe ka 1he mere
ya mee,
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JCHICHI GBARA IZUZU EHIHIE
CHOQ OKWU

“Mgbe aby. gldlgldi dlu. h nile gbasaqa

Anamagbarsokwuoso ka: nd; okcnye kwuru siz
pa o jiri Guuichi lie noe ya: DWUIY ‘aawy, 0. Tue kg
chi bere uymy-okpy jue ya, o ,ice nde. yt"’

Ezconyckﬂelu na Ugonwa ¢ meela ihe ba nwere

ike ime sjka one pa mna hyry ofu nwa bs ‘mytars
w'anya pa-eme. Ma odj okeaye ma-chwu E] na ihe

gburu noe okijta adighj ekwe ka ymy ya meghee anya,

. Ma ha achyqla aja ka ikpe mhdzia ymu mmyQ.
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" ego na ihe ekike Ezeonyekwelu na Ugonwa wunyere
" ya.  Ha nile wee kwerita, were Qgy na mma na obo

3

Chi ejiela kpamkpam, ochichirj tuo gkpurykpu

" n’ezi nile.” UUmy abyhy uchichi ebechaala wee mechie

ony h,a._ Awo na mbara by ndj na-eberirj “woQ, woo,

- WeR

" Usy bu kwa itie pa-ebe “chi chj chj chj chi,”

’elu: ¢ji, ma na-achQ wpo ¢ji ha ga-ata.
/ Ndj ji uchichi eme ehihie wee pyta gbaa izuzu ba_ .

ha ga-aga bopyta ozu ‘Nonyerem ka ha. chikoro

oky ha tinyere n’ibé eju, ma wykwasj abyribu nime
yal . .

‘n'ggba n’ogba ka ubl mmady korg ji gcha.

' ‘Ha wee kara ng ‘nlgwnma‘:'a .ogu dét'a ‘n'cbe
ahy, chirj mkpyry oji-abyg dota n'akyky ya wee-gaa

“"bowa ozu ahy. | _
‘Mmgady ang na-abg ozu, mmady ato .wee -pa-eje-

gharj ka ha mara mgbe mmady pa-abja, ma ha dgba- -

‘nyeghj na anyanwu kee, a hury ihe nte gburu.

Q. dighj onye na-ekwu okwu, kama ha na-atara
onwe ha muri muri, n’ibi na ysy kwuru na ya maa-
ra etu ywa siri joO njo wee were uchichi mere chihie,

Ha gwughee ili abu wee bulite ozu dota ya n’elu

ala, Ha nile wee gbakotazue, ma ndj na-egwu ili, ma

ndj guzororj na-eche ka ha mata ma ¢ dj onye na-aga
uzo o’ebe ahy - B

pnt A 2udid R IO e
=== Otu nime ha were mma- di nko ghebisie ckwere

e §ir} kee ozu ahy, wee topusia akwa e jiri kee ya.
Aka ha wee daa bim, bim, bim, na-achikorg ma ego,
ma jigida, ma aka Jpala, na jhe nile ndj 0z9. '

Mgbe ahy gidigidi dara ha nile ghasasia ma ego

na ike ndj ahg nile, chirji ykwuy nkita gbalagasia’
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“Mkpyrg obi ha nile na-ei{ gbim, gbim, gbim. Qtuty

. tiimeha amaghj ihe mere, kema D3 ba MAlRIa As nBU.
*afiasla ite ofe, ha were ghaa .gsp _ndy, ka akwy
- goro, ibe ya gbaa; mmany. ST

.. Ndi _inatara: ihé “mere, na-2 gba 080 ka a'ghara
Fimata ndj ha by, ma QoY apughj ha okwu' jkoro ndi
- gzg ihie mére ede yri jin gbaa mkpury. Ma by ¢ werela,
~+fre ba’ guo eze ha .Qny, wee mata Ba ha hyry. ike
karjrj dimkpa ike. T

" Mgbe iby ha tosara akwa ogg-enwe ute ahy wee =

na-ekpokoro - €go ‘aa-ihe ndi 9z9,” ka Nonyerem -

- meghariri ahy, welite isi lee ha anya, wee ‘bilie, ‘ba

. ‘nile wee gbapy 080 ka ¢ ghara jmatairu ha, n'ibi'na .
o na-adj ka amara baa yba in’ubochi_ikpe.';_Nonyprem: N
- legharia anys, aju na-ebu ya. O wee nody ala na-ezu .

ike. Ma mgbe - matara ¢be ya BQ, O legharja anya. .
~ by otuty ili ozu dj ya gburu ghuru, '

~Mgbe. echiche mmady batara ya n'sby, obina-
eti -ya ‘kpum kpum® ahy ya maa jijiji, vjo_bis .¥ya -
-n'ahy. O wee bilic ngwangwa pPuQ choro ezi ploha
laa, hapy ma ego ma ihe ndj ozo n'ili_ya. . - o

: O wee. chee: ihe mere ya jiri gaa n’cbe abu nodu-
_ala nime abali. Ma otu uche gwara ya na 'ya nwyryri
~anwy. Ma ¢ digh ihe nile ndja pke ¢ matara. Ha nile.

‘wee dj ya ka ¢ by pa nro. e ; IR

Ndhyémm ".z“‘.shi.ihwoke"n’uzo ‘ma Y.i :;eiﬂ.aﬁi,- '

~ nwaayj. Ma ‘mgbe o rutere 0'ulo ha, uzo" emechighi . L

emechi, ma oKy ‘pa-eawu. nime i, mmady’ jupute
_pime ylo pa n'iro, ng-ata muri muri. Qtuty ndi QZQ -

~dinaly ala n’ute--.h__af'tqst_tra ebe mile. -
. Ma nne.na noa va .nodutu,a]ad na-éte aﬁyk, zii
ka -atyrg n'ihi na ihe uwa agwula ha ike. Ha _ebe-’

“chaala “akwa, iku anya ba zichaa -aza, mkpurg .
anya ha na- acha gbara, obara. _ .
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pa-enyo ka ha mata ma ¢

e
BT
5,

. ho
-Noayerem lee anya hy na- ejiri igu mkwy na

. 0tosi maa akpata n'ezi’ n’cbe “ndj- mmady nodyry,
Nonyerem gas n’akuky uzo ama ha guzoto na-eche
s'uche ya ibic mere, ma ¢ choghi jkpo ndj na-abanye:

nime- ylo jye ha; n’ihi na adjghj ‘anody .na. mkpu

efo ala.ufo.

Otu agbara. nwanyi wee gaa.n’ike n'ike. banye-
‘o'ylo ha wee tie mkpu akwa, dapy nala; Ndj
‘mmady gaa na-¢jide ya, ma ‘na-agwa ya ghara jkwa
-akwa n'ihi na ha achoghj ka- Ugonwa dapy n’akwa, -

. Nonyerem kpoo n’ubu, kwue  na oria’ezubeghi
‘mmady oke, onye dara ibi wee “na-etokwu  afg,
- O wee chee na nha ya ‘anwyola wee gbara ¢sp ba-

‘nye n'ulo. | | o
- Otuty mmady wee hy ya n'ike, obi- lgg ha .
‘mmiri, gidi gidi- daa, onye @bula na-agbaele anya

p’azu n’ihi pa ha chere na ¢ by mkpyry obi. ya-
batara n'ylo, - Mmadu yfody mara aja. ‘mbara ezi
_gbalaga. Ndj ¢z tiri oke mkpu na-agba n’ebe ha-

na-amaghi, '

. Ma nne‘'nd nna ya gb,ara" 059 makyo ya, ma -
jidesie ‘ya aka ike, ka ha mara ma Q bukwa ya ezie.
-Mgbe- gtuty oge gara, ha lee ya anya n'ira, kpeo

ya aha ya, 9 Za ya. Ha manyaa isi kwue na .ha

‘ekwebeghi na ¢ by ya, n’ibi na ugii -adjghj - amijta .-
- oloma, . R : o .
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- "Mgbe otuty oge gara, ha kpoo ya aha ya_;"-tﬁfz;

ha. Ha dokpury ya badye nime uylg, ahy ha na-

......

ama. Jijiji o’ihi na anya ha hury ihe nt ha .ghee

oghs na-anybeghi.- _
Ndi gbararj.gso ‘wee jiri nwayo  pa-abja, .“m'a

bilie ma-obu. na ¢ by onyinyo ya:
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Nne na pna ya.wee juo ya etu o siri'sin oawy
-bilie, ofiy juputa ha n’obi, ma ¢ dighi ike o'matara
0 ga-akorp ha. Ezeonyekwelu wee dunye -mmadu
asato Ka ba gaa lee ma ¢dj ihe ha ga-ahu n’ili. -
Ndj ahu wee laghachi chikota ibe m]e ahy. nd; ori -

- hapury wee gbaa sp, ma kooro ya- pa: ili ya' ghere
oghe, nke 0zo na otu ogy. na mma: ahuq ka:ha hp-
ry. nebe ahy.. Nke ¢z0 na -ha hun; otuty, ‘BZo

. gkwu mmaduy; ma nd; dj mkpll‘mkpu, ma nd; karm'
ibe ha. ' ‘

Ha kwue. 0z0 na ha hury-. ibe: e_]u aburiby -
di nlme ya. Nke ozo na.a boputara ute-ekwere
‘wuysa va’ p’akuku ilii. Mmady nile njiry akuke ahy
tie oke mkpu. kwukwoolu cIu, ma“ kwue s;, “Chl-
'-Okeke ekclekwa m gl"’ ' .

Akuko ahu wee gbasaanobodo mle d; obodo .
ahu. gburu gburu: " Mmady - wee ° na- aga nulo
'Ezeonyekwelu bim bim bim, ka ha were anya haji
huru ihe nti ba nurg. _ o

‘Ma obi na-ato Ezeonyekwelu nd’ Ugonwa nai':
ikwu na ibe ha uyto nke ukwu, n’ibi - na uchlchl
. gbara izuzu, chihie wee kee okwi, ma ha’ ajughi etu -
akuy bekee siri kuru mmiri *ngoro elu. Ma ha kwura.
si, ebe agbqghq hyry ya kpuo ara, na‘iheha. matara:

by na nwa~ ha nwury anwu adﬂa ndu on '

F s

I
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ISI ASAA
ORIRI ALQM CHI

 “Ha were hkﬁa_‘k&chié ha aoya”

" Mgbe ihe ndija nile gasiri,' Ezeonyekwelu na

. Ugonwa wee hy Nenyerem n’anya nke ukwu, hy |

kwa anj ¢ ng n’elu ya n’anya. 'Ha wee kpachapury

- ya anya nke mere na ha adighj ekwe ka ajy ya daa

n’ala. : _
Oriri Alom chi ua-signye D'Yawy. Mmady nile

_ na-agba agha-aka agha-aka ka ha zyta ihe ba ga-eji log

¢hi. Ndi na-aly nwanyj . ohyry, na-ejikere- ibugara .
¢go ha nwanyj ibu alom chi. o
Alpm cbi fodyry izu Igbo abya. Umy-agbogho
na ndi okorobja wee na-aga n’ghja ikpata nku.
Mebe ¢ fodyry izu, ymy-agboghg gaa ’iyi jkota vly,

ha ga-eji tee aja ylo na aja ezi, na ichute mmiri.
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o Umy- agbqghq csechaala okasj ala, dee wuri, ma
zytakwa ohie ha ga-ete dota, were na-eche mgbe
or1r1 ga-eru n’ihi na -oriri abughlr; onu nkahie,

Nalnyom na- aaa bim bim bim* n’ebe - ana-ere :

azu isha, egwus1 ose bekec ogili na 1s;k;llpum

Ndikom. na- agaghan n'ebe a na-ere- okiko ka

ha zyry egbcnu ha ga-eji ]QQ chi.

Ubochl eruwela, - ma ¢ fodury 'otu ubochj ka
.owata tie ihe: ¢ na-amyry anya, ka: yra:wee’ tua ya.

Ugonwa stechaala ebe nile ha maa mma ile

anya, . kpatakwa nku, chute mmm, ma zutakwa _
ymuy -igworigwo na 1gwor1gw0 ihe e ji-.esi ihe orm,{‘

p’ihi na-agha 2 kara aka- adighi eri ‘agwurg, n’ihi
na ukpara okpoko gburu, 0 bu nti chiri ya.

3
° O wee gbaa ngu, gwoo abacha, were azu mpete

'._wunye nqku, ha nile taa, ma tara iko mmanya nuo..
“n’olu. n'efu..

- Ezeonyekwelu wee wynye Ugonwa.cgbenu'bur_u )

ibu ¢ zutara n’ahja. O kelee ya tuo ya *“di oma.”
0 wee gaa gbusa gbala okukuy n’ogbu chi ya kwy
n’iru ylo mkpuke. Nonyerem wee buru okuko ahu
tuchasa ugbene ya na-ezi ama ha. Ha. wee sie
okyko ahy na-cgburlgm egburi dota ya n’ekwu gkuy,

- ma_ na-eche chi ahy na-ekweghi efo ‘efo ka ofoo.
Mkpotu na-ada ebe nile n’ihi ndl buru ibu algm.

‘chi, na ndi e bugara ibu ahuy. Qbu czu: na Eze-
.onyekwc]u na- Ugonwa atynyeghi: aky n’any nkita,
ma ha anughl onye pwyrn anwy, nke upzy akwa ya

"na-aty, n’thi na afiyrj otu nwa ba muytara oke siri
wili bilie karirj nke ndj ¢ buru ibu algm chi.

O by ndmyom pa-alo chi, ma ndi nwoke pa-alQ &
- mmug. O nweghi ihe di iche na-etiti ha abyg n’ihi
na ¢ by ihe ha kwuru na o kere. ha ka ha na-

egburu okuko, ewu, ebulu na ehi. Ma ndinyom

na-egburu gbu c¢hi ba okuko, ndi nwoke ra-egbu--

sara okpesi na 1kcnga na ofo Qbara ihe - ahu
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ba zytara 2’ibi pa ndinyom enweghj ikenga na okpesi.
fhe ¢zo di kwe iche by na ndj awocke na-eti
mmonwi mgbe a na-alo mmue n'thi na o by orir

diirj ha, Ajikwy abalj na agymmoowy. na eayekuruye
na-apytakwa n’abalj’ ya, ma 9 by nanj ymy-ntakjrj

n]woke_.ha-eti umay mmonwy mgbe ndj obodo  na-
aloech R
" lkepyry Ezeonyekwelu kwererj: Nonyerem na

ﬁa ga-enye ya ego ¢ ga-eji ame mmonwy. Ma o

ughi panj ego ka ¢ ji ama mingowy.

- Onye choro jmata mmgnwu;na-ebute" oba gkwa
~-e ghere eghe, tic aky okporoko ma-obu’ Qsukwy.

na.akpoghj akpo onke ukwu. Ma cave ahy e’ tighj

aky, o bute isi aky bekee. abyg ma-gby atg, dika
~ist akn bekee ahy siri bu ibu. _

~ Onye na-ebuteghj oba ykwa burn ibu, ma-by
onye ykwa o butere na-atgghj ytg, ha na-eji utytoro

okpo mee ya isi ya agbaa kpuryjoko, ka ooye isi
‘ya gbara akpy. Ln.7 . oo ‘
. Onye choro i mata mmoowy na-ewetakwa é‘go.‘

at, ego ayorp, me chitakwa akwa a ga-cji kechie

.

~ Ya anya mgbe ¢ na-ama - mmenwyg. - _

s Ezeonyekwelu . wee chinye Nonyerem ego ato,
- noe ya- by Ugonwa  ghee oba ukwa, tje aky ocha

- wynye nime oba ykwa ahy wee bunye ya, ma chirj

otuCakwa nwa-jwa) ya"chinye ya.

£ %4 Noayerem kelee ha, were abalj aliy gas ezi.

ama Ichekoky n’ebe ndj chory | mata mmonwy na-aga.
Ma o rubeghi n'ezi Osisingwere mgbe o zutere Naa-
buife na Chukwucuers p'uzg, © won swa ha na va
& jikerela jmeta mmonwy, ba wee kporo ya gaa ka
ha tiputs mweowy ba.  Nonyerem pa-esota ha p'azu

i3 egw juputare ya p'ahy n'ihi na onye afy ghars

a'ugwa pa-aty egwd mgbe ¢ hurp okporoke i,
Mgbe ha rutere n'ezi Ejiofo, Chokwuemeta

‘hapy ka me buru ba yzo gaa ka ¢ kpokota ndj
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929 - Nnabyife na - Nonygrcm wee . gaa n’iro’ ahy
n'cbe .jgwe. 'mmadu: zukgtara, ~Agu. mmqnwu wee.
‘na-ede. “wim, wam; wum, wony; wudm”.

7 34  Nnabyife wee tie mkpu si, Ogbedu na-ablakwa-o ;
Agu Wimonwg wee bec onwu onwy, “wum, wum,
swum waom; wunu'. Nnabyife wee gwa Nonyerem
na - agw mmonwu ndj -abu na-atagbu mmady.
“Nonyerem kuja,” ma- Nnabuuc gwara ya na egwu-
-ad1gh1 ‘

. Mgbe Nnaburfe tiri_mkpt ozg kwue ‘na ogbodu

‘na-abja. ebe nile -di- juy. . Emesia - Chukwuemeka

Iaghach1 niro ahu, hana igwe mmady ndi ozo wee nara

ndi nile chgrq jmata’ mmonwy ykwa ha butere - taa;

‘wee nakwdera ha ego ha wetara kee onye @bula. ma

chirj nke ya wunye n "akpa ya,

. Ha ‘wee kpgkota ndj ahy ghetara pkwa, nara
‘ha akwa kechle ba anya ha abyo, wee gwa ha kwuru ,
na-mgbara. ' Ha nile mee dika’ ha- givara ha- '

Ha wee. kee ndi’ahn okpo n'isi otu otu, ‘ma: gwa'
ha emela mkpotu n’ihi agl mmonwuy emee tagbue ha;
. Ha wee mechite ony, nwee ndidi n’ihi na akl,l gury
‘mwatd’ agguy adighi -ary 'ya afo, n’ihi'na. onye bu- 1bu‘
- 'n’isi ka ibu na-anyi. ‘

Agu mmgnwy wee- bce, egwu. Juputa ndj ahu'

1l ahu, .ibubo na-akpata. oyl wyo ha n’ahyma ndj
~ahy nd-ama ha mmonwg gwara ha agbala QSQ

sl 2.0 16 '

DRV Mmonwu kariri iri wee puta pia. ha osisi_ ha

" nile gbasasxa ouye daa n’ala o bilie n’ihi na e kechiri

ha anya. Ma pdi ahy nwere ndidi- n’thi ha ¢ by

oke ndidi ka ebmta jiri amy. nwa ogwu jura n’ahy.

Ha wee kpokota ndj ogbodu aby gwa ha kwue
ndi nile by enyi ha nwanyi n’otu n’octu, ma ha
emeghi otu ahy mmoowy apia ha osisi .nke ga-eme .
ka ahu ha byru o¢bara g¢bara. Egwu bia ndi aby
n'anya, ha wee kooro ha ndi nile bu enyi ha nwanyi.
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Q chi wee -daa n'ebe nile. Emesia mmonwy
ahu wee pia ha osisi ma gwa.ha kelee ha daaly .
mgoe ha piachara ha, ha were egwi mee dika ha -
gwara ha, : :

. Mmg¢awy ahy wee gaa jide ndi ahu n'oiu n'oiu
topu akwa e kere ha n’anya, tupu ha kpughepu ihe
ha’jiri kpuchie. iru ha. Ha legharja anya, wee mata
na ndi ahy kpururj mmoeswy by mmady -ibe ha, ndi
ha matara nke gma.. Ha nile wee chja ochi. Ma ndj
ahy doro ha-aka na ntjwee .gwa ha ekwukwala ihe
ha hyry, o’ihi pa ha mec etu ahy mmenwy ‘nile dj
n’obodo agbaa izuzugbe n’1lo onye aby. Ha ga-eme
ka onye ahu bunye ha ykpa arury, nkata erugheru,

jiji di ndy, ykpa.agbusi na nkefa.’ igwu - pa
ehinchi. = - - ' I

Ndj ahy by _og-bodﬁ‘amdrala- mmonwy, ha wee

kelee ndi ahy gosiri-ha mmonwy, ma kwe kwa ha

nkwa na ha ga-eghetara ha oba ukwa ¢zo. Nonyerem -
na ndi 9zo kelee ha wee ‘soro ha gwurie egwu rue
mgbe chi kere abug, ike gwy ha, ha nile wee lagha-.

‘chi n’ylo ha di iche iche,

N’echi ya. Ugonwa sie ykwa, sug nri akpy jkpo- -
ke, sie ofe ¢ra sie ji awayi wee dotara otytn mma-
dy ha kporo oriri n'ybochi ahu. Ugonwa gwokwa
ukpaka na- okporoko ma Ezeonyek welu ketara - ukwy
ewu na aou npkijta, nutekwa ijte mméipya ahyo..
"~ Mmady wee juputa n’ylo ha na-eri ihe nile ha

siri, na-afiy kwa mmanya rue n’sbali, ichu nta

wee buryzia n’azg ylo nchi.
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) "Ndi be gnyi kweou”

Q .na-aby e zﬁkota_ka_ a dj eri udele, a totuo

.ngiga.» N’ibi ya, ihe Nonyerem na umy-ntakirj ibe

ya na-ekwu mgbe ha zuke¢tara n’iro Dunu na-eso
mmonwy n'echi ya, by etu ha ga-esi kpok¢ta ndi
ogbo ha, '
abyghij ysa. T o -

_Qtuty ogbo di n’obodo Alaoke, ma ndj fodyry

nye ha aha - n’ihi pa jhe oge ya ruru

* nanj mmady atg, ma ndi nwere nng kwuru nny
. mmady. Ma ogbo bucha isi n’obodo ahy by Ajaba.

Ndj. by odydy by Amakekwu na Otigkpo. -

~ Qgbo ndi oz¢ dj.n’obodo Alsoke by Udele,
Omumy-oky, Ichele, Abjaka-asj, Ekwueme, Qcholy,
Qchoky, Amuka-ckwu na otigkpg.
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Pl " O rue n’ubochj Orie, ha doo ya aka na ntj wee
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Ha wee kwurita na ha ga-ckpoke ozbo -ha |
n’pbochj Orie, n’ihi ya ka ba gwarjta ndj otz ha na

okyko gbara afo abughizj uyom o¢kuke.

Nonyerem soro ha kwerjta wee las, ma mgbe
0 lara wee koro nne na nna ya, ihe ahy cjughi ha

afo n'ihi na mmeko Nonyerem na ndj otu ya emenyela -

ha yjo n’shy, Ma mgbe ha na-abara onyeori ji by
Nonyerem mba, O were obi ya na-apj mbazy Q ga-

 cji jee ori ji xo.

Ma ndj okenye na-ekwu na osisi a naghj aso

nwoke n’anya ugboro abuo, n’ihi na agadi nwanyj :
oz daaugboro ada abyo, mmady aguo ihe dj n’ykpaya

ony.

gwa ya hie aka n’anya mgbe ¥a na ndj ozo na-emeko,
n’ihi ya ka ihe mere ya mgbe ha gara jchy nta ghara

ime 0zg. Ha ‘gwa ya na onye na-amaghj nne ya -
a dighj aga ‘ya -nzu ahja, n'ihi ya, na afo. tara ndj"

- se. &

Ameaka-ckwu mmiri, .ma. onye. jiri uche, o gbalagq.

O kwe ha, ma gwa ha na ya matara na onye ya .
na ndi mmye na-erikg nri na-enwere ha ako n'thina

uche ka e ji atoro nkjta nri. Ha kwe ya,‘mie ony,
O.wee pyo.  Ma o kwuru n’obj Ya pa ya emejoghi
awoke na ya emejoghj nwanyj, ma onye choo va
okwu n’cfu, aka abyg onye ahy nwere bie n’ala n’ihj
na onye na-achy okyko nwe ida ada. o

Mgbe Nonyerem pa ChukWuemekd na Nnébuife'i

rutere n’iro Duau, mmady bury aja dj n’akyky
osimiri n’ebe ahy. |
Onye ' odozi okwu ha wee Ewa ndj na-eme

mkpoty ka ndinyom na-azy ahja, ba chere, ebe nile

di jgy. , ‘

- O wee gwa ha s, “Ndj be anyj kweny!” Ha
zaa ya, “Yaa”. O kwue ya ugbo ato, ha kweere ya,
“Yaa”. O kwue na okokporo bilie n’akwa ya n’ong
utpty wee pyo, mgbe o laghachijrj, nty ytuty aghaghj
idi na-eche ya n’ihi na mmiri di n’¢ju, na-eche nwa-
vkita. Ha za ya na o kworu ezi okwu. -
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O wee gwa_ha na usy -feruru n’elu. oji abughi.
kwa nwa usy, nibi ya na ha agaghj abury awata
kwa afo, na okokporo luta- nwanyi, ¢ kwyg onye.
mmyg ugwo o ji ya. U

TTn wnila 1 1 1r e ia . nuwai
11a nile kuo aka, kwue na ha by ¢ lelia awaite

© gbonyuo okuy. .

Onwyasoanya by onye gka okwu ahu wee kwue
pa mmadu ole naole bu ndi di n’ogbo Amaka- -
ekwu, ndi ya gwara ka ha bia mgbe ha ga-enwe
ogbo ohyy, dika omenala ha siri di. Ha wee gwa .
ya na ¢ dighj egwu di abia njo. : -

Ha wee guputa ndi isi ha, na onye ga-gjidere
ha ego, na onye na-ary okwu mgbe obuyla ha nwere
nzikg. Ha kwukwara ego ole ha ga-akwy n’otu

‘n’otu tupu onye obula abanye n’ogbo ahu, ma '

kwupute kwa ihe ha ga-akwy kwa afo, guputa kwa

iwu ha na ihe onye dara iwu obula ga-enye ha.

_ Tupu ha agbasaa, ha kwuru na ha ga-egburu

ogbo bu ha isi otu ehi, siere ha erimeri, lutere ha

mmapya wee gwa ha pa ha atetala nwa, n’ihi na nwa
Emecheta kwuru na onye siri na anikirjja rjtue wee
ghara jsu bekee, ¢ di ka onye ahy o- siri n’elu aja
e doro edo wyug n'ala. : : :

Aha ha kwekoritara na ha. ga:-enyc‘ngq- ha by

'Odozi'bbodo, p’ihi na ha kwury na ¢.by ha ga-

edozi ihe aru ndi ochie mere. -

Megbe ndi okenye nury nke a, ha kwue na onye .
isi ka a gwara na nne ya na-alata ahja, o kwue.

si na ya@ pa-ele n’anya. Ndj 0zo kwue sj nd awa-

' ‘nza na-eto, ¢ di ka ¢ ga-akari nne:ys, ma mgbe

P

na-adighj anya, ihe mere nne'ya ¢ mee.ya. - .
Mgbe chi borg, anyanwy ghaa azjza ya n'ebe
nile, - ndi Alacke, ma nwoke ma nwanyi onye bilic

jhe ha kpatara n’emume ilo chi ba lgro.

Umy-ntakiri akpukpuriala isi ewu na nkijta ha
gburu. Q di ha ka ubgchj nile bury oriri pa Qfipay
n'ihi na ha chere na otu ewn ma o bu anu nna-

‘o na-aga sunkom bjankom n'ihi na otuty erifuchaala
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ha gburu ugaghj agwy agwu, n’thi na nwata kpatara
Q8y ji chere na ya ga-eri ya ogu afo. _
- Nonyerem were aziza zaa mbara ezi ha na nlo
ka wee chiri- ebe ya wonye o’olu, chirj mkpyry ajj-
- riia kworg murn. murl wynye n'akpa ghants wee
puQ. e '
-~ Nne na nna ya akpola ya_ ols oku asaa, ma
aku atutaghj eleke ntj-oba, ha wee kwue $i n’ebe
agbogho bury ya kpuo ara.

-Nna ya kpu okwu n’gnu mgbe mmady turu ya

aha. Ezeonyekwelu zaa ya, ma gwa ya bata n’yly.
Onye ahy bata, Ezeonyekwelu kpoo ya - Ekwuofu,
- ©2a ya. Ha jurita ibe ha maka.ezi na ulg ha. Ekwu-
ofu chirji akpa nwa-ehi. ya kosa n’akuku ylg, dota

mkpo ya n’ebe ahy, tara ikikere eze buru oche nze.

0%du, ma chikonata akwa Qgo-enwe-ute ya pianye
n’etiti pkwu ya abug; Ha wee kparjwa uka okenye
na ibe ya pa-akpa. ' S . '

Ezeonyekwelu kwacharja, taa ikikere eze ‘kpa-
kwuru 'kpakwuru” ma juQ ya ma ¢ kwoola aka gtuty?
Q gwa ya na ya akwgbeghi. , )
- Ezéonyekwelu kuo Ugonwa, gwa ya were oba
kutere ha mmiri ka'ha kwoo aka ututy tutu ha aias
-gji. Ugonwa kutere ha .mmiri ha kwo aka, o kelee
Ekwuofu, ha jyrita maka umu-ntakjri ha. Ugonwa
gwa ya ka ya gaa sie ite ofe n’pky. Ekwuofu gwa. ya
“gaa sie n'ihi pa_ije ytuty pury eteela, ka ya rachaa
ofe onugbu tutu “ya alaa. ,

Ugoawa chirj gchi, tury myo myo @s¢ ghaba-
nye nime ulg mkpuke ya.' Ezeonyekwelu butuo -okwa
nzZu were nzu. teo, kpopuru Ekwuofu o were tuo.
- Ezeonyekwelu gaa n’aka nwa-ehi ya chiputa ¢jj a
wara awa lee ha anya wunyekwa. - :

Ekwuofu- kpara anya n’aka na-ele ya. C_)gaa_

-n'akyky ylo, foputa ofu iko o tinyere n'elu uko.
- Iko ahy tyry anwyry. .
O wee kwughee vya, fopyta akpa ute nwere

mkwuchi, kwughee ya weputa otu 0ji ugo di .

nime ya tinye nime okwa oji, chiri mkpuyry
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ose .nwutoro ang wunye nime ya -wee bunye Ekwu- "

ofu, gwa ya: na Q_]l abjala,

Ekwuofu kwe ya, kelee ya ma gwa ya na gji.
eze d1 eze naka Ezconyckwelu ch1a QChl, gwa ya

na adighj aby isi ji, ma maa mUdl.gx i'aia,

Ekwuofu kwenyere ya, nmara ya oji go9, ma
mgbe ¢ na-awa ya, Nonyerem. meghere yzo bata.
Ekwuofa mumurie imurimu Qchl, kwue na Nonyerem

siri. o'yl mmug loghachj n’ywa. E’Ieonyekwelu'

gwa ya na ya nQ na-ele ywa anya..

. Ekwuofu were ogene ¢jj taa were otu o0se taa,
ma bunye Ezeonyekwelu, O were 0ji na ose taa. wee
dota okwa ¢ji n’elu ikpo. Ha abyuo nodu ala tygba
ukwu Ezeonyekwclu were mkpuru aziza na-afacha
eze 'ya,

Nonyerem bata n’ulg kelcc Ekwuofu. 0 kwe

ya juo ya ma ¢ dila ike? Q zaa ya na ya adila,

~ Ndi okenye na-ekwu si na nwata rie’ ihe ‘¢ na-
amypry anya, ura atfip ya. Nonyerem na-aga kwa

mgbe ka @ mata ma jsi aky, aky bekee @ kuru m;tara

¢ kpogla . nky.
' Mgbe ¢ gara lee ya apya n'ytyty ahy, o nwere

obi ofiy n’1thi na o kpowala nku, o wee koorg Eze-
onyekwelu. O wee tie mkpu gwa Ekwuofu ka o-chere
ka ha kwata aku ahuy n’ihi na ad: hi egbue mbe
dota echi na ¢ bughj ndi nze ga-abq

Ekwuofu kwenyere ¥4, ha  wee gaa ighota ya,
Ezeonyekwelu ‘were otu " osisi otosi dutuo isi aky
bekee iri na abno n’aju aku bekee abuo, ndi na-
aga n'yzo onye puta o guzoro na-eche ka e gbuwad

.aky aby ka ya ghurg oke ya taa.

Ezeonyekwelu wee gbuwaa isi aky 1sii,. ghuputa
ha, mmadu oile taa, ma naoj ndj tara aku ahy by

ndi lyry nwunye muta umu na ndmyom lui‘u di wee

muta ymu.

Dika omenala ndjIgbo siri dj, ¢ bu nanj ndi -

bu noe na 1na mmadu na—cn mkpuru osisl
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mbu nke osisi mmady kury mitara. Niki ya, .ony

- Nonyerem edetyghj ya, ma_ 9 mara 0so, kwee n’isi

sit na ihe di-jyry inye dgoli npwanyi aghaghj- idj
n’ahia. - o I o -
- Ezecnyekwelu wee gwa Ekwuolu ka o pjara ya
nwa-mkpl ya amu. Ekwiofu kwere. -

- ‘Ezeonyekwelu wee gzia"_., menye mmany ojukwu .
.pime ibe mkpokoro aku bekee, were kwa oknp kute -

miniri, ma wetakwa mma aguba dota wee gaa dokpy-

_ta mkpi ahy.

- Ekwuofu- chirj akwa §a pia na ngada ya buru
oche nwanyi nodyry okwu nodu ala, ma zodo ykwu

ewu abuo ykwy ya.

Ezeonyekwelu jide aka ewu ahy, dolite ya elu, |

Ekwuofu ‘were mma pja- ewu aby amy, mkpi. ahy
na-cbe yya ‘gbaa gbaa ghaa’. O wee tee mmanuy n’ebe
hy, menye y& mmany n’ony, o rachaa.-O wee hapy

‘yatie ya aka n’ukwu, ewu ahy wee tuo myo myo
080 gaa n’akyky aja. ulg guzoro. L
-~ * Ezeonyekwelu kelee Ekwuofu, wee- bunye Nonye- .
rem -amu'ewu ahy ka o’bunye U}gqn-wa ka Tgonwa -

sie ‘ha abuo ka ha rie

N'on__y_er_e:‘m' mee d'i_k.a‘ ‘o' gwara ya. -

Ndi okenye kwuru si na diochi a - djghj akocha-
- ihe "¢ hyry o’elu mkwy,. p’ihi ya o by nowayQ nwayo
- ka agbogho- ji aracha ofe di ¢oku. . o
. Ma Nonyerem n¢ n’ulo ha na-eto. n’ahy na
n’uche na ' amamihe. Ka ¢-dj n’ubgchi nta ka anyj.
- chyg anu n’azg ylo nchi. o
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“Q wee heric ji aby mkpirisi mkpirisi”
© Qkwa gwara nwa ya, ¢ bury na ¢ tyru ji ya
tyry mkporogwy, na a dighj ama ka a na-dtawa aky, -

- anya apyta, ka ¢ ga-abu onye nwe ji gwuru ii ya, ka

ha dj ndg. L o _
. - Ezeonyekwelu by obye na-ako ji nke ukwu, :
- w'hi ya ¢ na-eke ¢ba ji buru ibu. Q na-ake udj ji i
dj otuty, ma ayobe, ito, ukom, abana, adaka, ji oku,
- na ji abji. Ndi okenye pa-ckwu si na cjuna gawa,
¢ kpyry ikirike ya, n’ibi ya Nonyerem adighj ele anya
. n'azyg nlisoro ya ;g‘s_s‘ia‘oln_n’ubi ha. _
.41, Ezeonyekwelu wee chog ka o waara Nooyerem :
ji 0 ga-ako. ka ya wee mata 'maoby kwa dike ;
. n'ezie. /Q by czie na okokporo ma-cghe ykwa }
ia na-akudo ike 'eju_/ na @ dighj onye ya'na ya dj
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nwere, ma Ezeonyekwelu. choro ka ya hy na gkuko
-aby oke sitere w'eju, ka ita aka o’gny ghara
gere azuo T T
O wee wara Nonverem ji bunyve va.- Nonyerem
buru ‘yota -ymy-okorobia mmaduy ato, ba bia. kooro
ya ji ahy Nne ya. by Ugonwa wee buru ihe okuku
gaa n'ebe ahu kgo, ma oka, ma mkpry enini, ma
inine, mkpyry anara; -akidi, eli’ emi ony, ra rakpyru

- ogili, ra makwaa -osisi akpyl n’ubi ahy-

. . . : . / - 4 - * - 4 '
 Nonyerem siere .ndi ahu oriri, ha rijuo afg wee

- laghachi n’ylo ha di iche iche.

'/ Mgbe izu. Igho gara,r Nonyerem .na Okeohia
Ogbuehi wee soo mma ha na anypike ha, were

‘atikpa tinye nime mmiri ma_tee u’ahy ha, maa ogu.

H-27

kpurg n’ony:wee gaa jsy ohia Ogwugwu,

Ohja Ogwugwu ahy by n’ebe ,-,a'na-atuhye umy

ejima na ndi buru 9z pue eze el:. -e wee pigbue

. ha. N'ihi ya. o by nanj ibe ite pa ite ekpuru jupy-
- tara n’ebe ahu : '

Ngiriga ute. na ule mkpara e kechiri ekechi

juputakwara n’ebe abu. Q by ute e jiri kechie otu

.ndi ajadu nyara mgbe ha na-akwa ajadu n’okpuru

pko, na ntutu isi a kpychaputara n'isi “ndi ajadu

-na ndi na-akwa ndi nke ha nwury anwy.

Ogbuehi “ee chiri mkpury akwy ojukwu taa,
buo ya.n ohiz ahy, ‘Nonye.em mee dika o mere, ha

were atikpa tee, wee chiri mma ha ‘sochara nke

_oma baoye n’ohia ahy na-asy ya.

Ndj okenve na-ekwu si ta ¢hi na-arigo uzwu,

gwara UBWU na ya Dna-azZogwo ys, ugwu zaa ya na

" ya na-ese ¢hi ahy vkwu tii; n’ihi ya gkuko no n'elu
" ogige na-agba_cgwg, ogige na-agbakwa egwu, :

.
R S
A

emery mmadu ahu. bara uba ka aja di n’akuky -

agwo di n’ghja ahy,

Q by ezie pa ha na-asy ohja ahy, ma ihe na-
osimiri. Ma akpi, agwo, ofpro-ala, akubara, agbaro-
ko, na ibe ekpem, ibe ite pa oky na ggwy a gworo

Ed
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 Ha na-asy ohja ahy, ma otu nwanyi abia lee
ba.anya, juo ha ihe ha pa-eme. Okeghia aza ya
na oké agbaghi gsg, godudu ya agbaa oky. Nwanyi
aby wee tiri oke mkpu  gbalaga, naekwu si, “Ogwu-"
gwu doony, Ogwugwu anyi doonu0.” Anya mmiri
na-aga ya n’anya ‘pem. pem’ n’jhi na asi:nwata
kpoo mnsi ¢ na-anyughi ¢kpy apyta ya n’anya.
Mmady wee gbakota juo ya ihe mere awo jir

_ gba= ¢so ehihie.

O wee gwa ha na .owoke 2 ngrola n'ulo ya
wee nokpo¢ amu, nihi ya na anya ya -ahuyla
oti ya. Ma mgbe otuty mmadu- were -iwe n’ihbi
na_ o gwaghi ha ihe chupuru nwanyi n’ylo di ya,
¢ gwa ba gaa n’ghia Ogwugwu ka ha wére anya ha

‘hy ihe na-ehe n’ebe ahy. ;Igwe-;\ﬁmjmadu:ahu- wee

gaa. :

" Ma_ tupu ha e ruo, Ok‘:éhia ‘ba Nonyerem ama-
rala na ajo ysy abatala n’oke ¢ji, ha wee chiri mma
ha laghachi n’ylo ha di iche iche,

Obodo ahu wee na-akpo aghara, ma ndi mma-
du smaghi etu ha ga-esi gwa. ‘eze npa ¢ dara ibii.
Ha amaghi kwa -etu ha ga-esi gwa onye jere
'obodo ndj mmuo okwu.  Ndj okenye na-ekwu sj
na asokata eze anya, ekpulu nkata wee gwz ¥ya
okwu.~>Ndi obodo wee gbaa izuzugbe n’iro Dunu

‘,-~wée kwue na ha ga-ezi Ajaoku ka ¢ gaa zie Ogbaehi’

vko, ka nnudy bere uya ghara ibe -kwa ¢z, pn’ibi
na agbaghi uzo owele mgba ma ezi ya echila.
Ndi obodo wee zigakwara Ezeonyekwely uko
wee gwa ya na osisi adighi egwu nwoke n’anya ugbo
abug, n'ihi ya ka ¢doo nwa ya aka na nti, na nne
ehii akarjala jry n’oku. - o '
 Ezeouyekwelu ahyla na Nonyerem abughi -aku
o na-aby mmady takata, ¢ bufao. O wee bukonye

- Nonyerem osisi ¢tgsi, azu, oforg ngwo na akanya

ka owee typ ulo mbu ya.
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ahy,

‘ghara ikpo ya nwa ‘aby na mme’,

Nonyerem wee rjo ndj enyi ya ha biara ya olu,

ha gbaa ¢to doo. 'O rue n’cchi ya ha doyaa aja ylo,

Were mmyuma maa ala ulg. Ugonwa wee  tere ya ylo

Nonyerem wee kee ein vigahy, dunye ya akahy‘a.
O makwara ikpo n’ebe Q ga-na arary ura, -kes kwa

uko oke-eri-azy, na akpata n’elu ekwu oky

Nonyerem emeela ihe mmady na-eme e wee

Ezeonyekwelu wee cho ka ya suere okpara ya

- nsi ‘uwa, nke bu emume mby mmady na-eme tupu
- amara na ¢ batala na dimkpa. ‘

O wee kpoo Ekwuigbo ka o buru ihe. 0ji esu
nsi bia n’ubochi Orie. Ezeonyrkwelu wee gwa ikwu
pa ibe-ha ka ha bja n’iti na Nonyerem ga-esu “isi
Bwa, nke by nsi- mby mmady na-esu,

Q’,;zf O dj uzo nsj-ato mwady na-esn. Nke mbuy by -

Nsj ywa, ke abye 0 na-esu ma o suchaa nke a, by

Nsi ekwensu. Afg nke ato y2, onye ahy amalitezia
isu ezigho nsi. : ' :

Mgbe a:na-esu nsi- ndja, -nwanyj adighi eri ihe

~ e jiri suo -ya, ma onye na-esubeghi usj by nwoke

adighi kwa edety ihe e jiri suo ya jre. _ o
- Ndj nwoke pa-esn nsj; na-sjisi ike na-esu ya kwa
an. P . B . .

Bzeonyekwelu ewekotachaala ihe dj mkpa e ji
. esu nsi, wee na-echezi ka ubochj akara aka rue.

~ N'ubgchj ahy, -Ekwuigbo.bukorq'ukwu mkpo-
Iogwn nke akanta na elianwa 8a. okpukpi mmady

di pime ya, ma jidekwa ukwu omy. 7 .
Ukwu mkporogwy ahy na-eji- oji n'ihi na
0 makwuynyere ya n’okpuru uko, n’elu ekwu oky. -

Ekwuigho wee . kelee Ezeonyekweln, ha- kwee

n'aka, juo onwe ha maka ndi ulg ha, Ekwuigbo wee

gaa kwasa ndundu na myomy¢ nile o buru bia n’otu
akuky ezi. o -
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Otpty  mmady wee ‘na-abjaketa, ha na,-/gkpa_
nwa-chi, ngwu agiljga na atatfiy otyty nime ha kwy-
nyers n'akps nwa-zhi ha, o.wee na-aky mgbe ha
na-aga ije. ‘

Otyty ymy-nwoke wee jupyte p'ebe ahy n’ihi .
na oriri na-agba oky, n’ihi na mmady adighj ahapuy
n'cbe a na-echi 0zo wee gaa n’ebe a na-alg agwy.

Ekwuigbo wee dota ¢kpykpy mmady n’ala, ha
wee nye MNomyerem mma, gwa ya gaa  gbue ya.

MNonyerem wes gaa gbue ya ube mma aty wee puo.

bt

O wee bury na o gbutela mmady, n'ihi na onye pa-
eghughi mmady adigh esu msi. - C

Obi wee too Nonyerem uto n’ihi na nwa Eme-
cheta kwuru na ¢ daa ejeghi Qgbuy, ya arigoro

w'elu ogbu chi kwy n'iru Glo ha, wee mata na ya

& Jeela ogbu.

Ezeonyekwelu gaa n‘oba ji ya, chiputa ji abana..
mme abyo, MNonyerem naraya hie n’anya, berie ha
mkpirisi mkpirisi, wee tinye ha n’ibe eju were do-

kwasj ya n’elu okporo ufukwu atQ e jirl mee akwi.

kwa wee kwanye ya oky.n’okpuru, E mesia -ha bukg-
ro ma ufukwu ma ji, ma ibe eju wee tunye ha

‘n’ajo obja. Ibe ahyu e siri ka a na-akpe nsj mbufu,

n’ihi na mmady adighj edetu ya ony.

Ezeonyekwelu wee chiputa ji ocha, ndi mmaduy
nara ya bachaa, berie ya n'ibe n'ibe wee wuynye -
n’ite ka ha wee gbue awayj. Ekwuigbo wee chjputa
mhkpqrqgwu ndi ahy na-akpychanye ha nime ite ji
ahy. - : : ' L

Nonyerem gaa jide egbenu, hie n’anya ya, zoo
ya ugboro ang n’anyanwy wee gbue ya, tynye gbara
ya nime ite ji ahy. Ha wee sue ose tinye, tinye nau
na mmany na ogili, isha, yabasj na mmiri,

Ezeonyekwelu wee gwa Ekwuigbo ua dibja na-
afy opi na-emecha imi, wee nye ya otu ¢ly Qkuko
ahy, na wee sie any ndj ozo ka:mmady anile ndj
ozo kesasia., 5 '
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—> Ekwuigbo wee pichaa ibe igbegulu ato kpoo ha
n’ala were mere akwukwa, wee dokwasi ite ji ahy
n'elu ya, }yere_mkpgrogwu» wee ‘mere eku ha jiri

akpsegha ji ahu,

f
i
|
|

Mgbe' ji' ahy ghe're,; ha fotuo ya n’ala, mmady

nile wee risaa ha, ma Nonyerem edetughj ihe nile
abu ony, dika omenald igbo'siri di.

E mesja, Ekwuigbo' gaa: bee -Noayerem omuy
o'aka, wee bo ya mkporogwy adj ahy n'isi ugboro
ang. Ekwuigbo tara. ‘mmanya; Ezeopy ekwelu butere
o otu o nwere. ike e kelee' ha, ‘buru ogwy ya
' pukpy mma ;- dota’ kwa“ ha' n’okpuru

‘akpo ya mgbe ozo.

ylo Ezeonyckwelu wee tuo
ke, otuty’ nime - ha -maara’
020 kelee” Ezeonyekwelu pa
2l na: ube mma:by gji ihe n’ahy.

2 ‘ha sinyiri-oha mmady

nri 0'thi A2 ndi okenye: na-ekwu'si'na yha siere
chaowy; ma. otu onye siere

‘i nile:gba Qtar
.minanya eta zha_'_ nwere",’i

oha mmady'oriri, hae richaa ya.” - . -
_ Ma a gaghi aji oiiye na-akwa onc ya ike ma chi

DA
2
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IKENGA NWOKE

D;ka okita - siri wee hu onye n_]uru afq wee sowe
ya n’azy, buru n’uche ya na ¢ byru na onye ahg
anyughi anyu, ¢ gboo agboo, etu ‘ahy ka m chorg -

ka  onye obyla na-csonye n’omenala ndia, n’ihi na

ooye na- agaghi akwykwo adighi aga okuzi,

Onye ¢bula nke na-esughl nsj ywa na nsj ekwensu
n’ala Igbo adighi enwe ikenga, n’ihi na ndj okenye
na-ekwu si na nwa mbu- ejeghx _ije, -pke abuyo
adlghl agbanwu 950. '

Mgbe mmadyg suchara nsj abuyg nd:a, onye '
ahu. na-aga gwa onye pa-aty nka ka ¢ tutara ya’
zkenga ¢ ga-eji wee su ezigho nsi. ‘

" Onye obyla na-atubeghi ulo nke ya ad;gh;'
enwe 1kenga n’ithi npa mmady adjghi ewsre 1kenga
ya dota nulo mmady 020. ‘ '

Onye ahu nweta 1keuga ya, Qtyo ya omuy gburu- :
gburu, tee ya nzu n’anya. - Onye abu zyta mmanya,
o tasara ya wee fiugo  nke fodury. Onye ahy
gbue - okyko, o gbusara ya: Qbara okyko ahy..

_ Nonyerem esuela nsj uwa ‘na  osi ekwensu.
O wee gaa -gwa onyc na-aty bpka, ooye ahy’
tutara ya ikenga. O wee kpokota ikwu na ibe ya

na ndi enyi ya, gwa ha pa ya choro ka. ha

bia n'ylo ya, n’ubochj NkWQ, n1h1 na ya na-cme

ikenga ya- Ill,]bQChl ahu

O gwara ha na o d1 mma' onye mmadu'
chetara n’oge oly, ka o cheta kwa ya n’oge oriri
n’ihr na nkita kwuru si na onye daara oanye, onye
daara onye na-cwe ka igwuri egwu nwee ugwu, ma
pa-aga n’iru,

Ha wee kwere vya, gwa ya n’otu n’otu pa
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ha ga-abia, n'ibi na oke ugan: na-akpo. @ bughi
kwa mmadu nile hurg obyla akwy osukwu werg {aa.

Nonyerem wee bilie n’isi vigin gaa n'uio Mweke
Zelobo na n'ulo Anakuylynwgji hute mmanya mgwo.
Mmanya elg ka o butere n'uip [feadike.

E mesia ¢ gaa n’ahia Nkwo Agy zgta egbgon
abUQ. . . .

Nne ya by Ugonwa jereri n'ahja n'uybochj Eke

wee wuyta abacha ¢ kpere-ekpe nke kpore nky ha
ga-agworo ndi ha kporo bia oriri na onuny,

Mgbe chi gbowara, anyanwy rute n’etiti igwe,
ndi mmady bidoro na-abja otu otu, ma ndi a kpyro

- akpo ma -ndi mmadu na-akpoghi, n’iki na onye
“kpatara nky aryrg gwara ngwere bja uanolj. G

Ugonwa na ndi ¢ gwara bia nyere ya aka wee

_sie. erimeri wee gbakota n'plg mkpuke na-esi the na-

edota.~ Qtuty mmada ndj ¢ kporo akpo dokpuytara
otu mbubo mmanya, otu mbubo mmanya, mghe ha
na-abija. : o

Nouyerem wee wonye ikenga ya omu wu’oly,
gbusa ya ¢bara okuko abuo ahy, waa oji tunyere
ya ma kwasa kwa ya mmanya. O wee chipuia ji

anQ bachaa,-were ha na okukg azhy nile sie- awayi,

o Mg‘bc-‘ha sichara ya, ha nile rie ihe ndj ahy,
nykwaa mmanya. Nne Nonyerem wee bupute ok

- ukwi akpu. a gworg agwo na vko azy di nime ya,

mmady ndi ahy nife wee taa, nykwaa mmanya.

~ Ha wee kelee Nonyerem na nna ya by Ezeonye-
kwelu pa nne ya by Ugonwa, gwa ha na onye syry
nrl asyka,> onye siri ofe esika. Mmadu ndj ahy

‘wee Jaa,

~ Malite n'ybgchj ahy Nonyerem na-eme Ikenga
ya mgbe obula o nwere ike ma-gby mgbe obyla
¢ kpatara ufa. . :

o~ 2.3 36
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st IR NA OTU
QGBY CHT . NONYEREM

Ndi okenye na-gkwu sf n& nwata kporo nna ya
n'ykwuy, ibe nes yva jirl byrg nwoke ayogchie ya amya,.
p'ihi na pwata erughj eru wee mara akwa na-akpy
n’ala, ikuku e burn ya pa akwa ya. _ '

Ma Ezeonyekwelu na-emere Nonyerem: ibe nile
ndj ggbe ya na-argtabeghj na nr¢ ime. Nonyerem
wee guzoro diks dirokpa o'ihi na @ hyry onye kwy-
doro ya n'azy, ’ihi na Qku okenye gynyere nwata
p'aka adighi emery ya ahy.

O wee tinye anya nime mmiri pa-achg ezigbo
nwany ¢ ga-alytara ota mkpyry anya ya ji isi ugwo _
by Nonmyerein, w'ihi na onye afiy gbara n'yzo iyi
ne-aty sgwu mghe obyla ¢ byry okporoko ijiji.
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Ezeonyekwely matakwara nke oma na osisi adjghj
€gWu nwoke n'anya ugboro abyo, n'ihi na ukpara
okpoko gburu, ¢ by ntj chiri ya. _

Nonyerem wee kwue n'ybochi ya ga-ama ogby

chi nkeaka ya n’ihi na okuko adighj echefi: jkpara chi
oS ™ It

y2 22 ske ya. O by ya ka o jiri kwue na Q na-aby- ya
kpaara chi ya, ‘kpaara aka ya, mgbe ya choro jkpa

nke ya, chi jie. _
" Q bu ezic na Ezeonyekwelu pa-acho ka ya Iynye

- Nofilyerem nwunye, ma obi na-eti Noayerem kpum,

n’ihi na ¢ by nanj nwata,: -

Ezeonyekwelu wee kpoo ya si, “Nwa'm, bia nody
»la ka m gwa gj, n’hi na e Topy nkita akpj, e gosjghj
¥a, @ dj ya kaa tury ya mbo,” O wee nQdy ala, chiry
4ka ya abuo wee ‘budo it ya, ma dpdo nku-aka ya
abug. n’ikpere, na-ele ya anya mo-o ka atgry.

Nna ya wee kpoo ya, ¢ za va, o gwa ya na onye
ung e gbughj.onye, o pueisi awo, n’ihi ya, na ya na-
agba ‘mbo djka ya nwere ike ka ya hyu na mkpu ha

eckighi n’ihi na onye otu anya ji isi ugwo, ma ¢'byry

Oa any agbaa ajQ 9so, dinta a gbaa ya ajo egbe.
Ezeonyekwelu wepyta mkpo ytaba ya welie ya elu

- Jee ya anya kuo ya n’ikpere ya ugbo ano, kwughee ya

mere, wee kwuchie nke fodyury nye Nonyerem, ¢ nara
ya merc ytaba wee nyeghachi ya. -Ha abyo wee
malite ikpo utaba. :

~77 Npa ya mere ytaba na mbo isi mkpjsj aka‘kpoo',
- -kwachaa akpirj ya, anya mmiri wee na-crudata ya

n'anya. O were azy- aka ori ya hichapy yg, wee
kwue sj, "ak’u Oonye na-agba ya anya mmirn.” :

O wee gwa Nonyerem na pky nwoke . kpéra'

'n’okochj ka © na-esonye n’oky n’udu mmiri, n’ihi
'Ya na Q by etu nnyny siri efe ebeghi ebe, ka ya ji

agba ya na-atughi aty.

Nonyerem wee gwa ya mara nke oma na dibja
na-agwQ otoro ednbeghj ike ya na mpio.

Ezeonyekwélu gwa ya na ya matara na nke
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ahy by ezi okwu ma ma onye'ya na ymy 'ﬁria va na-
ese okwu adjghi aly ogu n’ahia, n’ihi' pa o na-aby
n'ubochi ikpe. ¢ di ka amara:baa yba. o
" Nonyerem wee daa n’gchi. Ezeonyekwelu.gwa ya
a ha ga-achy aja ma ikpe mazia ndj mmyy. No-
nyerem kwere-ya. gwa. ya pa eziokwu 1a-akwy 0'1Q na
mmady adighi ahapu-igba Wweeits afo. -

- an’yéi"cm_w'%vfée-%éalaﬁ'gw_‘?a_.i,:j_i ogbe -ha na ya ga-

=3

ama ¢gby: chi‘n'yly’ ya; ni¢hibie’ echi: ya.. ,
Nechi ya' ¢ ‘gara-gbute ogb gwue “ala maa
a. QnwyasQanya wee. gaa.gbujite chichii, maa ya
p*akuky ogbu ahy, ma bukorg ighegiri gwue ha gburu -
gburu Vpgbu ahy. : TR .

A

E mesia ¢ gaa chiputa :j‘ia"(j']':'l'uu';'ivuisa;__'ﬁdi__ozq were

mma -bachaa ya','-'wc’e.;clji_;lcdjr_g«mgpir-igt_yg‘"ﬁil: ahy wu-

nye n’ukwa ogby-aby. -, o

Nonyerem’ wee jide.otu‘egbend, gbusa obara ya
n’okpesi ya. wee tychasia ya kpochda ba wee gburie
ya mkpirisi mkpirisi,ha:wee. were, ha:siwe ji awayi.
Ha wee ghota ose bekee. sue ogiri okpi, isha na umu
ine ndi ozo diiche iche nke na-eme ka mmadu mia
onu choo, mgbe ¢ na-eri ihe nile ahy wee tinye.

Mgbe ba sighere ya, mmady nile na-ekuli ume
elu na-ekuda.-ha nile’ wee buru.oche ha-gaa ¢ku awayi
aby gburu gburu, na-eri ya ka oke. nkita.- -

Mgbe ha richara, ha rachaa aka ba, fichaa ha
n'ukwy na n’isi ha, wee gaa ifiy mmanya mgbagbu
ijiji. Ebe ahy nile wee na-ada oke vda, n’ithi mkpotu.
ndj mmanya na-egbu na-eme. - ‘

E mesia, ha nile wee laa, ogby Nonyerem guzoro
na-eto, wee na-eche pbochj oku ga-anyy ‘ka e wee
wysa owara, n’ihi pa ejula gawa, 0 kpuruy ikirike ya.

- Ma mgbe onye obula nwere ogbu chi chiliri aka
onwy, ¢ bu ndi ogbo ya na-aga. buo ogbuy ya suree
ya okw. .. - -
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ISI IRl NA aByo
. -
OBUJULUKPA . NA-EFE EFE

. -

“O bara akpa jide mkpo ¥2 pa-asy o'sis®
“Alafly na-ada “tafiym tafigm tafiym”, mmady
nile pa-ele anys ka ha mata ihe mere 0 jiri na-ada,

Nwa okyko na-ebe “pjo Pi¢ pio.”” Nne Noayerem bu
Ugonwa wee chee na ¢ by egbe

Ma o bughj sgbe butere awa-okyko kama ¢ by Ogbu-
ehi Obujulukps ka awa-okyko na-ebe yya na-akpa ya.

Obujuluka jide mkpo ya na-asy n’ale ne-aga wee
na-asy ude. Q) na-aty pmy otakirj egwu mgbeha zute-
re ya 0’yzo n'ihi na o mere okenye nke ukwu. Nke
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: ) na-acho jburu nwa .
okuko, 0 wee malite iti mkpu sj, “Hos! Hoa!l Hoall]”




- ahy ya gbaa kpurujoke. R o
. ‘Otyty mmady kwuru sj na ¢ na-efe ka egbe na’

0zg, afy-onu na ntotu isi ya na-eawu gcha ‘jakwyy. -

Ma o bughj ewu banye n’oba taa ji otu mgbe, a si

‘ka a kpap® ya ezi, kama na eze fodury n'gny ya -

gzo iru ya emeela poukwn agads,

crughi asatg, nke g

 udele mgbe obyla ¢ choro iga n’ebe dj ,anya. o

—
o

. Mgbe Obujulukpa na-asy ude wee na-aga,-
otytu u'mu-ntakiri'.,gbapu_tara n’ezi ama ha na-achi
ya ochi n’ihi etu o siri aga ije ma ‘na-alo'ya na--

€so ya n'azy. :

- O'wee lee ha anya, taa ikikeré eze ‘kpakwurn
“kpakwury’ wee gwa ha si, “Umupra unu pa-achi m

ochi? ¢ di mma chibany ochj, a si na upu. abyghi

nwa gkuko ma‘egbe ¢ buru unu.” O wee bapy ha laa..
Ndj ahy wee chigide ochi, ike gwuchaa ha, ha

na-achjriri. OQtyty. nime ha nyuo usi;’ nyuo amirj
ma na-achirirj ochi. Anya mmiri-na:aga ba n’anya

ka ‘mwiri- ylg akirjka siri ezo, ooy mmiri ha na-

" agywa kd nke ¢jula ma ha nile ngriri . na-achi ochi.

" p'ubi ji ya, mgbe ndi ahy na-achj Obujulukpa ochj,

Mgbe ha na-enweghi ume ha nile dina ala ma

ha "ahapuyghi ochi ha.

- The a wee ju ndj huru"ba anya n’ihi na ha .k'wur,,u e
"@a ¢ byghj ezigbo gchj ka ha na-achi. Ma ndi mmady "
. amataghi n’ebe ahy mmiri zoro nke ala na-amaghi. -

" Ikwu ha pa ibe ha wee gbakozue ma. ha amaghj

etu ha ga-esi kworo onye ukwu wara, ‘n’ibi na onye
na-angghi n'ele. a pa-eli ozu na-ebido . v’ykwy wee

bowa  ya. ‘

Igwe mmady :;ahu pile gu'zc"z?é ﬁa-aju'_ljmu-'htakirj -

ahu ajuju' ma: ha. ekwughi ihe obuyla, kama ha no

na-anyy ary ‘pyum pyym’ ma na-achiriri ochi ha.

. Nani otu ajadu awanyi na-akpata akwykwe inine

bu onye nwere ike kwue ihe mere. .
Ndi mne -na nna ymy-ntakiri ahy wee zolie

gaa n'ylo ‘Obujulukpa ka ha rio ya ka o meere. '
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T umu-ntaklrl na-cnwegin ihe ha mara ebere, 0'ihi-

- 02 ube mma by oji ibe n’ahuy.
e Mgbe ha rutere n'iro” Ichekoky, ha huru ya

|
}i
|
!
i
Sp et ~ als * wirls P TR oo
l\ﬂ. LY uyu{,u.*l ﬂld u ul\\"u ‘anpu ua-ul.a ll\ll\UlU ULU i
"Ha wee rip ya ka ¢ hapu ha n’ihi pa o nweghij ihe }
_ha.maara, O wee lec anya n'elu, lee aoya n'ala \
.wee gwa ha na odighi ihe ya mere ba, kama na
‘ha.pa-achj ochi.  Ndi ahy wee gaa butere ya ykpa ji !
na. egbenu O wee nara ha ma.gwa ha jisie pmy
‘ha  aka ike n’ihi na adlgh' e_]l ibe eji- agbacha
‘'nt] wee  gbachaa imi. ;

‘Ha kwenyere ya.

O wee gwa ha . ka ha gaa gwa umuy- n;akm ahy
ka ha kwusij gchi ahuy. . :
- Ha kwenyere ya, kelee: ya, wee gaa mee  djka
o gwara ha. Ndj ahu wee kwu51 oke ochj ahu,
ma ony apnghr onye obula nime ha okwu. ,
.Nne pa nna Ha\mle wee baara. ha oke mba, a

~.gwa ha . na ha ‘agaghi ‘echékwudo na ha nwere nne . i
pa’ nna wee pa-¢me mpy. Ma- ikpe amachaghi- ha. '

L EE L,

\ ? ncha . n’ihii na nwanyj bury n’ebe di ya na-agugha
B . ego adigh ekwe mmadu ibe . ya ka ogaa nezi
- -ama, ha.

7T Nisi ututy echl ya, NQnycrem gaa. n’ulo
~ Obujulukpa  wee' kelee ya ma o putala n'yra? ;_
Obujulukpa . gwa ya npa ya aputala na. ¢ bu nam
- ama-ahia eze na-agba lkpere ta-amj ya “wom wom” !
na-enye .ya nsogbu. ' i
_ Nonyerem kelee ya Bdo; okwe ya, gwa ya ;
‘bata n’ylg ka ‘o taa ¢ji* wtyty, Ngnyerem banye .
- n'ylg obi were ibe aku bekee ngdg ala wee kpa-
- : ra anya n’aka na-elegnari anya ka ¢ nutachaa ggwy
A - nile ma ndj e kechiri ekechi, ma -ndi a gbara
“ - n’akpukpo eme, ma ndi di nime udu na ndj e jiri
Qmu-nkwu kee ha gburu- -gburu wee kwyfebe ha
n’elu ulo.
Nke mere ya ka egwu bja ya nanya by
_ . nny kwuru - nnuy, isi -ehi, 151 ewu, isi ebulu na nke
- -mkpl ekocara n’elu ulQ

i e
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Obujulukpa. tara ikikere eze- banye n’ylg, tinye
aka n’akpa fiwgechi ya weta otu ofj g09; was, tas .
bke ya. weé nye Nonyerem nke ya, ¢ taa, . T
.:Nonhyerem wee gWa ya na ya hiara Lkava o’
'¥a ka o kyziere ya ahjhja ogwy na mkporogwu. yfody.
Obujulukpa wee gwa ya ka ¢ gaa koro.nna ya by

Ezeonyekwelu ka ¢ gwa.

i.lbochi'-mbu._ ka onye ikpe - jiri 3_Eu I
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. ya uche-ya, n’ihi na awanyj
adighi ' ejiri onya dj ya n'ikpu wee na-eme agbogho
' onyerem kwere, kelee ya weelaa n_’ihi'napkwu. '
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ISI. IRI NA ATQ

EZEONYEKWELU EKURULA  ALA  ISL

- B

T
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“Ezeonyckwelu wee kpypyia ikenga ewu”
- Ndj bycha Fzeonyekwelu ¢gbo n’ymu-nna ha
-spwychaala n'otu n’otu. Qbyzj ya ka ikuru ala obi
Igboemesin ruturu. . : o
. O wee kpokota ndj ymy-nna ya nile wee gwa ha
B8 ihe oge ya ruru abyghj ysa, na agbogho kpyry ara

~ abyghi kwa nwa opun.

. ~Ha wee keles ya, gwa y'ai'ué adjghi anycha 1rp
Ji wee na-ssy mbezg n’ala, na eji anye amata oka

~ckara acha. Jga mupuo ya by nanj sa.

Ha oile wee kwerjta mgbe ¢ gaegburu ha ikenga
¢wn wee kuru ala. Ha kwue nas ¢ ga-aby n’izu abyo

na-2bja, by Afp. Ha nile wee las.

O rue n’ybochj aky, Ezeonyekwelu gaa n’uls
Zelgbo bute itc mmanya asea; gas kwa n’glo Agba-

&4
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naje na Mbusu na Agbasi wee bukota ite
mmaaya. Ebe nile wee jupyta.  Ite mmanya wee

di ka mkpuru awa ji a-korg n’agu. -
Ndi mmady wee  ghas. izusughe w'gle ha

‘Bzeonyekwelu - wee kpuputa ikenga ewn ha. gaa

n’okwu ala isi wee gbue ya, gbue naoekwu gkyko,

~were sie ji awayi.

- Ma ha kere ewu ahy etu ¢ sicke ya ma ¢ gbue -

ewu p'ala isi. EZeonyekwelu wee were nru ma. otu
pykwy ewn . ahy, mmady 'atg. na-esota ya. n’ogbo
wee chirj okpa.ala, ndj fodury wee chirj anyp nke
fodury ka ha‘ketie.” 7 - .-
: Onye na-esota Fzeonyekwelu ka a  wanyere
‘agba ewu,--ha wee kee isi ewu abyg, Ezeonyekwelu
buru otu, ndj ¢zo wec buru nke fodyry.

 Mmady abyo ¢z¢ na-esota  mmady ato .ndj .

‘weere okpa ala, ka a chinyere "akure ewd ahu.
Ha nile wee sewara akwukwo ogede. flaa  n’ku
wee kechiri any aby, kee ha eriri dota n’otu akukuy.

Mgbe ite ji awayi ahu ghere, ha fgtue ya n’ala,

knoye ya n’okwa wee rie, fipo mmanya,” ha aile

conye bilie oto, o tichaa aja di ya o'ike, were ngwugwu

“any ya laa. ‘ ‘
" Ezeonyekwelu wee malite n’ybochj ahy  ikuru
ala isi ahy. . =~ . A A
'Ndi okenye na-ekwu. si na atyry muytara nasj

‘ebulu gba aka nwa. Ma onye nzuzu nwere ‘ike -
. kwue na-ya amaghj na ugboguly na-ami isi anyu.
' Ma onye maara ihe ga-ckwu ka: ihe'na-akwa akwa

ghara ibiara ya, n’ihi na ¢ buyghi taa, ¢ byry echi

adjghi ekwe nwoke anata okuko ykpara. -

‘Ezeonyekwelu -agwala Nonyerem ka. o hic-asaa

n’anya, n'ihi na'o jiri mgbirj afo okuko wee rachaa

mmany nile, mgbe okuko ghere, o gaghi ahu "

mmanu ¢ ga-eji rie . ya,

O seela ihe djifi ys wibi na ndj okeaye -
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-nackwu si. na- & hy ekwaghi mere okenye, .ma J
e kwue a‘r’h_i"ghi--m.erg‘--ok-ppchi:-_nt;‘. e L 1
__Otu ybochj, Azukoyj nwyry;obu n'aka gaa n'ylo
“Ezeonyekweld mgbe .akpakir] utyty na-aty.., Mgbe |
o'rutere, iwes sug. akd n'hzy.-ama ha, -IKpo: ha kwy- |
l

‘nyste n'uzo wee yogharja; - Ezeonyekwelu kwacharija; |
bilie n’akwa ya wee tara ikikere eze puta n’ezi kpo-

ghepun 29, ha" wee kelerita onwe- ba. - .
- Ha -abug ‘wee banye nime glg, Ezeonyekwely

- nye ya ibe-gji, o were nody dla, O kunye ya mmiri,
0 kwoo  aka ytyty, S T
- O wee ‘mynye urimmu oky, tunye - ya n'aziza
wee dota. Ezeonyekwelu gaa. n’akpa’ nwa-ehi. ya
Wweta otu ojj ugo -dj ka'okpe nwata .afg abuo tinye -
.~ n’okwa ij:;o‘s'e:“nwut_qrgg na’'gzu- di nime ya, L
. 27 . O'wee" tuo Azukoyj .aba’otutu ya by Ikenwoke,.
S0 © za ya, wee tughachi ya nke ya:bu Tkepgry. =
: . Ezeonyekwelu wee. gwa ya na ya -enweela oji,
. Wee -bunye ya ‘mawere nzu ty¢, -kpopury ya,
- O wereityo. - T o A
© o Azukoyi: wee ‘bubye ya. oji, gwa va .ka o waa. -
n’thi“na " oji eze dj eze n’aka. ‘Bzeonyekwelu wee .
‘ nara ya - ¢ji chee-n'ely, kpokue ijhe kere. ywa ka
o —o.‘:ggz-iérg;::ba,oji. - Q. wee kwue ‘apyanwy na agbara
} bia lee oji ka ha gozie. Azykoyi kwue si, ‘ofo”."
7 ... Ezeonyekwelu wee kwue pa ihe oma akpola ha
t ire’ ptyty, na ibe oma ka. ha na-ele anya ya n’ubochi
- ahy, onye jewe ihe: ka ukwy ‘ghara jkpo ya n’yzo.
‘Ke' ndj aj¢ mmyo na ajo mmady kpue isi ka  ha
were gaa n'ihi/na ‘irc oma ka.ejula jiri aga nogwu,
- Na ha adijghj ‘achg nwoke. okwy, ma ha adighi acho
nwanyi okwu: -Ma. onye kwue pa ndy ha di -
e kwesighi ha, .isi akwy abjakwala n'iba ‘nkwy' ya. -
Azpkoyi kwere ya, ‘ofo’, _ )
Ezeonyekwelu - kwue s, “kama’ nkita mmady

- 66
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ga-atagbu nke m, nkita m tagbue nke mmadu, kam
‘kwya ya ugwo, P

Azuqui zaa siya ofo N .
_Ezeonyekwelu wee. kwue sj. “Nna any; Dunu

murya omumua taa nti Boischa taas 1 Taka
L yalanscisys L A I TY ‘_‘nlhavv L YJI’ ;vu&x\.\‘lng Laﬂ

"Q_u Igboemesim bja were -Qji taa, Icheoku bja ‘were

0ji taa, Ezeajana, Chukukere na Emecheta bjany taa

0ji. Ndl ichie ukwu na ndj ichie- nta ‘gbany izuzu-

gbe na e zukota ka a di eri udele,” atotue. nglga i
Azykoyi kwere'ya si, “ofo”

O kwue si, ndu m, Azukoyi ndy g1 ndy ndg |
‘be m na ndj be gi. Ndu mmadu nile.”

‘Azykoyj kwere ya si; “Ndu anyj nile-0.” .

Ezeonyekwelu wee kwuc na ya agochaala, n’ihi
na nwa dibja gbawa afa wee -gbanyewe eze nkita
a ma;a na ihe ¢ na-aka agwula. Azykoyj wee dapy
n’gchi

Ezeonyekwelu waa Q_]I ahy, chirj ire ¢ji ghapu
n’ezi, were otu ogene Qji. were. mbo aka ya dijie,

ya abyg, were otu tinye n'okwa ikenga ya. Ha wee

taa ndi fodury.

CT-»N{ 07 Lzeonyckwelu wee kpqo Azuqul ahd, Qza. ya,

¢ gwWa-ya na ndi okenye na - ekwu sj na e wetuo

ob1 n’ala, a myta nwa Qma ma a kwuru pto gbaa
.a muo aghofi.

Azykoyi gwa ya pa o kwuru ihe by ezi okwn,
wee kelee Ezeonyekweln n’thi jI 0 nycre .ya. Eze-
onyekwelu kwe-ya.

O wee gwa ya na ya bjara ka ya mee ka ¢ mara

na ya ga --akpatara npa ha by Dunu nri n "echi ya,.

ma ndi na-ete mmanya ytyty techaa, )
Ezeonyckwelu kwe ya, ma gwa ya -na yaga-
agwazi ndj 9zo ga-eso gaa n’okwu Duou ka ha mars,
n’iki na yka akpara akpa ka eji isi ekwe.’
Azykoyi wee kelee ya, bilie gwa.ya ka ya laa
na ya ga-ete mmanya giuty, o kwe ya. O wee puo

wurg myo myo 0so laa.

N’ehihie ya, Ezeonyekwelu gara gwa ma Osuinyi,
Osygwo, Anene, Eseluenuaky, Qragunye, Mmoro, Chi-

gkebe, Akyeche, Obujulukpa, Igbobuchi ia Agba ka ha |
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gbakota n'okwu Dunu ma ndj na-ete mmasya otutg
techas n’echi ya, : ‘ "

_ N'echi ya mgbe aﬂﬁanﬂvu gbowara, adi gara '
-ite. mmanya . n'iyi na - alota, Ezeonyekweln gara

1 - H 14 P e T P T
hunate : alusi Dynu s'the ¢ dotara .ya NOKWa

‘;iwusf:“_Nwoyeiyi, wee buru_alysj ahu gaa #'iro Arg-. .
-dunu, busukwa okpesi ndi 9Zo gaa n’ebe ahy - dota.-

Azykoyj wee kpurl otu:mkpi, bute ite mmanya,
bute.ukpa ji_ na mkpyry ojj iri, na ykpa akpy pa
ite gy na nko. . R

_ Ukpa akbil na ite ngy na nko azy, na ose nwy-
. tQro wee gas n'okwu Arpdunu. Ezs:onycl.;wglu wee'
- dukuo Osuinyi ugoli wee gwa ya na a dighj egbue

mbe dota n’echi’ ya n'ihi na ¢ bughj ndj nze. ga-abo.

‘Osuinvi wee dukuo Anene na Mmoro na Orsgunye,

ha :nile wee kpoo 'ndj. 0zo ha gbakotazue n’iro ahy,

' Opye pyts, o nyara akpa nwa-chi ya, gbokwasj

akwa ogo-enwe-ute ya, were mkpo ya. o
Ha nile wee masa skpokpo nwa.ehi ha nody

-ala, otuty nime ha na-ata 'ikikere-feze,-, n_di Q29 na-

#ko akuko.

- Azgkoyi wee Bilie, tuo ha aha 'n’otu n'otu, ha

“kwe ya tughachi ya. O wee kpoo Ezeonyekwelu

Bwe va ne ihe ndi shy ka ya bukotara ka va wee

kelee nna ha by Dunu, n’ihi na otu onye ks ¢ kwuru

~na ndj ori jitere wee tie ya oke ihe, nara va ibe nile

0 nwere, ma gbaa ya ¢to. Nwoke shy were ¢so rj-

- gorue n’elu ugwu, kpoo ndi ori ahu wee -tie aka

© 'isi ya, gwa ha na nke ya ji kerjrj nke ha nasra ye.
' 'Ha nile wee kelee ya, gwa ya b8 o mere ihe ka

- nwa-mmady.

G wi

- Ezeonyekwelu wee bilie gas n'okwu alysj gwa
ya lee ihe Azykoyj wetara ka o were - kelee ya, ma:
‘okwute adighi epu elo. ST :

O were oji gaa n’okwu alysi goo, wee wukwasi -

ibe pfgdy n’okwa, pyta warie ndj 0Z0, ha nile ataa ya

ug ose awutore. O buru ite mmanya gaa kwasa otu
iko n’okwu. Mmady pile na-aty ite mmanya aile aby. .
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. Ezeonyekwelu gaa toro . ewu a manyere n 03151__
. Qgby, were mma, “dokpyry ewu ka o gbue nokwu' .
_-alusi, '

_yu. [ nhg, O Wie Euuc Fld npl}b}ldd ya uws.aua,

2= -bachaa ji ~wee siko. ha n’otuite,

‘Mgbe ihé oriri aby gherc, ha | kupilta ja.n Qku,

- ha nile gaa kaa i awayg ahu gburu gburu - wee
rlchaa va,r .
Ezconyekweiu wee- kunycre onve Qbuh 31 nye ya -

any nke’ ya, ndi- chorq ita ~‘abacha ‘taa, -ha. wee .
‘kechiri nke foduru laa Onyc ‘na-zla, Q- na-ama |
o oaom. _
' Eseluenuaky wee buru ite ji awayj nke ya na-ala.
,‘_ukwu kpgo ya: ka orutcrc n’Ichekau, ite ahy daa

waa

sewara abyba. ogede“wee.: guchakoro any  pa azy

"di n’ebe ahy ma- hapu akpu na ‘ji- awayl laa.

‘Mgbe ¢ liruru, ¢ kpqq ada .ya by Ekwutgsj,

gwa ya ka o were oky gaa n’Ichekoku kpokota

akpy mna ji awayl- wuysa . ncbe ahu Ekwutcps; wee
mee dika @ gwara.ya, .

Mgbe Esclucnuaku gara nubl cde wee ' ma-
anyu nsi, ¢ buru Nonyerem ka o jirt ngu di ogologog :
ghoro ogbe 0ji ate n’elu gji - Icheoku ‘O’ wee . laa’;
. kopro Ichaoku ahe 0 huru, nlhl na -9 dj. nﬁwu

- . . -
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Chlekebe na Anene na Osugwo wee gaa Jlderer. '

_ O . wee ‘lee anya ma g maghl ihe . (} ga- eme |
'-0 wee banye n’ubi -ede di ya.n’akuyky aka =i,
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“Madyka tasye ya rm‘m'a’_n'ya o fiug” o
- N’uchichi otu wbochi, Ezeonyekwelu kporo ori-

akyya by Ugonwa na otu nwa ¢ muytara by Nonye-
rem wee¢ gwa ba na oge adighj éeche mmady, kama

na ¢ bu-mmady na-eche oge. Ha wee kpara anya - |

n’aka n’ihi’ na
- ime - ga-amyta. S . :

Ezeonyekwelu wee gwa ha na mmady ga-eji uche
wee na-enye nkita ori, n’thi pa mmady adjghi eri
nke o rifodyry. . : : ‘
) Ha wee cbja -ochi. - S R

O wee gwa ha na ya ga-cbugara Maduka mmanya
ka ya kpotara Nonyerem ada ya by Arude ka o lgwa.
Ugonwa kwenye kwue na Madyka ns nwunye ya-
by Mgboye bu ndi ezigbo mmady.
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 Nonyerem achia @chi wee jugo ma ¢ bu. ya ga
“Jlu nwanyi ka ¢ by nwauyi ga-aly ya, n’ihi na ya
-ju nani nwata. Nke a wee Ezeonyekwelu iwe n’ihi
a onye a2 na-agwo ibi, onye ahyu na-eto afp, nwere
he o dotara n’ajo agu. :

ka~ echiche

"Ezeonyekwely: gwa ya na o meie
na nne ehi

panye 'ya n’afg, ma ya mata nke om:

Nonyerem kwue na ya ga-alu nwunye, chie 0z¢
mgbe afg ato gara. Ezeonyekwelu aflaghi nti. O wee
gaa na-ekwu ka ya luta Arude ka ¢ ga-aby Nonyerem
ju ilyru va, ka ya hapu ya ka ¢ munye ya umy.
N’ihi na Ezconyekwelu elechaala Nonverem anya
wee kwue na mghe nwaia jiri mata na nna ya agaghl
agbajinye ya gka ¢ nara n’oky, bu mgbe o jirl
nve ya o wee bido n'odypdu wee tawa.

Ezeonyekwely etechaala mmanya utpty mgbe
otu onye jiri gwa ya na o nwere ndi na-agba izuzu
jorg njo banyere 'ya, n’thi ya ka o hie asaa n’anya
n’ihi na ukpara okpoko riri, @ bu nti-ya chiri echi.

Ezeonyekwelu wee ga n’'ulg envi ya nwoke bu
Maduka wee gwa ya na ya chorg ilutara nwa ya bu
Nonyerem ada ya bu Arude.

Maduka tanyc mmanya, ¢ tgg. O wee gwa ya
na ije ya ga-dadi abyo n’ihi na agwo otu onye gburu.
na-agho eke. Ha wee kwue na FEzeonyekwelu ga-
abia ¢zo ma izu Igho abuyg gaa, ka Arude wee
laghachi oriri ¢ gara iri n’ulg nne va ochie di
n’Uru-gkpara.

Ezeonyckwelu wee laa, nwee nchekwube na
Maduka aghaghi ikwere ka ya lury nwa ya, n’ihi na
umu-agbogho di otuty, bu ndi na-arig ka di lyru ha.

ra!
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- Ka. abalj ato gara, Nc_)hyerqm purt n’imé mgbede
kwue ka ya gaa znta utaba abuba n’ulg Omekaokwury. -

'Chi wee jie kpam kpam . ma Nonyerem algtaghi.
Ezeonyekwelu na Ugonwa richaa nri abali, yra atyghij

‘ha, ha na-eche ka Nonyerem lota ka ha wee gaa n’elu

the ndina ha. Chi wee ‘kee -abyg ma ha ahughi ya,
ha anyghi kwa okwu ya. ot : '

.. Ura atyghi‘ha rue mgbe chi bgrc_), ha wee malita icho
- ya'ka ha mere uz0 o0 siri PYQ. Hagaa n’ulo Omeka-

okwuru wee juo ya ma 0 biara n’ulo ha n’abalj jzyry

utaba, 0 gwa ha na ya ahyghi ya. o .
Ha wee zigara ikwi na ibe ha na ndj enyi ha ozi,

- ma @ dighi nke kwuru na ya hury ya. Ha nile wee

tinye anya n’ime miniri- na-achg ya. .
Ndi be anyi, unu matara nke oma na mgbe dibia

na-agba afa, gbanyere cze nkita, a mara na the 0 na-

agba agwula.” ST

 Ezeonyekwelu wee kporo Arude lywa, 0. wee mutara

ya umuy-nwoke " ato na umy-nwanyi abyo, ma © djghi
onye hury Nonyerem. . -
Ma ama gbara na. 9 by orire ka a dokpury
Nonyerem . refuo,” Ihe riri nri wee rachaa ofe. Ma-
emesia anyj ga-ang ihe banyere Nonyerem. n’ihi na

-----

ehi na-enweghi odudy by chi ya na-achy ya ijiji.

-Ndj okenye na-ekwu na’ diochj adighi akocha ihe

"Qhury n’elu nkwy, n’ihi v2 ka e kwuchie oku ka

9 di ka erighi nri. Ubochi nta ka anyi chuo n’azu

ulo nchi.

O gwula.
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