ODUMODU’S JOURNEY

by Leopold Bell-Gam

Ehapter 1

Ddumodu’s Jowrney

My Tather had six children, Tour boys and twa girls. | em the third
i, The oldest hoy and the next oldest went to Tearn work where my
Tather spent & lot of money. Because of it, he was unable to pay for my
aducation. When ! was fifteen years 0ld | went to look after @ small town
called Ora, which was near Benin. This was the town to which a certain
Benin chief, Gba Benin, hurriedly went when a1 the people of that other
land under his rule wanted to ki1l him. Our work in that town was to take
care of animals and do farm work.

| stayed in that 1and for three years before | began to think that |

" wanted to learn g craft. Because of this | lefi that town and went to Eka,

whare many knowledgeshle criftsmen were, and | became a messenger to
& certain chief of the craftsmen. At that time there were no sutomohilas
and there were not many powered vehicles on the river of our town as they
have todey. One who wanisd tngo to Eko ot thet tims had & hard time.
SoiMElimes i Would be on the water somathing ks one month and a half .
It tack @ wooden boat to go to Eko. Everyona knew that at that time it was
throwing away 1ife and Laking dasth to use 8 wooden hoat to go on any long
journey, becsuse those who caught people to sell them fillad the waters,
loeoking Tor those they might oatch

)

My brothers did not agres to my going o this irip, 2o | 187t home
when ng ong knew about it Because my brothers did not want me to go i

- Eko t walled and losked for & way 1o Tool them and leave Ahaba. They

knewe this and kept guard over me so | would not find 8 way o escape,

One evening | thought of a way o leave Ahaba. What | did was i
take three loincioths and Duy some top wine. When night fetl, | called a1
my brothers together, brought out seven jars of wine and set them down
for them. Mo one knew what | had in mind in giving them that wine. 4fter
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wine, they began to be ingbriated. This caused

they had drunk two jars of v 4
aslesp. Some were singing and went out into the

some of them to fall 3
compound,

I iost no time. | got ready immediateiy, carrying one box of clothes,
| ran to the shore and entered & boat o go to Eko. Knives and guns and
bows and arrows and spears were in this boat because people did not
travel at that time withoul being prepared.  ‘We rowed the tiat and
crossed 10 dsh, then crossed 1o Lokoja, and we 38w 110 one on the waler
whi wanted to caich us. Because of this we thought that perhaps we
would see ng ohe before we reached Eko.

when we enlered 4 ata-m#&h‘%f the river coming from Lokofa, where
the Niger and Benue rivers come together, and started to go to Eko, we met
with irouble. Some Fulani from Hupe, who stayed around the river lasking
for peopte they could catch and gell, Jooked for & way to catch us. But we
used the gunz and other weapons that were in the bost and chased them
avway. There was only one person who was hit by an arrow. e did not
hiave any more troutle before we reached Eko.

Fdid not want my master Lo pay me a monihly s zalary, but rather |
wanied i Lo teach me his work, which was why | wanted 1o go to Eko.
My master, out of the gosdness of fis neart, did what | wanted, After |
had stayed six years in Eko, | had learned various types of work.

| had good Tortune in getting work as & fireman on a European ship
when | left my master. This work was very difficult, One thing )
succeeded in doing while | remained on this job was to marry a certain

—woman called Mimaany. This woman bore-me three children. They werg &l

boys. The oldest and the second one resembled me very much, but the last
one bore a facial resemblance to thefr mother, even though he was a boy.
He was the ong that my wife Mmany loved because he resembled her.

Zince | was not making any profit in this work, 1 1eft that ship and
returned o Eko. Mol wasting ang time, | began work teaching workers who
were 1earning in a town called Akure near Ondo. During the time | was at
Akure my wife died, Becsuse of this | wanied 1o lesve Akurs and go to Eko
where | would get on another bost, but | did not want o do fireman’s work
again. in thal year | got on & certaln boat that the Ewropeans called “The ®
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--carvied our Boal past 5t Helena whers we were going and threw 14 on top

My

wWorld” tlwas a very large boat. There were three places in it where it
'was fired. There were several places in it for various kinds of recreation,

Many men and ywomen were on this boat. Some of them were going o
“St. Helens™ Lo learn about that town, and others were going 1o take the
goog breszes of that land. European drums and fluies and guitars and their
stringed Insirumenis were on this bost. Because there was no areat wind,
everyone on the boat was happy. Some people danced, others played
varigus games. My work of thal boat was 10 cook food, Two oiher peopie
helped re. This was very hot work, but the heat did not burn the body asg
much as i1 did the boat’s firemen.

Chapter 2
The Splttiing of the Boat

On the seventh day of that month vwe set sall for that town called St
Helena. 11 was that place the English had taken & certain general of the
French, called Napoleon, in the ysar 1815 when they defeated hirm in war,
This town was Tar from Eko and from ang town {n Migsria. 11 was in the
middie of a $42 WS water called “Atiantic Ocean.”

There was no trouble at the siart of our journey. There were no
storms. No one on the boat T2t any fear; rather they were all happy, as |
said earlier. 1t would not e good to trouble the reader by telling him
everything | savw on all the walers we crossed. when thers was onliy &
Hitle distance 1eft before we reached our destination, a very strong storm

of & big rock. Everyone on the boat 108t heart; our captain did not know
what 10 do. He climbed up and down, down and up. The women and children
on the boat started to cry because they knew that death was coming. The
capiain of our bost safd many things to encourage us. We were singing and
praying to God, begging him to forgive our sins and to save every single
person on thal boat,

While &1l these things were happening, our boat broke in two and
everyone on i1 fell inlo the sea in & place where no one’s feet could reach
the ground. The women and children who were on that boat were Jost
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& predicament Uke this. For about two hours 1 thought sbout

oecause ihe giorm was very powerful. Siz men who knew how Lo swim

ere able 1o gel hold of a small boat which was passing by, It was thesge
whﬂ took me from the top of the stone place where | stayed waiting for
death because | had nothing to est. But even if | had food, where would |
cook it and eat {17

Decause of the suffering we had seen in the splitting of that boat,
W yere unable 1o psdsﬁe the boat uigur&uslg ‘We had not gunﬁ far wher
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again. The six men svwarm near the stone that had split our boat and |
swam, going any place the waler carried me. The waler pounding me all
over caused me Lo vomit until | was dizzy One mouthful seemed as though
Fwould stop breathing. when' YA BT ,'ﬁfa:& frightened to death. At
times | would stretch out my 1egs to see if they would reach the ground,
when | was exhaustiad, God had pity on me and ellowed my Teet 1o touch
ground. | was overwhelmed by dizziness, 1 did notl know where | was, |
cannol Lell how heppy | was when | swarn oul 1o the shore 1hat night.

Chapter 3
Breadfruit iz the Only Food

when | reached this land, because of exhaustion | lay down and want
to sleep. Around six o'clock in the marning | woke up and discovered that
no one livad in that place. | can nat tell you how | felt on that marning
whan | thought about my mother and Tather, my brothers, my relatives, and
all my Triends whom | had left in my native Tand to come and put myself in

things. 1 was afraid when | heard the roar of @ lion and a and
various otber animals | can't describe. Because of this | said, "Let death
claim me, 1at life claim mea, whichaver one claims me, 18t it be.” God had
mercy on me and nothing came to the place where | was. One part of my
mind told me thal there was nothing 1 could do if | stayed in ane place
doing nothing but thinking.

At thiz time | was duing of hunger and thirst. A1 the food we had
was 108t in the water when our boat broke up, As | said before, 11 would
do no good io stay in one place thinking aboui a1l inﬁ g things. Therefors,
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P staried to think aboul how to find something o eal. When | looked all
around, | saw many Kinds of trees with fruil on them, but none that |
recognized. The blossoms on a1l those irees were beautiful and had 8
sweel fragrance. Because of the difficulty | was in, | could not ook
araund and praise God because of the good work he had done in that place

If | had not Deen tn such difficulty, | would have wanted very much
10 hurry and faifﬁ these trees back 1o my wurxirg j fcargm iy troubles
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where these trees grew resembied a place where people swept every day
just a5 & compound is swept. The thought struck me that any place Tike
this would be a place where spirits lived, because when | was & small
child my father, who worshiped spirits, told me about the place where
spiriis live. Thoughts Hke this frightened me. But since there was no wal
| could escape, | gathered courage, acted like a strong man and went under
those trees. The spirits were not thers. | went along, Tooking upward,
seeing if | could see some edible fruit. | didn't see any. | traveled about
gix miles under those trees but | couldn’t find anything edible. This mads
e iurn back,

When | turned my eyes toward & place an the left, | sew a tree that
resembled ihe breadfruil. When | Tooked at it closeiy, | discovered that it
was a tree whose Trult the market people used Lo bring during the time |
lived at Akure. | climbed to the top of it, plucked & head of breadfruit, as
many as | would be able to carry 1o & place near the river, where | wanted
io build & house where | could Hive uniil the animals ate me up. When |
reaﬁhﬂd ihe s i’n;r&, i remambprﬂd thﬁt f har.i nﬂ fire Thi= Was anm‘her ‘m’g

t!’;sz fis'e.

“Bod who gives the poor man fﬂrga:si’f.sn [by the harvesters] yam witl
150 give him a hoe to use 15 digging it up.” This encouraged me.

Because of the scarcity of fire at that tims, the Europesns had given
everyong who worked on the boat or who entered the boat a small knifs
and & mirror which one could use to make fire through the sun. when |
thought about that mirror, | put my hand into my shirt pocket and found
the mirror and the small knife in it. | collected wood and dry grass in one
spoi and from the strong sun | made fire in them. The first thing | did was
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1o galher dry grass and wood in ane place. When the sun shone | took the
mirror and olaced it on these pieces of wood angd 1eaves. Heat from the
suf werd from the mirror into the wood and leaves and made them catch
fire. Since | had no pot, | roasted the breadfruit and ate it plain

The breadfruit tasted more delicious than the ones | had eaten when
Fwas in Akure. The reason they tasted so good came from the land whers
they grewr. Regardless of how the breadfruit was, it gave e new 1ife and

strength. | also sew many tress | recognized in that place, but thoss |

should name are coconut, okra, eggplant, nut palm, thick bush fruit, and
apple. The coconut milk was my wing anytime | ate anything. 1 liked the
coconut milk very much. Hunger could not ki1l me now. What | fesred was
the roaring of animals iike the hippopotamus and the chimpanzes and many
other bad animals of various kinds.

Chapler 4
HOUSEBUILDING, FISHING AND WEAYING CLOTH

Another thing | did was 1o build & small house near the water. The
work Tor this house was very difficult for me because | did not have a
large knife, what could this small knife do? Since | did not have any
other knife, | took this a2 11 was and began to cut sticks. Inone day | was
able 1o cul enly ten siicks, Inthis way | was cutiing them until there
were Uwo hundred and four, 1t took a month Lo carve points on them. |
used ten days to tread sand and fourteen daus to put those sticks in the
ground and cover them with mud. {1 took eighteen days 1o gather okra
leaves. The total time it took me to build the house was two months and

Aweslve days, The house. building was very gifficult; -especially since there

¥as only one person building it I used the stripped midribs of the nut
paim fronds 10 make & door ancf \H when the house—wasat-pud mu ot @{s»-; e af en “‘}ﬁaﬁmse
“togetker, | Tived in it

Because | had & house, | 1ost my fear of animals, because 11 they
came 1o atiack me, | would run into my house and close the door, Afier |
nad stiayed there around 51 months, 1 became tired of 1ife, As everyons
knows, 1oneliness is a bad thing. 4 human being i5 Tike sheep which do not
walk gingly but alwaysioin together in o group. My situstion made me
think many different thoughts, Bul when | WﬂMrﬁi’s‘:ﬁmbﬂrWﬁf/ PHH&MS
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people 1ike Osondy and Ogy and Ukauws and many others had, my rmind
calmed down, This did not stop me Trom thinking every day about my
mother and my father, my children and my friends, and those of my people
who had died, especislly Mmaany, my wife, whor | loved very much. Pity
took hold of me and | blamed mysetfl for 1eaving Akure where | had lived in
peace teaching workers. | remembered the time | lived in Eko in the care
o7 miy masier who trested me well. | also remembered all the good houses
i Eko and various gﬁgﬂ thiﬂg ; in that town. After | remembered all these
things and then tumnsd around and 1ooked &t
iy heart was very downcasy .

i i.i!ﬁ’..f WSS | Was now,

Afier my housebuilding waork ended, there was nothing else for me o
go. Every time | Tinished eating | went 1o the shore looking into the water
and watching the Tish where they were swimming. There was no way |
could Kill them because | had no fishing gear, ike a hook and a net. One
day | remembered something Tike & basket my father used for fishing in
our town. | Look & certain plant that was split and wove it the waly | had
geefy iy Talher weave hig. | cut g hals in 9 plsce where figh would be able
i enier but 4halie 1o get oul. 11 took me ihree deys io wasve i

I put earthworms in thern when | would go o put them in the water.
The reason | put earthworms in them was something everyone knows. That
would tempt the fish to come around the baskels and enter them. | used
sticks 1o fasien them strongly against the botiom of the water 50 no fish
would be able Lo carry them off and escape. At dawn i went to the shore
where | had placed a1l the baskels so they could caich fish. | looked into
the waler and saw two bagkets filled with fish. | did not see the other

—one.-This-made me-think that & big fishrhad carriedtt of fand escaped. 4

wWas very happy because | had found something | could eat with the
breadfrult, which was the only food | had. | went down quickly, entered
ihe waler and carried oul the two baskels T1led with fish.

@ shark
wWhen | came out of the waler | 5325%% that the storm had
cast out onto the tand. Even though the vwas & very strong fish, |
was not &l ail afraid Lo go and carry 11 because | was well sware that a

fish has no strength when the waler carries it out to land. | cut open the
fish’s stomach and saw something shining like gold,but it was not gold.

when | examined i1, | knew in my heart that it mu:.t be & very »alusble stone,
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stone: | took it and placed it in one place in my house. | saw many other
things in the stomach of this fish, hooks and various other things. | kept
on eating fish that day until | was tired because it had been & long time
since 1 had eaten any fish.

Anothar thing that troublad me was clothing. Al our clothing was
last when our boat broke up. We had only what we were wearing. When my
shirt was dirty | washed it and was naked, when it dried | took it and wore
it Thig made me think aboui weaving. The work of weaving WB‘-‘) lgrk my
mathar knaw well., Because | w as o awant [_iparned to weave wh
was g child. What | would use tum w%ﬁ% was a hig nm‘a}em
because | had looked around the seashure but could not find any cotton. On
another day, in order to get cotton | enterad the forest that was near the
water 1o jook for it. After | had gone into the forest | saw the cotton
trees | wanted, Tilling every spot. | remaved my shirt, spread it on the
graund and Tillad it with as much cotton as | was able to Hit and carry
home. After| pn:n,,eaned the cotion, | made a board in the place where |
Wwas going to weave the tioth, | taak the cotton aaﬁ&aﬁ’%&it on the board
took aome of it and ‘aei it aside; 4 used the smail knife and carved a m};’t&
which ! usad to aeuna the cloth. -

Chapter 5
Arriving at Finda
One day | 1eit the shore where my house was and entered the forest

near my house. Something told me to persevere in digcovering the end of
that forest. What | had in my house was the mirror | had used to create

—firg with the sun, the small knife, that thing that resembled goid, andmy—————

tlothes. |iraveled for seven days but did not reach the end of the forest,
On the eighth day | came out in a wide clearing where there was ng one
living. 1looked &t the ground and sew many holes 1ike water holes that
had been dug, but they were wide enough to accommaodate human beings.

Because | was tired, | 1ay down in the wide clearing and went to
sleep. My whole body looked 1ike one who had been taed ug ig{ wqa .1 trleﬂ
i';arf.i to get up but did not have enough strength, : wl fost

neart, | began 1o shoul. My shouts made everyone who lived in the holes,
z«fmc,i’ thought were holes where large animals lived, climb out to see the
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perzon who was shouting like that. After they came out and saw how 1all
| was, they &l ran away in Tesr. They had never seen anyone tall and dark
85 | was. -

some of them who were brave stood their ground to observe me.
wWhen they saw that | was tied with ropes on my feet and hands and head,
they shouted, called their Triends who had run away and told them to
come, that there was nothing et a1l | could. ‘When they heard this they
pecame bolder, and they a1l came oul Lo see how | was. When theij had
finizhed looking ai me they entered their holes. After about twso hours,
they all carried me by the hands and feet and left.

At dawn they took handcuffs and put them on my feet but loosened
the ropes that had been used to capture me when | was sleeping. They took
me to another clearing which was wider than the one where they had
captured me. Here we stopped to est and gather strength to go to the town
where the chief of the land lived. When we had gone about seven miles, |
heard a commaotion irs that town, which told me that the town was a large
ane. From the place where | heard that commotion to the town was about
five miles, This will tell the reader that this town was very large.

The town of Findawas on a m‘n.g/r his allowed a parson who was ohe
mile away from the town to see a large storied house that had been built
on it. A wall surrounded that land tike the city of Kano that is in
Hausaland. This wall had twelve gates through which a person could enter.
The widest of all the gates was beautiful, and was the gate that went
direct to the house of the chief of the land. They locked this gate at all
times. A certain parson guarded them so that 3 person could nat enter or

~-leave the town through them without permission. Thal person’s wark was

o open the gate Lo anyone the elders of the Tand authorized to Qo and see
the chief.

when we i;eacheﬂ that gate | knew that Finds was a big place. They
used iron to Ae the doors used 1o 1ock the main gate but they used gold 1o
storied house in the middie of that towrn 10 show that it
ywas the piace where the chief of the land Yved,

The one guarding the main gate opened the big door for us. When |
looked ingide, my heart sank because of what | saw. They had placed a
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oridge of planks on the 161 side from the main gate 1o the place where one
entered the house of the chief. One of those planks had spots Tike a viper
that spreads itself from the main gate to where the bridge ended. That
plank was very beayutiful but anyone who came there would not fail 1o be
afraid Lo step on 11,

soldiers were siationed on two sides of the road leading to the
place where the chief of the land Hved. They a1l had their swords out of
made me extremsly fearful and made me think of running back., The
soldiers did not aim their swords at a1l times. They did this when an
important person whose name was well known came 1o see the chief of
the land. This was true, because when we entered the chief’s house, they
all brought down their hands at once and plunged their swords into the
sheaths.

| 8 unable o describe the house of the chief of the land. There is
no space in this book for me 1o relate everything | saw inside that house.
My escorts madse me enter a ceriain house. Here | saw the chief of Finds
where he sat on his throne made out of giittering 7 stones.

At the right of that throne there was a leopard carved out of stons.
Al the lelt was & large elephant, also carved. These things gave that place
an unsurpassed awe. Behind the throne there were thirty soldiers carved
out of stone, carrying guns and knives. 4 person not looking closely would
think that those soldiers were living beings. They all wore garments
resembling those that the gatekeepers wore.

I didnot-hear anything my captors said. |abandaned 11fe and took

death, and bravely waited for what the chief of the land would do to me--
kill me or 1et me live. |1 greatly surprised the chief to see a person as
tail as 1, and especially to see that | was black. Because it was dark when
ve arvived, he told them to take me and put me in & certain room, keep me
tied up in an iron post that was in that place, so | would not be able to run.
The chief glso said that another day they should display me in the market.
They took me and went 1o 8 house and put me there alone. They gave me
food that night and gave me bedding. As | said at first, the people of this
town had never seen a black person. This made them all come out 10 Took
al me. When | finished eating they took me 1o the market so that everyone

10




—me-to-the place where the-deity of their land was:-According toa

at me. When i finished eating they took me to the market so that everyone
could took at me. The chief sent a message to the rulers of various other
towns to come and see the black person he had. Inthis way the {ook me
ta the morning and afternoon markets, watching me for seven days. The
rulers of the other towns who came Lo see me began to be jealous of the
chief of this land, because he had something they did not have. When the
chief found this out he no tonger wanted 1o take me out to the market, so
his enemies could not capture me.

A1l the houses there were round; their roofs were also like that. It
was not zinc that covered them but something red molded out of clay and
heated in fire. Europeans call 1t “tile.” When the sun was shining, the one
#iio slaued in ihet 2loried house would not be able 1o look oulside because
the sun would make 11 giitier. How can i nare some things and not
oihers? Shall | tell something about the trees and flowers on them and
their fragrance, or the earth or the ocean and good breezes coming from it
and biowing on & person? The town of Finda was a beautiful 1and in svery
way. 11 was & 1and that should be remembered.

Chapter 6
How Odumaodu Married the First Daughter of the Chief

Gecause | am a black person, the chief of that tand used me to brag.
He boasted that there was no other chief near his town who had a black
person except him. He had many beautiful garments sewn for me. When |
was going to go out, he adorned me with goid and silver. Anywhere that
chief went, ha took me along. | followed him like a dog. One day he took

tradition of that land, one who has something new will take it and go
befora the deity of the public 1and, and take monay to give to that deity so
that the thing will stay alive. We traveled about three miles hefore we
regched the place. When we reached a certain shore the chief climbed

down and went 1g 3 piace on his 1gft. we e_tcagk‘ ;a fzg:ﬁaﬁing boat that was

there and crossed-aHeer that was

| don’t knaw why the chief wanted to take me there. | thought he
wanted to sell me to the people of another tawn, but when | rememberad
that he liked me and used me to show off, | realized that it would not be
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for selling thal he wanted to take me there, | also thought that he was
going 1o use me for a sacrifice, because the owners of the land used
gapensive things and things they loved Lo sacrifice to the deity. | did not
undersiand what they were saying; we were talking with our hands,

After we got out of the boat, we went about two miles to the place
where the deity was. 1t resided in & mound which was ina rock
resembling & house. We entered this mound. When | looked up | saw &
numan being carved oui of stone. il surprised me very much how & person
could fake a very strong rock and carve a man. On this man, a fountain of
Clear waler bubbled up. ‘Wwhen | had been in that land a long time |
discovered that it was the source of a1l the rivers in that fand. The chief
took that water and splashed it on my head and poured some on my mouth.
ATter he Tinished saying several things, he took & container, fetched some
of the water snd 1oid me to carry 1t on my head, When we reached the
house, he took that water and again did a5 he had done at first, and drank
what was 1eft himself.

Because | did not understand the language of that land, the chisf
gave me & teacher whom he paid by the month and 1old him to teach me the
language of that land. This teacher loved me and taught me with all his
heart. After | had been in that town for one year | was able Lo speak their
language and also Tearned 1o write 1t &Tler | hiad been there for three
years | was educated enough, which caused the chief 1o make me his
secretany, This was an important job in the eyes of a1l the Lowns because
nothing could happen in that land that | would not know about and write i1
down. | was able to do this work well. This made the chief love me. When
P wanied o marry his daughter, he agreed,

e

All the people of thet town disagreed. They said that it was not
good Tor me io marry the daughier of the chief because | was a black man.
Also, they had captured me, they did not know my country, they did not
know roy parents; maybe | had been a slave in the land of my birth.

Because of the love the chief’s daughter had for me, she told her father
that if not |, there was no one in the world she would marry. This made
the chief call a public meeting 1o ask the people their thoughts. when they
had gathered, the chief began to tell ther about a1) the good things | had
done in that 1and, and now | was behaving ke a native. When they all saw
that this marriage would please their chief, they agreed and said we
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- Lloth and decorated ail the streets, took the skins of leopards and Jions

should marry. What they did was 1o write these ruies for me:

L) "You will put it in writing that all your life you witl be a
slave 10 the chisf of our land in time of war and in time of

peace.”

(91 "You will not leave our land i1 the public doss not agree that
gﬂu should go. Our chief by himself will not be able to let you
go.’

(3 “You will be working as public secretary at all times, and if
you take the secrets of the land and tell them to other lands,
all the people of the land will gather and kill you.”

tivy  “You will put it in writing that gou will not tel] the people of
other towns that our chief eats human flesh.”

After | had read 811 of the rules they had given me, | wrote my name
at the botiom of the paper 1o show thal | had agreed to everything they
laid down for me. They took two months Lo prepare for my wedding to the
chief’s deughter. When the day came, they rang the big bells of the Jand,
gathered everyone and told them that the girl’s wedding day had arrived,
My wife and | wore red garments. Gold and many other expensive metals
wers used to adorn them. The Hittle girls who took cloth and used it to
cover my wife's Tace and hands also wore dresses like ours. | can’t
describe the jand on that day. They set up seats on the road, took ygby

and spread them on the ground where we were going to walk. They beat
drums, blew flutes, and sang songs.

Chapter 7
The Wedding Day

On the morning of that day everyone in the Tand dressed up; the
chief's soldiers wore thelr uniforms and went ahead; my wife, her mother
her father and 1, and her brothers and sisters followed them, The
remaining townspeople followed behind us. There were people everywhers
on thet day. The big house whers the chief’s children had their weddings
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stood putside near the house., The one who martied us was the public
treasurer. whose duty it was to marry the chief’s children and their

- husbands. ‘

That town did not use wedding rings. when we entered that house
twelve soldiers conducted us to & place where they had set two chairs
made of gold. We sat on them and those twelve pullad out their swords
from their sheaths and stood behind us. The public treasurer walked to
ihe middie of 1he house and Degan 1o spesk. This is what he said:

“"Beloved brothers, | am vary happy to be the one to marry the chief’s
daughter and Ddumaduy, who 18 from Ahaba town, according to what he told
us. When the chief, Tather of this girl, tald us about this situation, we
were uhhappy because 1t was hot good Tor a child of the chief to marry a
black man, whose origing we did not know. Everyons hare knows how we
capiured Odumodu about Tour years age; because of his wisdom ond good
service in our 1and the chief has allowed him to marry his daughter,
Bacause of this we, the people of the land, wha help the chief speak out
abaut tnings in the land, have also agreed. We have written some rules and
Qdumaoduy has agreed that he would do everything in those rules.

"Everyona here knaws that Odumodu is well educatad and knows all
o our traditions. The good works he has done for us are many. | would
like evaryone here to agree, just as we the general public have agreed,
that Qdumodu should marry this girl”

immediately they shouted that they sgreed. This person began to speak
again, saying,

“Odurmodu, the people of Finda have given you the chief’s daughter in
marriage today. | have a few words to say to you. The first is to ask you
11 you #1711 recogrize this worman you are marrying as the one who owns
you because she is the daughter of the chief of the land. Whatever she
Lells you, dou will do. 1T this woman tells the people of this land that you
are ireaiing her badiy, it i5 death that we will mete out 1o you. Another
thing, you will continue to take care of your business better than you did
at first. If you think that you have married the chief’s daughter and do not
nave 10 take your work seriousiy, we will take the job away from you and
take the girl away Trom you, whether or not the chief agrees”
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—doven for me and | will try my best to keep them.”

when he had finished saiying a11 thege things, he took water from the
deitly that the chief had taken me 1o, put it ina cup, gave it 1o us and told
us 1o drink it together, then took what was left and sprinkled it on our
heads. The water we drank together was something to show thet we were
one, according to their traditions.

According to that law, the husband of the woman rmust say a few
words at the wedding. Therefore the chief told me 0 speak. This is what

i zair
EE=1ry Rt N

“Chief and those he governs, | am very happy to see that 611 the
peaple of this land have agreed that | should marry the daughier of the
chief. This marriage, to speak the truth, should not have been agreed 1o at
all, because i1 15 not good for the child of the chief of 3 large town like
this 1o marry someone like me. Mo one knows the town | came from, and
no one know's wiho bove me, whether | am a pergon whose name was known
in the place where | was born or whether | was a slave. 11 iz not good for
§ DEFson 1o brag sboul wha he is; excent Tar this, | would have 1oid you
that | was not a slave in my Tand. My mother’s father was an Oba, chief of
Benin, chief of a land az big as this, and one who was feared by ali the
villages around hig town. My father is @ chief; if he were not a chief, he
would not have been able to marry the daughter of the Oba, chief of Benin.

“People have & proverb that one can tell by a person’s behavior what
lingage he came from. My actions from the time | came to this land will
shovy you whether | came from & good lineage or & bad onge. Love is
sormething very strong and it 15 what made my wife say she would marry
me, in spite of my being 4 black man. | have understood the ryles you laid

wWhern 1 finished saying all of these things, we left that house and
went 1o the chiefl’s house, where we staged drinking wine and eating
weading food,

The peopie of that land played various games. What surprised me
yery much was one game they played on top of & rope. When | was a child |
neard that the people of a town near [kot-Ekpene were able to walk on a
rope, but | had not seen them muself. As they said, those who danced on
the rope would not eat any cooked food for four days. What they would eat
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was roasted yam, so that they would not be heavy. The people of this land
had no taboos at all, When they beat the drum they used to do this dance,
four people climbed on top of that small rope they had tied between two
sticks. The drum told them what thed were going to do. When it 1old them
to turn upside down, they turned upside down but took thelr fest and
wrapped them around the rope,

Another beautiful dance was one that only small girls dance. Al

$bame Mameers wiear o coardboaie Yames af Avoces of ciluer s asid Tha 184418
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qirt who 1g heavier than the others leads the way and the others follow
behind her. Any way she danced, they a1l foilowsed her dancing. The drum
tells them how thed will dance. On that day | saw how many people thers
ware in that land. The things the children wore on their heads were like
mirrors which helped make them very beautiful. The shoes they wore
ywere of gold and were made of silky cloth. The chief spread expensive
cloth on the ground where they were dancing. After the girls had danced
faur Limes, the drummer began 1o drum that the bride and her husband
should hold hands and dance according to their custom, Everyone there got
ready to laugh, because | was & stranger, and that was a difficull dance.

Because my wife knew their traditions, she spent & 1ot of time
showing me how 1o dance this url, 11 surprized the oeople very much that |
coutd do this dance just as the natives did {1, After | did this dance very
well, the chiefl, mi in-law, went and brought & plate filled with goid and
gave it 1o me. 1T this gold were sold, it would have brought much money.
Those who 1ived in that land donaled money to us. By the time we finished
dancing ihe uri, the money filled a large box they had placed thers,

Yihen i savw - that money, L remembered my parents, my children and

my drothers, who were poor in iy country. H seemed to me that | should
blow the money to them. | knew Dy this that what people say is true,
wherever a person stays, even 17 that place 15 more besutiful than heaven,
he will remember his homeland, This land was ten times more beautiful
than Eko, | had everything | wanted. My house was beautiful on the inside
1ike the housze of the head man of Europe. | kept on remembering my land
and my relatives. | had a vehicle drawn by four horses. But a1l these
things did not keep me from thinking all the time about my land, which |
had not seen for 5o long.
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This iz why the elders have a proverb that says, “wWhen you arg
holding a thief, his mind 5 on killing a goat.” The small house where we
Tived in that village where | was doing farm work seemed more beautiful
to me than the interior of the storied house in the place where | lived now.
Anyg day when | remembered my relatives my siomach closed up and | did
not want 1o eat angthing

One day when my wife saw that | was sad, she asied me what was
wrong | iold her that | was thinking aboul my mother and father. This
made my wife very angry, but since | knew that if she told it Lo her father
he would use 11 10 seek a way 10 ki1 me, | begded her strongiy not 1o tell
her father because | was just kidding, This woman reminded me how |
came to their town, and questionad me about the people | gaw when |
came. She said thet she did not see why | would keep on thinking about my
land, because the chief loved me. Not only this, he gave me the daughter
he loved in marriage. | replied that all those things were true, but begged
her strongly not to tell the chief anything about the thoughts | was
thinking. This was a good woman, She did not tell her father anything.
What she did was to make rme happy all the time so that | would not have &
chance 1o think about my land. From that day on | did not tell her anything
about the land where | was born,

Chapter 8
The Work of Odumody’s Children in Finda

#i the time they captured me, the chief’s eldest son was not ai
hotme; iz sister 1old me that he was at school in & country cloge to

america. ohe shoved me his picture where he was holding his sword in
hiz hand, One who saw 1t would know at once that he was a trouble-maker.
when 1 asked about his behavior, she 101d me that he was & very bad
person, Her father and &1l her brothers feared him. When he was twelve
gears old he was the head soldier, and at that time he conguered many
towns which hig Tather now governed. After she told all these things
about this young man | was afraid, and thought he would not 1ike {0 see
that & black man 1ike me had married his sister, the oldest daughter of the
chief. My wife also told me that he was a very stubborn person and
gverything | heard about hirm was true. But she promised me that when her
broiher returned and started trouble she would show me what to do.
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God Dessed my wife and me and gave us many children. My oidest
afd second oldest s0ns resembled me very much and had heads for books.
My other children were 1ight like their mother, Al muy children went to
the school where the children of the citizens were taught. They learned
many things there, but the thing that was stressed was farming. This
fmade me think about farming. In our land of Higeria, children who are
qoing to school and those who are growing up now think that farming ic a
ugelezs oocUpStIon. They are Toolish, Any thouditTul person will kKnow
that farming is the most important work in the world. From our farms we
get Tood and the clgthes we wear. 17 11 were not Tor our trees we would
not be able to build any houses. | would 1ike it if those who teach children
would emphasize 1o them always that they should not ook down on
farming. They should tell them stories about grest yem farmers and many
athers, who through farm work did good things for everyone in the world,

When my oldest son 187t school, because of what they taught him
there he Decarme & well known farmer. Every morning he went by car to
the places the townspeople were planting, 1o observe the way they were
doing thelr farm work. He taught them new ways to plant things. He
taughi them that the garth nesded food just a5 people did. He let them
knove that yam peelings and plantain peelings and other trash of varioys
kinds made the Tand fertile. In that yesr, because of what he taught them,
they had more food than they had ever had before. The chisf was moved by
this io give my son a large sum of money.

My second son learned about religion. when he came back from
5chool and heard that the peopie of that land ate human flesh, he thought

and prayed to God to help him make them give up cannibalism. Every time
he saw the chief himself in church he began to tell his congregation that
it was not good to kill people and it was even warse 1o eat human flesh,
when the chief had heard this many times, he reflected and decided on his
own that cannibalism was bad in the sight of God and humans. He himself,
the chief, made a law that if anyone killed & person in thet tand, the
judges would try him for murder and he would be killed. This made
everyone in the 1own stop kiling people and eating huran flesh,

My other son 1esrned things about the law in all the countries of the
worid. He glso used his hands 1o do artwork. When he had not yet left
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schoal, the people of that land had very bad laws. If someone was a thief
or g gossip, the people would i1 him, but the way they killed him was
very bad. This is the way they killed thieves. When they had started & fire
in the middie of the market, they a1l stood around it and held Jong sticks
in their hands. They tied the thieves and threw them inta the fire, and
used the sticks to guard them so that they would not be able ta run away.
IT they tried to run to the right or to the Teft they took those sticks and
pushed them into the fire. They would keep on doing this until those
peopie died.

Through the advice of this son of mine, the lawyers in Finda
improved the Tevw of their 1and so Lhatl it was very good, like that of other
maore advanced towns, These are the major taws he suggested that they
use 1o improve the jaws of Finda;

(13 “If someone steals, he will not be killed, but ane ear will be
cut off so that anyone who sees him will know that he is a thief. After
cutting off his ear he will be 1old that if he is found stealing again, one of
his eyes will be taken out. If this does not make him absndon thisvery, he
will be driven out and sent to another town far away where he will stay
until he dies. The chief alone will not be able to judge anyone, He will
have judges to help him, The judges will be people who are educated and
intelligent and know the law of the land well. One who bresks a law will
be able Lo invite gomeone who knows the law well to help him prepars his
case.

(1) If someone is & gossip, he will be put in jail for one year, and
his case will be judged 1ike the case of the thief,

(1117 someone tries Lo harm the chief, by way of kitling him or
doing various other bad things to him, he will be put in jail for Vife so that
he will not be able to do the things he thought of doing.

(iv) 1T someone comprits murder, he will be killed in revenge for the
murder of iz victim, Before he 15 killed, he will first be judged in court.
A 1egal expert will help the judges and the accused in preparing the case”

However, as | said at flrﬁt i son also used his hands 10 create

works of ari, !i‘l.ii‘ ot ond J ths fa-; of Fif’!dﬂ)i-hﬂ-t-%eﬂﬁrﬁfs‘q‘&ﬂ, but he showed ﬂem
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good ways Lo carve out canoes, As everyonse knows, we Ahaba peaple are
among those who have surpassed their counierparts in canoe-making in all

the towns in Migeria. This made us able to sail down the River Miger to

the large water areas of Nembe, Akasa and Buruty, and sei) 1o Lokojs and
Ibi, using them to carry many things.,

The canoes the Finda peopls had were very small, like the canges
that their occupants had Lo bail them out 411 the time. Only strangers
worked on ocean-going ships.

My son showed the Finda people how 1o carve good cances thal could
carry three barvels of oil. ‘When they felled the tree used to carve the
canoe, they cul g piece of its trunk the length of the canoe they wanted {o
carye from i1; then the experts took knives and axes, carying it until it
came 1o have the Ykeness or shape of a canos. They carried it 1o the
river, took & forked tree branch, 1ifted it up and singed it ingide and out,
After singing it, the experts took sharp knives and scraped i1 well a1l over
the ingide and outside, then put in seals and various other things they
wanted in that canoe. The reason they singed it wag so that it would be
Tight and not heavy, so it would be able to float on top of the watser

The people of the other towns around that town heard about the good
deeds & certain black man and his children did in Finda town. This made
ihem jealous of the chief of Finda and they began to look for & way 1o
make war with him so they would be able to take us to their land. While
the people of this town were plamning to fight them, the chief of Finda
1and diad,

Chapier 9
The Burial of the Chief of Finda

When the chief of thig 1and died, the people sent a message 1o call
back his oldest son who was in the place where he was studging. Thers
was great jou on the day he returned to the town. When he entered the
house where the embalmed body of his father was, then decresd the people
of the land should shot a round of gunfire, a5 their custom was, 1o 1ell the
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paopie of the land and the people of other towns around theirs that the
chief nad gied,

The peopie of this town, according to their custom, did not bury &
perzon a1 the time he died. They dried him in fire until he was dry enough
not Lo smell. The reason they dried people was that they did not bury the
corpse al the time of desth, a3 | said before. They wanted to have the
chance to tell many other towns that the person had disd 11 was when the
people of ihose various Lowns came that they put the chief’s body in &
coffin made of gold. The people of those towns came and stood around the
coffin while his oldest son and oldest daughter were killing goats and
chickens and cows and many other animals of various kinds. When they
had finished doing this, they carried the person’s corpse to the place
where they had dug the ground. When | Jooked inside that grave, | was
afraid. | will not be able to describe how the inside of that grave was.

i1 vwas oniy the corpses of chiefs that were cremated. The others
weare nol cremated. Those corpses were put where thay would be when
thay were alive, sat on & chair, the Taces rubbed with a fragrant cream,
and water sprinkied on them. It looked as though they were perspiring. If
qow examinad them closely, it was 98 iT they were alive, braathing and
crying. After these things were done, from morning until evening, the
COrpse was bhuyried.

The wide burial cloth spread in that grave was very expensive and
wery beautiful. Two mirrors were at the head of the coffin. One was the
rirror the man’s oldest son used to look &t his face. And if you Tooked at

the foot of the coffin, gou would see the chief on hig horse, holdinghis. |

swoard in his hand, This was a picture taken wher he defeated the people
of Yun. &t hig right, you would see the picture we took when | married his
daughier. At his 1eft, you would see the one he took when he killed a
leapard. Killing a leopard was a big thing in that town and in many other
towns. In the old days hunting was really a tig thing. Anyone who killed 8
leopard wag grestly respected because he was @ strong man. The chief of
this land wag a very strong man, and when he was alive he had killed seven
leapards,

wihen the coffin had been placed in the ground, the townspeople began
to speak, one by one. This is what the chief of Mimba said:
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“Mow | agree that death is powerful, the way it has killed this
person who 15 in this coffin now. I'm speaking with courage when |
remember that he was my Triend from the time our fathers were alive up
urtil now that death has separated us. Talking a 1ot about the chief of
this land causes the people of his town to cry many tears. Thus | will say
oy a few words.

“when his mother gave birth to him one tooth wes in his mouth, and
thig was something that surprised people very much because babies do not
grow Leetin In the womb. HIS Tather because of this sent some people 1o
the diviners. They told those people that thig child would be & big person
i the world, That one tooth he had showed that God made him stronger
than any other person. He would defest ail the big towns thal were around
your town. He was not plaging, his face would not smile. When he listened
to them, his comimon sense and knowledge surprised the wise men. when
he was Tourteen years old he killed nis first leopard and the story of that
teopard deserves telling.

“in this town at thal time & leopard was bothering people. 1t was
killing goats and chickens and many other animals in the town. One day
the chief’s son was in the house eating when he heard & commaotion in the
compound. ‘when he ran out he saw that leopard holding a small child o
the ground. Everyone there had run away, leaving the leopard and the ong
it was kitling. He entered the house, took a knife and went to confront the
teopard. When the leopard saw him, it 1eft the child it had strangled and
started {0 chase him. When the leopard got close to him, he dealt one

_knife stroke and cut it intwo, When the townspeonls zaw thet he had

killed the leopard, they all came and carried him on their heads and called
him Tough one,” that is, & savior,

“Everyone there began to say that what the diviner had said
concerning the child was trus. Within that year his father died, and,
becasuse of this thing that he had done, the people of this town said that he
should become the chief when he was only fourieen years old,

“His first task was to teach the people of his land how to wage war,
He made & rule that every young man Tourteen years of age must enter &
training house where he would be taught how to wage war.  Afier he
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irained those soldiers, he began to fight &1l the towns around you, He
carried on seven wars and vanguished hig enemies. This is why a1l the
towns around Finds are under 115 control now. The good things the chief
did for you, the people of this town, are many, but 17 | started to recount
them hers we would never go home. Lel us all pray to God to keeo his soul
alfve.”

after he finighed and sat down, the people of the town told me, ag a
fareigner and ong who had been the chief’s secretary, that they would like
me 1o speak sboutl our chief whorm we were burying. | stood up and thanked
them for the honor they had done me tn selecting me as one among the

funeral speakers of the great chief who was in the coffin now,

“{ do not have much to say because the one from Mimba, who was &
good Triend of our father, has said everything about hirs, and to say a ot
wolid be Lo repeat what he szaid,

“&11 the citizens here now know how | came to this town Those who
have come will see thal | am the only black person among all the people
here. The siory about how | wernt on & journey and resched that wide
cigaring where the Finda people saw me and captured me is a story | have
told the chief, who was my master who loved me. |

“11 greatly surpriged the chief when he saw me because he had never
seen 4 black man before. This caused him Lo Tove me very much and make
i fame reach every place in this town. The first good thing he did for me
vas 10 1each me the language of this town by selecting a person 1o

fran, made me his secretary, which was an important work in this town a3
it i5 in all countries of the world. The best thing that he did for me was
to give me his oldest daughter in marriage, not caring that | was a black
man of paying atiention to what people would say. There are many other
things the chief did for me, but | will not be able 1o 111 them to you”

&fter | finished speaking, his oldest son, who had returned from the
place where he had been studying, stood up and said these things.

. hanked _ ,
| have the chiefs of various other towns who left many
duiies in their towns and came 1o the funeral of my father. This shows
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the great love you a1l have had for my fether gince the time he was alive
until now that he iz being buried. | also thank the people of this town whi
have gathered here now 1o give my father his last respects. This too
shows me that all of you loved him, and you appreciated all the work he
did when he was alive. | do not have much to say because the two people
who spoke here have said everything that should be said. ‘wWhat | ask of the
people of this 1and is Lo help me as you helped my father during peace and
war, hecause “what makes the chicken heavy ig feathers”” [What mada the
chief great was the support of the people.]

After he finished speaking, everyone in that place, as one voice, sang
a song that the chief 1iked when he was alive. The chiefs of the other
towns who were thers got up and started to throw the money they had and
various other things into the grave. Everyone sang and denced; the
soidiers shot off the quns they held.

Chapter 10
How Odumody Lefi Finda Town

About one month after the chief was buried, the people selected
twelve people to ascertain everything the chief had. Because | knew
something about couniing, they chose me to be one of them. While we
Were examining everything, we saw o paper that the chief had written,
saying that when he died, | should be the one to take his place. According
tos certain tradition of those people, the chief had the power Lo chogse
the ong to succeed him when he died. Sometimes that person would be his

son, but other times he would be someone elze. The chief'soldestsonwas

very angry Lo see that his father hated him. This made the young man seek
to kiil me,

wWhen the people heard about the paper the chief had writien when he
wasg aglive, they rang & bell to call together the general public 1o find out
what they thought aboul this paper the chisf had writien Afier the people
had met Logether, the ireasurer got up 10 speak and said,

“according to our custom, which sveryone here knows, anyone the
chief sefects when he ig alive 1o take his place will be chief; whether it
is his zon or any other person, 11 15 the chief who wrole the paper | hold
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in my hand now. In it he wrote the wal he wanted the 1and 1o be after he
died. This is what is in that paper

“*}, Magmaga, chief of Finda town, desire after | die that Odumodu of
the town of Ahabs take my place ag chief, and my oldest son will be under
him. | know that this thing wil bring much dispute and disagreement in
thig town after | dig, but it will be indeed good if the people will help this
mats to govern the land well 1t 15 not everuone who is ahle 1o take the
place of chiel in governing everyone who is under him in the right way.
Every one knows about the good tasks Ddumody completed in this 1and
gince he Tirst came here. This man and his chiidren have enlightened the
people of this town in various ways. All of this caused me to think that
this person should take my place and be chief after | die. | will be happy
in the land of the spirits if | see you make Odumodu the chief)”

‘I am, Magmaga, Chief of Finda land.””

After he sat down, many people got up and came to speak thelr minds
concerning this paper the chief hed written. This brought a division in
that land; one group sided with the chief’s son, another group sided with
me. Those who Tavored the chiel’s son very much were only the young
men, bul the adults and the general public favored me very much. Because
of this | did not agree when they tried to pul the chief’s cap on me. | told
them that it was not good to take from the chief’s gon what God had given
him. The elders would not listen, What they did was to name a day they
would put the chief’'s cap on me.

when the young men heard the plan the public had made, they went
and 101d it 10 the son of the chief. This made him write me a Ietisr asking

me if it was true that | had agreed to be chief of Finda land. He told me in
that leiter that thal thing could not 1ake place, it rather he and | would
fight until everyone who favared him had died. | did not know how o reply
io ihis lelier Decause | was of Lwo minds, When day came | wrote 5 letier
teliing hirm that my heart did not want me 1o become chief in any land, and
I did ot wani to be chief of Finda land because Magmaga was not my
father, However, since there are many leaves in the forest and the
chooser selecied the hard leaf, and because of the way the law of their
land was, and the choice his father made of me, | agreed 1o live in Finda
iand a5 the chief.
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whan my Tetier reachad him he was very angry, He gathered the
young rmen who had Tavored him so much and tofd them o kill me and also
k111 the peaple who had said that | should live in the tand as his father had
sald. ATier he said these things, a certain person came to te11 me that |
showid walch oul Tor myseli. On the day they would start this war, my
wife and | should escape to Mimba town, This 19 what we did. Wwhile there
i heard that the chief’s son had killed averyone who Hyed in that Tand.
Decause running Tor one's 1ife does not sep the strength, all my children
ran and came 1o us where we weare sisying. 1 also heard that after he had
kitled all the paopla, he dug up the corpse of hig Tather from the grave and
burned 11, becauss he had not dong the right thing in taking his land and
giving it 1o me, 3 stranger

Chapter 11
The Feception Given Uz at Mimba

The chief of Mimba town was very happy when he saw my wifa, my
chilorsn and me, because he had heard sbout me and had seen me a1 the
timg 811 the elders had come 1o the burial of Magmaga, chief of Finda. This
Lo hi was Twhal one searches Tor happens on its own” The first thing
%’s: 10 waz 10 give ug thres-story houses in the sastern part of that town

erything & person could want was in that house, After we had zlayed in
rai’ towrn Tor eighisen days, the chief and hisg -mfe came 1o gee if we wers
well and o ask us i1 thelr town pleased us. While we were conversing,
ihe chief 1074 ug that he was very heopy to receive us in his town, and he
ihanked God very much Tor the good thing he had done for him. He said that
he had heard about the good works my children and | had dong in Finda

nl"lt“ i“i‘]
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Cwhen we Hved there, and hig would be glad 17 Twoutd be willing, fust asi

was in ihat town, Lo work for him, ATier he finished speaking, | answered
fim in & Tew words, | told him that | tog was happy to Hive in his town,
and | thanked him very much for his care of ug from the time we had come
Lo his place undil now. | told him the highlights of the siory about the way
P had come 10 Finda and entered into the hands of the deceased chief, |
#lso toid him why | hed run o him. | 10ld him that when the Finds chief
was going Lo die, he wrole 4 paper saying that | should replace him as
chief. The slders of the land agreed with what he wrole in the paper and
did a1 they could Lo make me chief as their deceased masier had writien
The young men helped the chief’s son in hig plan 1o kil me. That made me
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116 15 Lown gy would not be alde to come and kil me, The
ant gaid that rather i’;an i‘n*' head burn in fire, he should swiftly run avaly.

wag very happy that he knew on his own about the good work | had
done in that ?J"fm and the good reward the chief had given me. He had
iaken me a3 his son, and 1o prove 1o him that what | gaid was true, | 1old
him tnat the woman with me was the oldest daughter of that Finda chief.
Because of the iove she had for me she came with me 1o this town, Bhe is
the gne who gave birth 1o these three children who came with us, They are
ine ones wiho did 811 These well-knhown good works in Finda. The Tirst one
caused the townspeonie 10 sbandon their bad custom of killing people. The
second showed the peopde of that Tand how 1o plant things so they would
grow wel], The children growing up in the world now do not Enow that
farming is the chiel work in the world, Those who are ashamed of Tarm
work are footigh, Any sensible person will zay that Tarming is good work.
when God Tirst created man, the task he gave him wasg farm work, The
third son corrected the Taw of that land and wrote 1 on paper go that
children could lgarn i i school,

Chapter 12

Building the First Schoot in Mimba

Zince there was no school there, | 1o7d him about the benefits people
wolld receive from a school, & school wag something every town that
wanied entighienment should have, The town that had no school where
children could be taught what was in books would be ignorant. The school
was the place of wisdom.

many things in the world aboul which we learn. 1t is good for us to 1earn
tings aboul the world In which we live, ‘We ought 1o 1garn about the
hurman Deings and animals and birds and irees in the world, 1t is algo good
for us to fearn aboul things in the sky and on earth and in the water. But
most imporiant, we should iearn aboul the God who Hyves in heaven and
who creaied @11 humman beings and everuthing in the world,

The people in the town | had come from knew that learning was & big
Lhing. Tz;ﬁg gre :eru:aw about education because they knew 115 yalue,
he most imporient thing wasg thet chitdren ghould Tearn 1o Yeten 1o what
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their parents and adulls 1old them. They also learned 1o respect their
glders and ‘%.?, nief of the land. They loved the land of their birth, which
woyld make them fight for 11 when people of other towns came to fight
tham. '{i’wg aigo learnad that i1 was nol good for & person 1o steal.
BEL

espacialiy, they
banayior. Man 3 ,ﬁ ; e behaved as one ought not Lo behave. & person ought
1o do oniy good 8 algeworthy things,

s about endurance. In school they learned good

&Tier | Tinished zaying Al these ihings, he thanked me very much and
1old me that he and the peonle of hig land, those who helped him take cars
af the tand, would meel and think about what they would do. He 8150 1old
e that the Tirst thing he thought his people would want me {0 do for
therm would be to make thelr chitdren “learn book,” reading and writing.
After two days, the chief’s messenger came and 1old me that the chief
WAz summoning me. when | arrived at his piace, | saw about twelve
peaple who were the judges of that town. They azked me many queahﬂnﬁ*
about what | wanted io do in their town, When | finished telling them
what | would do zo that the people of thelr Tand would know things ke
those of other Lowng around their land, they a1l shouted foudly and said,
“Our savior has come, our savior hes come.” On that day my wife and
three children and | joined the chief and his judges in going around that
iown, chooging & good place io bulld & school,

e o Ao a3t AR5 AR A AL AR AL PLALRE A ALARERCA RS (AR A b AN mRR

The work of building that school did not fake much time because all
the peonle of that iand did i1, When they had Tinished building the school,
the peapie of my house and | began io ?hmif of how we could do this big mb
that 7211 1o ys. We thought that my thres children would teach the litlle
boys in the school, and my wife would teach the 1ittle girls, and | would be
theone Lo superyizge ot of thal work:

The death of miy wife spoiled the hooss of ug a1l My wife digd on the
day the gehool wag opened. This woman had nol been sick Tor a Tong time.
4 fever was the sole cause of her death, but this made the people of that
Jand who did not know God well think that it wag sorcery that killed her. |
did not believe thiz when the chief iold me that they had gone to & certain
diviner and found out that it was sorcery that killed my wife, and that the
sorcery came from Finda town where she was born. 1T was the son of the
Finda chief who chased me there who they thought used poison to kit my
wife, The people of thet town behaved Yike any other town that was not
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sntighiensd They thought thal H was sorcerers whe killed anyone who
gied. in the old days these Deliefs caussed many people Lo be killed for no

, e Lhe woiling, This belief caused Arochuky 1o be
famous because 11 was there that there was a divinity that told about the
zorcerers. When the Europeans conquersd the Aro and entered the shrine,
the people of the world knew that the Aro were carrying on a fraud.
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what killed my wife was malaria, because a mosquito had bitten het
when we tay dovwn in g clearing 8l The iime we were runiing io Mimba. i
was thiz ihat cauged the death. If a doctor who knew medicine well had
been there, my wife would not have died.

They buried her well and did for her sverything that ought 1o have

been done Tor the daughler of a chief. They prepared the ground 1o bury her

like the chief of Finds. This made me give sincere thanks o the people of

thal land and the chief, The death of mi wife made me start 1o think
apout my coundry, When she was alive, she made me forget my country

BELALSE i foved har very much,

Chapter 13
The flisfortunes of Odumody’s Ling of Descent

After my wife was buried, we Degan the work of teaching the
children. wWe taught them with all our hearts, and siz months after the
sehaal ves bl 1he behavior of thoge ohildren changed very much, This
made the 1ownspeopis send many of thelr children 1o school. The result of
this was 1o make the work of teaching them too much for us, because one

i
person yas teaching sixty children,

Another thing we did was 1o 1ell the chief that we wanted them 190
build us a housge where we could pray to God. After they Tinished building
that house, my son who had 1earned about God's word went there on
Sunday, soeaking 1o the people about God's word. The first thing he taught
them wasz the Ten Commandrents that Sod gave people. He taught them
the first commandment that 1oid uz that man should have no other gods
before nim. Thizs commandment and the second ong told everyone that they
chu“ia:’ i:a & avay thelr meny chamms, thelr idols and the many bad

% they had and destroy them, Beoause of tnig, many of them cams
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to be baptised. Because of our work 811 of that town knew how 1o pray 1o
El

A1 the towns there did not know that killing people was & very bad
thing in the sight of God. They a1l used 1o kill human beings the zame as
they kitled chickens, Becausze of the sixth rammgndmﬁn? the people of

thiz land came 10 ses that Killing people was & bad practice. This showed
m# indeed thatl the word of God was gowerful, ii’sat neare and ove in the
worid came Trom the word of bod thai spread over The whole world, in
alden times a1l iowns did bad {hings, Those who read books aboul what
ysed 10 happen in various Lowns will gee that when the word of God had
not come out, oeonle did many bad things--people in Europe, in the lands of
olack people a5 well as red peopie. We should thank those who caused the
wird of God to soread over the whole world,

when we hed stayed siy years in thet Ltown, we had trained about 32
chitdren who were well educated and who would be able to teach others.
They a1l went 1o various villages around that town, building schools where

they would teach chiidren, when we had stayed ten years in that town,
many people had been enlightened, and many children had been educated,

I the sixuth month of the year (June) 1886, the year that Yictoria,
Queen of England gave the Royal Miger Company permission and power 1o
govern the jands near the Niger River and to trade markets in those lands,
something happened that made me start 1o wonder 11 | could find a way 1o
igave that fown and refurn 1o my birthplace, Ahaba. A certain young man
sarried & woman on that day and he Tnvited many peodle Lo join him in
rﬁiﬁwmmg according to the custom of the people of that land, whils they

wers e certgthouse drinking v neand-gancing unaware, firegtaried—

in the gunpowder thal was there. when | heard this | ran there because |
knew thet rfsg ihres children were among the mer invited ig the wedding
feazi, When | reached the spol | discovered thal a1l my children had died.
F{ell i6 the ground because my heart was rr:sifﬁr; and | siayed there not
enowing what 1o do. The death of my thres children on the same day made
me Teel tired of living The only thing | wanted now was {o leave that
Lown and reiurn io my land.

The death of my children brought me great nearibrealk because of
which | wanted very much to leave that land. When my children were
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£ that boat to get ;iﬂ Tha‘! maﬁﬁ me tmrgk Erf
paddiing i1 {0 go an rj { nd another jand. Mo matter how frightening thess
thoughts sounded, at that time | did not care about amyihing that would
happen 1o me. But lust &1 the time | was preparing 1o leave, Bod sent me
peanle who saved ;’r g from this foolishness. Soms ‘fﬂrﬁ‘igﬂs"!” came frofa
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cerioin place near America called Hevans, 75 f:i iown whers | was, 10 58
fish. They advized me that 1t would be good i1 | went away w:ih them,
The first thing | made surs to do was to fmd & wal io escape 1hose who
wanied me to Hve in Mimba,

Chaptsr 14
The Trick Odumody Used 1o Leaye Mimbs

During the time | was in Finda town my fame had reached all the
Lowng surrounding 1, This made the ohief of Mimba regard me a3 an
importand person. My house was situated in the middle of the town near
the chigf’s housze, Many soidiers surrounded rmy house so thatl my enamies
wolild not be able 1o enter it al any time, Thei wers thers in the morning.,

afternoon and night,

There was no way | could escape. One night when 11 was about
twelve o'clock, when everyone thought that sveryone had gone io sleep, |
began o look for a way 1o Jeave Mimba town. | had told the people from
Havana who had come 10 5211 Tish to wailtl for me that night.

When | wenl out into my compound, 1 saw that the soldiers wha
guarded wera sigeping. wWhen | tiptoed scross them ong soldier woke up
and Dlaw on a horn which made them all wake up and prepare {o follow me
ghy placa | wenl. What | did wag to tell them thet | had come to find out
how they were guarding. | told them this so they would not Know that |
was isaving. | did not sa2 any way 1o 1eave on thal night, so ! retumed Lo
my house,

Thosg who came from Havena gid not see me ?rsqf might az we had
elennad, Bacause of this, they came to the house st dawn 1o find out what




prevented me {rom coming a3 we had arranged. | hid nothing from them. |
told thern that | could not find & way fo escape that night. | bribed them
with mioney and begged them to wall for me that night around twelve
o'clock. They agreed, and because of me they did not leave on the day they
nad planned 1o teave Mimba.

Finding a wey 1o leave Mimbs was my only thought thal day. In ihe
afternoon | thought of zomething | could do io help me Teave tha i.twn My
ihoughis weni 1o & ceriain siave who had been soid in ihe oid days io

.--4

Penin and szcaped Lo Ahaba, lmmediately, withoul wasling anyg time, |
began 1o pul on a woman's dress, When | fipighed dressing, | took a
ceriain igaf thal is used 1o make a Young woman’'s face shine and put it a1l

3% & =0 that anjone who saw me would not know that 11 was
Ddumodu. 1 did not take many things g0 the guards would not think that |
wag a thiel, What | Look was ong small contalner with gold and stones
Hke “diamonds” in it These things were what the Findsa and Mimba people
had given me az padment for my work,

ey Tac

| Teartezssly carried the small box and went past the guards, butf not
one of thern knew that 1t was a well-known persan like me passing them.
| gresied them, changing my voice Lo be ke & woman’s. Afier | had
pazsed all of them | started to run, not looking back, reached the shore and
entered the host,

Those people did not know who | was because | Tooked Hike & young
wornan, wWhen | took of { the makeup | had use a:“f. cover on my face they all
Tell down laughing. | toid them not o lose any i.zme because if the chigf
of that lend came and zaw me at that shore, he would be sure to ki1l me.

They tistensd to me and rowed thetr boat out immediately

These boats were nol heavy and engines were not used 1o propel
i g i i re i 5r=ﬂ o ;m,ﬁ:l it. Bsn:au:,ﬁ of mv

w58 the dry 3eason. Ti’: i tht 5’55?’1? on g was
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that great ooean, sxcepl that those rpg{;} well acquainted with the
ooean, Because of thisg and with the help of ;u:sai we crogsed safsly and
reached Havana,
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we glaued on the ocean Two monihs before resching Havane, 1l waz s
tgnd wilh weler surrounding it % g iiwng were not 1ike the lowng | had
igft, Paopie, ?reea, mrﬁs, and everytning in it were different. when i saw
trees 1ike ; | thought ’rhat | had reachs ﬁ

re
Hk g country. Thig
brought neyw 1ife m & and made me forget the reason | had 111 Mimba.

[ had no money 1o yse In returning 1o my country; therefare | thought
about what wory | could do, Thiz made me buy polish used 1o shine shoes
and | Decarme a shoe siiner; sveryone would give me one penny. | &l aiong
the highway This work was resliy regarded as menial, bul because of ine
things rmy master who taught me in Eko 1o7d me, | did not scorn this work
because 11 wasz work | would use 1o get food. Anyone whe doss not scorn
any work will not die of hunger, wWhen | was in Eko studging, the first
thing the teacher toid us was thatl 1t woild be good 1 small chitdren Hving
in Migeria, especially in Eko, realized that there was no work that was bad
for & person looking for something to eat.

a few months in Havana working at shining people’s shoes on
. Some days | earned a shilling and sometimes six pennies,
peiier to me than stealing. This money was plenty for my
ould not be enough 1o buy shirts end cloths, because the clolh
m‘ ?.i’se ;39;::;;"59 of ihal 1and was very expensive
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f‘a‘;mfsﬂa that God promizes will become something, no matier what
in, e will give him the things he promised bim, One dai whils
L near .%’s& &Y e shining shoes, & native of the land, g boy, fell into the
rearried him oul 10 & place where his Teet coulid nod
=l fﬁ;ﬂf gyeryong from jumping into the waler 1o save
LAY

m

ish. when | saw that ﬂ’si" Bsg was going 1o be logt, |
jumped inie the water, if’e 72 down and putiad Bim oul, What | did surprised
gveryone thers ﬂﬁ made them go and tell the chief of that land how |
saved the 1ife of that boy who was logt in the river. This deed became
famous everywhers in ‘fha’f land, and everybody came Lo the fiighway where
P gtaped 1o see me. When the chief of the land heard this, he called
together ihe people of his Tend and asked them whet they thought about
what | had done, They told him it would be good 1o thank me and give me
twenty bags of monsy becausze of the good thing | did,
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sg the water wag deep and filted with sharksans
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when this money came 1o me | returned to my country without
wasiing ani time, because at that 1ime many ships belonging 1o slave
kidnappers {rom America and Havana and used to go to my country and
back.

vher | reached home, the elders there who knew me ran away and

1t their houses, because they thought | was & spirit. They all thought
that | had digd because 1t had been & long time since | Teft home. One
courageous person reiurned, peeked inlo the house and saw where | was,
They &1l ran back when they saw that | did nothing to that person They
knew now that | was Odumodu the traveler, and that | was notl a gpirit.
Thei all crowded around me. Ahabs became gxcited on that day. The
Mdﬁr" wh knew me befare and the children who had heard my name ran to

& e Lveryone was very foyful, especially my brothers who haﬁ 1ozt

gart ininking that | had died,

b uzad some of my monel o build 8 housze, took the rest and kept H
for mu children, The people of our land mel and decided that they would
crovwn e chisf 20 1 could govern thermn. This gesture pleased me Decause |
kngw thal i1 was samsthing thel came 1o me through my Tather. The day i
was Crovened was a day no ong in ahaba will forgel. Europsans and chiefs
and many praminent oeople from Onitsha and many other towns near Ahabs
came Lo atisnd my coronation.
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