UNDERSTANDING iGBO POETRY
by Thechukwu Madubyike

1. PREFACE

N

..these celebrations that experts recite their poems for the people.. 1t is
also &t that time that they create music {use mouth to write songs).

-POEMS FROM ANCIENT TIMES. Our Igbeland is a land of various

customs. From year to year customs are observed. The life of every Igho
person is surrounded by observances. From childhood to adulthood, and in
old age, many cugtnms await avary lgbg paraon. Some of thega traditiong
are carried-out when

{i) achildisborn

{il} & child is hamed

{ii1) one joins a masquerade cult

(v} 4 girl enters a young wamen’s group

(¥) @ man enters various groups, such as “taking Qzo title”

{vi) eating yams

(vil) going to war

{viii) wrestling

{ix} parforming a funeral

{x} marrying

(xt) building a house

{xii) doing farm work

These custioms involve eating and drinking. People prepare for them.
igbus say that if you perform & sacrifice but do not see a vulture, you
know thet something has happened in the land of the spirits. If &
ceremony is performed in igboland without music and poetry, you know
that it is not & tradition that is being carried out. it is at the tims of

POETRY. Tnis Igbo word 1s very meaningful. 11 15 & word f1lied with
depth and power. Two things explain what | am saying and support it,
according to [inherent in?] the way Igbos use proverbs, being figures of
speech, and poetic proverbs, which are two things that make igbo language
strong. Learning them will bring out the depth of Igbo words, as well as
show their Desuty and wonder. We will also see how Igbo has explanatory
words and 15 an adequate language that brings out things that are inside
the heart and things outside it.
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Poems have been chanted and sung since olden days, when the rat and
the lizard were friends and brothers. There are various times when they
are chanted. Some of these times | have written about above. Other times

~that poems are chanted are when the heart is troubled, or when anyg kingof-

sadness ocours; ke when a person is in deep sorrow over his personal
affairs. Another time is when something of great happiness causes the
heart to be extremely joyful.

Any time someone, etther man or woman, who has a gift to use his
hand or voice to perform sormething to watch or something pleasing to the
gars, 5115 down and thinks about the world and the things in it, he will,
out gt :\hédﬁ' thoughts, realize deep things that he will put into his music
or s-sﬁgs Sometimes it is a proverb or a real event that could be a riddle,
ar any story showing how people ook at this world we are in: like
something that jeins us together, we who are called humens and God or
Creator; the situation of humans in the world or in creetion; and various
gther things,

Some things make poems be poems, rather than being something else.
Poems are not folktales, nor are they proverbs, or riddles or music. One
cati see all of these things in the poems, but they thermselves individuglly
are not poems. What 1s a poem? A poem is words put together that come
from the heart, explaining thoughts and moods, into verses that are not
very 1ong. Deep words or figures of speech are sentences used Lo support
the poems and beautify them.

A3 | said garlier, deep words in ali S?’ igholand are proverbs--the ofl

_with which we eat words, and suck out their meaning. Proverbsconsistef

very mealy words, Difficult words, It 1s like an uncracked palm kernel.
You have 10 crack it and remove the shell before you see its seed. When
you finish doing this you come to chew the kernel and then you reach the
place where i1s juice is. When you reach that place that is the while ares
and you penetrate the best of the liquid, you know that you have reached
the heart, and what you are touching is marrow and not bone.

To esplain it ancther wey: the Igbos who know our Tanguage are
fluent. But not all people know how to use it. One must Tearn 1. One must
also go to school for it. The first school one attends is to open the ears,
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listen, and hear how the elders who knovy- the language of our Tand use igbo
wurds It is these people who are called “those who are eloquent,” or
“the orators.”

\«M/

—-elephant is stronger than other ropes. The head that does not-touch the

Several igbo poems require deep words for speeches. They are
indeed works of art whose beauty is obvious. Their beauty stems from
figuras of speech, proverbs and other artful words in them. Listen to a

o ; ad £ A -
praise poem that is recited for & man who doss st ong things:

Handsome young man, you are,

{Mvuru) who climbs a W11 speedily

A knife so sharp

A rope 'who pulls an etephant

& lion who kills a leopard

One whose head doeg not fouch the ground
Auiitree that does not die

Thiz poem 15 very strong. it describes the deeds and behavior of &
young rman whose “head does not touch the ground.” A head not touching
the ground can be & bad quality. But the way it 15 said in this poem shows
that it is & good thing that is being described. You will see that it is only
very deep words that are used to describe the behavior of the young man,
inafew words. ¥hat the arrangement of these words brings out to us is
indeed the imagery of a young man. Out of this imagery, we can know that
the young man is really and truly a man. He is one who, when shaken, _
stands firm in things that concern manliness. One who speedily climbs &
hill 15 one who is heslthy and full of stemina. The rope that can pull an

ground 15 the head of a wrestler, or one whose back does not touch the
ground. The #/is a large, strong tree that 1s known in igboland. The
knife that is not sharp can not cut {t,

Thus, we have seen that it 1s from using examples, from calling a
young man yarious strong names, that this praise poem describes for us
the type of man he is. It is also from understanding the expression of
these words, and from understanding their depth, that we come close o
this man and know who he is. One who wants to gather his firewood from
his (the young man’s) back yard should know how he is going to do this.
Clearly, the type of man being discussed is not one we can put in & bag and
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then Teave. Again, it is not Tire that one useé 1o a small bamboo bed to
warm oneself by. The bad child is carried by the knees. Wwhoever meets
him finds out about his behavior.

if you lnnk clnaelg you will see that there is something else
outstanding in this peem. This is how explanatory words, or al} the
examples in this poem, are tied together. They all have their own parts to

niau, Nona of tham is ?i??'E fﬁr nothing) Taken singly, thay cen not

descnbe this man well. But considaring them together is the way to know
well-written poams in our land. Strength and polish alse come from the
arrangement of the words. The arrangement of the words sometimes
comes out of the way one recites this poem--that is, out of its sound;
sometimes it is a drum or shaker that is used to recite poems, that brings
out the way the arrangement of words in the poem should go along.

RHYTHM. In some igho poems thers are words which are seen and heard
repeatediy. There is also the sound of the words line by tine, sounding
and sounding again. These things are among those that support the
arrangement of the words af the poem. They are among the things that
make the snnqwma ar ﬁ&‘ﬂt‘ﬂf&‘ running like water,
&ue,uj h‘* el 1R T h-

Thisisto muutrate what i am saying. The poem | am usmg to
explain it is "Thievery,” by M.C. Qgunjiofor. 1tis in Sdos &se on pages
39-56. We shall look at the first verse:

One day, a sunny day,
Tortoise went to Rabbit’s house,

..He.greated him.and then.went.outside........ oo .
Rahbit took Torteise and went thieving;
They went to the house of lbeziako;
They saw |be and his three children;
They had carn in their mouths;
They went over to the back passageway, and remained quiet.
They stayed there until their waists broke;
Rabbil said he was going to go home;
They then got up and startad to go

These words reguire each werd arrangement to have a certain rhythm, or
sound resembling their counterparts: anwy, esi, ohi; {Ibazi} ake, ato; ony,
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ony; ha, ala, ala, ula. The rhythm in thase makes this poem Tike music that
is sung. This underscores what is being said, that Igbo poems and Igho
s0ngs resembie each other. One thing that makes them similar is what is

-~ called musical sound { @7 arwed or drum sound {g@s aéned. This makes it

ho problem to inciude these poems in music. Clearly poems and songs are
not the same. Their scale is not the same. Neither is the emotion in them
the same. The emotion in poems is more than that in music. The language
of paetry is alse gifferent. 1t is more campleta than the language in
music, That means that it is not correct to think that poems and music
are the same. The recitation of meaningful poetry uses proverbs, figures
of speech and other linguistic arts, and oration. What is most important is
that ane cannot have a poem without words; however, ohe cah have music
withoul words.

SOME WORDS USED IN WRITING IGBO POETRY

1. {idens ionermetapeie) This is & word that sounds the way it is
pronounced, Some onamatopeic words resemble the sound of what is being

1alked about, or the character of what is being talked about. This will

Mustrate what | am seying: (tree) stands 4wedem, the stars are
twinkling in clusters #/7/ri: the bird flew very Tast Ham mim it
pounced on the rat; s/em 11 crushed to death the millipede; the breadfruit
fell géfm (splat) io the ground.

2. Tongue-iwisters: Like: Wwa nwere arg ¢ na-arig aro arjo [asks for], Ti
nchi [bedbugl gbim, 1ifu nchi nsi nike. Ane m ary agwa [cook black-eyed
peas]; na-eri agwa; ne-egba agwa aja wukwu [divination on waist];

- Wwanyi na-eho ero {mushrooml, - na-ere-ero-ere ka - na-erf ero eri? —&hg s o

[stake or cross-beam in house] na Achara [pillars] di n'isi ylo [sides of
house] Okeke; o by eta ke lexceeds] achara, ka o by achara ka ata?

These things | wrote here are among the artful words. They are used to
demonstirate the way some words are used in Igbo. Because of this they
help in pronouncing igbo words.

3. Asusy tigs (iona lengusge/) One task that & poem can perform for Igbo
language is to make all igbo dislects meaningful by explaining our world
and our lives however 1t may be. Sometimes 1t can do this by writing a

word as 1t 15 not written in other literature. This makes one think about
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this word, and examine it as it is not examined in literature or other kinds
of writing.

& strong-handed poet should use poems to make the Igbo language

grow and progress. He will do this by the way he uses Igbo poems to
explain about the lives igbo people live: the fife in the world and the 1ife
nearby, the outer 1ife and the inner 1ife. He will also do this by using new

i
words and old words in writing his poems; by using il the various ways

that Igbos use to speak Igbo and write poems.

The Igbg Tanguage is a tone language. What 15 a tone language? It is
ihal the understanding of some words or their explanation follows the
Waly one prongunces them, or places the voice in speaking. See this word
that is writlen sbwe. Hiws can mean wrapper; or the ggg the chicken
lays; its meaning can also be the place where one 1ies down to sleep; o it
can also be the running down of tears when something sad happens to &
person, or when a child is beaten.

Many other words thet are confusing, or have more than one meaning
are numerous in igbo. By using the correct tone the confusion of these
will be removed. My point is that the Igbo poet can take the confusion that
i5 in an igbo word and create something artistic, write a beautiful poem,
or & drama. The poet can know how to take words like “ikpu,” “amu,”
“Uzoagbe,” “ngala,” “ala Umuyaka Diy,” “ala a mu nna gi,” “ime BK. ...
and write an amusing poem, showing the versatility of igbo words. One
who is angry can forget his anger. This is one benefit of poems for people:
soothing us and making us laugh causes us to forget our troubles.

i ETa /s L

4. Figures af Speecsy Figures of speech alone do not make o song become 8

poem becsuse figures of speech or artful Janguage are in other literature.
One uses figures of speech to write songs, and also to tell stories.
Allusion, repetition, imagery, similes, and metaphors are among the things
that distinguish poetry. It is the thought and the emotion in a poem that
make it a poem. Especially the way one writes this emotion is very
important i making a poem Decome a poem,

This 15 some artistic language one can see in these poems selected
in this book:




»

Adamma touches beauty [is beautitul)
Her night fell in the afternoon

My eyes should nol see my ears o
| have seen an elephant in the afternoon

| have stayed in the house, sat and burst my testicles
One who is bathed in beauty
Dry meat fills the mouth {expands]

MODERN AND TRADITIONAL I1GBO POETRY

The main thrust of new Igho poetry is the recreational activities
that are observed in our land. it is what undergirds igbe poetry. Igbo
poetry is also quite varied. There are poems for relaxation, for cursing,
Tor praising, Tor telling stories, for explanations, far work, for mourning,
ghd other types of poems. Look at this poem used for praising a village
YWoman.

Young lady, you are:
A mirror that must not go out in the sun
A child that must not be touched by dew
One who 15 hairy
A lamp with which people find their way
Moo that shines bright
An eanie feather worn by a husband
A straight ine drawn by God

tEgudu & Mwoga, 1971, 1k 313

The reason this poem resembles modern writing 15 in the way the figures

of speech explain things. These figures of speech lend imagery to these

poems.
Modern and Traditional Peetry

Oiher things are common to modern poetry and traditional poetry: The
most outstanding one is the Igho language itself. Poems both written and
unwritten are explained by using igbo words. They both also use all tupes
of Igbo words to support themn: figures of speech, proverbs, riddles.

The poern of J. C. Obienyem that he calls "Paper Money,” in Akpa
7




0 Uche, {i.k 42), opens with a riddle and becomes a complete poem;

Something drives a person to suicide
Something that a woman folleys and rejects her husband

Than runs of T with an osu husband
Qomething that leads the blind person and the lame to steal
I1sn’t that what caused the Ndia people ta sell their children?

isn’t it that, too, that pushed the clergyman into prison?
what 18 1t that calls the poor person “worthless one”

i5 it not because there is nothing he can measure up to?
I hotd this thing in my hand

it Tiutters back and forth

i1 becomes & fan _

It is nothing hut a litile piece of paper.

If you include riddles in the meaning of the words that begin this
poem, we will have something ke this:

() — - Tell me tell me tell me: tell me:
What drives a person to suicide?
- Tell me, tell mea, tall me, tell me:
What does a woman follow and rejects her husband
Then rung off with an osu husband?
—— Teill me tell me tell me, tell me:
What leads the blind person and the lame to stesl?

Four sentences make this poem turn into a riddle. Their answersare

"{he'same thing: “Paper Money.”

“Tell me tell me tell me” i one of the traditional recitations where
there is reciting and chanting. Modern and traditional poetry resemble
each other in various other ways. Many of their thoughts, and the order in
traditional poetry, show themselves in the new poetry now being written

Thes riddies are beautiful in because of the words that are in them:

kpem n'isi {touch me on the head)
kpem n’ike {touch me on the bottom)
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kpem regede {touch me anywhere)

Aku a gbara n'ogwe {the arrow shot at the tog)
Aky n'ahy (the arrow shot at the body)

Ogwe n'ahy (the lag in the body)

There are also riddles that are beautiful on account of their sound.
The sound causes them to be very beautiful in themselves in poetry
writing because the beauty of Igbo language and Igbo is sound:

----froom that swept the compound swept the housa
----The thing that 1aid eggs on the ground returned to the sky
--—-0ne who is in a city should speak to the city peaple
-=—-Tuym tum gem gem (tralala)

~===Tym tum bem bem

Because of their sound, and because of the allusions made, riddies,
like proverbs, are necessary in writing igho poetry. it would be good if
peopie who wrote Igbo poetry learned it well and saw that they made
their poetry beautiful!

2. UNDERSTANDING 1GB0 POETRY

Angone who wanis to understand fgbo poetry should know Igbo
traditions. He shouid algo know something about all Igbos, know the type
of people they are, know how they behave, snd how they visw the world.
Clearly, knowing these things is very important for explaining everything
the poer wants to say. Especially, he should know the igbo language well,

He should know what proverbs are, know what real svents used
proverbially are, know what riddies are, and the ariful words and fi qures
of speech that abound in the igbo language. If you do not know these
things, you cannot understand well what Igbo poems are saying. You will
not understand well the benefits of poetry, you will not know what ceused
the enrichment of our lives through showing us all parts of the world; how
we live, how we lived in a place when we were thers, you will not

1t would be profitable Lo see what Mr, Nolue Emenanjo wrote concermingriddies,
"hgwugwa. & Genre of Traditional Igbo Literature.” This essay wil) appesr in Alsukks
SETRE] 87 AE s SEFRumsiiies i 1978
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understand what is ahead of us or what our history was. If we do not
Know these things, our 1ives will not be worthwhile as they ought to be.
They will not be as satisfying as they should be.

what | am saying is that there are many things to be learnad in well-

wrilten poems. {Look at the poem called “Imo.” Why is one state in
Nigeria called Imo? Can you explain what 1ies behind it? What does this
poem say about it..7) Poetru makes us know ourselves. It makes us forget
the troubles of the world; have patience when things are difficult.
Through poetry, we can be happy or joyful, as someone who is drinking
wine or dipping snuff sometimes is.

Poetry and other recitations are ways (as | have said before} thet
human beings communicate with each other. 1t is one way a person
explaing to others how he sees world evenis, what 15 around him. | have
gaid in the beginning that it is necessary to know Igbo language well if we
want 1o understand igbo postry. | also want to say now that if you
understand Igbo well you will know a good poem and one which is not good.
You will be able 1o remove the black goat from the white ones.

Anyone speaking to you touches your body. But there are words that
are not useful, and those that are useful, Those that are useful are those
touching our spirits or our blood [appealing emotionallyl, words that enter
the ears. Any poem that touches our bodies, spirits or blood. is a beautiful
poern, @ well-compposed one. Any poem that is well-composed will touch
the body, But the best poem touches the spirit.

. Thus yhen you study Igbs poetry you will see how theone speaking___
to gﬂu explaing himself, how he causes what he is saying to reach your

gars, touch your body or spirit. You will 1earn whether his speech is
satisfying or not. Because poetry is nothing else if not a set of words—-
ariful words, words better than others.

EXPLAINING POETRY

In the new book he wrote,! 1Mr. Holue Emenan jo gave seven ways 1o
explain Igbo poetry. These seven ways are;

1. Nolue Emenanjo (1979} Jar/ MY Evans Brothers {Nig Publishers) Lid, ik 6-13.
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(i) Who wrote this poem?
(i1} ‘what order was used in writing it?
(iii) what is its topic?

{iv) what are the thoughts n it
{v) Doas it have Tigures of speech?
{vi} What tone was used in writing it?

Thers is no ane z{*ég.hai 1§ pasl 1o use Tor unicCcKing poems in order
to compietely understand everything in them. Tha method that Nolue gives
is good. inorder for it to be complete it would be good to add a few words
o 1L Here, it would be good to review what | have already written about
Understanding igbo Poetry, becausa you do not explain what you have not
understood. Before you explain any poem you should understand it. This
causes you to read the poem many times in order to grasp what it is
saying.

{1} The one who wrote the poerm: it 15 not enough to say only the
name of the one who wrote the poem. it is good to know something else
about hirn: like his work, where he lives, where he studied and various
things he has done. This type of understanding can help us to explain a
poern well, especially if the poem 1ooks into details about the writer,

(113 The order used in writing it. Here we start to look at the
artistry in the poem. The order used in writing poems varies. Any artist
can Tollow his own order, which will bring out what he has in mind. In
somne well-written poems, the order used in writing the poem and the
thoughis in the poem have something joining them together. Look and see

--hew-the sentences-in the-poenbeing presented go-together-with the—— - e

others,

(iii) Topic: Every poerm has a topic. Persevere in finding it. That is
what you will start with and then discover other things in the poem.
¥then you knov the topic of the poem, you will begin to find out what is
said about it, or what the topic tells us about other things.

tiv) Thoughts in the poem: It is from reading the poem well that one
gets the poer’s thoughts. What we know is that the poem’s thoughts come
from the way the poem touches us. The way the poem touches g person’s
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spirit might not be the way it touches another parson’s spirit. Because of
this, {wo peaple can read the same poem and not agree on what is the
thought of the poam. IT you understand a poem well you will ook for the
thoughts in it

vy artful language: At the beginning of this explanation, | satd that
one uses artful language and various figures of speech to write Igbo
poetry. |said that they are things that make a poem become a poem. When
ol 100K @1 e ariful 18nguage in poelry you aiso 100k al Tigures of speech.

1f you interpret poems well, you will understand proverbs, real events,

riddies, and know what they mean. Thus it is good for you to learn these
things one uses to make the igbo language artful. You will also know what
rmakes proverbs, riddies, or real evenis become the best wherever they are
placed, ‘When you talk about artful language you will also talk about the
gther kinds of 1anguage found throughout the poem: allusions,
onomatopels, tongue-twisters, euphony, similes, tone, imagery, both
metaphors spoken together, and words. These things are important in
interpreting & poem well. 1t is good to explain how they make the
thoughiz in the poem appear polished.

t#i) Find out whether a strong veice, a gentle voice, or a musical
voice is used in writing Lthe poem you are examining.

ivil} Summary: When you use these methods {o examine g poern, Jook
at it closely, you will gather your thoughts together and say what you
think about it. Tell whether this poem iz good, whether il is well-
written, iell whether you have seen that {ype of poem before, how it

resermbles others 1ike it, what is in it that is new . . . tell what struck you

3. TRADITIONAL POETRY

One thing different about the traditional igbo poern is that one does
nol know the name of the author or who first recited if. 1 is not said that
the poem belongs to this person or that person. This does not mean that
everyone in a town is an artist. When one comes into a town one knows
the anes who are the artists--those who are able to write songs, or those
who are craftsmen. Bul any recitations brought out belong to the town,
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belong to everyone. 1t is not the one who thought of it first who owns it.
IT he does that, it meanhs that the peopie of the town do not take his poem
as g true and beautiful poem. It 18 oniy he who will recite it, within its
topic, since there is no one who will listen or contributa,

Wow, we will 1ogk at traditional poems that are recited in Igboland.
These poems come Trom townsg around Enugu.

¥hen the crowd comes Lo the gathering place, you should listen,
Lisien

Becausge 11 15 the Mortar that hears the market’s commaotion
The Mortar lives near Nkwo market

Sounding its voice - gbo gbo gbo

I el you a1l

Mo Mortar swallows my 1og

Or is a branch for me

Let alone a morsel of pounded food for the children of Ddegbuly kit
Fan around, buried the one who came to its house

i, the Mortar, swallow the commotion of the market

The stick one uses to strike the gong) -

}, the bird pecking at the comn

1, the one who knows and does, Firestand used in cooking

The pot stands Tirm

Firestand carries thoughis

The pot is very strong

Lacking for the cook, all the time long ago

o ;tn}dtheh&wkgﬁt_iﬁgtﬁelﬁsﬁst e e e e @t et o et e L et e et 4 L+ L et e s e e L 1 4 1L et v

Please, follow behind

Ddornagana, Husband of Ugoko ekeyilu [place name]

& bunch of hair

Tried itself {7}

Large-headed ant sings, and in singing

Large-headed ant forgets, and in forgetiing _
Baskei-holder, fake the basketl and come out from the wilderness
On aceount of the Tocust {ukoto?)

Amajukwa 15 in the wilderness gwom gwor

I, 0zo, killed an elephant
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[, Oz, took a palm branch and swore innocence

I, Bzp, took title on Eke day

Took Olie day and ran to the town square

{, the bird

I, who am thorny 1eaf not good Yor making headpads from ahcient
times

-~ A-carry-a basket of inyi-wood, it becomes medicine

One who cuts down & tree

| am the woodpecker

Pecking at the tree

The tree we cul down

i 15 | who uged i1 and traveled long ago

Ha Ha Ha Ha

Fam the Moriar who flew strong, flew around ail of igboland

Mortar that Tives in Eze Ekwulu town

Moriar that used & shovel and 111ed the hole in his house

Mine is 1ike a child's walk

It 15 said that one who runs jumps

Slowing down and pacing

| am the gong

Striking the gong

The gong then starts Lo talk

I aree the gong, the mouth speaks

The crowd stays

The white ant 15 swaying

The white ant i3 swarming

Iz it good {right)

For me 1o call the Mortar

{ come, | come, | come

Udomagana,

One who writes books does not finish writing .
wWhat 15 in my mouth, what draws me
I5 endiess

In this poem, the Mortar says that it is a Gong, it iz a bird, it is 8
Firestand.

This Moriar is of the spirits. it can converse with Eke {The Creator).
it is someihing thal happens in two verses, where the mortar tells what
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~repetition in this poem helps to bring out very well the Mortar's charactar

created the Tocust 1o allaw it 1o go home in pesace.

The third verse is solely praises. It is fillad with ™1, 1.” This
masquerade does not praise another one, or anathar spirit. Only itself. Al
the sentances in this verse are praises. See also how the sounding of the
tones here make the poem plessant Lo the ears, sounding like a song. The

and deeds.

Irr the other verses at the beginning of this poem, you will see that
it iz “muy poem” that is the starting word, This shows that thic poem ic a

personal one, a poem explaining about the person reciting it.

Igbudu igwe mmady
Oy ire Olu ute
Inong ahuyhis ocha
Kyuta azy = Laghachi azy

Jjele = {jere, shuhy 151 ukwu

Ogbadu Dka, ubo oka
Okpuiu Dgwe os1s
anakala ngalaba ozisi

Z. ADVILE

The winelapper climbs the palm tree and atlaches the pot
i the palm tree does not hold wine, the pot will;

One who tells les talks nonsense

Until one who tells the truth forgives him,

is it not my continually going to the diviner

o That means. LRROW SOMBTRING.. o i

The dog who remaing in thought

it is said that he is sleeping

Une tells the tortoise Lo think

He says that he is under cover,

If the music carries the message clearly {follows the mouth)
A Tittie gesture follows;

One who pursues the chicken

is the one who has a Tall
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The stick used to flick ayway the millipede

It and the millipede are thrown away together
One who does not eat the appie

His Tace does not look sour

Because the one who is inhocent

Does not get jost on the road

This poem i3 advisory. It i5 bathed in artful language. Indeed, anly
proverbs were used in writing this poem. These various proverbs are put
together 1o say one thing. There is nothing that is not beneficial there,
from beginning to end. They all are proverhs of advice, or nroverbs abo
wisdorm.

i

{11} oteme

tell a falsehood {1ie)

MKpYlIukpy aka-

finger
QUESTIONS
expiain all the proverbs in this poem. Write something shout them.
MDDERN POETRY
{A) - | E. AKOMA
tsreal Akoma is @ Ndgki man. He is & person who loves Igho
Mterature and poetry and is skilled in it. Thus he has written many things
in lgho, among which are a well-written drama called &%afis and a book

of poems called Foanss i I5e fabe shgusge. He also wrote a few poems
in A8es dioks,

 Mow, Akoma 18 8 pastor of the CMS. He 1ives fn Aba.

5. CHILD WHO TRAYELS BACK AND FORTH

MJOKIL: There has been too much trouble
There hag been too much suffering
cvery year discussion about Mwamkps
You shoot the first time, it hits the Tog

16




Shoots the second time, he hits the tree trunk
was the arrow carved only for a tree Lrunk?
The smali child has suffered

|5 ot this the ancestor's finger?

We cut it off so it would not come again
Children are given gifts

—These-things gre-according to-his wishes —
what else have we not done? {What remains?)
But since you prepared to punish us
To treat us roughly without looking back

at
Hawinn nn nitn for anffarinn
iIHYiI!B ERAS FI\S i Wt "\‘.j

Suiter five times

nNear the amall river

Let the load of firewood and kerosene
Speai to you, words you wili hear

Lat this be your Tinal jaurnsy

IJE: Where are you taking me?

Are you taking me beside the river?
Is 1t there that you received me?t
I it not you who are crying

N Looking for me every day

L/ So that your kitchen is filled up?
is it not you who performing divination
Ta find out what you will do.
May i enter your house?
Have you done what | wanted?
The Toad of firewood and kerosena
Is it pot the Tlesh that it burns?
i am still waiting and watching you

-.5ee how your thoughts are going - ooooeoe

Setting me on fire will make
Me be very black
It i & black person you will give birth to again
I pity all of you
| have sean your suffering
But have patisnce indesd
Two journeys remain
P am not in control of my time

17
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Let me then stay and become yours.
1.E. Akoma

_Child Who Travels Back and Forth.

This poem has something different in it. It is Njoky and | je speaking
in it. Only their two voices are heard. When Njoku finishes, |je answers
him.

Questions:

1. What iz an agbenje” Explain it well, and also tell why sgbenje is
troublesome,

2. What sacrifices are performed so that the ggbden/e should not come and
give peopie troubie?

{B) : KEVIN AMASIKE

Armasike was born in 1940 in Amaku - Orodo Mbsitolu. He went to
schosl at 51, Patrick’s School, Coal Carnp, Enugu, and at Mational School of
Commerce, Oguta. Kevin has written various poems. His poetry is among
ihe selecied poems in the book of poems called Jigs iche. He is also
among Lthose who won the prize the people of Onibonoje gave at one Lime.
He works now at the Imo radio station called imo Broadcasting Service,

M. Amasike’s poems are varied. Several of them concern what God

_treated, peopie’s bodies, and things concerning children, Some of these

ELEN O3 LU

Eyg,’

o LN T

poems are: “Chicken,” “Tortoise, Pear,”

"Patience,” "Peace.”

Tongue,” "Palm Tree,

4. THE FATE OF THE CHICKEN

O what shall we do about the fate of the chicken!

What shall we do about the fale of the chickenl

The chicken Tays an egg and it is taken out,

If it hatches, the hawk carries 1t awal.

The diviner takes some for use in sacrifices,

The mongoose takes them, the flood takes Lthem, children
kKill ther

18




Some, that she is able to raise are Killed by the owner.
0 what shall we do about the fate of the chickan.

Chicken, your world is half and haif

Chicken, god created you, what will he dol

The chicken raises the chick but does not enjoy its henefit,
vwhat shall we do

Chicken, @ You are condemned not to enjoy the banefit of the
chick

Chicken naver becomas wealthy,

Because those whom God created, he and they use its chick

To amass wealth, or abtain riches

That caused the chicken to excrete everypiace

it sees, because it does not enjoy the wealth of the chick

what shall we do about the fate of the chicken

This is a lament A poem of lament is where one is crying, or
expounding on fate; the trouble and sorvow that are our lot, or that enist.
in this poam, it is the chicken’s troubles that are referred to. This poem
explains that the Tate of the chicken is & bad fate, a fate without any
happiness in it. Notice that this poet looks very carefully and brings out
all the catastrophes that befall the chicken!

Questions:

berall the chicken and ils offspring.

2. This poerm 15 not writien verse by verse. Can you explain why? 1s it
good that way?

5. tuplain these words: mpeieie mpekeie - haif and half
azi igha (azi iri ury nwa gbara gi) - condemned

3. EYES

bad, God thanks be to you.
13

1. what is the chief thought in this poem? Tell all the disastersthat |




You are the one who created syes.
bave them special gifta

Gifts to see.

The gyes see far away,

God created man and gave him eyas

One on the right and one on the left and told tham,

Look, sea where Teat will not reach,

Hand will not reach, nase will not reach,

Everything you and a1l other parts will not reach

Except you the eyes

Eyes then raige their two hands, raises them up

Thank God saying, “0! Father, you have done well.”

Then opened his eyes wide, peering

it Tooks above, it 1ooks below.

tt sees good, it sees evil.

The eyes then bring bad things to a persen

many bad things that lead people to hellfire

which is what the eye caused

The aye is bad and is also good

All the thanks the eyes gave God from the time

He gave them the gift of seeing, now

it has been something wasted

Eyes, does it mean that you do not know that the eyes that iook
at the world are tooking 8t you

tyes that God created Tor man and gave tham so you could Took
at something good for tham.

But you then are putting them in trouble.

deeds that God did for the eye, and how il also brings men bad things. The
eye is heneficial, but it can put men into trouble.

Questions:
i. what iz the lesson in this poem

Z. vinat elge in this poem makes it pleasing to the ear?




{ am the kola that keeps a persor’s life

O

©. THE TONGUE

The thing one holds in the mouth that is good is the tongue.

IT | do not speak

A person ig good for nothing.

IT the mouth is apaned, you will see ma

IT ohe says something good, it is | who gpoke.

IT ohe says samething bad, it is | who spoke.

People have 8 proverd that says

The thing one holds in the mouth that is good is the tongue
it is true that | am good

But | am a two-edged sword

i cut ahead, | cut behind

it 9 person is Killed, or g person is tied, itis|,

Tha tengue, who causad his death

it gossip is everywhere, it is i

if 1 stop saying to the earth itis i

| tall the eye to go and look

Bul | say ga

iY the chicken Tails to cluck

How will she train her children?

Gur gifts are varied,

women are told to stop gossiping.

if | am not teld, she will hot stop.

There is g proverb that says if you don’t run the tongue
How ¢an the knife come out and start cutting all the body

. But the tonque will not Jook good ]
Use your tangue to count the teeth in your mouth [figurs it out] f

Kevin Amasike

This poam is as good as the poem called &sys. They both have one thing in
cammuon. They touch a person’s body. In addition: What the eye sees is
what the tongue talks aboul. But in this poam, it is the tongue that talks
about ftself. This is pot true of the eye because the tongue 1s mouthy or
taikative,
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QUESTIONS

1. Pick out all the Tigures of speech in this poem. Explain them.
2. 1n ygour opinion, what are the characteristics of the tongue?

AT
/ |

s

.

7. RAINDOW

Rainbow,

My heart is glad when | see you,

when the sun is seiting in the sky,

You cme out in all your glory, Rainbow.

when | Took at you

I cannot describe your golden appearance

when you encircle the sky,

God’s creatures watch you,

My mather told me,

IT & rainbow appeated in the sky

Rain would not fall,

Except when g rainbaw has gatherad in

&11 its brightnesses, drawn them into the sky.

Rainbow,

All this baauty of yours,

How beautiful is your creator?

Your beauty is of great value, which cannot be baught in the
market

Praise be to God, who creatad gou,

This poem is one of praise. 11 praises the "Rainbow™ Tor its beauty which
shines 1ike lighthing. This is a poam that describes a creation--one of the
many things God created that are in the sky. In Igboland thare are meny
traditional stories about the Rainbow. This poem touches onh one of tham.
All the beauties of the Rainbow--all the beauties of everything in the
vorld are praisas to the one who created them. They show how their
creator is beautiful in himself.




{C): R. M. EKECHUKWU

R. M. Ekechukwis is an outstanding teacher in Aggrey Memorial
College in Arochukyeu, He 1s not new to the field of Igbo Hterature and
recitation. His profession is teaching, but he also likes to write in Igbo.
He is one of those whose poems are in déps lehe. Indeed, it is he who
collected the poems in d4ps Lohe, put them in proper order and wrote the
prefaces and explanations in that book.

2. MOBLE CABRAL, REST M PEACE

if the iroko tree falls
Children climb it
IT trees grow many new leaves
And Tlawers, branching out,
Finally, it dries upl
‘‘‘‘‘ The wind comes, 1t batiers it
» Termites will have it.
The tree was life
What was alive was dead.
it ane dies today, he will not die tomorrow!

Cabral has died, it is true,

He died struggling Tor his Tatheriand

Africa has really suffered,

A stranger worth more than a native son
Tt s dong us Tni O HRAIYR Y

A snake that swallows its companhion

ig haver healthy

whare is jour murderer now’s

Tell us, people of Portugal,

Tha spirit of Cabral has hunted him down.

We ara glad

That the thing crying “pii” has died,

\ ) The (hing you used your Tife o sacrifice for
Parhaps, will be yours,

it the near Tulure,

]
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amiicar Cabral, rest inpeace . . .1
Do not weep in spirit land
You are alive, even today

IT a guest among us wants to kil us
when he goes hame, 1et him develop a hunchback,

F. 1. Ekechukwy

The beginning of this poem is good. Iis first section is 1ike & divination,
o @ biessing. in the middle of the second section an explanation starts of
what wag touchad on in the Tirst section

The iroko is a great tree, and life is aiso a great tree. The iroko that fell
is & dead tree. In this poem, noble Cabral is the iroko tree. But this poem
comforis us because nable Cabral has not died in vain,

QUESTIONS

where was noble Cabral from? what do you know about his life and the
battie he Tought for his country?

{D)} : IHECHUKWU MADUBUIKE
He was born in tsuochi-Okigwe, where imo {(River) runs out and

floods everywhara. He went to college in Calabar and came to teach
schiool at Alvan, Dwere, after he returnad froam Europa. Now, he is Minister

_of Boucalioninleges.

This man is a newcomsr 10 1gbo Hterature and recitation. Bui he has
wiriiten poems and other things in English and French., He has writien
poems in various books in America, France, and in Migeria. The poems he
wiote in the igbo language are among the selecied poems thal Mr. Holue
eEmenanio broughi oul in Yere /. Madubuike is 8 person who holds the
Igho Tanguage dear Lo his heart. He believes firmiy that it is through igho
poeiry that it is demonsirated that the igbo language is strong, and
widespread,

Mr. Madubyike iz @ person who has an ear Tor music. He is also one
24




who betieves that music and poetry go together. He feels that using the
musical instruments-—- &gy (water pot) and @yw--18 supportive of some
poems fe has writien in igbo.

5. TEETH

One who does not know who | am, ask questions

If uou want to know if there are also teeth in the mouth of the
ieapard

Touch its tafl

when | was a child | did more aggressive things

What hands were unable to do were left for me

Because if one seeks a knife but does not find it, he seeks teeth

Do people fight without biting?

Why does one leave bones Tor the dog?

What do you tell him and the spirits Lo do [without the bonel?

Take gour tongue and count your teeth

Perhaps, you will understand what | am saying

The thing that bit the dog to death really knew how 1o bite,

Who can describe what is in 8 person’s body without mentioning the
fesih?

Did that person sprout buck teeth?

oid he want to be toothless?

if he is & dummy

Those who have wisdom teeth will 11l kim

How ihe waler entered the pumpkin stem

thoughts?

They are numerous, but you should know that one should not see the
child’s newly sprouted teeth empiyhanded

If you are a stubborn person | will show you

Medicine one uses the dog’s testh to prepars

This will cause grinding of teeth

Or ratiling the teeth

‘Waler sticks on the teeth of one who has bad Tuck
That 15 why

25




o

when the dog eats feces, the goat’s teeth rot.

My friends, { have heard

it 18 hot only the apple who bore offspring whose mouth can be
squeezed open

If the old woman is told to watch the child

And she says that she has no teeth

Is she being asked to bite the child?

IT 3 peraon hates me

He should not use his smile to Hikea me

My Triend, | do not know what | bit and bit down on the teeth
I am one who chews well and then eats

The teeth that are sherp ash Tike lightning

One should not use smoke to cloud my future

Becauge the one | wail Tor is & big person.

thechukwu Madubuike

This poem uses various figuras of spaech, One surprising thing is that it
is the teeth thal are speaking about themselves in this poem. First, they
slart by cailing themselves various nhames: “One who bites and eats,”
“sharp teeth flashing Hke lightning,” "0One who holds [something] does not
Took for a knife.” Sacond, they start explaining to you that they think they
are beaneficial to both humans and animals. Third, they explain how Igba
people use them to speak artful words. See how the artful words pervade
all the sections of this poem.

Second section: See how the teeth explain the work they do. They are
guards that axist in the mauth. whatever enters the mouth that is a lump

belongs to them,
GQUESTIONS

1. Show the various kinds of artful Tanguage in this poem. Explain how
they enhance this posm,

2. Towhorn do you think the teeth are describing themselves? ‘whey are
they beneficial {0 human beings and animais?
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10. DGBUMIIGWE (Mass Killer, Mine, Explosive)

One who desiroys great people
One whe kills strong men
if ihe pot is underestimated, it extinguishes the fire

G

Ury meat that 1iils the mouth

One who kills four hundred diseases

You are a gun of water

You travel through the wind

You splil open ihe earih and ihe Torest

You do not know a Triend from an ensmy

¥ou cause the strong man

To use his eies 1o see his ears

You cause the strong man’s heart 1o be in his stomach

You cause the strong man to be in a situation {dead) that
enables the goal to eal palm branches from his head

One who travels 1o towns and makes enemies

Fire thal burns the savanna

You are one who accomplishes things in time of scarcity

You are also one who does things when he is able

Your work is still beginning

Because you are still young

When you grow up,

We witl use you 1o set right the continent of Africa

and black countries the world overt

ihechukws Madubyike (Oct, 1977)

This poems describes one thing used in the Tight the igbos put up

tanguage parvades it

[ ]

144

GUESTIONS

. Look 8t the sectiion four, fines S and 6. What do these Uwo lines show?
. Expiain the last saction?

. what is "Ogbuniigwe™?




11, NAIRA

My name is Money
it is | who control the world
i who am the beginning and the end

‘Onerwhio doey pot have e 15 &rying

Sometimes having hairs is Hike

The trouble of gatharing Tirewood

At that time it is a thing thel brings on

Troubie of the hearl with no rest

It 1 1ike g sheep stroiling out and meetling one to whom it
owas g debt

One who has money does not want to become poar

Bacause une does not 1ike, after being used to eating at a table

To start eating on the ground,

Some say that the naira is Nigeria's sickness

it is what causes thievery

1t is what causes hatred

11 18 what causes giving and taking bribes

Tha naira causes great confusion thess days

Thesa are bad things

But one who has no naira

Doas nothing but ory

Bul some paople say:

It tha sagle throws away its Teathers
Wherein will le its beauty?

iT the masquerade falls to the ground
iis honor 1s defiled

af what use is he?
I it that money 15 & man's goodness and also his honor?

Some giso say:

The iy Truit 15 not only food the monkey eats

Cioih is not the only thing that makes a woman beautiful
if & young man has no wealth

The person with weslth will pay for his Tather’s funeral
Children and people are better than money
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He who has people is betier than he who has maney
Children and people are wealih

They are like aagle Teathers

i1 one does not have them, his honor is defilad.

My name is Money

it is | who control the world

I am a thing of sweetness and wonder

Yasi Money 15 aweet, a wondar

But remember that it is not because of a thing's sweeathess
That one eats too much af it

Cne who goes by the sweethess of mest

Eats the flesh of the wilture

He eats human fesh

Let him who has sars hear

To have monay is Tike gathering Tirewood with ants in it
One who eats the ram’s testicles owes a debt to hydrocele.

thechukwuy Madubiyike

From the Tirst sentence, it 1s sean that 1t is Naira talking about
itsell. it shows itsell g one who owns evarything, ong who holds the
Knife and aiso heids the yam. One will say that one who has money has
evaryihing, one who does not have it is Aaron--he has nothing. But there
is also another strong voice in this poem saying: "No; Naira is not
something that comes and stands and then legves, thatl there are other

4 &

things better than it
1. Write all the artful words in this poem. Explain them,
£ Wwhat work do the sounds and tones do in this poam?
12, 1IN0
Your name is Imo

iT you ignare the pot, it extinguishes the fire
Dry meaat Tills the mouth
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A
A& traveler has nn_enemies!
Does one know those who will become chiefs?

tmaol

Great river that begins in my father’s tand
And stays small until it reaches a town and becomes an ocean
The whole world reaps benefits from you

imod

a1d woman :
You carme out when the Jand was not strong
Before my ancestors bore jsy
Before 1zu bore Ezinaihite
Before our great land became 4 great Jand
Strong men's land, beautiful River; River of life
well-known River. Towns up ahead of you
_, Towns of men, towns of the sirong
. ' Your highways are strong ropes that hold us
Your waters are food that nourishes
Biving us wealth and power

imo
River overcomes the basket and slings the leopard skin around

its neck
i want no other river

“Twentnoother country
Do not give me other food
i will not 1ive in another country

itisthe Imoand i
in death and in life

ihechukwy Madubuike
iFetruary 16, 1977)




This poem 15 one of praise. 115 theme is the great river in Igboland
calied Imo. 1t is from the name of this river that one state in cur land
received iis namea when it was created in 1976.

Things Trom various iraditional siories are in this poem. The mouth
of the imo is in Isuochi, near Okigwe. Isu was the son of Ochi and also the
father of EZi na Ihite.

0 1a sikororg. Where the mouth of the Imo i in Isuochi is & place called
Umuaky, 1t 15 8 small stream running gently, or siarprne. (e sikgrave 15
an onomatopoeic word showing how this water drips in the pot,

GQUESTIONS

1. There are various traditional stories told about the Imo River in
several different towns in Imo State. Can you recall them?

2. What does this figure of speech mean? Mmiri nsorg ekete {nkata), ma
nara (koro) akpukpo agu n'olu?

13. PATIENT AFRICA

it is g terrible

Have you ever seen something like this
That a man can stay in his house

And break his testicies?

_ My God, don't agree

God of the Land, don't agree
Ima don’t agree

Anyim shrine don’t agree

The wealth of a child is not mare than the child himself
One runs round the base of the pepper plant

One does not climb it

when the fiy finished buzzing around

The heap of feces is still too much far him

There is nothing they [the detractors] can do

3




When did the wealth of & child start
To bring iears to him?

It is terrible

My God, don’t agree to wickedness

Let the hawk perch and let the eagle perch
The one who tells the other not to perch

Let its wing break; or

Let it continue to iy away - without perching
The one who tells me {0 die

Let him die

When did a guest become betler than a permanent resident?
The child has a dream

Does he plead for the dream?

i hiold ihe oath stick

| hold the sacred siaff

africa, you are the land of the blacks
People can not take you away from us

Ihechukwu Madubuike

South Africa is the country of the blacks that the whites took by force.
The first varse of this poem is solely a cry, asking questions whose
ansyers are obvious [rhetoricall. 1t also crias out that future evils should
be avoided, that all the gods in Igboland should help so that wickedness
- should stop. One theught in this poem is oppressien. The poem says that |
oppression is not good.

GUESTIONS

1. Maniy questions are agked in this poem. Tell how they help explain what
is happening in South &4frica.

2. Explain well the third verse of this poem.
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14, UGOMMA

| saw you in the midst of our town's market
& beautiful one shining like the eagle

inmy heart
Greal Beauty has a neck Tike the Antelope

Ugormal Your body is dark 1ike ebony

Beautiful onel Your iesth shine like drops of water
iroko Treel You are baihed in the mouih of ihe imo
Eborg boduy! You shine 1ike the moon at night

Mu star, ine midnighdt dies for you,

Young men trembie when you break oul into & smile
Your walk makes your enernies jealous

And dour walk makes fire burn in men’s hearis,
Their bodies all sesk to die for you

At that Lime your steps remind them of

The dances young men do on village roads

{weater pal, Gang snd Reliiar are used lo pigy here)

UE0MMA

b want the smiles that come out of the heart
Smiles that kill anger and cure {roubles
Smiles that kill sadness, prevent difficulties
Tell me words that bring new 1ife every day
which make 1ife go on

wWhich bring me new birth |

i am hungry for mangoes

Mangoes 111 the stomach

HMangoes do not s1ick in the testh

Mangoes of the rainy season

That sprout between dry season and faming
Take me to go to my mother's people

Where the land produces an abundance of food
Where people do not work themselves 1o death

wWhere the oil palim and the raphia palm grow 1ike okra

Pears and corn sprout without planting
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out ane by one all the sentences used to describe her beauty. Are there
figures of speach in them? What are they?

Yam and cassava grow without staking
where bod's gifts are unfathomable
Birgs and animals are plentifyl

Give me the wild mango of the dry sessan

The wild mango which quenches thirst

The wild mango on the path which 18 swaet Tike honey

The wild mango which tastes like the bad bush in my grandfather’s
cuimpound

Come let us go to the stream

The stream of our town that is on Angim hili

Anyim, Daughter of Imo, sister of Omeladike

Which kitls a parsoen when his 1ife tastes ke salt [in the prime of
life]

Come 16t us go to the stream of our Lown

Where we will Taugh and die

scoop the water of love in the palms of our hands

Yihera the rainy season beats a drum

The water runs into our pots

i makes you thirsty

There we do the dance of love
The gance of young men and women
we play in the water, Jaughing heartily

thechukwu Madubuike

From Verse four, see how this poem is like & song that 18 sung. Ih all
these verses, thare are many sounds and tones. These help to make this
poam Tiow 1ike a river.

QUESTIONS

1. In your apinfon, what makes this poem a wall-writien poem, or

) pooriy-writien poem?




2. Is there anything in the language of this p&e'm ihai touches your body?
what is it?

19. SAYEME

~Onthe kind of friendship between Elephant and Millipede
wWhich made us call Millipede
Friend of Torioise and Ram
Friend of the guest and of the home-owner
U7 one who brings and one who eais
Frignd who ceused Torioise 1o go walking and not ki1 Millipede

Don't igi me and tham become

Jealous friends

Jealousy betwaen neighbars

Jealousy between Lizard and Chameleon

Which caused Chameleon to run out of his house
Ran to Eagle

Ong who gave him effective medicine

The effective medicine he uses 1o change calor

) And follow his enemies around
The medicine made Lizard Tive an the Tire-shelf and on the wall

Dan't et me and them be friends

Friands who have two tongues and gossip

Those whase mouths are open

Those whose tongues are like razors

| do not want a ret friendship, one who bites and blows cold

Fﬁ em}ahi p of highty sducated peopie who ﬁa rxnt t\nnw haw ‘u:i gat

“things done- i the vitlage:
Those who stay at home while 1abor affiicts the goat
Those who eal fish pul do not know hov to close the basket
Save me
From ihe kingd of friendship between Tortgise and Squirrel
Friends who have no trust
Friends who, after discussing together, turn around and do the
opposite
Give me Eagle friendship, beautiful bird
One with a pure heart, whose smiles come from the heart.
hechukwu Madubuike
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Yarious folktales were used in the writing of this poem. Do you
know some of them? If you can remember them, interpreting this poem
vwill be easy, 1t talks about lack of frust, anger, jealousy. 11 illustrates

a1t of these things through the behavior of various animals. Through the
behavior o7 animals, this poem teaches us hovw some people behave.

QUESTIONS

1. Write all the animals in this poem. is there & way that they resemblz
gach other? ‘What things are used to know them in Igbo folktales?

2. what type of artiul language is used in the writing of this poem?
i6. 5LOW AND STEADY 15 THE JOURHEY

reliow humans,

Hot soup should be sippad very slowly

One should not, because his friends do a thing, do it himself
it is aaid that sharing is not sleep

That ig, do as much as your strength aliows

Don't say that your companions have surpassed you

Decause of this you will overreach

And break yoursaell in half

A short persan should hang his bag where his hand can reach
I the rat jumps into the water with the Hizard

The Jizard will dry off, will the rat also dry of 77

My friend,
Remember that the place a runner reaches
The walker also reaches and passes
Remermber that
Taking things easy overcomes troubles
Patience is the journey

Do according to your strength

Do th work expected of you

Leave the others

You should not carry the world on your head
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Do what you like [coma what mayl
You are oniy ohe person
You have one head

k\w/j

One chair you can sit on at one time

Fetlow humans

Remember that

The firewood in the town is enough for therm to cook with
¥inal a person does not have he should not Tong for

IT he longs for if, 1t becomes jealousy

Jealousy i a thief
Jealousy brings gossip
Jealousy is hatred

Gut patience overcomes trouble
Patience is the waler of life
Fatience iz desp

Patience {5 forgivensss

it iz also what is best

Slow and steady is the journey

The place a runner reaches

The walker 51111 reaches

‘Where & person is,

He does his mending {of thatched roof]
thechulkwu Madybuike
{October 1977)

This is an advisory poem. There are many things init. it talks about

the world and what is in it, about the efforts we make all the time so that
things will go well Tor us; sa that we will be like our friends, or surpass
them in money, wealth and progress,

This poam explaing the value of patiance, and also explains what

jealousy and envy bring.

QUESTIONS

:} t. Proverbs are used Lo undergird this posm. Write and expiain them.

Nl
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" 2.What ts the subject of this posm? What is the main thought i it?

3. ‘what other way can you explain the last verse in this poem?

{E): JOSEPH CHUKWUEMENA MADUEKWE

Madyekwe is from Ojoto, 8 tovn near [demili, which is in Anambra
Siata. it was in Qjolo that he started school. Diher places he studisd are
in the teachers’ training school in Nsulu Mbawsi, St. John's College, Diobu,
and St. Andrew’s Collage Nnewi, where he completed his studies at the

tima the war ended in the year 1970

Madyekwe is not & newcomer Lo Igbo literature. A well known piece
he has writien is Jists (1974), He also wrote several other books like
Lty Mipis) Ake (a p!ag} Mg Giwy a poem) and Ly Awe (a Tictional
story),

Maduekwe writes well-writien poems. 11 15 he who took first place
in the compeiition held 1o select the poems in dézs iiche. His poems are
very salisfying,

Maduekwe used 1o teach in Enugu. That is where he wrote the news
for ihe radio and various other writings. And now, he is one of the chisf
people who see Lo the spreading of Igbo Tanguage and traditions at
anambra Broadcasting Corporation, Enugu.

17. MOSOUITO

if one im::ifs fﬁi" creaturea in the world that are small and strong,
The mosquitc is one of them;

You know that the fight it puts up so it can own the world

15 not ke the brave deed that an elephant would do.

if one Tooks for creatures in the world that are fearful and sharp,
The mosguito is one of them;

See how it shoots i1se1f Tike an arrow

¥hen 1t recognizes the smell of {5 enamies in the world,

L
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If one Tooks Tor good ones in the world who are hated
The mosguiio 18 one of them;
why did it not tearn to farm?

Let it-imitate the smell-black-ant-withoui-an e:’aemu in-the-world:

i ona jooks Tor creatures in the world that are plentifl and die
guickly,

Tha mosauito is ana of tham;

i1 18 s1gpped, polsoned, swalled away

is the butiarfly in this lype of death?

If one Tooke Tor creatures in the world that have no usefulness,
The mosguito is one of them;

il does not heip the tree to grow its fruit.

ft dues not convert refuse to manure.

If one tooks Tor everything that should be eliminated from the world,

The mosguito is ohe of them;
Let me ask, 1s il the thing that saw everything that it was good
That cragied the mosquito and spread it over the world?

Creator, use your grace and Kindness which are grest
Gather tagether those who use their mouths tike nesdles,
Dump them in the mighty ocean.

The botlom of the ocean will be qood Tor their corpses,

J082ph Chukwu Maduekwe

it is clear, i‘i - ‘Etui!i"it‘; his pnem that xamet m‘nq di\@]&ﬁbed the
wriler, The mosguite is not @ pleasing creature, 1t is not beneficial to
hurnans. Rather it is a bother to humana. what is surprising is that the
rosquiio is smail but has the strength of an eiaphani. What is good for
this cregture is io dump it snd athers Hke it in the ocean. 1t is one bad
thing bod craated thal spoils the warld,

kyrybuba - Butierfiy, s flying mosguito that has various spots. 1t does
not siay long before 11 dies

), danda - & worker ant




Gomiri - doing something you see ghother person doing. limitating

QUESTIONG

i. is there another animal, or something created in the world that you
know has no worth at ali?

2. What animals

18, WAR
War movas Tast in work, slthough i1 15 terribiel

Death is terribie, although 1t is important in the world
War iz death's child, whom it loves,

That is why, after observing it, it was named:

fna that travels quickiy, one that eals when it i3 hot,
ane that kitls the Hiving, one that Kills ih great guantitu

113 not sickness that seizes one he went 1o pick up

it 15 not an accident betalling those with merciful hearts,
They met together, they discussead, they langed, they maurhead,
it is not murder, since suffering aftlicts the kilier;

War consumes, brother still runs Tor his own Tife

it 15 not hanging, of which 1t is said that Tear of death faces it,
¥ one runs backward for peace, 1t is in vain

T

R

Death is in the world bacause of good Tace {currying favor) at the
end of life

f}Faih the Hving person leaves the world's :uffpﬂng, erxtﬂrs mtct

rest; _

The knife that God the creator uses 1o reduce the number of people in
the world,

The anger of death, 1ts workers are effective, are proud,

Depending on war, 1is child does not hold 1i7e 1o mean anything.

war, gond ciild of dealh, i5 4 sad person

Bunning 1is errands ’fm?rfﬂﬂg) gver siriking and killingl

Death has & job, war, its child, 15 terrible

. Owwudor, 13 February, 1970,

) Jd. Chukwi Maduekwe
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This poem talks aboul war. See how the poet calls the names of war:
“One who travels quickly,” "One who eats when it is hot,” “One who kills

Anctfe,” “One who kills in great quantity.” These things ere what weknow

about war. War iz called “child of death,” That iz that the father of war
or mother of war iz “death.” Do you think that this name is correct?

Thiz posm gleo ey !ém.., the things *,’”ﬂi war involves that ars
?s:suqr this poet sags ‘Lha is worse than death.

ierrible. 11 15 a3 a
Death is naecessary in this wor m. And wary f i1 also necessary? Death
cdmes when 1ife is over, 1 brings resi, i' a‘r‘cﬁr Lses death to reduce
ihe number of people in the world. Do you h eve that death is beneficial
in this world, or that it iz nol beneficial at H

19. OUR MOTHER AFRICA

f you Jook for 4 land that has suffered most at the hands of the
oy,
Peope quickly mention you, 1and of Africa
The Tand of the blacks, the land where the sun shinss greatly
You suffered at the hands of the whites who look so bleached
They call you bad names, treat you badly;
The whites completely ruin you, strip you naked!

The children you bore used other women as children,
Decause, the whites make your honor rotien;
We thought, one who answered to the name of your child was rotien,

AL g man-mercies you,-he jeaves-you-s01 hat-you are ke a widower—

Your children run Lo ather women, gou are 1ike a childiess woman
We abandon your language, your dancing style, your artistic hands!

gut today, our Mother Africa,

Those who haled gou are loving you.

Those who praise you today, criticized you in the old days

afraid of you because of what you can do.

W your children counted the ridicuie used 1o insull them in old times
They wers not to blame if they reacted in anger

Those who used you a3 a taughing siock &t that time
4
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D hot kKnow alt your beauly and honor,
They weare amazed, shapped their Tingers, and then said,

drthulwuMadusicwe

This poem axpiging the disregard of Africa in olden days, and all the
shameful things the whites did to her, 1L eriticizes) the false accusations

the wisitoe :-‘\nn-l-. amained AFfeiss
LI Tl Ve THILUS uqullla{ MLy,

This poerm 15 also one of pleading and forgiveness. L begs Africa to
forgive a1l the evil her children did 1o her, because it is something they
did when they were children, washing only their stomachs.

QUESTIONS

1. The way this poerm 15 writien is good to observe. 11 is true that it
talks about Africa, the land of the biacks, but the poet calls it “Our
Mother,”"Can you explain how our land can become “Our Mother”?

2. Show how a1l the metaphors about women bring out the thoughts in this
poern well.

{F):  J. U. TAGED HZEAKD

Tanbo Hzeako ig from Abagana which is in Ochichi in the fown of
Mitkoka in Anambra Siaie. This strong man has writien much well known
fiterature. Several of his books are used in the WASC and GCE

these can be seen in digs Mioke. Tagho works in Anambra Broadcasting
Corporation Enugu, where he is chief editor now.

20. YULTURE

Feopie scorn the vuliure,

AS a hasty birg;

But the vuiture should be thankad,
pecaise the work it doas is important.

When the corpsas of tha chicken and the goat He smeliing,
42
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it iz not only that the vullure laments,

Because of the maggots people see, becausa of the bad smell,
The vulture then goes and carries them all away and eats tham.

There are many proverbs sbout the vulture:
And a5 the vuliure (oid his friends,

His wife's praghancy pleases him.

Bacauss thare is no dance that turns out badly

I¥ ils wife bears a child safely,

it aats the piacenis and carries its child,
But if the vulture’s child dies,

it 2als the chitd and the placents.

But the vulture gives thanks to its creston
Bacause the KniTe does not touch ils head.

11 doas nol wasie money to buy garments,
Because the garments bod gave it do not grow old

Wha is the vulture's friend,

whao can explain the vulture’s life?
why does it hate qood things,

And sat anly dead things?

The elders 83y,
“IT you sacrifice a chick and do not see & vulture,
Something has kappenad in the land af the spirits.”

what happanad to the vultura’s head,

Decause 1L has no hairs on its heady

1118 true that you think you are holy,

Because of it you will walk like a holy parson

You ought to took at the other birds,
How they stay alive on their own,
Then, you would see many ways,
You coutd have g betier naw life
J. U
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_Can it be that the vulture i3 a friend of the spirite?

Tagho MNzeako




This poem discusses the benefit that the vulture, & very bad bird, &
bird taken a3 & creature that defiles, together with the spirits, brings to
humans. This benefit is thet it eats dead, bad=smelling things that can
bring people painful sickness. This 15 the value of vultures for humans.
Because of this the vulture is & special bird among other birds. 1t does not
like 1iving ihings and good things. i1 can eat the corpse of iis own child,

QUESTIONS
1. Describe “vylture and say how it Tooks” _ _ _ from 11 head to its tail.
2. Whal various proverbs are quoted in your place about the vulture?
21, LAZINESS
Laziness 15 the worst gsickness in the world,
And only one thing cures laziness,

when a lazy person covers himsell with his mat,
Only hunger uncovers him.

At dawn,
The 1azy one 15 sleeping. !
‘When people go to their work,

The lazy one i3 ai home Tooking around.

LAZiness uses tiredness,
Bossiping, stealing and playing around,
They are things that laziness uses for work.

Laziness is the enemy of man,

Because it does him no good.
mizieads man in the world,

and causes man to blame himself,

Bl
ek

Sormetimes, 18z2iness brings 1o & man,
Fever, Tiu and headache,
But a1 these things go away,
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has no value for man,

1843 g ives nothing to man,
iness loves no one,

sCgusa 192iness 13 not a good thing.

m
L3

(a1 I o f"" r~
1

J

TOU mEn and women who are 182y peopis,

Go ana think well,

S0 thal you begin 1o do what ought 1o be done,
Su that your stomachs may not rumble.

J. W Tagho Hzeako.
fris poem i3 an advisory poem that teaches § jesson. 1t speaks of
ZHIBSS @8 an enemy of mankind. 1t is not only an enemy. 1L is & bad

sickness, dringing on many bad things.

tororom: - (ydana): stomach rumbling (throat socund) that happens when g
person 18 hungry.

I

GUESTIDNS

—

. wWhat Tesson 18 in this poam?

[

Cwiriie out 8l the repetilions in this poem. Explain them.

{6} J. C. OBIERYEN

J. L. Goiengem is from Aguly which 18 near Oka. He was born on
“@avemher :-s ?Qﬁi‘% He qtu&"‘fﬁtﬂ in f‘a.qu?u and éi‘a ﬁnirha Ha matricuiated at

Mr. Obianyem has writlen a Tew bu&ks Some of tham are Aoy
SEER FRsayy o Loty and Sedw Ms Sovsdisyms. He leaches now at
1 3ch uE m‘ Arts & Science, A‘aﬁ HtH poatry is among those
{ and in SiaE AT Trom which we ook some Of his




22, THE MOON

Gne whose Tate shines out at night,

Young womah whose jaughter comas aw‘. like & wtas‘
T i 1e o python's egg, | do not khow,

IV one plants yam in i, | do not see.

Rain ciouds darken har Tace.

The gTiernoon is bitler to her.

But she juine me fooking Tor apples at night in dry season
Moon, the ald woman and the young man are rejoicing.

This 18 & peam that is not very diffiouit to understand. The moon is
someihing we ail know well, especiaiiy those who Hye in towns where
there is no electrioily {(Eurupean moon). The modh s something that
shines in the night. It brings happiness and joy to everyona. when it
shines childran can go picking up apples, and when you go the moon
Follows gyl

GUESTIOMS

1. Are there any supporting words in this poem concerning the moon? Can
you explain them?

2. E#plain “Young woman vwhose laughter comes out Tike & star”

23. SLEEF

The place whare all your strength is finished
is in opening the door of death’s house

You ask paople o animals 1o wrestle

wWhose syes are close by {(sleepy). ¥

You overpowsr the 1eopard,

The duiker comes and blows on its Tace

Your bolonass goes al aif times and all places
IT one Chases you &way, SO0n you come back
Bul o one perceivas you,
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I{ @ persan its down to stretch a bit
The ayes open but not seeing

The body in & stats of stupor, the ears deat
The haad nogds Hike & Hizerd's

“when the ok wanis to touch the ground, the person catches imsell

B

10
ARG TROKS around o see 17 anyone has seen hin
J. €. Qiietgem.

e LHINGS that COoMmes upon & parson whalher ha w

ia, 11718 Tike death. Thal is why this poem says that
siesp nru:% deaih are m‘m Bra. Sieap 19 powartul Tike death. i does not
recogniza sither the big or tha small persan. 11 does nol recognize either
i house oF the compound, The reason that steep is terrible is that ons
does not sae it when it gols powerful in all of these ways.

--P....J-

isgutiry -- 1o stretch oneself

iky udurt -— 10 act Tike & persan who 18 sound asleap

Ky pam --  tostay quiet, acting like a 1ifeless thing.
QUESTIONS

1. Explain everything that 13 writien in the third verse of this poem,
showing how sleep is strongt, snd underrates g persoh.

2. How many words of art are there in this peem? Explain them.

24 A NIGERIAN

HOY Many Kinds oF jace 40 you have?
ri0w nany bags of money do you have?
wiat shout your elagant things?

AW Many boxes do they nesd?

Q0 yoy drive § Mercedes Beng or g Bentley?
How many girtiriends do you have?

How many men friends do youw have?

Gr is it oniy one?y

{0 you and she go around together?
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I how many towng are your storisd housss?

Gi which town are you & chief?

‘s\* fhich parson and his friends
Are you clase {oF

Row much money do you have in the white people’s land?

How many people see you in one day?

J. Chuikvruemeka Obienyem

THIS 19 @ D&M OT QUeILIONS. NOWRING DUl QUesSTIONS wars Used 1n
writing it All the sentences in it are questions. However, they are
guestions without answers because what this poem seeks to do is
criticize the behavior of some Nigarians, The lives of many Nigerians are
iives of hunting for money and big things. This poam oriticizes, by meahs
af questions and humer, this type of Tife.

QUESTIONS

1. Are there an Q z—e~ words throughout this poem® Can you wiite them
and expiaip whal thay mesn?

2. what 1s "na-achich{™? Wwhal tupe of word is i17 {verh)
23, WINE

Thing of swaetneas, it is pieasant to the last drop

Instead of Teaving it in the p::at %et it btau in the ‘:«tDT‘HELh
—Seeing wine isenjoying 1ite; "

When patm wine Tills the stomach, peopla sing iyoo and iyas.

Wing blocks the road

Patm wine yses Torca Lo take away & man's wisdom
Falm wine beats open the mouth of & Hittle dumb person
Takes g garment and puts it on all askew.

wWing, rmg ihal comes from the containgr and siarts to appeal Lo
the thirsi
{ine ieads do fm iwo paths

&




O One jeads Lo 1iTe, one leads Lo death -
I oyou dring well, you go home in peace,
It ou arink oo mich, dour dress is hung up in the forest.

. Chukwuermeka dbienusm
10th Augusi, 1977

i the Tirst verse of this poem, Obienyem tells us that wine is
syveel, and someining one uses {0 grow inlo @ strong young man in igbo
tand. “Rather than siaging in the pot, et it stay in the stomach.” These
are words known among wine- drinkers: “gathering life”. Wine-drinkers
say thet they are em‘aying life. Another way they say it is "eating 1ife”
and "lyoo and iyaa,” which is wine talk, the way people talk whan wine
siarts o go to their heads.

in the second verse, we see the troubles wing or palm wine oring 1o

the drinker. This poem closes by giving advice.

Gy iniriihi -~ closed rmutn
) Ogbi -- One who cannot 2pe

HUESTIONS

i, Describe ihe cusioms the jgbos foliow when theg dring wine. Can gou
remember any drinking songs?

2. ¥hat

ui

kew garment”

bive me & knife 26 | can kill fan Smith

He causzed Africans io regress; [in all aspecis of 1ife]

bive me a gun 50 | can shoot John Yorsier

He raped African women in front of their husbands;

Give me a hoe 5o 1 can bury I1di amin

& gtrong chief 15 in the house;

Leave me Lo draw & knife and go io the spirits 10 ask:

whij hag ATrica ecome 4 continent that eats only by begging?

iz
u A Chukwuerneka Obienyem
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This pogm 15 one of sadness; a poern of an angry peson; & poem of one
whi a5 been harmed, one whose mouth has been rubbed in the dirt. 11 is a
poerm aboul strugdiing for power. This posm has only ane verse. The
writer did noi have time to chase rats when his house was burning. The
rman’s penis does not harden while hiz wife i in labor, That is why he
warnied 10 speak oul whal was in his heart, before his heart broke.

QUESTIONS

Explain these Tigures of speech: Ime ihu Tere azu - regress; mago
rewanul) n'ihu di gs - rape a woman in front of her husband; ike by n'ylo -
sirengih iz in the house; 1gbu ochy - comimil murder,

{H} HHAMDI DLEBARA

Mnamdi Diebara joins those whose poems are in dipe lche, selected
poemz. He is also one of the Odunke who wrole plays calied Ojaadil. He
works in the imo Brogdcasiing Service where he producses plays and things
concerning igbo iraditions. He has recorded some of his songs and posms.

26, CRYING BAD LUCK [Cry of HMourning)

why do paopie ory’?

iy brother, something oig happenad on market day
it became dark In the aftarnoon

'y aye has seen my ear

i have seen 3 hippopotamus in the aftarnoon.

The chicken of § poor person does nol retum,
I¥ a big tree Talls

Waoinen climb it

of o 7111 @ bag, gou tie it up

who has died?

UG uou il know ing brave man wio keeps his word?
The brave man 4085 not sharpen iis knife in your 7ace, | .
The brave man whao ingtilis fear?

wWhen you see & huge marn, You seg hig jong noss,
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2. Expiain the meanmq of theqe "Night has Talten in the afternoon,” "My
Byas hﬁ% sean my ears,” 1 have seen g hippapotamus in the afterncon”

>, Expiain the other words of art in this poem.
{I): TONY UCHENNA UBESIE

Anihigng Ucnenna Ubesie was Trom &chi which ig near Ogwy. He was
born in Enugu in 1949, He aiso grew up in Enugu and started 1o school at
51. Luke’s Schoot fn Ogui. When he finizhed at that school, he went o
siudy in the secondary school of the colisge of Anglican Grammar School
which is in Achi.

Anihony Uchenna Ubesie 15 one of those people who are very skilied
in igbo Tiierature. He has wiritien these pubiished books:

Diews Bug Oge Ya, o dag
Prairi ok g §i vgba mbe
151 Ak Dara Wala
tkpana Okpoko Buury
fdinala ndj igbo

Jug Obinnag

Aka 0goli na-ehi n'isi

Ubesie iz aiso among those who wrote a book of Igbo plays calied Ojaadili.
ubesie nas also writlen beautiful 1gbo poems. His poems are among those
zejecied for Aﬁm Liche, He is tﬁa omg cme whﬂ wmtﬁ tpr: fme gﬂsm= in

TRAAOE LChE.

Anihonyg Uchenng Ubesie 15 a person who 15 enthusiastic about the
igbo Tanguage. He also 1ikes 1o tearn about igbo traditions. if he coniinues
io 4o this, the igbo tanguage can, through him and others ke him, expand
& Qrovd.

Ubesie was working al the Anambra 5rn.;sﬁfa:,nrzg_ Corporation. Mow
ai the University ai Maukka, whers he is expecied {o
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27, THE DACHELGR

i1 the hachelar chaaeq uut the Hzard, with whom will he ive?

Take ihe key and
e returns @t midnight, whoig going To say s word?

OF 17 the bacheior chases out the lizard, will he Tive with the
Lermites?
Dul 3 town without HiZards, they live in peace.

i ihe bachelor goes aut in the morning to his paim plantation

And when Tinishad returns hame, Tireniace soot and charcoai await

fim
if e ieaves his house eariy in the morning, who wiil sweep 117

If he uzes & goat for sacrifice, who will eal with him

i you ask him who will eat, does he say that he was not abie to
consuime the whole goat alone?

Leave him the goat, when he invites Jou, gou come.

People criticize him for no good reason
Ti'e enefits of bacheiorhood are as numerous as sand

b
eopie 1ook at him and say regrettabie things.

Leave the bachelor alone 1o enjoy 1ife while he can
Decaluse the enjoument a man has in 1ife 15 when he Tives alone
Hiz 1ife is nothing but joy when he 1ives alone.

l.

Any Time 11 pleases him Lo leave his house
iock ihe door, go where he is gaing

e bechelor kKills & chicken, it inveives him and the animal
& wite, ihe Fi’iiiﬂf’ﬁﬁ get ihe head
i iiz 1203, the wife geis its hind part.

i1 ang who i married takes oul the meat he will eat
and one of his children cries and comes out of the house
He iakes whel he has and gives it 1o him and goes away hungry.
if the bachelor goes oul eariy in the morning and rushes out
53




His sma bacaimes sour, he returns and picks out the meat
He picks aul the meat and sats until full, then throws out the soun

{7 the bacheior is short of maney, he is t%‘:e unm ane ‘n‘ﬁﬁ waeps
e has 00 wite and chitdren to feed
If he Tikes gari, ke drinks hurriedly and goes aut.

Bul iT @ person has a wite he is always involved with something
It he wanis io rest a bit, hig wife comes.
it he yeants to harden his heart, he remembars his children.

The bachelor enters the market, buys s cup of salt and goes home
ane cup of sait will fast Tor & week
I he says that his sait is gone, who eise was aating with him?

The bacheior will enjoy TiTe until it happens that
He keeps on eating his soup, 100ks back
And fooks all around, to Tind out what ig 1eft for him inlife

T. U. Ubesis,

This poem explaing ¢ Tew things concerning the bachelor-—-a man who
Hives aione, umarried. 1L 1s only he and the Hizard who own the house, he
gathers up the Kitchen sshes, and sweeps his own house. 1t is clear that
igho people do not completely sccept bachelors among them. This poem
says that bachelor 1iTe has its own advantages that peopie do not see or do
PG Famember,

Explain ali the advantages of being & bachelor,
2. what disadvantages are there in being & bachelor?

28, THE OIL PALM

if you enter the country of the ighos
&nd 1o & i% around their iand

You see something standing erect
Glrealing you T on nigh

L1
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The it paim is ot big, it is tall and stalaly
Greeting you, who are g guaest

white you enter its cluster

which the lghos use (0 make money

Tali trees bend over

Those that sland straight refuse to grow tall
The oii paim stands straight and grows tall
it never bengs over

its Teet are Tirmiy in the sarth

Iis head is Tike a chief’s cap

A% the young man protects himself from the sun
it proiecis others from the sun

Great, persistent trae

Says that thosa who stay under it
Wil not see the sunshine

Since they are under it

out you, ol palm, are Tike strong young men
They know that the sun is impartant ta them
&0 they can have a chance o Tive

Ahd join their companions in growing large

st &8 your body 1ooks good
S0 also are your thoughis
You are tall and huge

Trand give the wing tapper g plate toput his Test

i1 1L wete not Tor all those things
A1l the benefils paople get from you
wouid not be possible

ARG CHMDING you would be difiicult,

Your benefils are as numeroaus as sand

ig i1 the broam used to sweep the house?
is 11 the basket used o gather rubbish?
is 11 the patm Trond used to build houses?t
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1% it the paimnul thal comes Trom gour body?
i3 it the wina we get Trom uau‘?
18 i1 the rope used 1o e things?

O is it the oii used Tor ea‘um‘z

Gii palm, you are very beautitul
Your trunk 13 vary ‘inng
You are vwide a8 weil as tah

I thank God in heaven
T. U. Ubesie

This poem praises the oil paim tree. {1 shows the pleasure the

writer takes in paim trees. [tisin the last verse that this pleasure and

ihis

pirgise are summarizad:

01 paim, you are very beautiful
Your trunk is very iong

You are wide as weli a5 18l

| thank God in heaven.

OUESTIONS

i. Lisi all the penefits that the ofi palm brings 1o humans.
2. Look ai ihe fourth verse of this poem. Explain it Tell why it i5 well
wiitien.

2;;;' THEE&LHELSE ...... ‘é‘ i‘r,éB THE%{GHF&G?}BI”iAH e L e e e o 4 e

The bachelor puis the pot on the fire and ciimbs the palm tree
if he does not fall, the pot will break

The bachelor siarts 1o cook and sighs

He knows that the time for marriage 15 approaching

IT & young woman puts an a beautiiul dress
Kpow that her Triend 18 auilside

I7 the goung yoman 18 1ooking Tor heauty
Know that har ayes are outside
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Wait, 18t me cook Tood

My husband is still at work
When smoke from the fireplace hits the man
He kKnows that women are strong '

IT the pralty young woaman Keeps on refusing & husband
The vuilura comas 1o marry her

{T the bacheiar remaing without § wite

He will marry the dsughtar of & spirit

it the bacheior has up 1o Tour womean

He sews & garment, tears come (because his parents are woried;
it the Sjﬁii‘im&t nas up 1o Tour men

when she Tinishes with them, who will marry her?

T. 1. Ubesis

Thia poemn resembles the ane we have seen called "The Bachelor”
what is different is that “The Bachaior and the Young wWaman®™ are being
talked aboul. As i said, a bachelor is a man who has not marriad; the
young woman [in the poem] is 8 waman who has not married.

The language used in writing the posem i5 golely in proverbs, or
figures of speech. Two proverts thet support each othr are used in every
verse of ihis poem.

ima oz ihe noise @ person makes when he is troubled,

w'

anvury mkpuke: smoke, coming out of the piace where Tood 15 cooked

LGUESTIONS

i. Look #i verse 4. 1g there a siony that the peopie of your piace iell
about & young worman who is ¢ mrsg aboul selecting & husband? 15 there
ane ihey 1811 aboul & man nol waniing to marry? Can you tell these
stories? How are they similar?
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30, THE TOPSY-TURVY WORLD

& TIving beitson Reeds on Hving

is mind wandars

& goes from the oil paim to the breadfrult iree
gues from the bresdiruit tree to the ol bean tree

b M

Thinking of ihings thal peopie will do in the world
50 ine world will abandon whatever makes it special
S0 i1 15 if those who are on earth

Fail neavily on thoze who are in the sky

wWhat is popular in these times

i3 that wormen say

Tnat the God who created men

ig the one who created women

Since all people are human

They will be equal 10 men

if you siart 1o spesk, they argus

That the whole world is bacoming civilized

My brothers, start to pay attention

So we may Tind out i1 it is true

That man and women

Will be contesting Tor leadership in the home
IT The child says that he is g sirong man

He 18 given & share of the laxes

He is given a share of carrying the coffin

One thing | want o tall you

i3 that there is no time whan God

Takes men and women

And 3peaks out saying that they wiil be equal
Let’s say thatl men are not superior Lo women
Let’s agres that women are superior to men
One who 1$ superior to others should be doing
Something that will show that he is supariar
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when & woman goes o her husband’s house
When & man marries a woman
The man cairies wine for the woman

“He aiso provides the tridal deposit

The woman is betrothed to the man

Giving the man permiasion to marry the woman
She lesvaes her Tather’'s house

And enters the man's house

I yroman

wani us 1o believe that they are superior
They should carry wine and come 1o 1alk
Saying that they are Inguiring about the men
They should give wine for the men

anid 1ead the men 1o their houses

e then belisve that men

Are subject 1o women

it they marvied men into their houses

The men would answer o “wife”

The woman would become the owner of the house
The man youid adore her

if ihieves come al night

She shouid bring & knife and chase them

Without calling the man

Because the woman owns the house

They should be providing the Tood money

The men they married vwill go 1o markst

And puy things to cook &t home

if the man buys tough firewood

And keeps iryging 1o split 11 but 11 does not spift
Since the woman is stronger than the man

She shouid come and {ake the axe

iT women
po everyihing | have 1old uou
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They will answer us as “man of the house”

A3 men will answer to "wife”

IT thay are unabie

To do things Hike the head of the house

They should ba the wives that they are

We will cantinue to answer 1o “man of the house.”

T. L, Ubesie

This peam (el about & change that 1s seen in our land today. Itis
hovy women toss their heads and say that they are egual to men. The
writer of this poem is not in Tavor of male and Temale equality. He says
that ore must axceed the other. If the man does not exceed the woman,
the woman excesds the man. I7 g woman exceads § man, et her show how
she excesds the man.
SOME WORD EXPLANATIONS
Uche na njem ang-eme: He thinks big thoughts; he thinks high and Tow,

) Uty obodo:  Land tax; monay paid for upkeep of tha town.
Anyuike {nkuk A small tool (axe) with carved hendle, used to spiit wood.
QUESTIONS

1. Expiain gl the Tigures of speach in verse Tour,

spacial things does 9 man do that & woman does not dot These

i
Cthinigs, do they really show thigl man ekcead women? Think well befare
you anawer this question.

31. THE KOLA NUT

One who hioids a kola nut does not hold Tife
vaia nuls are different, Hife iz different,
v.0la ig the Tirstborn son of a son of the land
Life iz the son of the land in itseif.
Ong who goes 1o bring oul 8 kolanut

A If hie zees 1ifs, he will bring it
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And pirays Tor human lite

SinCe K0ia is the firstbomn son of the Tand
i1 does not want defiled hands,

since kola 18 something good,

it i3 not a orother 1o evil.

when men and their Tellaw mean chaw kola,

The e¥il in their hearts runs aut,

The orange is a aweel fruit
The /s ands 1astes Tike honey

Fawpaw is in the house

rieat 18 there, Yood is there

Kola is more bitter than thay

what does ane give kolg Tirst?

Koia is food ::ﬁ tha spirits and of man

%ﬁﬁt‘%‘; we and the snirits sat toagethen

il i g8 z§ that the aye 1hat sees the spirits
a0l 3lay alive 1o boast aboul i1

i‘h":% i and a,narm gai kois

aftervward men are st alive.

An adyll takes the kols, and Teais deap amotion
The spiriis are Histening

To why man are calling them

To come and iisien Lo men.

An adult holds Kola in his hand

Lat good things happen, isal

Lat bad things depart, isel

Lel good things come to us, isel

Lat bad things isave us, 188l

\‘v‘"ia.%‘; and ;::‘sentm antt thi%dt‘enﬁ isal

e T

The kila will parch, issl
The eagie will perch, issl
The ohe thal goes and perches, then refuses

-~
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The oihar g chante 1o pareh, isel
Let it wing not braak, rather
Let 1t 71y and never pairch, jsel

The thing that we pursue

Lel us oatch i, isel

The thing that pursuas us,
Let us run from, isel
vhal a person desires, 8l hiin hove
whather il be good or bad, isel

Koia is simall in human syes

But wiil it 18 used Tor is greatl

When one has a guest, kola comes aut
il 1g used in sacrivioing, or

i3 used in Making new covananis.

Kuoia, thanks is dus to you
Hecause peopia sea you
() As smail and bitter as you are
" And believa that you are something to be honored
Decause you are the child of the land
You &g the enamy of sbomihation.
T. 1. Ubesie

Tha Tirst verse of this poem supports the well-kndawn (b
traditional kola saging, “whoaver brings kols brings 1ife” The other
VEFSES Gascring various oiher !‘%nnq;« -:c:ﬁcern'sﬁq gola,

.




