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ISI 1
h A
IJE ODUMODU JERE

Nna m mury umu isii, ndikom an¢ na ndinyom
abuo. Abu m nke ato n’ime ha. Nke okpara na
nke ylu gara imu oru ebe nna m mefuru otuty
ego. N’ihi ya o nweghikwa ike ikwu ugwo
omumu ihe m. Mgbe m gbara afo iri na ise,
m gara | 11eg1daotu obodo nta o nwere a na-akpo

Ora, nke d1 Benin nso. Obodo 2 by ebe otu onye - - i

nwe ala Benin, Oba Benin, gbara ¢so gaa mgbe
ndi ala ¢zo ahu nile di n’okpuru ya choro igbu’
ya. Qru anyi n'obodo a by jkpa anymany na
iru oru ubi.

M noro afo ato n’ala ahy tupu m chegharia
echiche ma choo imata jkwa nka. N’ihi nke 2 m
hapu obodo a bia gaa Eko ebe ¢tyty ndi nka
maara ihe di mma no, buru onye ozi otu onye
isi ndi okwa nka. N’oge ahu motor adighi, ugbo
anwury oky kwa adighi otuty n’osimiri obodo
anyi otu ha di ugbu a. Onye choro i iga Eko n’ oge
ahu na-ahusi anya nke ukwu. Mgbe ufody ¢

ga-ano ihe-di ka otu-onwa na<yma>n’ elu miri:
QO bu ugﬁ’o osisi ka m jiri gaa Eko. Oha mle
Inaara na oge ahy bu tufuo ndu were onwu n’iji
ugbo osisi aga ije o buyla tere anya, n’ihi na ndj
na-akpa madu ere Juputara n’elu m1r1 na-acho
ndj ha ga-akpara.
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Umunne m ekweghi m gaa ije a, n’hi nke g
m hapury vyl mgbe onye ¢ bula ra-amaghi,
£ I

gbuwe ha. Nke amere kva ufodu ha daa n’ala hiwe

’d

~ ura Ufody kwa guru egwu puo n’ezi,

Atufughi m oge ma oli, M jikere osg 0sQ
buru otu igbe ebe uwe m di. Qso kam jiri ruo
Onu osimiri ma bag n’ygbo gaje Eko. Mma na

~egbe na uta na aky na_¢bi'di n’ime Ugbo a n’ihi
» ha mady anaghi aga ije n'oge ahy z0o ahuy, Any;
- kworo ughg gafee Idah, gafeekwa Lokoja

ndj ha ga-akpara ree, choro uzo ijide anyi. Ma
anyi jiri eghe na ngwa ogu 0zo di n’y
ha. Q by nanj ofu onye ka otu aku turu n’zhy
Anyi enweghi miekpa ahy 0Z0 tutu anyi eruo
Eko.
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Ekweghi m ka nna m ukwu kwuo m ugwo
onwa, kama m choro ka ¢ kuyziere m oru ya, nke
bu isi ihe m kwere gaa Eko. Nna m ukwu, site
n'obi gma o nwere, meere m ihe a m chorg,
Mgbe m na-angola afg isii n’Eko, m muyola oru
- di iche iche. B g

M nwere ihu oma n’inweta oru ifd gku n’otu -
ugbo ndi Bekee mgbe m hapuru nna m ukwu.
Oru a by oru rara ahu nke ukwu. Otu ihe m
jiri ike mee mgbe m no n'oru a by otu nwanyi
a na-akpo Mmaanu m lury. Nwanyi a mutara
m ymy ate. Ha dum bucha nwoke. Nke okpara
na nke ylu yiri m nke ukwu, ma nke ikpeazy
yiri nne ha n’ihu, ¢ tughi si na ¢ bu nwoke.
Q bukwa ya ka Mmaanu nwunye m huru n’anya
n’ihi na o yiri ya.

N’ihi na ¢ dighi uru ¢ byla m na-enweta n’oru
a, m hapu ugbo ahu ma laghachi n’Eko. N’atufughi
oge ¢ bula, m malite oru izi ndi omymu oru ihe-
n’‘obodo a na-akpo Akure ebe di Ondo nso.
N’oge m no n’Akure ka nwunye m nwuyru.
N’ihi nke a m kwere hapy Akyre gaa Eko ebe
m ga-aba n’ugbo ozo ma achokwaghi ‘iru oryu
oku ozo. N’otu afo ahu ka m bara n’otu ugho
ndi Bekee a na-akpo_“Elu uwa”. Q bu ugbg
buru ibu nke ukwu. Nga/a na-afy oku n’ime ya
di ate. Qtuty ebe a na-egwu egwu di iche iche
dikwa n’ime ya.

Otutu ndikom na ndinyom di n’ime ugbo a.
Ufodu ha gaje “St Helena” n’imata obodo ahy,
ma yfody kwa gaje ka ikiuku oma nke di n’ala -
ahy kusa ha. Nkwa ndi Bekee na opi na ybov
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~ na une ha dicha n’ugbo a. N’ihi na oke ufere

adighi, obi dj maduy nile no n’ime ya uto, Maduy
v ufodu na-agha nkwa, ufodu kwa na-egwu egwu

di iche iche. Oru m n’ugbo ahu bu isi nri. Maduy

abuo ozo na-etinyere m aka. Oru a by ory
v gbasafa oky ma gky anaghi acha onye na-ary ya
v di ka ¢ na-acha onye na-afu oku n’ygbo.

ISI 2
MGBAWA UGBO

N’ubochi nke asaa n’onwa ahu ka anyi malitere
iga n’obodo ahu a’'na-akpo St. Helena. QO bu
ebe ndi England kpopury otu onye isi agha ndi
obodo France a na-akpo Napoleon n’afo 181 5
mgbe ha lygburu ya n’agha. - Obodo a by ebe

v di anya site n’Eko ma sitekwa n’ocbodo nké na
nke o bula di na Nigeria. Q .di n’efiti otu oke
v ehere miri nke 2 na-akpo “Atlantic Ocean”.
O dighi mmekpa ahy ¢ bula di na mmalite ije
vanyi, Ebili miri adjghi. Mady nile dj n’ugbo
ahy atughi wjo o bula kama obj di ha dum ute

v dj ka otu m kara na mby. O gaghi adi mma inye

onye na-agu akwuykwo a mmekpa ahy jkoro ya
ihe nile m huru n’ehere dum anyi gafere. Mgbe
v @ foro ihe ntij anyi eruo ebe any} gaje, ebili miri
siri ike nke ukwu bury ughbo anyi gafee St. Helena
ebe anyi na-aga ma tukwasi ya n’elu otu oke

- 4
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nkume. Obi gbafuru madu nile di n’ygbo 3,

onye isi anyi amaghikwa ihe ¢ ga-eme. O si

“n’elu rida n’ala, sikwa n’ala rigoro elu. Ndinyom
.na umu ntakiri di n’ugbo amalite bewe akwa

n'thi na ha amarala si na ¢ bu onwu na-abia.
Onye isi anyi n’ugbo kwuru otyty okwu n’imesi
anyi obi ike. Anyi buru abu kpeekwara Chineke,
na-arioc ya ka o gbaghara anyi mmehie anyi, ma
zoputa mkpuru obi madu nile ndi di n’ugbg ahu.

Mgbe ihe adum di na-eme, ugbo anyi agbawaa
abug, maduy dum di n’ime ya adabachaa n’ime
miri ukwu ahu\ngii'"ukwu onye ¢ bula erukwaghi
ala. Ndinyom na umu ntakiri di n’ugbo ahu
fuchara n’ihi na ebili miri na-eme ire. Ndlkom -
isii ‘'maara igwu miri nwekwara ike jidere otu -
ugbo nta miri bu na-agafe. O bu ndi a weere
m n’elu nkume nga m n¢ na-eche onwu n’thi
na o dighi ihe oriri, m nwere. Ma ¢ buru di nam
nwere ihe oriri, ebe ole ka m ga-esi ya rie?

Site n’ahyhy anyi hyry n ‘ugbo ahu gbawara .
agbawa, anyi enwegh1kwa ike kwosie ugbo ike.v
Anyi agabeghi nga di anya mgbe ebili miri ¢zo
biara kpugharia ugbo anyi, anyi dum adabachaa
n’ime miri ahy o¢zo. Madu isii ahy gwukwara

miri gaa n’akuku nkume ahu gbawara ugbo

anyl, m gwuru na-aga ebe ¢ bula miri buuru m
na-aga. - Miri - na-asughari -m isi- na-odu- mere+ -
ka m gboo agbo ghotara onwe m anya aju. Otu~

= nhu onu na-adi ka m ga-ekubi ume. Mgbe itiri .

kpiri, yjo gaa itugbu m. Mgbe ufodu m na-

.+ agbati ykwy m nile ma ¢ ga-eru ala. Mgbe ike -

gwuru m noo ka Chineke meere m ebere si ka
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~ukwy m ruo ala. Anya aju para m.

. . Ll . .
~ebe m no. Agaghi m enwe ike kia otu obi siri
100 m uto mghe m gwupuiara n’okpokiri aia 7
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Amaghi

n’ime uchichi ahy,

ISI 3
NANI UKWA BU NRI

Mgbe m ruru n’ala a, n’ihi ike ogwugwy, m dina
ala rahu ura. N’ihe di ka elekere isii ututy, m
teta n’yra ma chopyta na o dighi mady o byla
bi n'ebe ahu. Agaghi m enwe ike kaa otu echiche
obi m di n’utyty ahy mgbe m chere ihe banyere
nne m na nna m, ymu m, ikwu na ibe m, na ndi
enyi m dum m hapuri n’ala a mury m bja were
onwe m tinye n’ime mmekpa ahy di otu a. M jiri

i

v ihe di ka oge abuo na-eche jhe ndi a dum. Ujo

tury m mgbe m nury mkpu agu, na nke okpango,
na nke ymy anumany 020 di iche iche enweghi
W

~okika. N’hi nke a m si, ‘Onwu zgwa m, ndu

zowakwa m, nke zotara m, ya were’. Chukwu
meere m ebere ¢ dighi nke biara n’ebe m no.
Otu obi agwa m sj na 0 dighi ihe o bulam ga-
enwe ike mee ma ¢ bury na mu anody n’otu

ebe na-eche nani echiche,

N'oge a aguu na-agugbu m, ékpiri/né-akpg- |
v kwa m nkg. The oriri dum anyi ji fuchara na

miri mgbe ugbo anyi gbawara. Di ka otu m
6
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kara na mbu, o dighi ihe ing n’otu ebe na-eche-
ghari ihe ndi a dum ga-emere m. N’ihi nke a
. m malite chewe uzo m ga-esi enweta ihe m
, ga-eri. Mgbe m lere anya gburugburu n’ebe
nile ka m hury otuty osisi miri mkpury di iche iche, -
ma ¢ dighi nke m maara n’ime ha. Ifuru nke
di n’elu osisi ndi ahy dum mara mma, nwee-
kwa isi yto. Site na mmekpa ahu nke m no
n’ime ya, enweghi m ike lezie anya gburugburu
wee too Chukwu n’ihi ory oma Q ruru n’ebe
ahu.

O tughi si na m n¢ na mmekpa ahy, o guru m
oo aguu nke ukwu iji mgbaasi were osisi ndi a
AT welaa ala m. M chefutury mmekpa ahu m nke
nta mgbe m no na-ele osisi ndi a na ifuru di
n’elu ha anya. Ala nga a osisi ndi a puru yiri nga
madu na-aza ubochi dum ka otu a na-aza ezi. -
‘ Otu obi gwara m si na ebe ¢ bula di otu a ga-abu
Vo ebe ndi mmuo bi, n’ihi na mgbe m by nwa
IR atakiri ka nna m, onye na-ago mmug¢ gwara m
ihe banyere ebe ndi mmuo na-ebi. Echiche nke
a mere ka yjo na-atu m. Ma ebe uzo m ga-esi
agbalaga adighi, m jisie obi ike, were obi dimkpa
L . baa n’okpuru osisi ndi ahu. Ndi mmug-anoghi

o ya. M na-aga, m na-ele anya n’elu, na-acho ma
i o di mkpuru osisi a na-eri eri m ga-ahu. Q dighi
- nke o bula m hurg. M- jere ije di ka mile isii

, . n’okpuru osisi ndi ahu ma ¢ dighi ihe ¢ byla a
-y na-eri eri m huru. Nke a mere m jiri laghachi

azu. _ _ _

Mgbe m tughariri anya n’ebe aka ekpe ka m
huru otu osisi yiri 1_113wa. Mgbe m leziri ya anya, -

7
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m choputa na ¢ bu otu osisj ndi ahia na-eweta
mkpury ya n'oge m nopro n’Akure. M rigora
»welu ya, ghoda isi ukwa ahu oty m ga-enwe ike
buru ruo n’akuku miri ebe m choro iwy ulo nga
m ga-ebi ruo n'oge anumany ga-atagbu m,
Mgbe m ruru onu miri ahu ka m chetara sina ¢
dighi oku m nwere. Nke 2 byukwa mmekpa ahu
0zo siri ike n’thi na mady anaghi enwe ike rie
ukwa ma ¢ bury na e sighi ya esi ma ¢ bukwa a
~ rughi ya arg n’oku,

T
v “Chi nyere nwa mgbei ji awom, ga-enyekwa

-

vya mbazy o Ji egwuru ya”. Ya mere ob;j kaa m,
N’ihi uko oku di ka nke a, nke di n’oge ahy,
ndi Bekee na-enye onye o bula na-ary oru n’ygho
vma ¢ bu onye,;é(fl_;jbara‘ n'ime ughbo ahu, otu mma
vnta na otu enyo nke mady ga-¢ji nweta oky site

n’anyanwy. Mgbe obi m gara n’enyo ahy, m

“tinye aka n’akpa uwe m, hu ‘otu enyo na otu
mma nta di ya n’ime, M kpokota osisi na ahijhia
kporg nky n’otu nga ma site n’ike anyanwy, m
tinye ha oku. The mby m mere bu ikpokota
ahihja pa osisi kporo akpo n’otu ebe, Mgbe
anwu chawara m were enyo ahy cheta n’elu osisi
na akwykwo ndi a, Okpomoky anwy’ esite
n'enyo ahu baa n’ime osisi na akwukwo ndj a ma
mee ha ebido nwuwe oku. N’ihi na o dighi ite

v M nwere, m ruo ykwa ahy ary ma taa ya nke efif.

5 Ukwa a toro m uto nke ukwu karia ndi mbu

7 m riri mgbe m dj n’Akure, The mere ka ha too
m uto otu a sitere n’ala nga ha puru. Otu na
otu ¢ bula ukwa a adila, o' nyere m ndu na ike
ohuru. M hukwara otuty osisi m maara n’ebe
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ahu ma ndi nke kwesxn ikpo aha ha bu aky Bekee,
okwiru Bekee, afufa, otu ukpa nkwu, uty, na -
udara. Miri aky Bekee bu mai m mgbe na mgbe
m richara ihe. Miri aky Bekee ahu toro m uto
nke ukwu. Aguu enwekwaghl ike lgbu m. The
m na-atu ujo bu mkpu ymy anumanuy di ka nke
agy iyi, na nke 0zo dlmgba, na nke otuty any

0j00 ozg di iche iche.
(b/-’-"rb b

o 5

- N
IWU ULO, QKU AZU -
NA TKU AKWA

Ihe ozo m mere by iwu ulg nta n’akyky miri
ahu. Oru ule a rara m ahu nke ukwu n’ihi na o
dighi mma ukwu m nwere. Gini ka mma nta
nke a nwere ike ime? N’ihi adighi mma 9zo m
nwere, m were nke a otu ahu gbuwe osisi. Osisi
m nwere ike gbuo n’otu ubochi bu osisi iri.
M si otu a na-egbu ha ruo mgbe ha zuru ogu iri-
na ang, M jiri otu gnwa pichaa ha onu. Ubechi
iri ka m jiri zgo aja, were ubochi iri na an¢ mai

.osisi ahu n’ala, tuo ha aja. M jiri ybechi ik na

asato kpaa’ akwukwo okwuru Bekee. Ozugbo

oge m jiri rychaa ylo ahu by onwa abuo na mkpury

ubochi iri na abuo. Qry ulo rara ahu tymadi

mgbe o bu nani otu onye na-aru ya. Ogugu

ykpa nkwu nke di n'ala a ka m jiri mee ibo na
9
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okpukpo. Mgbe ulo a kochara, l'}l biri n’ime ya,
N’ihi na enweela m ulo, ujo anymany ndi a
atukwaghi m nke ukwu, n’ihi ha bijawa itagbu m,
m,gﬁ—agbaba-\ n’ime ulo m, kwachie ibo. Mgbe
m norola ihe di ka onwa isii n’ebe ahy ike ndy
agwy. m. Di ka otu madu nile maara, -owu bu
ihe gjoo. Madu di ka atury nke na-anaghi aga
vije na nge na nge, kama ha na-esokota n'igwe
mgbe nile. Qnodu m mere ka m chee otuty
echiche di iche iche. Ma mgbe m biara cheta jhe
gbasara mmekpa zhy mady di ka Osondu na
Ogu na Ukauwa na otutu ndi ozo nwerela, obi
m agha;a ichegbukwa onwe ya. Nke a emeghi
m ghara ichekwa ubochj nile jhe gbasara nnem
Na nna m, ymy m na ndj enyi m, na ndi nke m
nwury anwy, nke ka nke, Mmaany nwunye m,
onye m hury n’anya nke ukwu. Ebere emewe m,
obi 1, atawa m uta na nhapy m hapuru Aky e
vebe m no n’udo na-ez; ndi omumuy ory, ihe. lé[
chetd'mgbe m no n’Eko n’aka nna m ukwu onye
merela m ihe oma. M chetakwara ulo oma dum
di n’Eko ma ihe oma di iche iche n’obodo ahu.
Mgbe m chetachara ihe a dum bia tugharia
anya lee ebe m no ugbu a, obi alaluo m nke ukwu.
Mgbe oru ylo m gwuchara enwekwaghi m ihe
020 m ga-eme. Mgbe o bula m richara g mu
agaa n’'agiga miri na-ele anya n’ime miri, na-ele-
kwa ymuy azy nga ha na-egwu miri. Uzo m ga-esi
egbu ha adighi n’ihi na enweghi m ihe o bula
v € ji egbu azy, di ka nko na ugbu. Otu ubochj
ka m chetara otu ihe yiri (eketé” nna m na-eji
egbu azy n’obodo anyl. M jiri okwury Bekee
10 o




““ma hu otu ihe na-aca ka ¢la edo”
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a wara awa kpaa ya di ka otu m hury nna m siri
kpaa nke ya, bie ya ony nga azy, ga-enwe ike
baa ma o gaghi enwe ike puia. M jiri ubochi
ato kpacha ekete atg.

M tinyere ha idide mgbe m gaje itinye ha na
miri. The m kwere tinye ha idide bu ihe madu
- - "N .y »

- nile maara. Q by ya ga na-akpota azu ahy ibia
n’akuky ekete ahy n’iba n'ime ha. M jiti osisi
y masie ha ike n’ala miri otu azy ¢ bula agaghi
enwe ike buru ha gbalaga. Mgbe chi berg m
gaa n’akyku miri ebe m tiri ekete nile ma ha
g egbuola azy. M le¢ anya na miri ahy, hy ekete
‘ abyo azy jupytara n’ime ha, AhQkwaghi m otu.
Nke a mere m jiri chee na azy ukwu eburula ya
gbalaga. Obi toro m yto nke ukwu n’ihi na ahuyla
m ihe m ga na-eji eri ukwa ahy nke by nanj ihe

-oriri m nwere, ridd ngwa ngwa, riba n’ime
miri, bupyta ekete abuo ahu azy juru n’ime hq».f_u_.?
Mgbe m si na miri pyta n’elu ala ka m huru

otu ofyruma ebili miri kwapytara n’elu ala. Q
tughi si ofuryma bu azy nwere ike nke ukwu,
ma @ tughi m egwu ¢ byla n’iga buru ya n’ihi na
m maara nke oma na azy anaghi enwe ike g bula . |
mgbe miri buputara ya n'elu ala, M waa afp Nl wv
‘_ azy a, hy otu ihe na-acha ka ¢la edo ma ¢ bughi
ya. Mgbe m leziri ya anya, obi m agwa m si na ¢
; - - I /.
ga-aby nkume ruru oke gpu ahia. M weré ya
g dote n’otu ebe n’ulo m. M hury otuty ihe 0Z0
di n’afo azy a, nko’ na ih€ ¢zo di iche iche. M .

. ) " ged s e L
rigide azy n’uybechi ah\l_l ike agwu m nihi na o teela
anya m na-eribeghi azu ¢ bula.

A Ihe ¢0zo nyere m mmekpa ahu bu akwa na uwe.
" I
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Akwa na uwe any1 nile fuchara mgbe ygbo anyi |
gbawara. Nam nike di anyi n’ahu ka anyl ji.

T Tuwen
UWE Ol TUoO Lll.yl il BM -ya. inia Eucu.a. UI.U, IJ.ISUC l!

. koro m chiri ya syry> Nke a mere m jiri chee ikwe 4" d
akwa. Oru 1kwe akwa by ory nne ; m maara nke
v oma. Site na anya na-eru m ala, m miytara ikwe
akwa n’oge m bu nwata. The m ga-eji eme akwa
a by ihe rara ahu n’ihi na m chgola onu miri ahy
gburugburu ma ahughi m oého. N°ubochi ozo,
~m kwere ka m hu ogho baa n’ghia di n’akuky
rmn 2 icho ya. Mgbe m gamirt n’ime ohia ahy
m hi osisi ogho ahy m na-acho ka ha juru
nga nile, M t1pu uwe m tuo n’ala, ghq]uo ya ogho )
¥ oty m ga-enwe 1ke/pa11te buru laa. Mgbemtuchara“ w7
- ogho ahy, m mee nkive nga m ga-aduakwaahy.
~ M, were ogho ahy wuo na nkwe ahu, were ufodu )
s ~tijo ghia: m jiri mma nta ahy pia otu otiti, 1 ‘
-kug akwa ahy. E
AR Jl :

k/{ QL

gt ;;EL ISI §
IJERU FINDA -~
Otu ybochi m hapu onu miri_ 4 ebe ylo m di,.
baa n’ime ghia ahy di ulp m( ‘nda. Otu obi agwa
v m si m jisie ike choputa usoty ohia ahy. The m
nwere n'ulp m by enyo ahy m jiri dore oku n’ihu
- anyanwu na mma nta m ahy, na ihe ahy, yiri ola
edo na uwe m. M jere ije ubochi asaa ma eryghi
m usotu ohja ahu. N’uboch1 nke asato ka m

12
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putara n’otu mbara gcha nga ¢ dighi onye ¢ bula
bi ya. M lee anya n’ala bia hu otutu onu dicha
ka omi a tury aty ma ha di mbara nwee ike iba ‘
maduy. :

Site n’ike ogwugwu m dina na mbara ocha
ahy rahu ura. Ahu m dum yiri ka onye e kedoro
n’osisi. M jisie ike n’ilite ma enweghi m ike ya.
Onyonoonyo kuru m, obi efuo m. M malite tiwe «
mkpu. Mkpu m tiri mere ka ndi nile bi n’ime onu
ahu nke m chere bu onu nnukwu anumanuy bi
riputara na-ele madu na-eti mkpu di otu a.
Mgbe ha putara ma hy otu m toro ogologo, ha
nile agbaa os¢ n’ihi egwu. Ha ahybeghi onye
di ogologo, na—-ejl nji ka m. v

Ufody n’ime ha, ndi nwere obi ike guzo ilezu
m anya, Mgbe ha hury na e kegidere m eriri
n’ukwu ma n’aka ma n’isi, ha etie mkpu, kpoo
ibe ha ndi gbara oso si ha bia, na o dighi ihe
o byla m ga-enwe ike melite. Mgbe ha nuru
nkea obi esie ha ike, ha dfim apytachaa na-ele
otu m di. Mgbe ha lechara m ha aribakwa n’ime
ony ha. Mgbe o ruru ihe di ka oge hour abuo
ha dum para m n’ykwuy na aka laa. v

.Mgbe chi boro ha ewere mkporo tinye m:~
n ukwu ma topy m eriri ahy ha j _]11'1 jide m mgbe ..
m di n'yra. Ha were m garuo n’otu mbara ocha
0z0 nke sara mbara karia mbara ocha ahy ebe ha
J1dere m. N’ebe a ka anyi nore rie nri ma nwere
ume iga n’obodo nga onye nwe, ala bi., Mgbe
anyi gara ihe di ka mile asaa m nuwa uzu na-aty
n’ obodo ahu, nke a mere m jiri mara na obodo a
buru ibu. Site n’ebe m no nu uzu ahu ma ruo
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n’obodo a bu ihe di ka mile ise. Nke a ga-eme
onye na-agu akwukwo -a mdra sj na obodo a
) TIPS AP, A, [—
Obodo Finda di n’elu ugwu/ Nke a mere
onye n¢ otu mile n’obodo ahu ga-ahu otu ylo elu
vukwu e wuru na ya. Otu igbidi gbara ala ahy
gburugburu ka obodo -Kano di n’ala Hausa si
di. Mgbidi\ a nwere onu uzQ iri na abuo ebe

™

- i4ws” v dum. Otu onye na-echegide ha'ka madu ghara

0 P isite na ha baa ma puo n’obodo ahu. ‘Qn_l\onye
ahy bu imeghere onye ¢ bula ndj isi ala kwerela
ka ¢ gaa hy onye nwe ala, uzo.,

Mgbe anyi ruru n’9nu yzo ahu ka m maara
na ala Finda by ala ukwu., Q bu igwe ka ha jiri

.~ ke ibo e jiri ghachie onuisionye ahy ma ha

e ahu igosi na ¢ by nga onye nwe ala bi.

Onye ahu na-eche onuisionye ahu gbagheere
anyi ibo ukwu ahy. Mgbe m lere anya n’ime ya

v akwa ugbo n’akuku aka ekpe site n’onuisionye

.

site n’gnuisionye ahu ruo n'ebe akwa ygbo ahy

~ jeruru. Akwa ahy mara mma nke ukwu ma onye
¢ bula biara abia n’ebe ahu aghaghi ity egwu
n’izo ya ukwy n’elu. '

i gbaduru ebe onye nwe ala bi. Ha nile mipyta-
\p oyt
ViR e 14

L

Ndi agha nocha n’ai(uku abyo nke uzo ahu-

;
CUru IoU ind uswu. siéa f—W €557
i ]

. . . oy
mady si aba n’ime ya. Uzo nke kaﬁ_}}a ibe ya ..ot
vmbara maa mma, bu yz¢ nke gara Gtu thiz'n’ylo -
onye nwe ala. Ha na-agbachi yzo nkeé a mgbe

- obi agbafuo m n’ihj ihe m hyry. Ha mitecharar»>"

~ahu ruo n’ebe e si abakpu n’ylo onye nwe ala, ’
i -

¢ jikwara ola edo kuo otu'ulg elu’di n'etiti obodo 17> +7°

. ; N v T P A ) P 2,
o Otu akwa tury agwa dgwa ka @ju aldka hia gbasara’ |~ (-
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. chara mma agha ha n’obo, were ony ha dukotachaa
n’otu ebe. Nke a bu ihe turu m egwu karia, mee
ka m chee igbalaga azy. Ndi agha ahu anaghi
adukota mma agha ha n'oge dum. Nke a ka ha

+ na-eme mgbe onye ukwu aha ya\hlﬁmg&feje

jhu onye nwe ala. Nke a bu ezie n’ihi na mgbe
anyi bakpuchara n’ulo onye nwe ala, ha nile
~eweda aka ha otu mgbe, mibachaa mma agha
han’obo. | y
v Agaghi m enwe ike kaa otu ylo onye nwe ala
/bi di. -Ohere adighi n’akwukwo a.nga m ga-ako
ihe nile m hury n'ime ule ahy. Ndi kpu m jiri
m baa n’otu ulo. N’ebe a ka m hyru onye nwe
vala Finda nga o no n’oche eze ya e jiri ikix
na-egbu nweghe nweghe mee.& '
- N’akuku aka nri oche ahy otu agu e jiri nkume

v\
ume

<akpu di. Ihe ndi a nyere ebe ahu ebube kariri -

akari. N’azu oche ahu ogu ndi agha na iri a
kpuputara na nkume bucha egbe na mma di.
Onye na-elezighi anya ga-eche na ndi agha ahu
< bu madu di ndu. Ha dum sucha uwe yiri nke

ndi na-ece uzo su. <

N Anyghi m ihe ¢ bula ndi kpu m na-ekwu. M
tufuru ndy ma were onwy, werekwa obi dimkpa
na-eche ihe onye nwe ala ga-eme m—igbu m
egbu ma ¢ bu idote m ndy. Q turu onye nwe ala
n’anya nke ukwu n’ihu madu di ogologo ka m,
.~ ma nke ka nke, n’ihy na m na-eji fji. N'ihi na

et

ochichiri gbara mgbe anyi ruru, o gwa ha ka ha

were m tinye n'ime otu ylo, kegide m n’otu igwe
di nga ahy, otu mu agaghi enwe ike igba 0sg.

15
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, Onye nwe ala ‘sjkwa na ubochi 0zo a ga-agba m
‘ ,\"L)} v w¢hi n’ahja. Ha eweré m gaa n’otu ulo, dote
nam m n’ebe ahy. Ha nyere m nri n’uchichi
ahy, nyekwa m ihe ndina, Di ka m kwuru na
mby, ndi obodo a ahubeghi onye ojii mbu. Nke
a mere ha nile j jigbaputachaa na-eletam. Mgbem
richara nri ha akporo m gaa n’ime ahija otu madu
nile ga-ahuzucha m anya. Onye nwe ala obodo
a zigara ndi na-achi obodo ozo di iche iche ozi
ibia lee otu madu ojii ya nwere. Otu a ka ha jiri

vm gaa ahia ututy na nke ehihie na-agh4 m oc¢hi
ruo ubochi asaa. Nd1 nwe ala obodo 0z¢ biara

vlee m malitere_ nwewe anya ufu n’ebe onye nwe
ala a no, n'ihi na o nwere ihe ha enweghi. Mgbe'
onye nwe ala ahu matara ihe nke a o choghi-
kwa iwepu m n ‘ahia, ka ndi iro ya gharaikporom. .

vdikwa otu ahy. OQ bugh1 agbagba ka ha jiri
kpuchle elu ha kama ¢ bu otu ihe na-acha uhie
+ubhie e jiri urg kpuo ma niio n’oky. Bekee na-akpo
ya “tile”. Anwu chawa, onye no n'ylo elu ahy
agaghi enwe ike lepu anya n’ezi n'ihi na anwy
¥ na-eme ka ¢ na—egbu amuma. /O by gini ka m
~ ga-akpo aha ghdra ibe ya?" M ga-aka ihe gbasara
osisi na ifuru di ha n’elu na isi ha kwa, ka ¢ by
- ala, ka ¢ bu osimiri na ikiku oma si na ya na-
. ekusa mady? Obodo Finhda by ala mara mma

n’uzg dum. O bu ala kwesm ncheta
C il
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ONYE NWE ALA
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N’ihi na m by onye ojii, onye nwe ala ahy
~na-eji m .eme onu. Q na-aka si o dighi onye
nwe ala ozo no n’akykuy obodo ya nwere onye
ojii ma ¢ bugh1 nani ya onwe ya. Q duury m
otuty uwe mara mma. Mgbe m ga-apu ezi o
na-eji ola edo na ola ocha ejikwa m nke oma.
Ebe o bula onye nwe ala ahu gaje, o na-akpe
m na-aga. M na-esokwa ya ka nkita. Otu ubochi
0 kpooro m gaa n’ebe agbara ala ha di. Di ka otu
omume ala ahu si di, onye nwere ihe’ ghyry
ga-éwere ihe ahu gaa n’ihu agbara ald dha, ma
were ego nye agbara ahy otu ihe ahu ga-anq
ndy. Anyj gara ije di ka mile atg tupu anyi eruo
ebe ahy. Mgbe anyi ruru n ’otu onu miri onye
nwe ala arida gawa n’ebe aka ekpe ya. Anyi
«ewere otu mkp§H koro ugbo di n’ebe ahu kwofee
v otu miri kwara n’ebe ahu.

Amaghi m ibe onye nwe ala_kwere kporo m
bia n’ebe a. M chere si na ¢ chorq iresi m ndi
obodo 0z9, ma mgbe m chetara si na ¢ hyry m
n’anya na-gjikwa m eme ony, obi m agwa m si
na ¢ gaghi abu orire ka o kwere kporo m gawa
n’ebe ahu. M chekwara si ¢ ga-abu aja kaojim

v gaa 1chu, n’ihi na ndi nwe ala na-eji ihe ruru
~oke onu na ihe ha hury n’anya achury agbara

aja. Anug}u m ihe ha na-ekwu, o bu aka ka any; _

~ Jiri na-akparita yka.
17
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Mgbe anyi ridara n’uébg, anyi agaa ihe dj ka
mile abuo ruo n’ebe agbara ahu di. O bi n’ime
meend + mkpu d na okillic yiri ulo. Ahy wbaa n'ime
mkpu a. Mgbe m lere anya n’elu m hyru otu
carvt, v Madu e si na nkume ahy tuputa. IThe nke a tury
m n’anya nke ukwu otu mady nwere ike were
nkume siri ike nke ukwu tuo madu. N’elu madu
a, otu mmiri nta na-acha ycha na-asgputa. Mgbe
m noro n’ala ahu tee anya ka m matara na o bu
swwrce visi iyi nile di n’ala ahu. Onye nwe ala ewere
miri ahy kwosa m n’isi ma wunyekwa ufodu
n’onu m. Mgbe o kwuchara otutu okwu o kwuru,
ya ewere otu karamia gbara miri ahy nye m sj
m buru nisi. Mgbe anyi ruru ulo, 0 were miri
ahy meekwa di ka otu o mere na mbuy, fiuo nke
foro afo n’onwe ya.

N’ihi na anyghi m okwu ala ahy, onye nwe
ala enye m otu onye nkuzi ¢ na-akwu ugwo n’onwa
n’onwa si ka o kyziere m okwu obodo ahu. Onye
nkuzi a hury m n’anya ma were obi ya nile zi m
ihe. Mgbe m na-angola otu afo n’obodo ahu m
nwerela ike ikwusokwu ha, mytakwa ide akwukwo
n’asysy obodo ahy. Mgbe m na-angola afo atg
n’ebe ahy m matala akwukwo nke ukwu nke
mere onye nwe ala jiri mee m onye ode akwukwo.
ya. Oru nke a bu oru ukwu n’obodo nile n’ihi
na ¢ dighi ihe ga-eme n’ala ahy nke m na-agaghi
amata ma deekwa ya n’akwukwo. M nwere ike
ruo ory a nke oma., Nke a mere ka onye nwe
ala ahy hy'm n’anya. Mgbe m choro ily ada ya,
ya ekwere,

Ndi obodo ahuy nile ekweghi. Ha si na o dighi

18
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mma ka m lyo ada onye nwe ala n’ihi na m bu

onye ojii. Ozo kwa na ha jidefe m ejide, ha amaghi -

ala m, ha magh1 ndi mury m; nayelegly_ anya m s e

ga—abu 6hit n’ala ebe 4 miry M. Site n ’thunanya

ada onye nwe ala ahu nwere n’¢be m ng, ya
agwa nna ya si ma @ bl_lgh.i m, ¢ dighi onye ¢ bula
n'uwa a ya ga-alu. Nke a mere ka onye
nwe ala ji kpo nzuko ndi gha iju ha echiche obi
ha. Mgbe ha zukotachara, onye nwe ala apalite
kawara ha ihe banyere ozi gma hile m gara n’ala

aby, ma ugbu a2 m na-eme umere ka onye a

mury n’ala. Mgbe ha nile huru sj olulu a masiri

o onye nwe ala, ha ekwe s anyi luwa. The ha mere

' \ : by ideputara m iwu ndj a:

(i). “I ga-etinyere anyi aka n’akwukwo si na
ndu gi nile i ga-abu ohu onye nwe ala
obodo anyi na mgbe ogu ma mgbe udo.”

] (ii)“I gaghi ahapu ala anyi ma ndi gha ekwegh1

si i laa. Onye nwe ala nani ya agaghi
enwe ike isi gi laa.” _

(iii) I ga na-ary oru..ode akwukwo ala oha
mgbe nile, ma i were uka ala kooro mba
0zo, ndi: ala dum ga-agbakota gbuo gi.”

(iv) I ga-e etinyere anyi aka n’akwukwo si i -
gaghi akara ndi obodo 0z0 si onye nwe ala
anyi na-eri any mady.” <o A

Mgbe m guchara ihe ndi a dum di n’iwu ha

nyere m, m dee aha m n’okpuru akwukwe ahy

\ n’iziputa na m kwerela ihe dum ha nyere n’iwu.

" Onwa abuo ka ha jiri jikere banyere olyly muy -

na ada onye nwe ala. Mgbe ubochi ahu ruru ha

akuo mgbu'lrngba ukwu ald oha, kpokota madu

19

S




ﬁ

L y f e

nile gwa ha si na folulu nwanyi ahy eruola. Uwe

na
m na nke onye/nga’m suru na-acha uhie uhie. E
jiri ola edo na dfuty ola ozo ruru oke onu ahia

* jikwaa ha. Ndi umy ntakirj nwanyi chi uwe e

vjiri wuchie nwanyi m ihu na aka, sukwara uwe
di ka nke anyi. Agaghi m enwe ike ika otu ala
ahu di n’ybochi ahy. Ha turu odu n’yzo, were-
~kwa akwa ugbo _ukwaa uzo nile, were akpukpo
agu na nke oduym tuo n'ala nga anyi ga-azo
«ukwu. Ha na-akuy nkwa, na-egbu opi, na-agu-
‘kwa uri.

IsI 7
UBOCHI OLULU NWANYI

N’ututu ubochi ahu mady nile di n’ala ahu

ejikwaa onwe ha nke oma; ndi agha onye nwe

v eg@fe,tf ala sury uwe ha ji aly ogy ma kfiére ihu, my na
nwunye m na nne ya, na nna ya, na ymunne ya

soje ha. Ndi obodo ahy fore af esoo anyi n’azy.

Maduy yiri aja n ‘ubochi ahy. Ulo ukwu ebe wmy -

- onye nwe ala na-ang aly oluly ha' eguzo n’ezi

n’akuky ulo ahy. Onye gbara anyi akwukwo bu )

onye na-eche ego ala oha onye ¢ by ozi ya 1gba
“ umuy onye nwe ala na; dl\ha akwukwo.

Obodo ahy ejighi ola aly nwanyi. Mgbe anyi

bara n’ulo ahu ndi ogu iri na abug akporo anyi

gaa n’ebe ha dotere oche abuo e _]Il'l ola edo kpuo. .
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Anyi angdy n’elu ha, mady iri na abuo ahuy \
amiputa mma agha ha n’¢be ma guzo _gn.y_i n’azy. o
O,ny.e- ukwg a na—ef:he ego ala (agara® bia guzo
n’etiti ulo ahy, malite kwuwe okwu. Nke a by
ihe o kwuru:
“Umuynne m m hury n’anya, obi di m uto
nke ukwu n’ibu onye ga-agba ada onye nwe ala
na Odumodu, onye obodo Ahaba, di ka otu ¢ "
gwara anyi, akwukwo. Mgbe onye nwe ala, nna }(\Uwz
nwanta nwanyi a gwara anyi ihe gbasara atumatu-$*
nke a, obi jorg anyi nile njo, n’ihi n ¢ dighi mma
ka nwa onye nwe ala lyo onye ojii, onye anyi
na-amaghi ebe o si bja. Madu nile di n’ebe a
maara yzo anyi si jide Odumodu n’ihe di ka afg
ano gara aga; site na amamihe ¢ maara Ja ozi
oma ¢ gara n’'ala anyj onye nwe ala ‘ekwetala si
ya lug ada ya. N’ihi nke a anyi ndi oha ala, ndi . Q{,}@
na-epyere onye nwe ala aka ngﬂ%gka)/fl-’ﬁﬁ,ﬁ}ojﬁ;%;
ckwetalakwa. Anyi edeputala iwu ma Odumodu **
ekwetala si ya ga-eme ihe nile di n’iwu ahy.
“Madu nile di n’ebe a maara si Odumodu
maara akwukwo nke oma, marakwa omenala
anyi dum. Ozi oma o garala anyi hiri nne. O
ga-adi m mma o buyru'siymaduy nile di n’ebe ‘a
ga-ekwe, di ka otu anyi bu oha ekwerela, si
Odumodu lyo nwanta nwanyi a.” ' '

W

Ozugbo ha etiec mkpu si ha ekwela. Onye a
ekwuwekwa 0zo si:

“QOdumodu, ndi obodo Finda alynyela gi ada .
onye nwe ala anyi n’ubochi taa. O di okwu ole
na ole m nwere m ga-eckwuru gi. Nke mbu bu
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ju gi ma i ga na-amata si nwanyi a i na-aly by
onye nwe gi n’ihi na ¢ bu ada onye nwe ala. The
obula o kaara gi ka i ga-eme. Nwanyl 2 gwa

ndi ala a sj na i na-eme ya ihe ¢jog, 0 bu ogbugbu
ka anyj ga-egbu gi. Nke 0zo i ga na-elegide
anya n’ozi gi karia ka i na-eme na mby. I kwere
si na i lugla ada onye nwe ala ma were ozi gi
na-egwu_egwu, anyi ga-anapy gl ozi ahy, napy-
kwa gi nwanyi a, ma onye nwe ala kwere, ma o
bu o kweghi.”

‘Mgbe o kwuchara ihe a dum o were miri
agbara ahy nke onye nwe ala kporo m gaa n'ihu
ya, tinye n’iko, nye anyi si anyl nukota, were-
kwa nke foro afo wysa anyi n’isi. Miri anyi
fiukotara bu ihe gosiri si anyi bu otu di ka otu
omenala ha si di.

Di ka iwu ahﬁ di, di nwanyl ga-ekwu okwu
ole na ole n’olulu nwanyi. Nke a mere -onye
nwe ala gwara m si m kwuo okwu. Nke a by ihe
m kwuru: ‘

“Onye nwe ala na ndi no n’okpuru ya, obi
toro m uto nke ukwu n’ihu si ndi ala a nile ekwerela
ka m luo ada onye nwe ala obodo a. Olylu a
n’ikwu ezi okwu, ekwesighi ekwesi ma oli n’ihi

na o dighi mma ka nwa onye nwe ala obodo ukwu

di ka nke a bia lyo onye di ka m. O dighi onye

0 bula maara obodo nga m si bia, ma ¢ dighi-

kwa onye maara onye myru m, ma m by onye a

maara aha ya n’obodo nga a mury m ma m bu

ohu. O dighi mma ka mady were onu ya kaa

ihe ¢ by, ma ¢ bugh1 nke a, m gara ijgwa unu si
22

T : T F




abughi m ohu n’ala m. Onye mury nne m bu
Oba, eze Benin, onye nwe ala buru ibu ka ala a,
na onye mba nile no n’akyku obodo ya na-atu
egwu. Nna m bu eze; ¢ buru na ¢ bughi eze,
0 gaghi enwe ike luo ada Qba, eze Benin.

“Ndi na-aty ilu tury si a na-eji umere madu
mara agbury a mury ya. Omume m site na mgbe
m biara n’ala a ga-~ezi unu ma m putara n’agbuiu
oma ma ¢ by n’agburu gjoo. Ihunanya by ihe
siri ike nke ukwu ma ¢ by ihe mere nwanyi m -
ji si ya ga-aly m, o tughi si na m bu onye ojii.
Anula m ihe unu nyere m n’iwu. Ma m ga-
agbali otu m nwere ike idote ha.”

Mgbe m kwuchara ihe ndi a dum anyi apyta
n’ulo ahu, gaa n’ulo onye nwe ala ebe anyi ga-ang
fiyo mai, riekwa nri olylu nwanyi.

Ndj ala ahu gwuru egwu di iche iche. Nke
tury m n’anya nke ukwu bu otu egwu ha gwuru
n’elu eriri,  Mgbe m by nwanta m nyru si ndi
obodo di n’akuku Ikot-Ekpene na-enwe ike gaa

ije n’elu eriri ma ahybeghi m ha n’anya m. Dj W/’

ka otu ha kara, ndj na-ete @iri a n’elu eriri agaghi’
eri ihe e siri esi ruo ubochi ang. The ha ga na-eri
by ji ahuhy, otu ha na-agaghi adj aru. Ndi
~obodo nke a asoghi nso ¢ bula, Mgbe ha kuwara
.nkwa ha ji ete uri a, madu ano arigoro n’elu eriri
- nta ahy ha kere n’elu osisi abuo. Nkwa na-agwa
ha ihe ha ga-eme. Mgbe ¢ si ha kpota isi n’ala,
‘ha akpota ma werekwa ukwy ha abyo tyhigide=-
eriri ahu.
Uri ¢zo mara mma by nke nanj ymy ntakiri
nwanyi tere. Ndi dum na-ete uri a surg otu
23
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ukpa uwe nke ola ocha na ¢la edo. Nwanta
nwanyi nke kacha ibe ya ibu kpo ihu, ndi ozo
na-eso ya n'azu. O di otu o tere uri, ha nile esoro

vya tee. QO bu nkwa na-agwa ha otu ha ga-ete. -

Ubochi ahy ka m huru mady di n’ala ahy. The
~umu ntakiri jirt jikwaa isi ha di ka enyo nke
nyere aka ime ka ha maa mma karia. Akpupo
~ukwu ha suru bu ola edo na akwa ilari ka ha jiri
mee ha. Akwa ruru oke ¢ony ahija ka onye nwe ala
tury n’ala ebe ha na-ete uri. Mgbe umu agbogho
ahu tete uri ugbo ang, ndj na-aky nkwa apalite
kuwa pkwa nke nwanyi a lury aly na di ya ga-
e_]lde aka tee di ka omenala ha si di. Madu nile
+di n’ebe ahy jikere ichi n’ihi na m bu onye biara
abia, ma uri ahy rara ahu otite.
v N’1h1 na nwanyl m maara omenala ha, ¢ tufuru
otuty oge n'izi m otu e 31 ete uri nke a. Q turu
ndi obodo a n’anya nke ukwu n’ihy na m nwere

ike ite uri a di ka otu ndi nwe ala na-ete ya.-

Mgbe m tesiri uri a tke, onye nwe ala, nke bu
0ogo m nwoke, agaa weta otu efere gla edo juru
n’ime nye m. Q buru na e ree ola edo a ere, ¢
gaaputa otutu ego. Ndi bi n’ala ahy tuoro anyi
ego. Na mgbe anyi na-etechala uri, ego ejupu-
tala otu igbe ukwu ha dotere n’ebe ahu.
Mgbe m lechara ego ahy, m chetara nne m
na nna m, na ymu m na ymynne m ndi no n’ala
vm na-acho ego. Ya di m ka m fuo ego onu fylaara
ha. M jiri nke a mara na ihe ndi madu kara bu
ezie, Ebe ¢ buyla madu no, ebe ahy maa mma
v karadi elu igwe, onye ahu ga-echetakwa ala ya.
Obodo a mara mma yzo iri karia Eko. M na-ahu
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ihe nile m coro. Ulo m bi n'ime ya -mara mma
di ka ylo onye nwe ala Bekee. M nokwa na-echeta
ala m na itkwu m na ibe m. M nwere ugbo ala
inyinya ang na-akpu. Ma ihe a dum emeghi
ka m ghara icheta, mgbe ¢ buyla, ihe banyere
ala m nke m ahybeghi anya mgbe tere anya,

bi n obodo nta ahy m na-aiu oru ubt di m mma

kara ime ulo igwe nga a m bi ugbu a. Ubochi

¢ bula m chetara ikwu m na ibe m afg emechie
m, achoghikwa m iri ihe ¢ bula.

Otu ubochi mgbe nwanyi m hury na obi ad1gh1
m mma, ya ajywa m ihe na-eme m. M gwa ya
st na m na-eche ihe banyere nne m na nna m.
The nke a were nwanyl m iwe nke ukwu, ma na
ihi na m maara si ¢ bury na ¢ kaara ya nna yao

« ga-eme ya achog uzo ighu m, m kpeere ya ire sj
v/ ya agwaala nna ya ihe ahu n’ihi na ¢ by uka ka
_vm na-arg. Nwanyi a abia chetara m otu m

si bia n’obodo ha, ma juo m ihe ghasara ndi m

hury mgbe m biara. Q si na ¢ hughi ihe mere m

ga-¢ji na-eche ihe gbasara ala m, n’thi na onye
nwe ala huru m n’anya.” Q bughi nani nke a, o
nyekwara m ada ya o hury n’anya ka m Iue.

M saa ya si ithe ahu dum bu ezi okwu ma kpeere-

ya ire si ya ghara igwa onye nwe ala ihe gbasara

-echiche m na-eche. Nwanyi a bu ezi nwanyi.

Q gwaghi nna ya ihe ¢ bula. The o mere bu ime
ka obi na-atg m uto mgbe dum otu m na-agaghi
enwe efe n’iche ihe ghasara ala m. Site n’ubechi
ahy akarakwaghi m ya ihe banyere ala nga amyry m.
25 | .
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AEQ yesie ya di, o gwa m na ¢ by madu ojoo nke ukwu.

IsI 8
ORU UMU ODUMODU NA FINDA

N’oge ha jidere m, gkpara onye nwe ala ahu
anoghi n’ulg, nwanne ya nwanyi kaara m si na
¢ no n’otu obodo di America nso na-amuy akwykwo .-
O zikwara m onyinyo ya nga o ji mma agha ya

n’aka. Onye hury ya ga-amata n’otu mgbe ahy
na ¢ by onye nkuko.: Mgbe m juru otu umere -

Nna ya na ymynne ya durn na-atu ya u}o Mgbe
0 gbara afo iri na abuo, o bu onye isi ‘agha ma
n’oge ahy ka ¢ lugburu otutu ‘mba ndi nna ya
na-achi ugbu a. Mgbe o kachara ihe a dum
gbasara nwata nwoke a, egwu atuo m, m chee
si na ¢ gaghi adi ya mma n’obi n 1hu na onye
ojii di ka m na-alu nwanne ya nwanyi bu ada
onye nwe ala, Nwunye m gwakwara m si na ¢
bu mady nwere isi ike nke ukwu na ihe nile m
nury banyere ya by ezi okwu. Ma o kwere m
nkwa si na mgbe nwanne ya lotara bia nyewe . m
nsogbu na ya ga-ezi m ihe m ga-eme.

Chukwu goziri mu na nwanyi ahuy nyekwa
anyi otuty umu. Qkpara m na ylu m yiri m nke
ukwu ma nwerekwa isi akwykwo. Umum ndi
0zo dicha ycha ka nne ha. Umy m dum gara ylo
akwukwo ebe a na-ezi ymy ndj nwe ala ithe. Ha
mury otutu ihe n’ebe ahy, ma nke ha musiri ike
by ihe banyere oru ubi. Nke a mere m jiri chee
echiche banyere oru ubi. N’ala anyi nke bu
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Nigeria, ymu ntakirj na-aga ulo akwukwo na ndi
na-etoputa ugbu a na-eche si na oru ubi by oru
ihere. Ha di nzuzu. Onye nwere echiche ga-
amata na oru ubi by isi ory n'uwa. Site n’ubi
anyi si na~enweta ihe oriri; na uwe anyi na-asu. Q
bughi osisi anyi agaghi enwe ike ruo ulo ¢ bula.
O ga-adi m mma ma ¢ byry na ndi na-ezi umy
ntakiri ihe na-agwasi ha ike mgbe nile, si ha
eledala oru ubi anya. Ha kookwara ha akuko
banyere ufodu diji na otutu ndi ozo sitere n’oru
ubi meere ndi di n’elu ywa ihe oma.

Mgbe okpara m putara n'ulp akwykwo siter

n’ihe ha ziri ya n’ebe ahy, ya abury onye oru

ubi 4 maara aha ya. Ututy dg{m 0 na-eji motor
~ya aga n’ebe ndj obodo ahu liri ihe na-ele otu ha -

ji ary ory ubi. O ziri ha yzo ohury e si eli ihe.

O by ya ziri ha pa ala na-acho nri di ka mady. -«

O mere ka ha mata si na agbugbo ji na agbugbo

i S e e, - s . -
‘404~ dbirika’ na ihe mkpofu ¢zo di iche iche na-eme

‘ala ka ‘o puzie ihe. N’afg ahy site n’ihe o ziri ha,

ha enweta nri karia otu ha na-enwe na mby. Onye
nwe ala(kweréynke a nye nwa m ahy otyty ego.
~Uly m nigry ihe banyere ozi Chineke. Mgbe ¢

" lotara n’ulo akwukwo ma nu na ndi obodo ahu

na-eri anu madu, ya echee, kpeere Chineke ka O

nyere ya aka ime ka ha hapy igburi madu.

Mgbe na mgbe ¢ bula ¢ hury onye nwe ala n’onwe
ya n’ulo ekpere ka ¢ na-apalite igwa ndi na-ege

‘ya nti si na ¢ dighi mma ighu madu ma nke
jokariri njo by iri any madu. Mgige onye nwe ala

nuyry ihe nke a gtutu oge, 0o chegharia ma choputa
n’onwe ya si na igburi mady bu njo n’ihu Chineke
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ma n’ihu mady. Ya onwe ya bu onye nwe ala
enye iwu si onye ¢ bula ghuru mady n’ala ahy,
ndi uio ikpe ga-ama ya ikpe onwy gbuokwa ya,
Nke a mere ka mady nile n’obodo ahy ghara ighu
madu na iri any maduy.

* '\ i . H

Nwa m ¢zo muru ihe banyere iwu mba dum .7
A .e [

no n’elu uwa. O na-ejikwa aka eme oka.. Mgbe

0 na-aputabeghi n’ulp akwukwo, ndj ala ahu nwere

iwu joro njo nke ukwu. Onye zuru ohi ma o

bu onye rara nra, ndi ala ahu naara egbu ya egbu,
ma uzgQ ha si na-egbu ya joro njo nke ukwu. Nke
a bu yzo ha si na-egbu ndi chi. Mgbe ha fun-
wuchara oky n’étiti ahia, mady nile eguzo ya

- gburugburu jidechaa osisi akalaka n’aka. Ha

ekee ndi ohi ahu eriri tuba ha n’ime oky ahu,
ma were osisi ahy ha ji chebiri ha otu ha na-
agaghi enwe ike gbalaga. Ha gbara gaa n’aka nri
ma o bu n’aka ekpe ha ewere osisi ahu kwaba ha

n’ime oky. Otua ka ha ga na-eme ruo mgbe ndj _

ahy nwury, _ : ,

Site na ndymodu nke nwa ntakiri m a ndi
maara iwu.n’obodo Finda meziri iwu ala ha ka 0
di mma ké nke obodo ndi ¢zo meghere anya.
Ndi nke a by isi iwu ndi ahy ¢ tuputara ha jiri
mezie iwu obodo Finda: )

(i) “Onye zuru ohi, agaghi egbukwa ya egbu,
kama a ga-achapy ya otu nti ime ka onye
¢ byla huru ya mara na o by onye ohi.
Mgbe a chachara ya nti a gwa ya si ¢ buru
na o dikwa na-ezu ohi, the a ga-eme by
ighupu ya otu anya. O bury na nke a
emeghi ya hapu izu ohi, ihe a ga-eme by
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iwépu ya gaa n’obodo 0zo di anya ebe ¢
ga-ano ruo mgbe o nwuru. Onye nwe
ala nanj agaghi enwe ike kpee onye ¢ buyla
ikpe.. O ga na-enwe ndi ulo ikpe ga-
enyere ya aka na-ekpe ikpe. Ndi ulo ikpe
ahu ga na-abu ndi maara akwykwo na
ndi nwere uche, marakwa iwu ala nke
oma. .Onye dara iwu ga-enwe ike kpota
onye maara iwu nke oma n’ myere ya aka
imezi yka ya.

Onye rara nra, the a ga-eme ya by itu ya
mkporo otu aft_), ma a ga-ekpekwa ikpe.
ya di ka ikpe onye zuru ohi.

Onye chorg uzo imegide onye nwe ala,
n’uzo ighu ya egbu, ma ¢ by ime ya ihe-
0joo ozo di iche iche, a ga-atu ya mkporg
ebighi ebi otu ¢ na-agaghi ahu uzo mee ihe

o chere. ,

“Onye gburu mady, a ga-eji ya gwm
onye o gburu. Tupu e gbuo ya, a ga-ebu
iz Lpee ya ikpe n’ulo ikpe. Onye maara,
twil ga na-enyere ndi ulg 1Lpe na onye €
boro 1bo aka n’imezi 1kpe. '

Mana, di ka m kwuru na mby, nwa m ahu

na-ejikwa aka ya eme nka. f.()\ bughi nani iwu ala _
Finda ka o meziri, ma o gosikwara ha uzo di
mma e si aty ygbo amara.’ Di ka maduy nile maara, canses

anyi bu ndj Ahaba by otu n’ime obodo ndi na-

atukapari ibe ha n’ugbo n’obodo nile di na®la
Nigeria. Nke a mere any1 na-enwe ike nyﬁda
osimiri Niger ruo ehere ke Nembe, Akasa na
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Burutu, nyagoruokwa Loko_la na Ibi, na-eji ha
vebu otuty ihe.
Ugbe ndi obodo Finda nwere di ngo ntakiri dj

~ka ugho a na-eji egbu azu v’ 'umu @ba miri 'nta. SRLIT

Miri na-ab}xjukwa ha n’ime, na-eme 1 ng
n’ime ha na-akwgpu miri oge nile. Nani ndi
biara abia bu ndi na-aru oru ugbo n’elu osimiri
ukwu. _ A _

Nwa m ahu gosiri ndi Finda otu e si aty ygbo
di mma nke nwere ike ibu potiri mmany ato.
Mgbe e gbudara osisi e ji atu ugbo, a bia gbubl-

‘puta ogwe ya otu akalaka ugho a choro ity ha; ;.5

+ mgbe ahuy nd; oka ewere mma na anyuike na-aty .
&7 ya tutuya abja nweta udi,ma ¢ bu ongdy nke =
«\%‘*ﬁ o5 —ugbo. Ha eburu ya gaa na miri were agalaba

-osisi bulie ya elu bia kpgo ime ya na azy ya oky.? :,.
Mgbe a kpochara ya oky, ndi oka ewere mma di

../ ko kwazie ime ya na ahu ya nile nke gma bla

tmye ihe onodu na ihe ¢zo di iche iche a na-acho _

o pime ugbo ahy. The a na-ekwe akpo ygbo oku

~ by ka ¢ di fere fere ma ghara idi ary otu ¢ ga-
enwe ike sée elu n’elu miri.
Ndi obodo ¢zo-ngo n’akuku obodo ahu nury

ihe gbasara ozi gma otu onye ojii na ymuy ya

mere n’obodo Finda. Nke a mere ha jiri na-afust\ P 4

onye nwe ala obodo Flnda ufy ‘anyama bxdo chowa

laa n’ala ha. Mgbe nd; obodo a na-aty ;lgs; ha
ogu ka onye nwe ala obodo Finda nwyry.
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Mgbe onye nwe ala a nwuru li:ii oha ezie oz
ga. kpota okpara ya no n’ebe 0 ng na-amu akwukwo.,
Oke on1 di n’ubochi o latara n’obodo ahu. Mgbe
¢ baran’imeylo nga ozu nna ya a mlkporo amikpo &
doro ka ndi ala ahu ghara otu(onu egbe,jdl katovnst Z
omenala ha si di, igwa ndi ala na ndi obodo ¢z °
di n’akuku obodo ha na onye nwe ala anwuola, .

Ndi obodo a, di ka otu omume ha si di, anaghi
eli madu rngbe ahu o nwudara. Ha na-ami ya
n’oky ruo mgbe ¢ kporo nku otu ¢ gaghi esi isi. -
The mere ha na-ami madu bu na ha anaghi eli
ozu mgbe 0 nwuru otu m kara na mby. Ha
choro inwe éfe igwa otutu mba 0zo si na onye
ahy anwuola, Mgbe nd; obodo ahy di iche iche
bjachara ka ha tinyere ozu onye nwe ala ahy
n’ime igbe ozu ¢ jiri nani ¢gla edo mee. Ndi oha
obodo ahy biara guzochaa ighe ahy gbhurugburu
mgbe okpara ya na ada ya na-egbu ewu na okuke
na ehi na otuty anymanu ozo di iche iche. Mgbe
ha mechara nke a ha buru ozu mady ahy gaa n’ebe
e gwuru ala. Mgbe m lere anya n'ime ala ahy,
egwu turu m. Agaghi m enwe ike kaa otu ime’
ala ahy di.

Q bu nani ozu ndj eze ka a na-amj ami. Anaghi
ami nke ndi ¢zo-A na-edewe ozu.ahu ebe ha .
ga-adi ka ha dj _ndu, kpogaba ha n ‘oche tee ha
emgbo ude fburu n’ihu, fesa ha miri. O di kav
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«ahyry na-esu {ha. Onye lezie ha anya ¢ di ka

+ha di ndy, ¢ zee ume, bewe akwa, E mesia ymu
ihe a, si n’ututu ruo n’uhuruchi, e lie gzu. -

. Akwa ulaii a tury n’ala ahy dara oke ony ma
maakwa mma nke ukwu. Enyo abye di n’isi

“ igbe ahy. Otu by enyo okpara madu ahu ji ele’

. ihu. Ma i lee anya n'ukwu igbe ozu ahu, -

j # ga-ahu onye nwe ala n’elu inyinya ya nga o ji

" 'mma agha ya n’aka. Nke a bu onyinyo o sere
mgbe ¢ lygburu ndi cbodo Vunh, N’aka nri ya,
i ga-ahu onyinyo anyi sere mgbe m lury ada ya,
N’aka ekpe ya i ga-ahu nke o sere mgbe o gburu
agu. Igbu agu bu oke ihe n’obodo ahu ma n’otutu
obodo 0zo kwa. Mgbe ochie ichu nta bu ngo
jhe ukwu. Onye o bula gburuagu n a-enwe
nsopuru nke ukwu. Onye ¢ bula gburu agu
na-enwe nsopury nke ukwu n’ihi na o bu dimkpa.
Onye nwe ala a by dimkpa siri ike, na mgbe ¢
di ndy o gburu agy asaa. -

Mgbe e tinyechara igbe ahu n’ala, ndi obodo
ahu apalite kwuwe okwu n’otu n’otu. Nke a bu
ihe onye nwe ala obodo Mimba kwuru:

“Ugbu a ka m kwere si na gnwu siri ike, otu o
gburu mady nke a di n’ime ighe ugbu a.” Q bu
obi dimkpa ka m jiri nwere ike ikwu okwu.
Mgbe ‘m chetara si ¢ by enyi m site n’oge nna
anyi di ndu ruo ugbu a onwu kewara anyi. Ikwu
otutu okwu ghasara onye nwe ala a bu ime ka
ndi obodo ya bewe akwa nke ukwu. Ya mere m
ga-ekwu okwu ole na ole.

“Mgbe -nne ya mudatara ya otu eze di ya
n’ony ma nke 4 by ihe tury madu n’anya nke
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ukwu n’ihi na ymu ntakirj anagh1 epu eze n’lme

’ nloa miles
E'.fv. Nna ya I’Wﬂ‘e ulu, a du € madu iebe uu1

na-agba aja. Q by ha kooro ndj ahu sj na nwa
ntakiri a ga—abu mady ukwu n’ywa. Otu eze
ahy o nwere ziri si na Chineke kpusiri ya ike- '
kara madu nile. O bu ya ga na-alugbu mba
ukwu nile di n’akuku obodo unu. O naghi arg « ¢t
nryro, ihu _anaghi ato ya ochi. Mgbe\o getfe har
nti, uzo o si nweta ako na uche tury ndi amamihe
n’anya. Mgbe o gbara afo iri na ang ka o gburu
agu mbu ma akyko agu ahy kwesiri bkuko. <

“N’obodo’a n’ oge ahy, otu agu no na-esogbu
mady. O na-egbu ewu na ¢okyko na otytu anu
0zo di n’obodo a. Otu ubochl nwa eze no n’ulo
na-eri nri mgbe ¢ nuru mkpu n’ezi. Mgbe 0
gbapury ¢ hy nga agu ahu ji otu nwa ntakiri
n’ala. Mady dum di na nga ahu agbachaala 0sQ
hapy agu na onye ¢ na-egbu. O baa n’ime ulo ;.
were mma ma gakwule agu ahu. Mgbe agu a o
hury ya, o hapu nwa ntakiri a o dogburu chury -
ya gawa. Mgbe agu a ruru ya nso, ya egbuo ya
otu onu mma mabie ya abyg. Mgbe ndi obodo-
hury si- o gbuola agy ahy ha nile gbara bia buru
ya n’isi ma kpoo ya Magmaga .ya bu onye
nzoputa. e -

“Madu nile di n’ebe ahuy amahte ika si na ihe
nwa dibia ahy kara banyere nwa ntakm a bu
ezie. N'ime afo a ka nna y2 nwury, ma, site ihe
nke a o mere, ndi obodo a si ka ¢ buru onye nwe
ala mgbe o gbara nani afo iri na ang.

“Qru Inbl_l o ruru by ikuzirindi ala ya otu e si
ebu agha, O nyere iwu si nwanta nwoke ¢ bula
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gbara afg iri na an¢ ga na-aba n’ulo ozuzy nga a
ga-ezi ya otu ¢ si na-cbu agha. Mgbe ¢ zupy-
~ tachara ndi agha ahy, o palite jlu mba nile di
n’akuku unu. Agha asaa ka o buru ma merichaa-
kwa ndi iro ya. Nke a mere mba dum di n’akuky
obodo Finda jiri dichaa n’okpuru ya ugbu a. The
oma onye nwe ala meere unu ndi obodo a hiri

nne, ma m kawa ha nga a anyi agaghi ala ala. Ka-

anyi nile rip Chukwu otu Q ga-edote mkpury
,.obi ya ndy” -

“~ Mgbe o kwuchara bia nodu ody, ndi obodo
ahy ario m ka onye biara abia na onye na-edere
onye nwe ala akwukwo, na ¢ ga-adi ha mma ka m
kwuo okwu banyere onye nwe ala ‘anyi na-eme
olili ya. M zolite kele ha n'ugwu ha kwairi m
n’ihoro m ka otu onye n’ime ndi ga-ekwu okwu
n'olili onye nwe ala ukwu nke a n¢ n’ime ili
ugbu a.

“Enweghi m otuty okwu n’ihi na onye ala
obodo Mimba, onye bu ezi enyi nna anyi, ekwu-
chaala ihe nile banyere ya, na ikwu otuty okwu
ga-aby ikwughachi ihe o kwuru.

1

“Ndj ala a nile no n’ebe a ugbu a maara otu m

jiri bia n'obodo a. Ndi biara abia ga-ahu na ¢
by nani m by onye ojii n’ime mady nile ng n’ebe
a. Akuko banyere yzo m jiri gaa ije rute na mbara
ocha ahu ebe ndi obodo Finda hury m jide m, bu
akyko m koorola onye nwe ala, onye bu nna m
ukwu hyru m n’anya.

“Q turu onye nwe ala n’anya nke ukwu mgbe ¢
hury m n’ihi na o hybeghi onye ojii mbu. Nke
a mere o jiri hu m n’anya nke ukwu ma mee ka
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uée m ruo ebe dum n’obodo a. Ihe oma mbu

o mere m by ikuziri m okwu obodo a site n’iho-
puta otu madu ka ¢ kuziere m akwukwg. N’ihi
na m mutara akwukwo a nke gma, onye nwe ala,
0 tughi si na m bu onye ojii, mere ka m bury
onye na-edere ya akwukwo nke bu oru ukwu

. n’obodo a, di ka ¢ di n’obodo nilé di n'ywa. Nke

kacha n’ihe dum o meere m by na o nyere m
ada ya ka m Iyo, na-asoghi na m by onye ojii,

ma ¢ by seo ihe ony mady ga-ekwu. OQtuty ihe -

0z0 onye nwe ala meere m di, ma m gaghi enwe
tke igwacha unu ha.”

Mgbe m kwucha}a, okpara ya si n'ebe o no
na-amy akwukwo lota, élite oto kwuo ihe ndi a.

“M keleela ndj nwe ala obodo ozo di iche iche
nd] hapyry otuty ozi obodo ha ma bia n’olili nna
m. Nke a ziri oke jhynanya nke unu huru npa
m site na mgbe o di ndu ruo ugbu a ¢ no n’ili;
M keleelakwa ndi obodo a ndi gbakotara n’ebe
a ugbu a n’inye nna m ugwu ikpeazu. Nke a
kwa ziri m na unu nile hury ya n’anya, ma ory

dum o ryru mgbe ¢ di ndy (bara unu n’anya.:
Enweghi m otyty okwu n’ihi pa madu abug °

kwuru okwu o’ebe a ekwuchaala ihe nile kwesiri
okwukwu. The nke m rioro ndj ala a bu inyere
m aka di ka otu unu nyeere nna m na mgbe udo
ma na mgbe ogy, n’ihi na, ‘the okuko jiri buo ibu

bl.]' ??%bgba.s » AR SRS S ‘.-\‘-’:,-.\,_“v‘-u\,
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Mgbe o kwuchara okwu madu nile no n’ebe

35

Q




ahu ewere otu olu bug abu nke na-adi onye nwe
ala uto mgbe ¢ di ndy. Ndi nwe ala obodo ¢zo
no n’ebe ahuy apalite tybawa ego ha ji na ihe gz9
» di iche iche n’ime ili. Mady nile aguwa aby,
v ﬁwe uri; ndi ogu agbawakwa egbe ha ji. '

ALY L\TQ
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OTU ODUMODU SI HAPU
OBODO FINDA

The di ka otu onwa mgbe e lichara onye nwe

ala, ndi ala ahoputa madu iri na abuo igukota ihe -

dum onye nwe ala nwere. N’ihi na m maara ihe
banyere ogugu ihe, ha hoputara m ibu otu onye
n’ime ha. Mgbe anyi di na-ele ihe dum, anyi
ahy otu akwykwo nke onye nwe ala dere si mgbe
I}a\mgbe ya nwury, m ga-aby onye ga-angchi
onody yd4. Di ka otu omume ndi ala ahu st d%
onye nwe ala nwere ike ihopyta onye ga-anochi
ya mgbe o nwury. Mgbe ufodu onye ahu ga-aby
nwa ya, ma mgbe 929 © ga-abukwa onye 0z0.
Qkpara onye nwe ala were iwe nke ukwu n’ithy

% ,na nna ya;kpg’i'g ya ygwu. Nke a mere okoroobia

a jiri choo igbum. ~
Mgbe ndi ¢ha ala ahu nyru ihe gbasara
akwykwo onye nwe ala dere mgbe o .di. ndu, ha
kury mgbirimgba kpokota ndi ala oha jmata obi
ha ‘banyere akwukwo nke a onye nwe ala dere.
36 '
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Mgbe mady zukotachara onye na-eche ego ala
apalite kwuwe si,
“Di ka otu omenala anyj si di, otu madu
nile no n’ebe a maara, onye ¢ byla onye nwe ala

hoputara mgbe ¢ di ndu si na ¢ ga-anogchi anya

ya, ga-aby onye nwe ala; ma ¢ by nwa ya, ma o
bu onye ¢ l}ula 0zo. O by onye nwe ala dere
akwukwo m jin aka ugbu a. N’ime ya ¢ dere
otu ¢ chorg ka‘ala df mgbe ya nwyry. Nke a bu
ihe d; n’ime akwukwg ahu:

“Mu onwe m bu Magmaga, onye nwe ala
obodo Finda, chore si mgbe m nwuyry, Odumodu
onye obodo Ahaba nochie anya m ibukwa
onye nwe ala, ma okpara m ga-ano n ‘okpuru ya.
M maara -na ihe nke a ga-ebute oke: osuaghara

na ekweghi ekwe n’ime obodo a mgbe m nwur,

ma ¢ ga-adi nop mma ¢ byru na ndi ala ga-
enyere nwoke a aka n 1ch1kotazl ala nke oma.
Q bughi mady dum ga-enwe ike ing onodu onye
nwe ala n’ichikota mady nile di ha n’okpuru
swy n’e#i u#o.- Mady dum amarala ihe banyere
ozi gma Odumodu gara n’ala a site na mgbe ¢

i‘”’ X\\C)\.‘)\U '

v

biara ohury ruo ugbu a. Nwoke a na ymu’

ya emegheela anya ndj obodo a n’uz¢ di 1_che
iche. Ihe a dum mere m jiri chee si na mady
a ga-angchi anya m ijbukwa onye nwe ala
mgbe m nwyry. Q ga-adi m mma n’ala mmye
ma m hy si unu mere Odumodu onye nwe ala

“Abu m,
Magmaga,
Onye Nwe Ala Finda.”
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Mgbe ¢ noduru ala, otutu madu elite bia
kwuwe otu echiche obi ha di banyere akwukwg
nke a onye nwe ala derlp.w\%ﬁ;{p a wetara nkewa
--n’obodo ahu; otu uzo nonyeere okpara onye nwe
. ala ahy, otu uzo anonyere m. Ndi duiri okpara

onye nwe ala ukwu by nani ymu okoroobia, ma
v’nq\i ok;nye na ndi oha dyiri m ukvwu. N’ihi nke

a ckweghi m mgbe ha na-acho ikpuwe m okpu
veze. M gwarahasinao dighi mma indra okpara
onye nwe ala ahy ihe Chineke nyere ya. Ndi isiala
ahu egeghi nti. Ihe ha mere by ihoputa ubochi
ha ga-ekpuwe m okpu eze.

Okoroobianuru atumatundi oha ala na-aty, ha gaa
gwa ya okpara onye nwe ala. Nkeamere okparaonye
nwe ala jiri detara m akwukwo iju m ma ¢ bu n’ezi
na m kwérela ibu onye nwe ala obodo Finda. 0]
gwara m n’ime akwukwo ahu na ihe nke ahu
agaghi emelite, kama mu na ya ga na-alu ogy ruo

mgbe madu nile na-aduiri ya ukwu nwuchara. -

Amaghi m otu m ga-¢ji saa ya akwukwo nke a
n’ihi na obi di m abuo abug. Mgbe chi boro m
dee akwykwg gwa ya si obi m achoghi m bury
eze n’obodo ¢ bula, na achoghi m ibu onye nwe
ala obodo Finda n’ihi na ¢ biaghi Magmaga muru

m. Mana ebe akwukwo nile dicha n’phia oka

nho ahoro okdzi, ma sitekwa otu iwu ala ha si
di na nhoputa nna ya hoputara m na ekwela m
ibi n’ala Finda di ka onye nwe ala.

Mgbe akwukwo m ruru ya aka iwe ewee ya nke
ukwu. Ya akpokota umu okoroobia ahu duiri ya
ukwu si ha gbuo m, gbuokwa ndi oha ahy turuy si
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na m ga-ebichi ala di ka otu nna ya kwuru. Mgbe
0 na-aty ihea, otu onye abia gwa m na m mara.v
onwe-m. Ubochi ha ga-apalite gy a ka mu na
nwunye m gbalaa na n’obodo Mimba.- Nke a ka
anyi mere. Ebe ahu ka m no nu na gkpara onye
nwe ala a egbuchaala oha na eze bi n’ala ahu.
N’ihi na ¢so ndu anaghi agwy ike, ymy m dum_
gbara ¢so biakwute anyi n’ebe anyi ng. M nukwara
si na mgbe o gbuchara ndi gha dum, o gwuputara °
ozu nna ya n’ime ili makpoo ya oku n’ihi na o
meghi 1he ziri ezi n’iwere ala ya nye m, bu onye
biara abia. P

P

ISI 11

NNARA A NAARA ANYI
NA MIMBA -.

Obi toro onye nwe ala obodo Mimba ute nke
ukwu mgbe ¢ huru mu na nwunye m na ymu m
n’ihi pa ¢ nyla ihe banyere m, hukwa m n’oge
ahu ndi nwe ala nile biara n’olili Magmaga, onye
nwe ala Finda. Nke a bury ya ‘the a choga achoga
jiri aka mee onwe ya'. The mbu o mere by inye
zg;y_:-ku}g elu ato) di n’akyku ebe anyanwy na-esi

sawa mobodo ahy. The nile mady na-acho di
. n'ime ulg ahy. Mgbe anyi noro ubochj iri na asato
~n’obodo ahu onye nwe ala na nwunye ya abia
- ile ma ahu anyi o di mma na iju anyi ma obodo”

;))
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.
ha o dikwa anyj mma. Mgbe anyi di na=ako akuko
ka onye nwe ala gwara'anyi i na obi di ya
uto nke ukwu n'inweta ‘anyi n’obodo ya ma o
kelekwara Chukwu inke ukwu n’ihe orna nke a O
meere ha. Q si{ma na.ya nury ihe banyere oru
oma my na ymy m ryry n'obode Finda mgbe
“anyi ng n’ebe ahy, fia’e ga-adi ya mma ma ¢ byru
na m ga-ewere ezi obi di ka nke m ji n’obodo ahu
ruoro ya ory, Mgbe o kwuchara m saa ya n’okwu
ole na ole. M si ya na obi dikwa m ute nke ukwu
.Y 1 7
ibi n’obodo"ya, na m kelere ya nke ukwu na

nlekota anya o lekotara anyi site na mgbe anyi
_-biara nga ya ruo ugbu a. M gwara ya elu elff ihe”;;

banyere yzo m si bia n’obodo Finda baa n’aka
onye nwe ala ahy nwuyry anwy. M gwakwara ya

. ihe mere m jiri gbakwute’ya. M gwara ya si na
i mgbe onye nwe ala obodo Finda gara inwuy, na o
dere n’akwukwo na m ga-anochi anya ya ibu
onye nwe ala. Ndi okenye ala ahu kwere n’ihe
o dere n’akwykwo ahu, ma mee otu ike ha ha
jme m onye nwe ala di ka nna ha ukwu nwury
anwy dere. Umu okorogbia nyeere okpara onye
nwe ala ahy aka igbu m. Ya mere m jiri gbaa ¢so
bia n’obodo a ebe ha agaghi inwe ike ibia igbu
eV mUm{'u si ‘kama isi ya ga-aty anwuru oku, ka
§Vikwkwe oso kwee ya.’ ity Serke
,j@q;?%w ‘4 Obi di m yto nke ukwu otu o maara n’onwe ya

E ihe banyere nnukwu ozi oma m gara n’obodo ahu
na okwukwy oma onye nwe ala ahu kwury m.
O weere m ka nwa ya, ma n’izi ya na ihe m kwuru
bu ezi okwu, m gwa ya si na nwanyi ahy ‘my na
ya sojbu ada onye nwe ala Finda ahy. N’ihi

| 40

. [ O

LR i R IJE




T

ihunanya ¢ hyry m ka o jiri soro m bia n’obodo a.
O by ya mury ymy ato ndi a anyi na ha soro bia.

LT T O

O bu hd BGLG UL.I. ux}.c a ua—auu lhb bﬂll]\;l\.‘ hn
n’obodo Fmda Nke mby mere ka ndi obodo = .
ahy hapu omume joo ha nke bu igbu mady. k\)\ '\
Nke abuo ziri ndi ala ahu uzo a ga-esifeliihe ya i~
etoo nke oma. Umy ntakiri na-etoputa n'elu -
uwa ugbu, 2 amaghi si na oru ubi bu isi ory
n’ uwa c1)\}d iheré iry ory ubi na-eme buy ndi
rizuz1, nye ¢'bula nwere uché ga-asi na ory
ubi by ezi oru. Mgbe Chineke kere mady na
mby, oru O nyere ya by iru ory ubi.’ Nke ato
meziri iwu ala ahu ma depyta ya n’akwukwo
otu umu ntakiri gd nd-amQ ya n'ulo akwukwo 4 4;\

r
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ISI 12

OWUWU ULQ AKWUKWO
NKE MBU NA MIMBA

N’ihi na o dight ulo akwukwo di n’ebe ahy m
gwara ya uru madu na-enwéta n’ule akwukwo.
Ulo akwukwo by ihe obodo ¢ buyla choro imeghe
anya ga-enwe. Obodo nke na-ad:ghi ulo akwukwo
o nwere, ebe a ga na-ezi umuy ntak1r1 ihe di

n’akwukwo, agaghi ama ihe ¢ byla. Ulo akwukwo _
bu ebe amamihe.
( bughi nani igy ma o by ide akwukwo ka any1
na-amuta n'ulo akwykwo. Otuty ihe di nke anyi
ga-amuta n’ ywa. O di mma ka anyi muta ihe
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gbasara ywa nke anyi bi n’ime ya. O kwesiri ka
anyi muyta ihe gbasara madu na anymany na

11uuuu na Ublb]. U.l. 11 U.Wd.. U LI.H&Wd. Iia l&d dllyl

muta ihe gbasara ihe di n’elu igwe na nke di

n’ala, na nke dikwa na miri. Ma nke kachasj

ihe nile, o kwesirj ka anyi muyta ihe gbasara
Chukwu Onye nke bi n’ime igwe na Onye kere
madu nile na ihe nile di n’ywa.

Ndi no n’obodo ebe m si bia maara na akwukwo

¥ bu ihe ukwu. Ha anaghi eji akwukwo egwu egWu

n’ihi na ha maara uru o bara. The bu ihe kacha
ibe ya mma bu na umu ntakiri na-amuta ige ihe
nne ha na nna ha na ndi okenya na-agwa ha nti.
Ha na-amutakwa isopuru ndi toro ha na isgpuru
onye nwe ala. Ha na-ahy ala a mury ha n’anya

nke ga-eme ka ha luoro ya ogu mgbe ndi obodo

0zo ga-abia ilusi ha ogy. Ha na-amutakwa si

.-na ¢ dighi mma ka mady na-ezu ohi. Nke ka nke,
ha na-amuyta ihe gbasara ntachi obi. Ha na-amuta

n’ylp akwukwo ime omume di ka madu. Qtutu
mady na-eme omume nke na-ekwesighi madu
ime. Nani ime ihe di mma na ihe a na-eto eto
bu ihe kwesiri mady ime. _

Mgbe m kwuchara ihe a dum, o kelee m nke
ukwu ma gwa m na ya na ndi oha ala ya, ndi
na-ényere ya aka elekota ala, ga-ezukota ma chee
ihe ha ga-eme. Q gwakwara m si na ihe mbu
ya chere ndi ala ya ga-acho ka m meere ha ga-abu
ime ka ymu ha muta akwukwo, igy agu na ide ede.
Mgbe ubochi abuo gafere onye ozi onye nwe ala
abja gwa m na onye nwe ala na-akpo m. Mgbe
m ruru n’ebe ¢ no, m huy ihe di ka madu iri na
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abue bu ndi ulp ikpe obodo ahu. Ha jury m
otutu ajyju banyere ihe m ga-acho ime n’obodo
ha. Mgbe m gwachara ha the m ga-eme ka ndi
ala ha mata ihe dj ka ndi obodo ozo di n’akuku
ala ha di, ha nile etie mkpu n’oke olu si, “Onye
gaazuputa anyi abiala, onye gaazupyta anyi
abjala.” Ubochi ahy ka mu na nwunye m na
umy m ato soro onye nwe ala na ndi ule ikpe
ya gaa obodo ahu gburugburu, 1hoputa ebe di
mma anyi ga-ewu ulo akwuykwo, -

Ory ulo ahy eweghi otutu oge n’ihi na ¢ bu
ndi ala ahy dum ruru ya. Mgbe ha wuchara ulo a
mu na ndi ulo m apalite chewe. otu anyi ga-eji
ruo oru ukwu nke a diri anyi. Anyi tury na umu
m ato ga na-ezi umu ntakiri nwoke ihe n’ule
akwukwo ahy, nwunye m ga na-ezi ndi umuy
ntakiri nwanyi, ma m ga-abu onye ga na-elekota
ory ahy nile anya.

Onwu nwunye m mebiri atumaty anyi dum.
Ubochi e meghere ulo akwukwo ahu ka nwunye
m nwyry. Nwanyi a anaghl oria tee anya. Q

-bukahu oku\ nani gburu ya ma nke a mere ndi ala

ahu na-amaghl Chmeke nke oma ji chee si na ¢ bu

’3 vmgbaa31 gburi ya. Ekwetagh1 m nke a mgbe

g -

onye nwe ala gwara m si na ha agaala n’ihu otu
dibia ma choputa na ¢ by mgbaasi gburu nwunye
m, na mgbaasi ahu si n’obodo Finda ebe a myry
ya bia. O bu ¢kpara onye nwe ala Finda onye
chypuru m n’ebe ahy ka ha chere na o jiri nsi gbuo
nwunye m. Ndi obodo ahu na-akpa agwa di
ka obodo ¢ bula ozo nke na-émépegbiéghi-anya. Ha
na-eche na ¢ bu ndi mgbaasi gburu onye ¢bula
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nwyry anwu. Mgbe ochie echiche nke a mere ka e

gbuo otutu madu n’efu mgbe na-adighi ihe ha

mere. Nkweta nke a mere Arochuku jiri nwere
aha n’ihi na ¢ bu n’ebe ahu ka otu agbara na-ake
ndi mgbaasi di. Mgbe ndi Bekee lysiri Aro ogu
ma baa n’ulo agbara ahy ka ndi elu ywa matara
na ¢ bu aghugho ka ndi Aro na-agho. :
" The gburu nwunye m bu akom n’ihi naanwmnta
tara ya'mgbe anyi dina ni’otu mbara ocha n’oge
ahy anyi na-agba ¢so aga Mimba. Q bu nke a
kpatara onwu a. O buyry na onye dibia maara

ogwu nke oma no n’ebe ahu nwunye m agaraghi

anwi.
Ha liziri ya nke oma ma meekwara ya ihe

o bula kwesiri imere ada onye nwe ala. Ha meziri

ala ili ya di ka nke onye nwe ala obodo Finda.
Nke a mere m jiri kelee ndi ala ahy na onye nwe
ala ezi ekele. Onwy nwunye m mere m jiri chewe
ihe gbasara ala m. Mgbe ¢ di ndy, ¢ na-eme ka
m chefutu ala m n’ihi na m hury ya n’anya nke

ukwu.
S ‘7""'0f9 /} ‘?// % ¥
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Mgbe e lichara nwunye m, anyi apalite oru izi
umu ntakiri' ihe. Anyi jiri ezi obi zi ha ihe ma
mgbe o ruola onwa isii site na mgbe a rury ulo

-akwyukwo a umére ymu ntakiri ahy agbanweela
nke ukwu. Nke a mere ndj obodo ahu jiri tinye
otutu umu ha n’ylo akwukwo. Ihe nke a mere
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bu ime ory izi ha ihe karia anyi aka, n’thi na otu
onye na-ezi ogu umu ntakiri ato ihe,

The ozo anyi mere by igwa onye nwe ala ahy
na anyi choro ka ha ruoro anyi otu ulo ebe anyi
ga na-ang ekpere Chukwu. Mgbe ha ruchara ulo

ahu, nwa m nke myru ihe gbasara okwu Chineke

na-aga n’ebe ahu n’ubochi uka na-ekwuru ndj
ala ahy okwu Chukwuy. The mby o ziri ha bu
iwu iri nke Chineke nyere: madu. O zisuru ha

iwu mbu nke gwara anyi si madu enwela chi oz |

tinyere Chineke. Iwu nke a na iwu nke abuo
na-agwa mady nile ka ha chiputa ighudi) ogwy
ha, na agbara ha, na otyty ogwu ¢joo ha nwere
mebie. Site na nke a otytu ha abia wuo miri
Chukwu. Site n’oru anyj obodo ahy nile amata
uzo e si na-ekpere Chukwu. Y

Obodo nile dj n’ebe ahy amaghi na igburi
madu by oke ihe ¢joo n’thu Chineke. Ha nile
na-egburi madu dj ka a na-egburi okyko. Site
n’iwu nke isii ndi alaa abia hy omume 0joo ahuy
nke bu igbu mady. Ihe nke z ziri m n’ezie na
okwu Chukwu siri ike, na udo na ithynanya di
n'uwa sitere n’okwu Chukwu nke gbasara n’'uwa
dum. Mgbe ochie mba dum na-eme njo. Ndij
na-agu akwukwo gbasara ihe na-eme na mba di
iche iche ga na-ahu si na mgbe okwu Chukwu
aputabeghi ndi madu mere otuty ihe gjoo, ma
ndi ala Bekee, ma ala ndi ojii ma ndj na-acha

'
!

uhie uhie kwa. Anyj ga-ekele ndi mere okwu

Chineke jiri gbasaa n’elu ywa dum.
Mgbe any] na-anola afo isii n’sbodo ahu, anyi

azuputala ihe. di ka ogu umuy ntakirj na iri na
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abuo ndj maara akwukwo nke oma na ndi ga-enwe
ike izi ndi ozo ihe. Ha nile gara n’obodo nta di
iche iche n’akyku obodo ahy ruo ylo ebe ha ga
_ na-ezi ymu ntakiri ihe. Mgbe anyi na-anola afg
- 1 iri n'obodo ahu, otiatu madu emegheela anya,
otutu umu ntakiri amytalakwa akwukwo.

L N’onwa isii n’afo 1886, afo nke Victoria, Eze
R nwanyi nke England nyere ndi Royal Niger
S . Company. efe na ike ichi ala di Osimiri Niger nso
fuede’ ona Sgbakwa “4biri ahia, n’ala ahy, otu ihe mere

nke butere_m jiri chewe ma chowakwa uzo m
ga-esi hapu obodo ahy laa n’ebe a muru m, ‘nke-
by Ahaba. Otu nwanta nwoke Juru nwanyl
n’ubochij ahu ya akpokota otuty madu ka ha soro
ya nyria onu di ka otu ‘ormnume ndi ala ahu si di.
Mgbe ha n¢ n’otu ulo na-afiu mai na-etekwa uri,
na-amaghi ama, ky abaa n’ime nsi eghe di n’ime
ya.. Mgbe m nuru ihe nke a mu agbaa ¢so gaa

‘Webe ahy n’ihi na m maara si na umu m ato so
n’ime ndi nwata nwoke a kporo n’oriri- olulu
nwunye ya. Mgbe m ruru nga ahu m choputa
na ymu ni nile anwuchaala. M daa n’ala n’ihi
obi mgbafu, norg n’ebe ahu na-amakwaghi ihe
m na-eme. Onwu umu m ato nwurd n’otu
ubochi mere ike elu uwa agwu m, Nani ihe nke
m na-acho ugbu a by ihapu obodo ahu laa ala m.
Onwu umu m wetara m oke obi mgbafu n’iht
ya m chosie noo ikeigbapy n’ala ahy. Mgbe umu
m di ndu, ha na ymy ntakiri ha na-ezi ihe apalitela |
ime otu ugho ha ga-eji egbu azy. M nyeere
E umu ntakiri ahu aka mechaa ygbo ahu n’ime
onwa asato n’afo ahu. O dighi uzo ¢zo m ga-esi
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ahapu ala a lyta-iji ugbo ahu apy. Ya mere m.
v/jiri chee(ikworosya aga-acho ala ¢zo. Otu na otu *

échiche a esila di egwu na nti mady, n'oge ahy,

.+ agbafiyéghi m ihe ¢ bula ga-eme m. Ma n'otu

. e L ‘ p .
_"" “% oge ahy m gara cazoli, Chukwu zitere m ndi .-

zoputara m n’imeihenzuzu a. Ndi ¢bia ufodu siri

_vi'otuagwaetiti di Arnerica nso, a na-akpo Havana, .
H 1 O 3

) 7 bigrﬁ/ru n’obodo ahu m no ire azu. Ha _Qhetafa.ﬂdl//fdé/

ewg _mi si na ¢ di mma ma m soro ha laa. The isi mbuy

ke

" mu aghaghi ime by icho uzo igbahaﬁu ndi choro .

ka m biri na Mimba. “iCat,
ot Gpp Y stheppedd
4735
1S 14

AGHUGHOQ ODUMODU JIRI
HAPYU MIMBA

N’oge m n¢ n’obodo Finda ude m ruru obodo
nile ghara ha gburugburu. Nke 2 mere onye nwe
ala Mimba jiri were m ka onye ukwu. Onodu
ulo m bu n’etiti ala oha n’akuku ylo ya bu eze.
Ndi agha hiri nne gbara ylo m ahuy gburugburn
otu ndj iro m agaghi enwe ike bata na ya n’oge
obula. Ha na-ang n’ebe ahy n’utyty, n’ukori
ma n’abali.

Uzo m ga-esi gbalaga adighi ma oli. Otu
uchichi mgbe oge gamiri ruo ihe di ka elekere iri
na abug, mgbe onye o bula na-echena madu dum
arahuchaala yra, ka m bidoro chowa uzo m ga-esi
ahapu obodo Mimba. M gwala ndi ahy si na
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Havana bia ire azu ka ha chere m n’uchichi ahuy.

Mgbe m putara n’ezi m hu nga ndi aghg ahu
 na-eche nche ng na-arahu yra. Mgbe m tukpara

4, 4o¢i"] ahu na-agafe ha otu onye agha eteta n’ura, gbuo
P otu olu opi nke mere ka ha nile tetachaa n’ura

ma-. jikere isoro m jee ebe ¢ bula m gaje. The m

mere by jgwa ha si m biara achgputa otu ha si
eche nche. M gwara ha nke a otu ha na-agaghi
amata si na ¢ by ula ka m laje. Ahuyghi m yzo
ila n’abali ahy, m were laghachi n’ulo m. = -

Ndi ahuy 31 n’obodo Hayana ahugh1 m n’uchichi

vahu di ka agba anyi yln N’ihi nke a ha abija
n’ulo mgbe chi borp imata ihe 'gbochiri m ibia

di ka anyi siri yie agba: Ezoghi'm ha ihe o byula. M

gwara ha na m hughi yzo gbaputa n’uchichi ahy.

Liibe M ji ego meére ha mrhere ma rig ha ka ha chere
m n’uchichi ubochi ahu n’ihe di ka elekere iri

na abuo. Ha kwere, were n’ihi m) hapy ila .

n’ubgchi ahu ha'. tury “na- ha ga-ahdpy obodo
Mimba, ~ = Sadd .
Uzo m ga-esi ahapy Mimba bu echiche m
n’ubgchi ahu. Na mgbe ukori ka m chetara otu
- ihe m ga-eme ga-enyere m aka jliapy obodo ahy.
¢n %, Uche m agaa: otu .otu: ohu e rere ere mgbe ochie
na Benin si ‘gbalata Ahaba, Ngwa ngwa na-
atufughi oge ¢ bulam bido mawa akwa ka nwanyi.
Mgbe m jikerechars, m were otu akwitkyo ‘¢
mere ka ihu nwa agbogho na-acha ucha mechie
ihu m otu onye ¢ bula hury m agaghi ama na o
bu Odumodu. 'Eweghi m otuty ihe ka ndi agha
ahu na-eche nche ghara iche na m by onye ohi.
* The m weere bu otu okwukwu nta nga ola edo na
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nkume di ka ‘diamond’ di. Ihe ndi a by ihe ndi
Finda na ndi Mimba nyere m ka ugwo oru m.

Na-atyghi egwu o byla m para igbe nta ahy-
-gafee ndi agha ahu na-eche nche ma ¢ dighi otu
onye n’ime ha maara na ¢ by ogaranya di ka m
gafere ha, M kwechara ha ekele, ghanwee olu
m ka nke nwanyi. Mgbe m gafechara ha dum
ka m bidoro ghawa ¢so na-eleghi anya n’azu ruo
n’onu osimiri bia baa n’ugbo.

Ndj ahu amakwaghi onye m by n’ihi na m
yiri nwa agbogho Mgbe m kpupuru akwukpo
ahu m jiri kpuchie ihu ka ha nile dara n’ala chia.
M gwa ha atyfula oge ¢ bula n’ihi na ¢ byry na
onye nwe ala ahy biakwute m n’ony miri ahy ¢
ghaghi ighu m. Ha- gere m nti ma kwopuy ugbo
ha ngwa ngwa. :

Ugbo ndi a ebughi 1bu, e jighi ° engme
akwo ya. Q by ymara akalaka ano di n'ime ya ¢~
ka bha ji na-akwo ya. N’ihi nke a ugbo ahu agaghi

fufrzq@ ehere Oge ahu bn n’okochi. Anyanwu
(ff chara anyi eénweghi? oklka) Ebili miri bukwa v~
1= mmekpa ahu ozo. Q foro ihe nta anyi efuchaa
n’oke ehere ahy ma ¢ bughi na ndj ahy maara ihe
banyere ehere ahu nke oma. Site na nke a ma
n’inye aka Chineke anyi. i akwofee n'udo ruo Havana,
Onwa abuo ka anyi noro n’chere tupu anyi
eruo Havana. Q bu ala miri gbara gburugburu.
Obodo ya adighi ka obodo ahy m hapury. Mady,
osisi, nnunu, na ihe nile di ya n’ime di iche.
Mgbe m huru osisi di ka nkwy obi m echee si na
eruola m ala m. Nke a wetara m ndy ohyry ma
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mee ka m chefuty the mere m jiri hapu Mimba.

O dighi ego m nwere nke m ga-eji laa ala m
n’ihi nke a m chee echiche banyere oru m ga-ary.
Nke a mere m jiri zup mmanu e ji ehd akpukpo
ukwu ma buru onye na-ehucha akpukpg ukwu onye
¢ bula ga-enye m otu penny. O bu n’okporo uzo
ka m na-ang. Qru nke a bu noo oru e ledara anya
nke ukwu,ma site n’ihe nna m ukwu onye ziri m ihe
gwara;ﬁ) n’Eko, eleght m oru a anya n’ihi na ¢ bu
oru m ga-esi enweta ihe oriri. Onye obula adighi
eleli oru o bula anya agaghi anwu n’aguu. Mgbe
m no n’Eko na-amu ihe, ihe mbu onye na-ezi anyi
ihe gwara anyi bu na ¢ ga-adi mma o buru na
umu ntakiri bi n'obodo Nigeria, nke ka nke
n’Eko, amata na ¢ dighi oru ¢ bula nke madu sij
na-achgta ihe ¢ na-eri joro njo.

Onwa ole na ole ka m nor¢o n’obodo Havana
na-ary oru ihucha akpukpo ukwy ndi madu
n’okporo uzgo. Ubochi ufodu m na-enweta otu
shilling ma mgbe ufodu penny isii. Nke a di m
mma kara izu ohi, Ego a zuuru m nri m nke
oma ma o nweghi ike izu ikporo uwe na akwa,
n’ihi na akwa ndj ala ahu dara oke onu. :

Onye ¢ bula Chukwu kwere ihe, nga na nga
o bula o no, o ga-enye ya ihe ahu O kwere ya.
Otu ubochi mgbe m no n’agiga miri na-ehucha
akpukpo ukwu, otu diala, nwanta nwoke
dabara na miri, Miri ahy buru ya puo n’etiti
nga ukwuy ya na-erukwaghi ala, Ujo ekweghi
onye ¢ bula daba n’ime miri ahu izoputa ndu
nwanta a n’ithi na miri ahy di omimi, ofuruma
na azu 9joo 0z¢ na-egbumaduy juputakwara n’ime
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ya. Mgbe m hyry na nwanta nwoke a ga-efumm
daba na miri ahu, mikpuo n’ime ya guputa ya.
lhe nke a m mere tury onye ¢ bula no n’ebe ahy
n’anya, meekwa ka ha gaa gwa onye nwe ala
obodo ahu yzo m jiri zopyta ndy nwa ntakiri
ahy fuje na miri. Omume nke a dere ude ruo
ebe nile n’obodo ahy, mady nile bjara n’ckporo
uzo nga m ne n’jhy m. Mgbe onye nwe ala nuru
ihe nke a ya akpota ndj oha ala ya juo ha echiche
ha n’ihe a m mere. Ha agwa ya si ¢ ga-adi mma
ka e kele m ma nye m ogu akpa ego n’ihi ihe
oma ahu m mere. . .

Mgbe ego a ruru'm aka m laa ala m na-atufughi
oge ¢ bula n’ihi na n’oge ahu otufu ygbo nke ndi
na-anwude ohu ha-esi America na Havana aga
ala m na-alaghachikwa. '

Mgbe m ruru ulo, ndi okenye no n’ebe ahu
ndi maara m agbapychaa hapury m ulo\n’ihi na ha
chere si m by mmyo. Ha nile chere si na m
nwyola n’ihi na o teela anya oge m hapuru ulo.
Otu onye obi. siri ike laghachiri nyco anya n’ime
ylo, hu m nga m no. Ha dum gbara bia mgbe
ha hyry na ¢ dighi ihe m mere onye ahu. Ha
amarala ugbu a sim by Odumodu onye ije, na o
dighi myo m bu. Ha nile agbakogide m. Ala
Ahaba metury mkpotu ubochi ahu. Ndj okenye
maara m mbu na ndi yumu ntakiri’ na-anu aha m
gbara bia jhu m. Oke onu di n’obi mady dum
nke ka nke umunne m ndi tufuchara obi ha sj
na-m nwuola, -

M jiri ufo ego m wuo uylo, were ufo dotere
umy m. Ndj ala anyi agbakota ma tikota onu
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si na ha ga-ekpuwe m okpu eze otu m ga-achikota
ha, Atymatuy nke a masiri m n’ihi na m maara si
0 bu ihe ruru m site n’aka nna m. Ubochi e
kpuwere m okpu ahy bu ubgchi madu agaghi
echefu n’ala Ahaba. Ndi Bekee na ndi eze na
otuty ogaranya no n’Onitsha na otyuty obodo ¢zo
di Ahaba nso biara n’ing n’oge ha ga-ekpuwe m

=

okpu.
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ITHE OKWU NDI A PUTARA

Vabamii  (L———_) : the arm of a stream
v ahia (—-) . : an apparatus for
weaving cloth
+ ehere (=) : a wide expanse of
water
t-hirimahi (————_) : round
w-itiri kpere  (~—— —— ) : Itisapitch dark night
wkwara —) : collect as for water
mkpu —) : an ant hill
voanrg . . () : play
wonyofionyo (—.-—_) : a state of stupor
vrotiti ——) ! an  apparatus for
- weaving. (A flat
piece of plank for
weaving)
vofuruma  (———) : ashark
vokpukpe - (——) : a bamboo bed
ogodo (———) : thirty wads of cow-
. _ ries’ _
,-onuisionye (——=—— —): a gate or an entrance
into a compound
vokpangu (~———) : an ape or a gorilla
v Qtamiri  (——.._) : the tributary of a river
vraranra  (——__) : carrying tales
J wuo — : weave
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