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Af T we look at the hterawre pegpie f‘ead in iqnnianu teﬁag, we wm
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there will not-be many: | think one mmg that heipeﬂ nrmg this abwt:_} (

-t-helanas ta aﬂ fatmq and atl-those-who-are:
interested in the ignu :aaquage

“Emeka, & Bood Person” is a- w::srir of fictiof Things that happened:

hap;:uemnﬂ 50 ii i3 a-story that-both aﬂufts and children wﬂi enjoy - S
reading. Those who will benefit the most are aduits, students in gradesS -
and 5, and those in Laiieﬂec where gij::f ianguage is iearned. #har_ they -

wiil en]csg i that inii, peopie speak 1gbo Tanguage the:waij Den;:xle Whﬁ
were born in Igboland speak i1, various igba proveris are used, ﬁﬁﬁ
various words are used in 11 8% igbo aduits use them in speaking. -  _;;-~

We iried to wme all igbo words in this book a5 theg are grnnﬂunced o
and used in speech, Thus, reading it wiil be simpie and interesting. in a
writing it, we used language that any 1gDo would understend. This 'i‘fﬁ‘é
,{sssam}e besau-se ihe writer has Tived invarious ﬂﬁf’i“ fJf fgi:vc:‘iand

Al qura;.’rwnﬂ angd iesscms for szuﬂenrs are ot the ﬁnd sa meg wﬂ}

_l’iﬁf hamnsr anyang. in raamng 1’!’!]5 SIG?"Q E‘;QIEY}Q ﬁ!"iﬁ EA;?B!’?BHCIHQ 115

pisasure. At the questwns wﬂ: great}g benefit students, -

B Al £ﬂraﬁﬂan ﬁﬁfﬁﬂ:« m rms i:u:u:uk wr:rrn wntten ﬁa ignss grsﬁnunc&
ihem i r' ﬁﬂi’ it uﬂsare to say mai 1!’;35 nﬂag is ii’;e npst raiher itwas
g desire. io wrlte a story for igbos.

411 names in this book are fictionsl. | had no particular person's
name in mind. Read so you can know about “"Emeka; A Good Person” -
Mrygiylymanya J. Okafg



LHAF‘TEF’ 1R
WHD CHUKWUEMEK & QKORD WAS

, Chukuemﬂka Okoro-was 1 ra:am Ef uiu m Awkﬁ He 't"ffla Bﬂ!"ﬂ ir: 1931
His Gﬁt‘&ﬁ{“" als0 Came frr::m tfuiu They were farmer'_-*. Epfare hls fﬁther

| henaﬂ to farm, he wag one of ’me ﬂﬁrwrs of Ii’;ﬂ white pean}e when iheg
first came to igba?and He used-1o carry & white man they raﬂed Diiknn

Fran Al o lakadn in r..».:af‘rnrﬁ i
TE3EN e dift- L papuny G0 HoTweTh ."z‘ag‘i""“. }.iﬁlff ‘j,-'i‘ﬁ io rﬁ‘ﬂ ‘f'q.E!' ‘!‘:’Grk

“akpaka work.”

‘Hig Tatner aiso worked for companies, carrying loads st the banks of
the Onitsha river. Whiie doing these two kinds of work, he Iparned maﬁg
things. He aiso received various ihings ke iron pots, 6 European fiuts,
biankeis, boxes, wine pols, and various cioths. One big thing he Tearned
was thai education was very important. He was not educated, so varigus
ihings he thought he wouid have received from Otikpo and Trom the
companies escaped fim. "

(> - when he reached home, he usea what he rﬁcawpr} and what hP Iearrsed
“10-do-good- thmas Thra he-goat sags iﬁai ira%;eimg i gﬂﬂd--thﬁt g whg‘ he
 yentio his ma?her g ﬂiace and ieﬁrneu tz:s raise his mﬁuth -He-vwas in
~ Gnitsha during ’mﬁ 1318 infiuenza epmemn: “The 1]_1.neas he haﬂ at'-that
tirme caused @ vssru bat mugh ’v-fher: he fell m he- gturned to-hi ,
-because rnsrﬁ i= nci.hmﬂ thata BPFSEY’! gﬂas hﬁme with better than his Tife:

- wihen the cough was better, he began-to Tarm. -Afterward, he 'atjm::!~-'=--'-' oy

a waman froma macﬁ near ms %miaue aaﬂed Lidudﬂ HIS wife bnre twor oo
children at rsrst,.w__ti';eg died. 1t wasin 1931 that she bﬁre their 'Ei!"S‘l %n; R

This made them very happy; they named the child Chukwuemeka, because e

of the good thing they had Deen seeking by divination but was ﬁrsughr oy

the Lord. i1 was at that 1ime ihat he ﬁraugm ot gyeryihing he had

received Doth Trom the porier work and the company work, and he and his

nousehoid took ther and Jived a 1ife of enjoument.

The name of Chukwuemeka's Tather was Gif::;rcs Eze-iba. His mother
wasg Mgbo Mbs. They foved their child very much. But Okore loved him ihe
most. The name he gave him wasg Emeka, This man and his wife wer&

J spirti-worshipers ai the time; therefore, they raised their chiid iike his
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father-and gave him the Europesn flute mat he ot when he dic the porter-

work, He said to him, " Ty son, {ake the Tiute and playit, and When Liﬁi.!
grow up | will tell you what the strung riah and the nmhﬂn did before he
got the venom. From that tima on, Emeka couid De seen playing his Thie,
tootie tootls Loolis oo, He did not Targel that his Tather said that he
would 1811 him aboul ths 7luis,

Ermeka was quils & small person. He did not gro uarg fast. His body
)iz wmt dwn mAnns Srnoidd oo tidm dremdor apsme Tdirm o iy~ Lide bhawrds
YOS THIL 130 WSO WINPT LTAIER VI JHY YWWao fihe L ULU'&L‘EH! EHJ"? PHID 1Unids
and Teel were skinmy, Hig Tips were also very thin i ons 11355' &t him
ciosely, niz spirit would be Tilied with compazzion. He was not ':;,rg
aciive, but one would noi say thal he was compieiely inacilive. 17 you
igoked inlo bis syes, they Twinkied 1ike siars, e 'aesiafng when he was
angry. indeed he was a DIt frall when he was a child, bul his Dones wers

f
sirong. There was noihing his peers couid do Detier than he when i1 came
ig ihings done with the hands and feel. The only reason he was a bit Traii
al ihal time was ihal there was & time when a big mmg happened in their
nousehoid: his parenis separaied Ti’;eg no mﬂgﬁ_r}we_a together.

But thai eveni was not 4 quarrel. -1 wiii not mgcuss ihai herauw n‘
ihe winelapper 161d what he saw while ug in the paim irm:s i wnuid
revasl ihe secrels of ihe spirils. &1 that time he and his father had their
ande Tull tn working 1o ook after their house. Emeks had ﬁ!?!’i?ﬂ of good
sense. He was inieliigent jike an aduil.

Eariy ong morning, he woke up, greeied bis Tather and sooke his
nraise name. His fathar answered him gladiy. wWhen he saw thal his Talner
was in good spirite, he asked him 1o 1811 mim whal 11 was e zaid that he
¥ I Him !’f.'li‘iF’F'?'i ing his {iute on the day he gave i1 1o him. When
Okore heard ihis, he was happy. He shouled, “Oh, ohl The agfo (leafy
green 'sfegafaaw has produced what was expacied of 1 Tne ancesiors
indeed sald truly thal & thing 13 not Tacking in the heart i7 11 exisied from
inning, | have reincarnated while s1il1 alive, My son who

iies fiz Tather, | will 1811 you thatl when you have grown up.” Emeka
I, nodded, and siaried 1o go about his dulies. Whet made his Talher
I i fhing Tike inis was that his chitd was very small when he
5 hat fiute. He did noi know anutiing at thet time. Okoro didn't
know ihat his son remermbered thal, so when he realized that Emska was
siariing io become wise in childhood, he was happy. 11 was then thatl he
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knew that his son would be wise as he (Tkoro) and his ?'i 'seahe were: What
Cheoro had in mind was thel his sob would not suifer neadisssly, 88 he did
whan e dig the porier work and the slevedore wm*i-\é e suge of jack ot
agucalion. Hig aniy desire was that Emeks should start schoot whan he
regthed that age.

CHAFTER 2 -
EMEKA BOES TO SCHOOL -

& fooiish person says that if something does not ﬂanJF'ﬂ w mm smsen B
iimes he will not Tearn from his misiakes, :mska father *-'aaﬁ :nar it

- as enough Tor someihing to happen 1o him twice. 3o, wherz rs'fs srm mﬁ’lﬂ

reached over hiz head 10 his sar { wag Lall enoughi he h:a;ﬂ i thai h#
would start school, Emeka was 5-happy about this. He {0koro) had mgh
hooes because he knew thal his son had the inteliigence 1o tearn quickiy.
But someihing hapoened thal dic not make Emeka and his Tather haopy. _
When Igbe and Okoro’s brothers heard thet he was pienning o send his son
tir school, they shouted, “The goat 15 giving Dirth on the {etherl He who
Knows gveryihing aboul the world, who 1oid him thel 8 man's Tirst son
should go to schionl?” They then called o family meeting, and went 1o
Dkoro’s house. Okoro greeled them, and addressed them with polite titles,

He gave ihem kola and pepper pasie and said, “My brothers mpei'mg
ihiz morning, ah, ahi | did not hear a sound from abave or below.” They
iaughed and gald thal nolhing had happensgd, rather that 11 was said that it
#as ihe wmwg thal cuts up the bad gost. The oldest among them then
took ihe kola and Digssed 11, zaying,

“Lef our ancesiors, sai kols.

iei the Lord eat kola, 7 -

Lel whalever does something Tor us eal kola.

Let ihe mcsrmng take evil awal

Lel ihe sun give us good things.

My brothers, may dou Tive.

May Dkoro and his hiousehold Tive. o

The ong who says ihat carr;mrsma ihat enisied from the Deginning
will not coniinue 1o ayist,

Let nim zee whal Taces him.

H gne who bore & ¢ i’ﬂ%‘i 58l

i ihat his s'-h?'ﬁf il not bury fim 7 he
gies, lel gur tand iak:

4z i
a ook at bHim”
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The brothers repiied, “ameni ameni ameni” They ihen chewed the kola and

thanked Okoro yell.

The ohie Whu EHES:-EG the ifma zhea ts:nak ms apm ang: n::}d Dknm T.E’sﬁt

they had come o his house. That an important thing had happened, a big S

piow had been struck. Thatl seeing and not speaking was bad Tor aduits,
and speaking and not hearing was bad for children. That tr‘feu had heard
that ha was preparing 10 Send his son, Emeka, 1o sthool, and that they r*ati

o e mamann o met o aels B 17 b A that 2 man's Firad onn ﬂ-n'u“'i
ui:'-!‘.u?:‘ LL‘ LL‘EE“—‘ L“lu St 1i§13F EDOITS l\ltC‘zT ‘.i!ut ol TRIGIE Q@ F 14 @& DAY QUIIVNWHIR Hk‘l.

36 1o church or school, That I he went, there wouid be no one 10 bury his
Tather socording ia tu\t%‘.‘fa"ﬂ hegause the church people would not et him
go and bury his Tather according to the ways of those who believed in
mms .’a giso said that they did not want hig son 1o go o schood, Bul iV
2 31ubDorniy seni him, no on@ among tham would bury bim if he died,

L

.“‘...‘:T-‘

This asionished Dkoro, in his heart, he Knew what he would say; but
how he should say i1 was & big probiem Tor him, He opened his mouth and
ciosed 11 5gein. He guiped and swallowed, and 1o1d them that he was
grateful for the advice they had given him. He aiso said thal i1 showed
that if one's Tamily members did not know a thing, his Triends would show
pirme He Tooked around at them and said that thare was sameathing that
made the cocoyam sgueal.- He then toid them hoaw he had been & ﬂu?‘t‘er and
how he had worked on the shores of the Onitsha river.

He told them everything that his t‘:amaanmm whi \rxere adm ateu and

could spask English had received in those two piaces, but fie iost atl those

thinge compietely Decause of not being educaied. He told them that it Wwas
because of this that he had decided that any chiid of his must go to school
IT he died and his corpse was abandoned, 11 would not grieve his spirit as
Tong 88 his children went to school and became aducated.

Then s brothers sa6id a few words 1o him and refurned 1o thelr
hormes, Bul when they were leaving, they {oid him ihai they sooken oul
aboutl what they had obgerved and that the child will support his head with
whichever hiand he wanis. They left. Okoro then jaughed and said that i7
one 1old a person something ne knew nothing aboui, 11 woild be a5 Lthough
he were chopping {irewood in the Toresi of the spiriis. He calied his son
and 101d him to get ready, that he was going 1o start school the nexi day

The child was very hapoy Decause 11 was something he very much wanisd
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Wiz fainer Dought hirm evaryining thel was necassany Tar school that day.

Pigha was no %ax oy because she was thinging of the things Emeke’ 5
going 1o schood would ring to them, So she went and toid her Tather wha
¥was going io happen, This ";e.s -1 har Tather very much Decauss he was i;%“n:e
chiaf n“'zzeu gf their ishd's deiiy that was colied Ududonks of ihe river. He

ihen sCoiged & 1ol and said that what bothered nim o was that Ududonka of
the river would KiT1 tham 7 11 knew that Okoro and ki househdid wers
uumu 1o Decome Christians, He want with M ngu iG the house of his son=in-
Taw, Okora, and the 1wo of them {aiked aboul Emeka’s going 1o schaol. The
man trisd 98 hard 85 he coyld 1o keep his grandson, Emeka, from going to
achaol, but e was unsuyccessful., 5o he went home in sadness,

s
e
H

Okoro was determined, because one who Knows whers he 15 gotng
does not siumbie on the ground. He said to Emeka, "My son, it 1s your iife
ihat | am Tighting Tor. it is uour future that | am trying to :freng’fhﬁn
Flease, whenever dou go eiiher 10 schog] or to church, isten atisntively
ig what ihe {sac hsrf Are ieaching ga:su Giart today 1o know that 1ife ig in
ihe ears. Have dou heard, my son?’ | " He repiied, “Yes, my father”

emeka went oul and 1oid a1 the neighboring chiidren that he was
going io start going {0 school, The occupation of Emeks and those chiidren
uzed {o be ih
children's ga

rin
ai of hunting rats, Hizards and sguirrels, and pisying various
rms w’rar:n he toid them wig siory, they | broke out into
iaughier, 54 a:a Emeka, our comrade, you are 105t Tike the geasoning in
the 20un 00 ,5; ou reaity pelisve that dou will join those who Torsake
the yam and forzake the cocoyam and go 1o school, just Hike thet? They
poinied out io é‘m’ that he should understand thai sveryihing that was
done and igarned about a1l the cusioms that ks Tather observed would be

iost o nim it ‘isf ther disg,

|“I '::“"i

He ansyrered them humbiy that everuthing they sald was true; but fis
father had 1oid him how he would Denefit fr o going 1o school, so he and
hig father thoughi that there was nothing io prevend him from going to
school. He gigo 10id them various things his Tather hed 10id him about
school, They 1o1d him that thelr eyes and ears did not convince then of

what he said. They 1aughed loudiy al him and ran of 1.

En




O

()

The Tirst day of school arvived. Emeks’s Tather got him ready end
gave dim avardihing thet he needed, He theh 1ook hig Zuropean Tlute and
st i in bis pockel and went Yo school. He wenl with a certain parson

Trom thair combound, yho had been going 1o schoot betora, want together
gxora had askad that person Lo show him the way. They reached the sthool
ipy

nﬁa‘h"& T!‘}:f‘ie i}‘sQ“’ it taak him s thoir toemhoe amd i

oo
R L IO Wi ia RUURN feff) Ll wig i iBObiI0l o LUEU HHH LHLL IIC

‘&S @ new student. The teacher was happy, patted Emeka and replied tu_
’nia greeling. He took Emeka’s right hand, placed it across his hesd and -
saw 1hat 11 reached his ear. He took them ail inta the schaol. That was -
now Erneka bagan s schooling.

He sufferad grestiy bocause of his going to school. There wasng
schoul inhis Lown, 8o he attended school in another town. it was seven -
miles from their house to the school. This meant that he was traveling
fourteen miles every day. He traveled thel distance from the timehe
staried school until he Tinished the sixth grade. Another thing was that it
wag ot his mother’s desire for him to go to school. Every day, instead of
fris mother telting him to go and bathe and eatl before going o school, &8
did other siudents whose schoul was Tar away, what she Lol him was

“Emeke, sweed the compound. Sweep ihe “%ﬁté*-sE‘ wWarm upihe Tood, Go un d
mul the goatls Inlo their enciagure, Go Yelch waler and bathe Tor school)

ued there and saw that he comoleted all of these things before
CHeOT every day. This meant that he did not get to schooion
day he suffered for not getiing io schogl on time. Sometlimes
gd. Zomeiimes he did work. Oiher times he felched water.
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One day, the ieacher took those who were ate, Tlogged him and broke
ine ihumb of 1z right hand. His hand swelied up 411 the waly Lo his
shoulder. Emeka coilapsed on the ground in o heap. Perspiration ran all -
ower hig Dody. Soon the perspiration dried up and fiis m:u:m Decame
compleiely cold. He was shivering and feveris 1 He was unable io m;.- He
ey on fhe ground shivering. Tears ran out of his syes.

The siudenis who suffered with i then were afraid and they ran -
away, The chiidren from ETuiu who were ihere began io cru. They lified
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Emaka and be Tell to the ground. The teacher who had flogaed him did nat
know what to do. He kneil down, took him by both hends and Hifted him up
He fell down, his Tever relurned, making his pody hot enough 1o Cook yams
it an instani. The teacher hed no more strength. He sat guh ﬁeaxmu an -
the ground, held his head in his hands and crisd, “Oh my Godi Oh 1Y fatheri
G, 1 am Tosti Oh, Emeka has kilied mel Emeka, mu ohiid, plesse-get un.
Qh, gel up for mal What do you want me to do for uou? Hiaaqe a:aet up my
chitd. whataver you 181l me to give you | will give you”

while these if t Qs were happening, one child ran and called the
heggmaster, wha s:ts 2 what had happehad, He was very upset. He
touched the ohil éam‘j s outed, "Oh, o What I8 this? God please have
rerny on your ciildren” The teacher was shouting and throwing himself
on ihe ground. He ran and Teil down betore the hesdmaster and said to him,
"My master, jook at ma. 1 am iost. Emeka, my chitd, don't Tet this happen.
Fam lost. what shall | tell my God? | am dead”

The headmasier had compassion. He sent messengers and they weni
and oroughi him hig Dicycie. They carried Emeka on i1 o the dispensary
ihat was near thelr school. The dispenser then gave him various kindg of
medicing. He a1s0 Lold the teachers that the children who had come with
them 1o the n’r:f neari should go home, that Emeka would be a1l right very
s00n. He told them that what caused the thing 1o overcoms him like that
was that the ci’iiid-i‘aad no food in his siomach, Also, perhaps he had run
oo long when he was coming to school. That 1t was thoss things ; that

warked togethner 1o cause him to heve & nigh fever and chills when he B5 _
bealen. when they got ready io ieave, Emeka opened his eyes and jooked at
tnera Tor & yinuie. They then said they were sorry and told him 1o carry
on, He ar}'“ﬁﬁmgvr them with-his eyes, and they ieft,

tT.'J.

Atier school wes oul, the headmasier and ihe teacher and a Tew
studenis Look ihe bicycle, went 1o the disper 15arY and carried Em !»'a iohis
nouse. The dispenser had given them medicine 1o put on his finger thati had
been Droken. ‘when they entered Okorg's houss =gm3 was cooking junch.
She Tooked and saw her son on the bicycis, ran out and shouted f::rd 5i<
ther i the Dicycis bad run over iﬂm Oxors was not gt home & the
i

T;Eg then 1oid the woman what had d happened 10 her son.

m

Trey apologized 10 her, gave Emeka money 1o buy something 1o oleass him,
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then greetad them and Tefl. About Tifteen minuies sfter they ieft, Okoro -

Lame homa, His wite then relatad to him whatl had happenad, and told him
ihat she aiso said in the daginning that Ududonka of the river, their land's
detiy, would not be haopy that Emeka was going to school, He should sae
now thet they had not gone Tar and already had bad Tuck, She alse sald thet
ane did not have 10 1811 @ deal person thal the market was on Tire; that i7
SOMeone Wi Knew more than his ancestors saw with both of his eyes, he
would agree that whal happenad to Emeka was iy the beginhing.

Thiz hurt Okoro a 1ol He asked Emeka how 1t happened, Emeka toid
him how he was jate to school and why he Tailed to get there on time, and
ihal a ceriain lescher floghed him and he feli down. He aiso told his
rathar thatl his mother had not given him any breakfast that day; and how
ne ran himseit to death on his way to schoot decause his mother had not
aiiowead him Lo go to school on time. Okoro then comforted his son, tel m:a
ify Lo Keap on Wying. He aiso comfor tEu him avery day unin his nnnef

heated. Okora's brothers humiliated him because of what happened to his -

son. 11 also brought on big quarreis between him and Mgbg.

& consoiation for akoro and hig SOn was %m the téa:.ner: ana
studenis snd other church aﬁame came to see Emeka every day. They

brought him many gifts and various nice things. This made Emeks bear his

iiiness happity for @ Tew days, and then he recovered. He amd his Tather
did not jisten to what his mother and the others were saying about
Ldudonka o1 the river, in arder thal Emeka should not sufter further, his
Tather seni him 1o Tive with 8 teachar, He Tived in his houss until he had
compieied the sixth grade.

The good Lhing about Emeka’s going 1o school was that he was
tearning & 1oi end passing ail hiz examinations. A1l those who taught him
foved rim very much. 11 was not ﬁmf; DeCausE z' WS m’femgpm bui
ecause his behavior and his dealings with his fellow students were
gacelient. This is whiy any 1ime hie wag in need, one would be sure 1o see
people puiiing themseives oul to help him. For exampie, s'é’hi-"i’i he was in
fifth grade & certain girl who was in the same grade iook her schooiboy,
which was made of metal, and placed 11 on the road. Later Emgka went to
show their teacher what he had written, Al ihat time he was fooking over
hia book and seeing what had been written for hirn in his book. He didn’t
se8 the box, siruck his fool on the edge of it and hurt his toe. He then fell
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- able to read and write, 1t was he whom they called, and he read them that

- nelp Adi do her‘ pumshmem wark Then*' teacher baw them whﬂe theg-w
R -wm‘kmg He asked Emeke and the nthers whg theu wer B heipmg
- and-they told him.- ‘He exclaimed, ' Dhnl Emekat That § qnnﬁi" -He-then teld

them-to go home, and theu ail went giaiﬂu ‘Because-of wht E

- those children did not hold any grudges: agamst the others:

~and Enuhsh He was ﬁ]ﬁu 'tha anig one
- -achool: At nrst when samean& hrauqht”
~ bought gam and ahukens took meat ahd nsh anii caakaé deht:'

- paper for them and told them what the District Officersaid they had to-

gxr dr‘e% Then bhe started 8 nqht mth mm‘ , :
- could beat up Emeka: i"ieanwhne ath thase in Emeka-s raw txath ma}e ande
- female, fought with the girl angrily.

Their teauher‘ th&n made them sit dawn am} ne qmei He sett}eu

- their quarrel and also gQave ,i::umahmant to Emeka and- the qn‘i for f!ghtmq

afier school, the atht—*r cmiuran wined Emeka in dmng his pumshment
work., When theu were iaavmg the giri heqan to cry, heaause the wark

given her as the guﬂtg one yas very heavy. Also, noone helped her in her

Work.: Emeka felt sorry-when she or 3&6 so he- asked hIS friends ta qn am‘i
ere

~ While Emeka was in third-grade he

than went o annther tnwn aﬂd uailed o 8 edurateﬂ persen: and gave-him-
those things: Theg alsa ‘gave him maneq and he agreed ttr r'ead the‘-»t-ax

pay for each-one, ahd '\‘.‘hﬁi th&u ﬁn h&ﬁ o ﬁ?Dﬂ!}t‘E But W?}Eﬁ 'U't& Ehﬂd was

......

paper. They then started giving him the things theu were qwing ta the

- peaple of the ather town who used to read Tor them.

Gikor and fis son 1old them that they dian't want them o give

Emeka those ihings, because it was 1ike something @ person who ti’ﬁ"le'fﬁﬂ D

would return and show his brothers: that that was whg Emmeka went tﬂ
5chr::a} Then 1hey knevr that Dk’arn Was titmg a ;:tm*ferb tothem abnm

' when theg tﬁed t0 keep Emeka from-going to saham meg thanlred hir and

his son Gﬁﬂ 1336 ?'ﬂi’{'i that thsu agreeﬁ that 6‘ ﬁEH"U’ﬁ’*JE?EG !Z!F'i"SClF!

: surpaased a grag-halreﬁ BBF’SUH in kﬁowiedge
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- of the ieather wha hat:l ?aught Emeka and the Erthers i the smth graﬂe
.&fter they i’iﬁd drur:k th& wine, Eiksmnthﬁmfea the«teacher fand satuted hi
with ” ﬁag gaﬂ nﬁt diex ﬁﬂE whﬂ keeps i : | '
returned the mag gw not: me -=~greetmg ﬂkaru then-told him that the

o -ana the wmte perac?m are Tike: father angd- san -He: has made it.”

_-g-_um:f he had thaugh’f of evergthmg passlb}e bui"'éﬁde not ’Lhmk of &ngthmgw G
“he could do; and Emeka was smaller than-a ra? Excegt for that he fright- oo
= ga and ook {or white-cellarwork.-

© That child was aiso the ohe wha wrote aﬂd reau then‘ ietters far an e
the people of his nau*ehuin Alt the children who aughed-at himv whaa he e
began to Qo to school respeetea:i hlm saying that they wished theg yere -

- Tike him. Sﬁme of them came and aqkeﬁ him to teach them the aiphahat ------ =
- He bore no grudge. He was very happy that he could be taachmg g o

H

- friends, so he taught them at home as mueh as he could: He didn’t remind - -
: -;--them that hl? remembered the when theu %aughed»fi udl -at h% "

-- *FHAPTEE‘ 4
“EMEKA GETS WHITE-COLLAR WORK -

‘Those who were in 6th grade passed their examinations well-inthe

- year that Emeka and the others were in the sixth grade. He was among theif_"_'; e
- ien people who passed very weﬂ among the ?6 whu tsﬂk the smth grade
- examination in their schogl thai year, “This made him and his father verg

happy. But one problem they had was that Okoro-did not have the money to- -

~ send hig son to high school, Another was that the child was very small to -
_do white-collar work. Theg did rmi: knﬁw Whﬁt msg were going to dﬂ

One day, Okoro and his son took a keg-of-wine and went to-the home -~
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. wnrk Theu thanked him ang ieﬂs—---)

- teacher’s house. He-and the teacher wrote to three groups ‘-whu were-hir
- peopie, asking that they take on Emeka to-do white-colar work. After one

- waek, they had m:si recewed aﬁg }etters Aﬂer thf'ee wee&s fng o
- supervisor anaw‘ered then‘ ietter am:i tma the teat:her ta nnng the hng=-f nr-
- him to see. The teacher took him.- '

The suparyisor was & white man. He talked wnth thevm ahnut Emeka
- The boy answered correctly all the que:.tiana the-white man asked hzm
- His English too was excellent The white man told the teaahar that he was
80Ty fnf‘ the bay because he wauidn t be able to dn the job ha Wanted tn
- give hzm But he;a&se he lked: the baq vergmw.,h he wauld take h!r‘ﬁ and
~-send him to-ajunior high)school where he-would stey wr"ane year and: -
- Jearn about the work-he would-be doing. - )
- before he nmaheﬁ & gear 1 that s-schaai-:- ha ¥ ould graw an ‘be-able-to-do
-};the white-c cmar mn that: he |

P e

N ‘Elkara haw theg haz:l fareﬁ He thanke_a-tham ﬂffthaﬁked Eacf /
~-guided them on their }aurneg Ukoro started-from that time on to-find-the
-~ money te-pay th&t Fee. -

) in three wne?s the ietter frﬂm the wmte man had alrg&dy arrwed

- The letier told them evergthmg needed tcn goio that | gumsr ﬁig{gschﬁm fmd i

 when sf:%‘;ﬁm would 5tari when aeve thmg Emﬂka needed had been tn:;ughi.

- he went and staried to aitend that ﬁm&;ﬁngh school. Mothing like this
had ever been heard of in &l of Efulu. Everyone ;aid that God had E]E'-!Eif-”ﬂ ,
Okoro and his household since his son had gone 10 WMQh 55!’;00 anﬁ S f-
that it was they who now knew what the white man was sauing. As for -

Okoro himself, he was extremeig happy. His facs showad nrﬂg ﬁff;ﬂes H1S
{ ) < mouth was filled with praises for bod and pragers fnr hig son’ 9 r.irsgress
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: whenever & war is wer peup}e carr q hame the h:mt share the Hpmls

o of Wwar, and covvards start to teil-stories about w{nat happenecs to them

- Now, peopie saw that henents Wauw be derwe&’ ?rt:sm Emeka g gmng ta

--school. i"igtm i:tt:tasteé 1t angnne avary coyghed, she would say to iy o

“Have you heard that my son has gone tajﬁgitschncﬂ“ What suff ermg mg e e
husband and { have endured inthe mhnnlmg of that child. ’when next uear' S

- comes and he starts to do white-collar work, we will-know if we can- )

o ___retch w&ter and ﬁi"‘! k nk one day:” She wag dmngtm; all the izme _beastint{ '

- that her san waa 1n-h+&h schoal: But ahe wag-the ohe- wha had ‘said-the

_‘-;_‘--‘-_';--Emeka went to- Sz,huu} Ududanka of- the river ?:wnuia ewtermmate her-and-

- her-househald. - o

Emeka was a gﬂ!}d chﬂﬂ
-~1ucif he dﬂggee mm

He g;g wpﬂ m aH ihe:-_e m

thﬁ’f ﬂkannﬁgha (csne who knows more than ms fﬁti‘!&l’) had seen, that ti’;eg

- would know who wolld barg him accordmg 1o custnm *::im:e ms san Was: g

 Christian; thet they spoke { to Okoro) when things wers at their best Byt
: '3 the spirits cloged mc Bars anﬁ did rmt allaw ﬂksrc 1@ hstsn o what theg
g said i him and m}w the 30tnn51 fbﬁd ﬁm mai ¥ h&d Been r:augm in tbp ir*aﬂ
 Mgbo did not know what 10 do. ohE was in- tsars Peopie sent: teiegrams
- and taid Ermeka what had hﬁm}ened He then crled 'xierg rnuch ‘whernthe -

S - hov he Was crgmg mmseh’ 5wk he }ﬂmeﬂ the t:tthers in cﬂmfnrtmg mm
" He then took him aside and asked him how much-work he-had io do.-

Emeka humb}g told him that it was-the yolume c;f w

S -'-_faaid o mm ﬂg child; be cnmfﬁrf : ook
\) - ther called & faw crf the i'ngh sehau} genple am:i tum them tn ﬁszﬂl"ﬂBﬁﬂg




-_crﬁwﬂ peame saw hm‘; ané mes Df‘ﬁ. b _

- 300, your education has ifmeﬁ gt Sﬂeatfmg but- nat hsienmg hﬁs 'kﬂ‘}ed
- mel”’ Thie: i:n:ug then cried o 1ot and said-that what hurt him the mﬂst wa=

- that hig father had fmr?ad but had nnt rEﬁﬁf-"d thF‘ ﬁpneflis of i'ns work

~ His high school companions and his father’s friends came and 1ifted hm's
- from the olace where he had fallen o his father’s body and comforted mm

His brothers then teok him in the back of ’the hﬁuse and tr.iid him that nt
was nol crying thal was important. That 1f he knew what :?muid be done

1o hig father, he should tel} them; tf‘;at t!’seg had said ai f]f'S"i that he

should not go 10 school but should atag in the town and learn what hlz

- companions were le:*rmng, that he and his father did not agree and now h‘.
- has come down on us; that the water that remamed in the shard stayed -
there for the ﬂag ‘They did not. let mm a;‘?&ﬁk and begaﬁ o enumerate to
him the things he must: ﬂﬂ BF‘fDi’E theg would agree to tlUﬂ:‘!‘-ma father ﬂ:rr

hirm. The wag they ﬂsait wrth mm caused the bay tor start___uﬂ crg -ﬁgam.

-?.;"'The woman qmeﬂg cried verg n'iuch

- Her fzgee began 13 swell.- WHen Emeka hear& ms mnther 5 weem ﬁg,r_-‘_ e

- was sorry-for her and went tc: jmn her in msurnmg ﬂ;fierward he
- comforied i’n; rnmher and ta?d her not to-cry, that God's wm had tlEEﬁ
- done, They ihen brﬁugn’r out the ‘money they had come horme: 'mth and d}d
- eyerything necessary {o bury & person, They buried Okoro- accﬁrdmg tx}
tradition. The boy gave his father a better funeral than other people WEt’E
- giving. It was amazing to al} his brothers and all the peopie of Efulu: 1t

surpriged them the way the boy brought money to do big things like that,

- especially ihat he used cement io build & monument at his father’s grave.
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They said that no one could tell whal the boy would do; thet Gkorg
had gore away bl Okaro had been replaced. Emeks gnd the others then
returned gnd the school closed for the end of the year. The white man then
took him and gave kim & white~collar job. Now, Emeka had oacome a
white-coliar worker. The plece they sent him Lo do thal job was very Ter
gway. The name of the pisie was Ndoki.

CHAFTER 3
EMEKA HAS A JOB

Erneka didn't know the place whare he would be working and he had
never in his 1ife heard the name of that town. He didn't know haw he was
going Lo get there. His heart was very heavy. He didn't know what ta do
St he went all around thehigischool asking the students who had come
from various towns in Nigeria 17 they knew the town called Ndoki. Many of
tham told him that they did nol know where il was. The day after he asked
the questions, someone came into the house where he fived at the schooi
and asked the residents if it was there that the person who was going to
Ndgki Vived. Emeka interrupted him and announced, "My Triend, it is L.

What has happaned? Do you know where i1 §g%"

He caid ges, thal he Knew,; that he had neard thatl there was someone
going o Ndoiki and decided 1o come and find oul whi i1 was, because he
was from Ndoki, Emeka wag delighied. He greeted the Ndgki person ang
said to him, "My brother, piease cul me a plece of Tish because you have
returned from Gru” {proverh: give me mars information] They sel down
in Emeka’s house. That person (han told him everything he kKnew about
Mook, Fromowhat his Triend Loid him, he Tound out that Trom their house
to that Lown was 203 miles. Many things he heard about that town plegsed
him, Bul there were aiso some things that he regretted very much. Whet
they ﬁnisheﬁmschnah they went on vacation for six weeks,

H LA ik .

During the vacation he toid his Tamily where he was being sent to
wark, and bought things that he neaded to go {o that town, The fact that
the tawn was very Tor of 7 warried his Tamdiy & 1o, becayse Emeka was hot
old enough 1o go to & faraway place. They then encouraged and comforted
fim and told him that he should go and that nothing would happen 1o him,
They told him thal he should persevare in his work when he amived, that

¥t
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they would orag for him, and that the spirii who gave him palm kernel
windid aiso give him a slone with which 1o sirike §i

vhen the time came 10 siart work, Emeka prepared well and went o
Ndoki. He traveled for a iitile more than two daus before arriving, When
he goti there, he went 1o greet the supervisor there and informed hirm that
he had arvived. The sunervizor welcomed him. He took him and showed
fim the house where he would live, and showed him various places where
they would work. The place where he wag going 1o live pleased him
greaily. He was happy that the superyisor had received him well.

The supervisor went and rounded up a Tew children to help Emeks
carry tiis things into the house and arrange everything well; his house then
tonked Ting. The children who had helped him then weni home. He went
out inin the yard and 1ooked the place over. The house given Lo him was g
corrugaied iron-roofed house with three rooms. 115 walls were made of
cement blecks. The ceiling had been covered well, & mixture of gellow
and graen paint had been applied on all ihe walls of the house.

park red paint which was deep, like something one had put oil inio,
vwas used 1o decorate all the corners. 411 the windows and doors in the
house were large and beautiful, They had been painted red. This made the
nouse very atiractive to the eye and really beautiful. Emeks 1ooked around
and saw that many Tlowers had been planied around that houge. The
flowers were filed with beautiful Diossoms. Thet is how a1l the nearby
hiousas ooked a3 well, All of the houses there had been Duiit in & row.
Well-mowed bahama grass had been planted ail over the lawns there.
There were many fiowering trees. Small paths had been made leading into
the yards there. The breeze blowing there was refreshing One who saw
hiow that place had Deen beaulified would not gearn at all to reiurn Lo his
father's houge,

¥hern he had seen 811 these things, he was delighisd. He grinned from
gar Lo ear. He nodded and said, "Lord of Tife, | thank you. May the good
thinas siso existing in Olu which is 1n {24, nol sscape me, Father, please,
may these good things be beneficial. They are very pleasing” He entered
ihe house jogfully and resied

The nexi morning, Emeka prepared well 1o go to big job, Al the
16




workers recaived him smilingly and with nleasure, and greeted him. The
workers were mosily mature aduits. Only Emeka and two others ware Lhe
goung men in the group. They then started to work, Their wark weni well,

They wers happy also Decause they 411 Tiked gach other, They got
alang with each other ag though they were brothers. Decause of the way
they took pleasurs in working well, their supervisor paid Lthem & monthiy
salary that satistied them, giving them bonuses and money 1o help in
yarious ways. 11 was in this way that the Lord took Emeka to & place 203
mites away, pul hirm in good fortune, then took galt and put it in his mouth,

One smali difficuiiy he had when he Tirst arrived concerned the
Mdok] Tanguage. They spoke 1gbo as the people in Emeka’s place did. Bui
their diatect was different. There were aiso words they had that other
lgbos did not nave. Things like “tete,” which was “father,” “kukuhi,”
which was “fever,” and 5o on. 1t took three months for him to stert to
undersiand their diglect well. An exampie of the way it gave him
difficuiiy was that one day, he had & guest. The guest was one of his
relalives. He had come from a digtant place 1o see Emeka, When he came,
more than 20 days of the month had gone bu. The food Emeka had for that
monih was almost ail gone. The money he had tefi for food was oniy a
few shiliings. Bul he was pieased that the man had come because the two
of thern had not seen each other for a long time. They exchanged greetings
and embraced each other and Emelts gave hira kola, After they had eaten
the kola, Emeka 1o1d bim to wall Tor hirm while he went and ran around,
that it 1z gaid thal & fool does not Know Lhal his brother is an honored
guest, and he then wend gyt

He Lopk the few shillings that were 16l among his things and weni
1o buy sormeining with which to entertaln hiz brother. Thatl day was not a
markel day for the people of thal place. Moy was there a market being heid
rigarby on thai day. 5o he weni 10 & place where people sometimes brought
put things they wanted to zell. There he saw & woman going along
carrying a basket of yams and one Targe fish and half a jar (=1 gal.) of
paim wine. He called her and the woman came. He helped her put her load
dover and Degged her Lo please sell him those things, that he had an
unexpecied guesi and he had nothing 1o give kim. The woman 1o1d him that
she did not understand what he was saying.
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Heither of them could understand the labo of the siher. She than told
Emeka o put on her joad, that she was in a nurry to gel 1o her destination,
Emeka thought aboutl what 1o do; he Torgol and shouled saying that not
understanding Ndoki gbo had coused him to be "if you don't clsar the land
you do not glant yams.™ He started to gesticulate, begging her like & deaf
and dumb persan to gell him those things., He took out money and shawed
it to her. He refused to put those things on her head, because he did not
know another place where he couid get them. Also, he did not understand
the waman's language, if he asked her to show him where he could buy
sych things. When she saw that he did not want to put on her leac and he
kegi on begaing her, she became angry because she did hot understand

Swiat he was saying. Gther thoughts came 10 her mind, because of the way

he calmed down and begged her. 1 1s said that when it comes o eating
crunchily, the child’s mind gues 1o the orab. Those who are traveling at
pight know thal one sees Tlies awake gl nighl. When her mind went 1o
things Emeka hwd not thought about, she starled to shout, telling peonle Lo
come and see the young chitd who was still sucking breesi, staying there
a1 {he highway in the hot afternoon sun, asking her something she could
fpat make head o tail of. Several people gathersd sround

The wormat then Lold them how the Two of them had met and what
Emaka had done and what she thought shout his begying. 5o they told
Emeka L0 tall his side of the story. He started to 1ell what happened. Sut
nore of them understood whal he was saying. They then teld him to keep
quisl and sdread with what thelr sister said; they took Emeka and said
thal they would Lake him to the house of their chiel. While they were
going to the chief’s house they met a certain person there who worked in
the same place as Emeka. He saw him and shouted and asked his people
what had happened. They told him. He then reported to Emeka what they
had said and asked him whatl had happenad,

He then explained how he had a guest, how he had heeh jooking for
something to buy, how he had seen the woman and whatl he haed asked her
The man was very angry because of the way those people had treated
Emeka. He Tirmiy told them what Emeks had said and sceided them, telling
them that they should not do somathing Hike this again, thal 11 would give
ihem # bad nama. when (hey understood what happened, they were very
sorvy, especially the saiman, They asked Emeka and the man Lo forgive
thern. The worman drought him the yam and Tish and wine thal had caused
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the trouble, and took aniy iy shillings and sizpence from him. Emeka
thanked ihem very much Tor the way they had trealed him in the end. He
then thanked the man who had saved hira very much. They all went home
taughingiy and goodheartedly. You can imagine how Emeka’s brother felt
whiet he reached the housge and 1aid him whatl had happened. Nevertheless,
they 1ook it as & slory,

Okoro’s son was fortunate in his work, Before two uears when he
#outd have gone on [is Tirst Dyo-month vacation, he was promoied to a
higher nosition on the job. 1 was the pogition of supervisor in one of the
departments. The reason the white man gave him this important position
wag thal be knew his work well, He was very humbie. He was always
smiling, and wag good to Jook al. The managers of thelr office Tiked him
more than the others. They almost embraced him and went close Lo him as
though be were a goung girl. Bul best of alt was that he did not drag hiz
fest in delivering messages. He did not tire of his work. His life was
noting bui work; sharp understanding entered the marrow of his bones.
These good gualities helped him in his work, His supervisors were
promoting him every time like carpenters raige roofs. '

11 was not only in the office that Emeks was sirong. Every time
work was over, he returned fo his house and did various tasks. Many of
them were thoge that Drought in money. His dagtime resting plus his
nighttime sleap were nol a5 much as Tive hours. any time the month
ended, Lhe money he received wag very much and made him Tearful. Thiz
made him go and put his money in a bank. The Mdoki people Toved him
because of his indusiriousness and his goodness. They used Lo bring him
many qifts. The good elders there came to his house and calied him “son
af the land.” He gave them snuff and wine. They always enjoyed him.

CHAPTER &
TwWO-MONTH YALATION

when Ermeka’s two-month vacation time came, the white man wrote
firre 5 letiar. He then prepared everything for going home. The white man
used an autormobiie 1o take for him everylhing needed for going home. On
that day that he 1eft on vacation, he brought him a beautiful motorcycie,
with iwo tafipipes. He gave him that, sauing thet it was something he
couid use Lo gel around on his vacation, and he could aiso use i in going to
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Wik when he returned 1o his job, because he had joined the supervisors in
thelr work., Emeka thanked him very much.

The white man who brought those things carried them to the Efulu
church, and pul them there. This was because the car couid not reach the
guarier Emeks had come Trom. Emeka then led the white man on foot to
his house. His viliage people gathered, shouting and hugging him and
saying, “Vou have returned.” They also grested the white man, “Good
morning, sir” Thers was dancing and joy evarywhere because of his
relurn. His mother and 2iblings were the happiest. The white man greeted
his mother and gave her meney and beautiful cloths. He also gave his
gibiings dresses and shorts, then went back, entered his car and left.

The thing that surprised his people very much was how Emeka had
grown. AL Tirst he had been g frail child. Bul now, he had grown tall and
was heavy. When he brought out his motorcycie they a1l gathered to jook
al it Al the paople of his age-group, the ones who had derided him when
he was going 10 sChool, were slaring at him like goats. They did nol know
whatl Lo say or what to de. 1L was when Emeka brought out the things he
had corme home with that they started to Tear him snd they knew that it
was not ondy that he had surpassed them ih being a Tine young man, but
that he surpessed them in every other way that a person could surpass his
companions, Some went and worked Tor him and he paid them a salary.
They calied him “our master.” He also went around on his motoroycle,
gnjoying Hite. First, he started to repair everything thet needead rapair in
their compound. He built a small house whare his mothar and siblings
could Tive, He built it with a 2inc roof.

Those two months were not & time of rest Tor him. Indeed, the
things he used it to do, both in his father’s compound and in the village,
were numerous. wWhat everygone then was doffing his hat aboutl was how he
was able 1o gather the people of his town to build seven wide roads within
the seven quarters of Efulu. When he was coming back, he had not thought
ihat he would do such great work. He never thought that roads were
imooriant 1o his townspeopia, No ahe biamed him hacause if one looked at
nis age, one saw thal he was still & child. His age-mates who stayed at
nome had not paid the annual tax. They did not know how to harvest
palmiuts. The anly thing they knew was thal at the start of @ day theg
Tilied their stomachs with cassave fufu, dusied of7 thelr butlocks,
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gathered sticks and knives to go and hunt squirrels and rabbits. They
returned in the evening and took their musical instruments and beal their
drums rata-iat~tat and went to the moondight play.

when a person does nol know & thing, necessity shows him. 1t was
the motorcycle that showed Emeka what his town needed. When he
returned with his motorcycle, he could not find & road where he could ride
it. He then parked it at the house of the church teacher who lived in their
towen. He pondered what he would do io be able {o take it home to hig
father’'s house. He thought that he must build a road. When he thought of
ihiz, he knew that others who Yived in other guariers needed a road as
ridch a5 he did. Also, he knew that he was not going Lo be able to bulid any
road withoul the help of the townspeople. One evening he weni to the
home of thedr chief and told him thet it was very necessary Tor them Lo
see thel roads were pul in all of their quarters. He alsc told the chief
that this was what the wise people in all the iowng were doing. He 8iso
said that i1 was a disgrace thal & town 1ike Efulu did not have roads
petween its various quarters, and that any Lown that did not haye roads
was & bush #illage.

The chief ligiened o him well, They discussed aboul how they
wionld call the townspeople and tell them a thing like this. They then
appointed a day to see the townspeoplie about %, Bui the chief told him
that it was ne, Emeka, who should tell the townspeople when ithey
gathered, because 11 was he who knew how 1o build the road. Emeka then
agreed that he would do 1. The chief sounded the drum for his people and
told them the day he wanied io see them in his 447 that there was an
tronoriant matier to discuss. The appointed day came. The peaple of Efuly
gathered in the a&/of their chief. Emeka dresged like the people of his
town and went 1o the chief’s a7 They all sat down. The chief came oul
and greeted them all. They greeted hirm according 1o their cusiom. He
gave Lhem kola, They broke the kola and ate. He then got up and said Lo
ihern, “Friends, good day 1o you,” and they chorused, “ihaa.” He called
them “Meazi, maszing.” They called him Ezegsudo. He then told thern that
it was true thet ne had invited them, bui i was not he who would speak 1o
ihern. He Lotd themn that he had heard Lthe thing and 11 made him happy, and
he then invited them; that the one who would tell them about 1t was Emeka
Okorn, who they knew had returned on vacation from his white-collar
work; that everything the Doy would 1211 them, he supporied; that it is

21




%,

soid thai a traveler had more kKnowiedge than one who stayed at home. He
brought Emeka out before them and said to him, A bird thel knows whai
ne oried at Tirsi, Tet him cry again so thal evaerdone can hear” He greeted
hig peonte, weni to his seat and sat down.

Emeka then greeted his people well. They also greeied him and
focused on him. He then began to tell them how roads were very important
1o them. The way be spoke, and the way his demeanor was while he was
zpeaking pleased many of therm very much. AT of his words sounded good
to them. 11 was only a few rascally gouths who said thet his words were
not good, thal he wanted them to build roads Tor him where he could ride
hig motorcycle. But in the end they agreed thet they would build seven
roads betiween the seven quariers of Efulu, They also agreed that it would
be their chief and Emeka who would supervige them when they were
buiiding ihe roads. They then named the day they would siart the work.
Emeka and the chief then thanked ther. They all went home. While they
were going, they talked only of matters concerning Emeka and his father,
Jkoro. Mow they Degan o realize the benefit that Okoro’s sending his son
to echool would bring, Lo boih Okoro’s household and 13 of Efulu.

Building the roads was no grall thing. 1 iz true that they all had
agreed that they were doing something good, but the work and troubie
involved in it was oo much for them. The first problem in it was knowing
where the roads should pass through, Anuther was being able Lo supervise
ihe Efulu people as they began the work, because many of them were
siubborn ang ignovant. Mo one agreed with what the other person seid. Nor
did afhyone aliow his own things to be used, or beneTit anoiher person even
if money was Taded [counterfeit] imkpury ego isi kwora). The chief and
Okiwe’s son knew these things, so the two of them met together and
discussed how they could oversee the work so i1 would go well,

The first thing that faced them was 1o know where the road should
go, because they knew thal no one among their people would agree that the
road showld go through their Tand. Whal caused this was that they believed
that one on whose iand the road was buill would see all of his land die
from the iraffic of humans and spirtts and animals. This meant that the
tang of that person would not produce crops at all. Another thing was that
that person’s Tand would not be much because taking out is not putting in.
In order 1o defeal this, they called the eiders of their town, Lwo people
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plus themselves to go and examine all their land and decide where all the
roads should go. They made a rule that anyone not agreeing that the road
should pass through his Tand should be excluded Tirom the events of all
their Jands. Also, the pogilion of that parsan in the village would be
worse than that of a slave who had bean bought.

They consulted about how they would supervise the people doing the
wark, 8o that stubbornness and altercations would not break out when
they started the work. They decided on these two things: that they would
share the wark; and, anyone not coming to work would be Tined. If
someons came 1o work bul did not work hard, they would fine him also,
They said thal they would divide the roadwork into five parts and divide
those who would do the work into Tive groups. One group would build one
fifih of the five roads. A person not coming (o work would pay them two
pounds and Lwo shiliings. A person coming to work but not warking hard
or being stubborn in any way would pay them Tive shillings,

There were 8130 some things they decided they would do to plaase
the young men who would do the work. They said that any elderly person
in Efulu who was unable Lo work would huy the workers one pot of wine.
it ane did nat do this he would bring them Tive shillings. The eiderly in
iheir area numberad more than ninety. This meant that IT the young men
finished work on the road for the day, they would go and drink more than
ninety pots of wine. This was a very good idea, because any work a goung
persen of £Tuly wowld do thal involved wine, you knew he would finish in
the Lwinkling of an eye.

They were people who thought that rather than wine be lefi in the
not, it shouid be 1eft in the stomach. Ancther good thing they decided on
was to invile musiciang. They said that they would beat drums for all the
raugicians in their Tand and tell them that they should round up their
insirumenis and come, making mugic for the workers every day they came
io work., The musicians they had were these: flulists, drummers, pipers,
ionye eninel, iwo gong sirikers, and those who plaued a chiefl drum. Whern
they decided on 411 these things in their meeling, they were very pleased.
They concluded thet day, and zet the road work for Ekenaato (3 Eke days
from then). While they were dizpersing, they told the chief {o teli
Ogbuekywe, the Lown orier, 1o strike the gong for their town and 18l them
the day appoiried Tor work and other ihings they had decided aboul f@;‘f:
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The chief agreed and said that an unborn child knew thal. They all then
greeted each other with "mazi, mazi,” and went home. They all were very
hapny when they Jeft, but the happiest ona was Okore’s son. He Tell in his
heart as though he had accomplished all the work he had 1o do in the worla,
He thanked God, sauing that it was He who had preparsd the way in the
great Taresi

The chief then reached his house and told the gong striker 1o go and
strike the gong Tor their peopie and tell them everyihing they had said in
thelr meating. The gong siriker then picked up his gong and set out. He
then struck hig gong; kKpo-kpo-kpo-kpo-kpo-kpo-kpo-kpo mi Epo-kKpg-koo
il kpo~kpo~-kpo il He Look g deep breath and shouted,

“Our people, 0-g-0-g-g-g ——-—--1

Chitdren and aduits O-g-of

The chigf 1oid e fo 1ell you O-o-of

That we will do road work three Eke daus from now 0-p-ol

Two pounds and two shillings from anyone who does not come O-o-o!

Gne who incurs & Tine and & stubborn one, two shillings O-o-ol

" Any elderiy person, one pot of wing B-0-0f

One who does not cooperate, Tive shillings O-0-0-o!

Musicians and their instruments O-g~o-of

whoever hears should tell his friends O-g-g-olt”
kpo kpom kpo kpom kDo kpom.

i this way he shouled his message a1l over Efulu, Everyone heard
what he said. The way they imposed fines pleased everyone. They all then
glaried to gel ready for the appoinied day.

CHAPTER 7
BUILDING EMEKA'S BOAD

it was not long before the third Eke day arrived. Al dawn, all the
musgicians played a bit on their insiruments. They announced to Efulu’s
young men that they should come out, that the day had arrived. They
saluied them in various ways, calling their names one by one, telling
everyone 1o bring his tools and come out, that something important was
going to iake place. Every young man who heard the instruments of all the
musicians, and who heard that his name was called, carried his tools, lied
his cioth around his waist, answered, and ran to the house of their chief,
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Befors six-ihirty had sounded, one did not know what 1o do with the young
men [there was & huge swarm of them] at the house of the Efulu chief. No
one Tailed Lo come 1o thal work except the oid and the sick. There was
noise averywhers, Peonle were olimbing over each othar

The flutists and the pipers picked up their instrumants, put them to
their mouths and started to DMow. The drummer was drumming his best
The dancers displayed their dances showing what they had tearned. Al
their hearts Tlew up like the wings of ostriches. Their intention was to
show them the work su they could do it vigorously . Emeka and Ezegsyde
and the eloers were very happy at the way thair people had answered their
GHE

The chief then stood where he normaity stood 1o speaketo them; he
siiled, waved his right hand 1o them, raised hig voice and said Lo them:
“Efuiu agreel” They chorused, “1 yo-ol”
“Great town agreel” They chorused, 1 yo-o!”
“Iy young men agrest” “1 yo-ol”

“Things are strongl” “We do it g-o-ol”

He then told them thati dawn had broken, That on that day they would
demonstraie that they were o great town. He thanked them for the way
they all came for that work, and told them that he trusied that the way it
was held in thetr hearts they would accomplish all the work they had on
thal day as easiiy a5 @ person smokes iobacco. They a1l Taughed and waved
their tools in the air. He then encouraged them sirongly and told them
that the elders would do well by them bu giving them something they could
i1l their stomachs with, They ihen rejoiced. He then told Emeka to come
and 1ell them how to do the work, Emeka came out and greeied them well,
They greeied him and calied him various great praise names. He then told
them how they should do the work, and divided them into five groups as
they had decided. He told everyone what they should work at and how they
should do it

They then forged ahead and weni i work. £meka and the teacher and
tyro pther elders joined them and went Lo supervise them. They a1l worked
hard with a1l thelr hearts. Stubbornness, commolion and deceiifulness did
noi occur ail all. The musicians went around taking thelr instruments and
cailled them praize names and encouraged them. Thew united in doing their
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wark well. They were also singing and chorusing, and they were happy as
Tarks [saltl One of their songs was this
Young men of Efuly;
Clear the Efulu road and go ahead,
Clear the Efulu road
Ezegsydo ETuly;
Ciear the Efulu rpad and go ahead,
Clear the ETulu road.
Ermeka, gyoung man of the town;
Clear the Efulu road ahd go ahead,
Clear the Efulu road;
Aduits of Efuiy;
Clear the Efuly road and go ahead,
Clear the Efulu road.
White man’s road goes to ETuly;
Clear the ETulu road and go ahead,
Clear the ETulu road
Emeka’s motorcycle,
Clear the Efuly road and go ahead,
Clear the Efulu road.
Those wha like good things;
Clear the Efulu road and go ahead,
Ciear the Efulu road.
Wa thank the Lord;
Clegr the Efulu road and go ahead,
Clear the Efuly road.
When i1 was Towr o'ciock in the afternoon, the people of the Tive groups
had finished ail the work they had been told to do on that day. The Teaders
had supervised them well. No one had 1o be beaten. No one had to De
atepped on. Thay then beat their drums and returned to the chief’s house,
The elders then brought them many pols of wina, Their wives brought Tood
to them there. They filled their stomachs beTare they drank the wine,
They drank the wine in peace, joy anhd plagfulness. Emeka had shown them
how to share, so that no guarreling would ensus.

after that happenad, they named another day when they would do the
road work, and wenl home. Joy Tilled the hearis of evergone in town that
day thal they began to build their road. Nothing was tatked about there
except things concerning the road and Okoro's son. To show his pleasuie
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about the progress he was causing his people 1o make, when the others had
finished the wine and were going home singing, the chief calied Emeka
into nis house. He gave him three Targe white kolanuls and told him To put
them in his pocket, that when kola reaches the house, it tells who brought
it. He entered his house and brought out @ bottle of hot wine called
“nienje” and gave it to him, and told bitm Lo pour as much a3 he was able
1o drink. He also gave him a tumbler that the Germans had given him a
tong time ago. He then took it, filied it with hot wine and drank. The chief
did the same. Emeka did not drink to the point of drunkenness because he
knew the iype of wine it was. He thanked the chief very much. The chief
thanked him 50 much because of all his good thoughts, end the way he was
able to supervise the work very well. He asked him to continue coming on
time on the day their work would take place, because it was he who was
the artistic earthworm in that work. Emeka thanked him and told him not
to worry about that. That it was he himself, more than anyone eise, for
whoimn the work was imporiani, becausge he knew the benefits it would
bring when they finished if. He also knew what a shame i1 would be if the
work Tagged behind. They then shook hands and Emeka went home.

It was not Tong until the day they had appoinied for the work arrived.
They all came out and finished all the work remaining on the road. There
was no guarreling or failing-oul that ccourred in thet work. From thal day
on, the peovle of Emeks’s quarter had a European road thal had been well
built. They celebrated the opening of the road. in thai celebration they
had various spectiacies. One of the spectacies was Emeka’s molorcycie
coming from his quarier, going around their church and returning. in the
evening of the day of celebration, a1l the people of the land went 10 the
chief’s house to answer the chief’s invitation to drink wine. During the
wine-drinking, the chief was on his throne. 1 was Emeka whom he made
chairman. Yhen he wanted to refuse, the chief laughingly scoided him and
ioid him to go and sit down. He should not think that he, the chief, would
it in the head chair because the chief was not chief in his house [on that
dayl. Another thing was that a person need cut off only one head to be
known a5 a decapitator. Emeks then satl down in the main chair. Everyone
else sal down. They then ate, drank and discussed various things about
how they would improve thelr community.

The people of that land told Emeka and the chief that il was in thelr
hands that they placed the Tinding oul and 1elling ther any yay they could
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imprave thelr town and make {1 known Tike the other towns around them.
Thelr chief and Emeka agreed with everygthing they were told.

Chukwuemeka, Okoro’s son, spoke some words o encourage them.
The chief also thanked them Tor the way they had answered his call, both
Tor the waork they did and for the wine-drinking to which he invited them,
88 it is said thatl a strong man who calls and is answered, cooks food and
sees paople eating 11, The chief ended his words and thanked them; they
dapariad.

CHAPTER @
THE END OF THE YACATION

The people of our land say thal anything one talks about is already
gone [time flies] ‘when Emeka’s vacation had passed in no time [without
difficuityl, he began to prepare 1o return to kis job. The white man wrote
him and told him the day he would Bring his car io his house and take him
and 11 his things and return to his Ndok] workplace. His mother was
nappy because of ali the work he did during his vacation; especially
Because of the house he built for ther. But there was something 1eft that
she thought her son should do to make her heart completely happy [to its
very botiom]. So she called her son to have & talk with him one evening.
wWhen he entered his mother’s house, Mgbo said to him, “Emeka, my son, |
am well pleased with you. | had great hopes and expeciations for you,
because the plant produces the same thing that was planted. Also, the
heart that loves children does not lack children. The heart of & village is
not & small one in ETUlU. Also, Your father was not a fool when he was
alive. 11 is these things thel | remember and when | see how you are
progressing now, my heart becomes salt and white man’s salt [sugar]l. My
son, however, there is one thing you should 1ry 1o do to make my happiness
compleie.”

Emeka said, “Mother, whatl iz 1177 The woman took & deep breath,
smiled and said, "My zon, you heard the proverd | guoied earlier thati the
heart thal loves children doss not lack children, Please, my son, try to
find someone 1o bring, so you and she carn Tind out if you will produce
children smail and large ai gour father’s compeound as your father did.

That boy was very intelligent. 11 ig true that marrying was not on
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his mind ai that time, bul he gave his mother an excuse that satisiied har
e toid her thal whal she told him was very pieasing to him. it showed
that she was thinking about his weliare. He Lhanked her very much and
told her thal he would stari to Took around to ses iT there wag someoana he
might Tind who would piease him. Hig mother then told him thatl there
wara paoaple she knew were nol mamried, that they were very beautiful and
well-behaved. He Loid her to forget shout them, that he would be the one
to Took on his own 8% people nowadays were doing. Also, that it must be
someong well educated whom he would marry. Mabo then said to him, "al
right, my son, piease may God and the elders blags you so you may find one
whose beauly 15 in the heart and in the behavior, not the facial beauty
which 15 1ike bitterieal root in the heart.” Emeka then thanked her and
want and started to tie up the things he would take back to Ndeki.

The next day, the white man he worked Tor appeared pramptly with
nis car. He stopped his car at the Efuiu church, looking for the place
where Emeks kept his belongings. He saw nothing. He then parked the cer
gnd wanted to go on Tool to his house. Their church teacher then came out
and greeted the while man, "Dood morhing, sir” He greeted him. He asked
him in English where he was going. He told him that it was Emeka Okora's
house. He then asked him why he did not want to go there by car. The
while man staried, 1ooked at him, and askad him who he was. He told him
ihat he was the ETulu church teacher. He then told him that the reason
was that the road teading Lo their quarter was not good for driving. The
tescher taughed at him and said that as it is today is not what it was
yesierday. He then toid hin that the peoaple of thal quarter had a beautifyl
gulomobile road. He showed the white man the new road and told him that
tL was hig Triend, Emeka, who had that road bullt. The white man was very
nanpy. He praiced the road and praised Emeks and the peonle of his guarisr
wiho built i1, He entered his car, drove it to the rosd, and stepned into the
goor of the Okoro compound. The peaple of Emeka’s house and their
townspeopie who lived nearby came out and greeted him. He told his
feliow-warker that they had done a great work in being able to build 8

- besuiiful road like theirs. He also thanked him and told him that he had
- heard that it was he who was the wonderful initiater of the road work.

Emeka then thanked his master and told him that the work was something
that came Trom the hand of God, that it was he who led them so they could
campiete it well, He also told the white man that what pleased him about
it was that there were no quarrels or disputes or incidenis thet ocourred
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while they were building i1, They then rejoiced, Taughed, and thanked God,

- They then pui hiz Juggage inio the car. While hey were carrying all
those things, Emeka’s mother came Lo him, saying, “Young man, what shail
| cook for your master that he will 1ike?” He laughed at her and said that
she wouldn't be able to cook for him, that people irained in cooking did the
cooking for him. She also asked, “What are we going 1o give him? You
remermber everything he gave us when he brought you? Would it really be
good for ug 1o leave him empiy-handed?” He replied, “Don’t worry,
mother. One who has become & friend of ‘'mammywater’ knows how they do

‘things. Vve bought something 1o give him and things for him io eat, and

ihings he can use on his return home among his furnishings. 111 do it in
poth our names.” His moiher laughed, Drightened her face and seid, "0 my
son, you've done well, 11 is a person’s knowledge that makes him answer
o the name of sirong man” as they whizpered together, a child sheaked
put, rar and 101d Ezegsuda that Emeka’s white man had come to get him.
So the chiefl zent & message that Emeka should bring his while master 1o
hig house, When he received this message, Emeka was happy. He nodded
ardt said ihet he and their chief had become zall and oil ivery cioze).

when they Tinished packing the car, he told his master that their
chief wanted tham to go to his house. He nodded and agreed. The white
man asked him how the chief khew who he was. He teld him that he had
toid the chief many things about him. So they went to the chief's hause,,~
by car and motorcycle, because the tarred road had reachad the entrance to
the path to the chief's compound. As soon as they set foot in his
compound, Ezepsydo scunded the explosive gun seven times, to welcome
the white man. He met them at the enirance to the path of his compound,
shook hands with the white man and greeted him, "Good marning, sir™
When they had Tinished the greetings, he ed them into his housea.

The firsi thing he gave him was seven large Hausa kola nuts. Emeka
took one and put 11 in his shirt pockel bacause it was he 1o whom the kKols
Wwag handed. He aiso picked up Tive of the best ones, gave them fo the
white man and Lold him to pul them in his shirt packet, that when kola nut
reaches the house it tells where it came from. He Taughed and took 1t, nut
it in his pocket, and complimented those people’s kolanuts for their very
targe size. Emeka took the remaining nul and gave it Lo the chief, telling
fim to do the proper thing Tor us because a chief’s kola is in his hands.

30




The chief then blessed the kota saying:

“Great man above, you-have ses

Look at the good things that have accompanied this child and hig
master 1o our village; please, lat those things continue.

Let morning take bad things out, and bring good things in for us.

If someone says that qood things are hot good, 17 he picks up & good
thing in the road, let it him lose it

white man and Emeka, you will Tive long and grow old.

Your work will follow you to old age.

IT one comes 1o 4 person’s house, 1et him not Kilt him, so that when
e Tesves he will nol grow a hunchback.

Our children, you will live iong.

| myself will also Tive long for you”

Afier he had invoked these things, his people wha were there and Emeks
responded “ihaal thaal (heal” The white man lsughingiy nodded his head
because Emeks had told him how his people biessad kola. He Tinished
plessing i1, droke it (kelanutld, and they ate.

The white man joined them in ealing because they all Tirst washed
their hands; the kolahuls also had been washed well. The chief enterad the
house and brought out Lo them one bottle of hot wine brandy, and five
poitles of beer. They then drank one bottle of beet gach. The chief aiso
told the white man to put the remaining botiles in his car, which he would
use as 8 gift [to put his hand in his pocket] when he reached home. They
had not finished what they wanted to say when the chief’s wife, who was
more beautifyl than all the others, came oul carrying one large, wide plate
filled with various gifts, placed it in front of her husband, and calied his
name. She also greeted the white man, "Morning, 8ir.” The white man
stood up and greeted her as the people of his country did.

This wife of the chief was very beauliful. She was light-skinned.
Her name was Qchadimma. 1T you Tooked at her, har eyes were heavy-
ldded [partially-closed look] Her neck was 1ike an antelope’s, with
gimilar markings. Her hair was just ke that of mmomiwpla, She had
grown tall and was o good-sized woman, walking slowly Hke
{rduru=dove?). Her voice sounded like that of the e (bow-shapad, one~
siringed instrumani). The white man looked &l her, shrugged his shoulders
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and said that he hadn't seen someone so begutiful in the Tand of the blacks.
The chief told Ermeka 10 take the gifis and give them to his master. That
he should tell Wim thet i1 was to show him that the good behavior,
guidance, graciousness and love which he had given to Emeka pleased him
and a1l the people of his village very much, That he should continue what
ne was doing, that if a person was doing well, he was told to hold on. But
if snmeone does not do well, he is forgotien (discussion aboul him dies at
breakfast). He {ook the things, gave them Lo his masier, and {old him
gverything the chief seid

Then the white man, with gladness and respect, stood up and thanked
the chief and Emeka and the chief's wife, His words of thanks were these:
“Chief, it ig with nappiness, joy and respect that | bring you many thanks.
| algo thank you, the chief’s wife, you and Emeka. The reason | thank you,
chief, is that you and 1 have never done anything together. There has never
been any way you could know me excepl for the stories about me thal you
heard from your son here. You didn’t say that you should investigaie to see
if everything he iold you about me were true or not; rather you believed
them all and brought gifts that | didn't deserve and gave them to me. |
said that | didn’t deserve them because there was nothing | saw or did for
thig boy except that | took him as a worker. If anyone, it is | who ought 1o
thank uou, because in Emeka | found in & Jow place what | had been 1ooking
for in & high place. | zay this because what | Took for in any work | am
invalved in iz productivity, humility, honesty, common sense in the right
vay, seeking the betterment of oneselfl and others, & good heart and
industriousness. A1l these things | found in Emeka.

“m not going to 1ell everything | saw in him because one does not
praise a sirong man Lo his face. Thank you very much, chief. They say that
& human being sees something and pratses 11 A1l these Things you gave me
i ask God to refurn to you bwofold. Fay he bless you and all your peopie
and make yod rute in fear of Him. May gour governiment and your lineage be
Tong-issting. wife of the chief, | appreciaie the way gou were able io
arrange all these things the way our white women do.”

wWhen he said this, they laughed. The woman was embarrassed; she
towered her head in respect with a Hitle smile. He weni on, “Emeka, |
alzo thank yol |1 was you who were the intermediary (paim tree
climbing-rope) between me and your people. The reason | thank you is that
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it i5 not a”QEGyle who tell the goad thmgs ﬂeople have dnne ta them But
- you came to yourland and honored me, from the gaﬂd thing’ you said about

me. | can’t say many words about you now; but | heard it said that if you

. thank a person for his deed, he- will be glad, and will do it again. -People of

A

the town, and chief, wife and Emeka, | thank you.  we will go; they say that -
if rain does not spoil Lthe day there is stm_p}entg of t}me left. Solet it
be. Dn hunting day one comes and chases the cane rat in the alleyway.”
They ali then accompanied ther and went out, and they returned to
Emeka’s house, ' |

The things thet were on-that plate were: chicken snd partridge eggs,

" soft palmnut, ripe bananas, peanuis {okokpa=type of nut?), melon seed,
- onions and tomatos,

when theg reat:hed Emeka s hnuse he and ms mﬂther gave hu'n

- -geveral giftsof various kinds.:The hest of an Wwas @ very heavg ram tﬁat

had been bought for mare than three psunds anﬁ ten shmmgs Theg tm:tk

- -everything and put it in the car and thanked everyone there: ‘They-also tonk:f;fff

Emeka’s matnrcgc]e and put itin the car; theg then gct in-the car- and

~drove away and returned to ﬁdokl m ter they -had gone, stnnes about

Emeka and the igpe of person he wa's wers told in that land fﬂr a8 long time

- Mo one forgot it

| CHAPTER 9 |
EMEKA STARTS HIS WORK AGAIN

- They spent- three hours and thirig rnmuies ol the mad bef are meg

- reached Ndoki. The reason they arrived at that time was that the white
" man drove very fast, because they stageqtmrtg rinutes on, th_e Abayi

Nchokoro road, where & car accident had occurred.- It was & r:ﬂﬁce where

- the roads intertwine. 4 lorry from Ohanso on which was written “If one

does not do what he is able to do,” came from Ghangn going to- Aba. It ancl

: another car on which was written “He fhes wmch came fmm Ahﬂ ancl
«¥as going to Akweie ccﬂhded head—ﬂn at: thﬁt ]unchnn What one saw ;
i there was not gﬂﬂd tu ta'lk* about. Fnur pesple a:hed on the spat No une

lingered alive, Blood was fmodmg out of: the;r bnmes Hure than sixteen
people were wounded. Only eight: peup}e amﬂng thnse in the twn cars: *

were not wounded-at a11.- When theg reached that place the: wmte man

stnpped thmr car. “He and Emeka gs::t nut fmﬁ ]omed the crowd gathered
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there to help in carryging out the people, and helpmg them by puttmg them i

in the car which was to take them to the hospital-in Aba.

As theg wara doing this, the police came fram Aba and Wrute dnwn : .
.- haw it all hap;:aened When they had finished carrgmg off the waunded and
- had gone to Aba; the people of Abayl Nchokero brought the white manand - .

Emeka water'and they washed off the blood from their buches and- their

- clathes. The pelice thanked them, and they got- into their car and left.

- AS soonas thetr car stnmaeti m frnnt of Emeka & hnuse ana hr-: gut
aut, @il of his fenaw-wnrkers came runhing, camng ms name; camng mm
“Chukst Chukst Ehuksl” Some of them hugged him, athers shook his hand.

~-They all hanpilu asked him hnw tha peapia at home were daing, and-

welcomed him hatk It was the workers who he}peﬂ to carry his thlngs nut
of the car and ]amed him in arranging things in his house. After this, he
went and greeted all of his Triends who did not know that he had returned
and those who were unah?e to come and welcome him. His return satlsﬂeﬂ

~them like food, because it was he who made all af them happy because of -

his gooed behavior, and the amusing conversation he had with them. He‘alsn o

gave several of them things he had brought Trom home. He gave all the

- workers ground nuts and melon seeds he had brought 1 rom home. They

cnntributed mohay and want and bought wine that evening, and- they aﬂ

- drank to welcome him. Their compound was very lively that day.

Al dawn, theg atl went ta then' jobs: Emeka saw that much prngr‘ess
and made more progress.

- Dne Saturdag, a certﬁm goung wnmfm teacher came t& Emeka 5 heuse

- towisit him. The young woman was vﬁrg beautlfui She had reached 8 goud

hsrght She was not very heavg rather she was @ mt shm Her ege]zﬂs

- covered her eyes like-those of an elephant. Her eyes were Tike those of &
" cat. Her nose was hke &gong (pumteﬂ; Her lws were thin. ‘No one who

saw her on the road would fail to turn back and Jook at her again. The gzﬂ
spoiled the heads of a1l the young men who saw her. They then followed:

‘had been made in the:r wark He then yent tu werk wuh renewed wgm‘ -w:.i

her the way flies follow cows. When she came 10 his house, he received
her weill, greeted her a5 a well-broughi-up young man should. The young
woman was pleased at the way he received her. They had not stayed
together for Tong before Emeka then asked her to tell him who she was
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‘because he did not know: whu she was ‘She ?aughad and tn}d hlm that n‘.
- was true that they had never met to talk toeach other; but- they had -

passed each other oh the road when they were gaing to work. After she

said this, she stood up, and so did Emeka. She then told him that her name o

was Nwanhe lea from Ndoki. She also said that she was a teacher in the
Dhanky Ndok| schoal: that her Tather was onhe of the Nduki chiefs, those
who have a say (in the wmmumtg) Emeka then told her that he was - ,
Chukyuemeka Ukoro; what people called him most was Emeka his Tather's

-hame was Mba Okoro, that he was from Efuly which Wwas in the Awka -

District, that she had seen what he worked'at. They then taughed like

- goverhment workers, shook hands and sat down,

They talked a long time. But ail that talk was not useful at all. The

| first thing was that Emeka did not know who she was. shame and fear did

not allow the woman fo tell what she had in mind in cnming to see him. _
Their situation en that day was the situationof people of the same gender.

_ Thiswill make us sure to unﬁerstand that Hwanne Was Tike a dog sneakmg

out to eat an egg The story that comes that will 1ell itsel!. when it

~ reached evening, Nwenrne said goodbye and left.- Emeka had no thoughts ai SR
- &ll that warned him well concerning women. - What shows-us this is the

advice his father gave him when he was gmng to-enter the mgh school he

- went to.

The advice was this Emeka my son, | know that tsmurruw Nove, gsu

- are leaving my houge and going out 10 go to high schootl, This means that -

we have started, on our part, your mother and 1, to regarﬂ you as a chick
whose mother has trained it. My son; please mg guoﬁ son, don't fnrget ait -
the advice | gave you fronr the time you started {o undersiand things. '
Know that it is you who will run this household. Espemang, no one knuws
what God w11l use you to do in this town. Because of this, my son, be
careful all your life. Persevere in pursuing good things. Be avoiding bad -
things in &l ways. My son, what | will not fail to remind you of is tmngs

_concerning women. - Everyone who pursues women pursues his downfall.

One who is not led into trouble by things concerning women will live long
st in this world, That person will be a strong man who keeps his word.

That person wili go on all his journeys and arrive home safely. That
person will have respect everywhere, among both men and women.
Puzzlement {scratching the face in chagring will not afflict him: at 8y -
time. & common sayng among women i3 that “bring t;rmg is gss_d,f_rsm
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--1ead You in alt guur wags Donot 1 nrget me- and gaur' mnther

the man's packet. They do not follow one who does hot Took for them.
They do not follow one who does not give them things.

"As | am nagmq this, | don't ten you to ga out into the street anﬁ
start to fight with them. If | use the he-goat as an example, 1 do not ten

~you the he-goat should carry his mother Angcma whe hag sense will-go to- -
the road and get what he wants The reasnn I remind you ef these things is- 2

not that | don't know that you have sense and that youarea gnnd fenaw

but that | have known the abominations women did to some men when we T

were doing purter wark and cumpang Wwork.- Persevere ‘my bng, Bnd wm

in his heart Emeka taak evergane a5 a fe}}nw human hemg He

o treated children the-same- ‘yray he treated aﬂults buth men-and wamen

There vwas something Nwanne had in mind in coming to his-house. -She did-~ -

not see a way to ten !t tohim on thﬂt dﬁtf bECﬂUSE Emeks did nat }Bﬂk Elt

- her the way other- young men looked at her. 'ﬁfhen she went hame sha was

not happy. She was guinq like a spirit (masquerade?) not recewlnq ‘monhey -
in the road. Her heart was cold. She was murmuring on the vay-back.
These were 3 Tew of the thmgq she said: "You have seen now! This fellow,
is hereally a human being? Is it true that a man does not look at the -
children he has? An Ndgki persen would not behave like that. When | reasi‘r g
home, |-will knaw what-the ami {a kind of crop) and his strength wm do:-
His: strenqth s it not for a short time?” -

She reached hame weni te the Ohanso market and bought & large,

 heavy snapper (azy-asa) which cost eight naira. She alss bought a bundle

of chewmg—stmks seven kola nuts kola pepper, bar 508D, _chlcken eggs,

- three cups of pepper, and one- gallon of oil, and-carried them to Emeka on_ |
- Seturdey, which Was ohe week after the dag she went the: fzrst time.
- There was a child che gave those things to, for him to tﬁke to Emeka’ s
- house. She told thet r.m]d that she; Nwanne Uka, would come that evemng,

and tmd him where: thuse thmgs came fram anﬁ what fnllowed them. -
when the child told Emeka what he had Deen tuld about, Emeka was -
speechlesa He apened his mouth and closed it,  saying, “Oh ry God! untit !

see her.”
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 CHAPTER 10
EMEKA AND NWANNE UKA

-AL six o'clock in the avening, Nwanne showed up at Emeka’s house,
Emeka greeted her. They entered the house and sat down. He hardly let har
sit down before he asked her, "Nwanne, plesse, what are these things uou
have brought to my house?” She then Taughed and told him that he owned
a1l of them, thal they were things she used to show that she thanked him,
This kind of reply did not satisfy him. He had no words to thank her. He
did not know whatl 21ge {0 say. He did not Teel right to take them because
the things she bought were numerous. He looked up and said to her,
“Nwanne, piease tell me why you bought ail these things. | know that we

had never seen each other except for the other day. 1s it for that that you

would bring these things? Nine heads of {ujiri) and one unit of meney are
not useful [proverb]. | also know that a thing 18 not done for hothing.
Nwanne toid him that he should take the things and keep them, that there
was nothing in it, that it was a sincere gift. She begged him to take all

those things into the house and stop talking abeut them, to come sndtell

stories, that there was semething more important to her. Emeka agreed,
did as she told him, and thanked her as well as he could.

They then began to t:ﬂn'-}erse | There was nnihing & mouth can sﬁg

~ that that giri’s mouth did not sal) on that day. She tried as hard as she

could to make Emeka cee her as she was, then to know how beautiful she -

- was. Bul kis heart was not humbled 10 ook 8t her in thal way, Aftera

while she called Emeka’s name. He answered tier. She Lold hir that she
Tiked him very much. She said that the reason she spoke 1o bim thal way
was that it 1s said that 1T one comes right out with i1 she gives birthto a
child; that it ig not difficult for a person’s things to become someone
else’s things {ihrough delay). Especially she said that her Tove was not a
different matier, thal it was a situation that no one else would marry her
if not Emeka.

She began to enurnerate all the people whe had cﬁme with talk of _'
marrying her, and she had refused. On the day she first saw him she

joyfully thanked God, because he used his hand to bring her a husband who
would marry her. She said that if he did not marry her, she would hang
herself. -
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Emeka then took a deep brreath and exhaled He sald to himself that
he had not seen & woman take the initiative to ask a man piease Lo marry
her. He then told Nwanne thal what she had said to him pleased him very
much, because she was very beautiful to him, and also was educated; put
there were many things that would make il impossible. Some of those
things were that his village was very Tar away from Ndoki; because of it
there were not two workers wha would support their proposal. He was 8
poor person, and because of this he could not marry the daughter of &
wealthy persan, let alone the daughter of a Ndoki chief. Their village was

a village of dry seil, so she would not be able to live there if they returned -

to his family home. -He was not yet ready to marry, because he still did
- not have money, and in addition their boss had said that he wau?d go to a
higher trade school-to fearn more about their wark.

And he wanted to marry & wornan who went to college after he had
{inished college, but she, Nwanne, had not gone to any coliege. There were
#150 several other replies he gave her to confuse her, which will not be
discussed here.

Nwanne then picked up all these things he gave her as replies and
refuted them completely. 11 was as though they were the words of & child
in her opinion. She began fo promise Emeke various things she would do
for i if he would agree. Some were that she would give Emeka hatf of
the money he would use to pay the bride price at her father’s house; that
zhe would Tove him with all her heart until death. There was nothing that
woraen did Tor men that she would net do for him. That she would give him
some money to go to college; that she would persevere in geing to college
50 that when the two of them came out of college, they would go to the
church at once and marry. |

‘when she finished speaking, Emeka said that if it was like that, she
should carry of f all those things, that he would not, on account of shame
before a friend, swallow a cough {phlegm); that he would not agree io
something he could not follow through on. Mwanne then fell to the floor
and began {o weep, rubbing herself and her dress on the sand, and saying

things thal would meli the heart. Emeka ihen felt sympathetic. He begged
her Lo please get up so they could settle the thing calmiy. 11 was not that
it was something that could not be done. He went and raised her up, sat
fer on his Tap and soothed her. The gir! slowly dried her tears and toid
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hiri that the reason she had cried was on account of the love she had for
hirn; thatl he should please agree. When she asked him this guestion, Emeka
remembered everything kis Tather had {old him when he was alive. He told
her it was all right, that she should go home so he could think about the
matier. She then greelad him and weni home.

Chukyruemeka hiad never before seen anything Tike this. He looked
upweard, shook his head, and said that his fathers had never told him
anyihing Yike thiz, thal this woman had become to him Tike one who clears
the land and doeg ﬂs:«t plant yarms. He then called one of hig fellow workers
and showed nim everyihing thetl was brought 1o kim and also Lold him
everyihing about Mwanne. The man then advised him well. He sald to him,
“My Triend, Emeka, all theze things surprise me a 1ot You know thal all
these things cost aboul five pounds. Since | staried to walk and run, |
have not zeen anything like thiz. These things show the great Tove this
gird has Tor you. Do you think that one who wanis Lo esl  person 1o death
will firel carry to him everything her parents use 1o exist? My friend, you
nave very good luck, You know thal since her father ig a chief, she can
bring you from her father’s houze the things you can use 1o become a well-
known person. Your god is awake. Has good fortune like this come 10 me?
Do not tet the good Tuck that your god is stuffing in your mouth escape you.
I have known who you are {what you are kel You will start now o run
from her, and she will then go home. Do not abandon her.”

He told more than seven people about it. They ait snswered him as
the Tirst one did. His mind then began to change. He remembered whet his
mother said 1o him when he was on vacalion, concerning getling marrisd
He thought 1o himsell that it was good, thal he would agree; thel if it
turned oul badiy, he knew that i1 was where g person fell down that his
god pushed him down., He wenti home and stowly siarted to consume the
things Mweanne had brought kim. He did nol know that Nyvanne had put into
all thuse things some medicine thel caused men Lo love thelr girtfriends
yery much. He then iook them all and ale them up. The medicine then
slowly eniered his body.

w

Whern Nwanne was relurning on ihe road thal day, she was happy. She
said 1o herself that people say that Emeka does nol succumb, that he does
not Took at any wormarn, that he was already gone, it remains for him to
come back. That she would see if he he would not eveniuaily one day take
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~chicken eggs and various tasty things, cooked and ate them up. They also

ihe mouth he used o est yam and cocoyam and kKizs her on the soles of the
faet she used Lo walk wilh.

i1 wasg not long before her medicine entered Emeka's body. He
thought of nothing ul how he would see Nwanne and tell her that he had
agreed Lo marry her. On the nexi Sunday, Nwanne got up and said that she
woUld go and see 17 the trap she had set tn Emeka’s house had caught an
animal. she then eniered Emeka’s house and gave him a Tew gifis she had
orougnt iim. Be eniersd his house and cavied in various Lhings 1o eat,
poth food and tasiy bread and Stout beer mixed with tango (sweet soft
drink like Fanta). Mwanne then ate all these things. She was happy
Decause her irap held & big animal. The worst thing was that Emeka gave
her those things and begged her piease not 1o be angry that he did not have
something beller to give her. He to1d her various things te let her know
that he agreed to what she had told him that previous day. They then
rejoiced, and she left. That was what happened 1o Emeka and his money.

CHAPTER 11
EFERA AND MwANNE LIVE HIGH

From that day forward, Emekas Lthought of nothing but Nwanne Uka.
A1 the conversation he had with people concerned anly how Nwanne Toved
him, and the various good ihings he told them thal ghe did for him.
Another thing he toid them was that he would marry her, because when he
wias returning from his vacation his moether had Lold him that e should try
hard to marry, and thal Nwanne was the type of person his mother would
ke, The way that girl was spoiling his head, he Torgot Lo write his
mother & letier, even Lo 121l her that he had Tound someone Lo marry.

Myeanne Uka, for her own part, on the day she 1eft Emeka’s house and
went home, was very happy. 11 seemed to her as though she had everything
she needed for Yife in this world. The thing that caused that joy was that
she knevr that she would get a Tot out of Emeka. From thal day on, she was
at Emeka's house every day. Any time she knew that they had finished
wink, she showed up. They bought rice, meat, fish, canned meat and fish,

drank intoxicating beverages, both Igbo wine and white people’s wine.
Every day after eating and drinking, they played the gramophone and
danced until dark. it wes not only these things, Any tyne of cloihing or
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costurne that carme oul &t thal tirme Emeka made sure to see that he bought
therr &l Tor her--both clothing and other things. Every time thal Nwanne
dressed up and came oul, il Jooked as Lthough her husband was minting
money; but she had no husband. At the end of every monih, Emeka gave her
three pounds to buy the things she wanted. The only thing Nwanne did for
him was when she had consumed &1l those things, she wentl and stroked his
pody, hugging and kissing him. That was the ohly thing Emeka was getiing.
They behaved this way until 8l the money Emeka had was gone. He then
pegan 1o be indebied to peopie,

when thal became Loo much, all of Emeka’s behayior changed. His
wirk performance aise changed. He did not go near his fellow-workers
becauze he thought they were saying bad things about him and his
girifriend. Another thing was that he was ashamed about the debis he
gwed. He did not do Wis work well becaluse any time he was &t work, he
was thinking aboul the girl. And soon, things concerning her brought
quarrels to kim and his fellow—workers.

At Tirst, all of hig fellow-workers loved him because he was such &
good person, and worked 5o hard. Butl now he had changed into a slacker.
S they all met together and decided to go to his house and have a word
yrith hivn, 1o see 17 he would change back 1o being a good person. One of
thern said that Lhey should go to him oy surprise, that if he knew they
yere coming. he would iide from them, because he did not wani 1o see
geaple. All the others agreed. When Sunday evening came, thed all went
together Lo Emeka’s hiouse. |1 was during the week of that mission thal
Myeanng had told him Lo go and Dorrow Uwenty pounds from someone, 1o buy
& ceriain large radio. Decause of that, when the people gniered, Emeka and
iig girtiriend were umping around his houge, where they were dancing o
the radio music. When they entered his house, Emeka was stariled and ran
to sit down on a chalr. Mwanne siood glaring at them like a person who
had been caught stesling. They then sat down. One of them said that
rashes had broken out on the female cow [proverbl; that this was not just
nearsay.

They siayed and Emeka did nol know what to do. He then weni and
brought kols and gave i1 1o them and greeted them as uninviied guests. At
that time his girifriend had sat down on a chair. Their leader then told
firm 1o turn of T ihe radio for a white. He did so. The leader then lified the
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kola and Dessed it saying, "Lord, Took at this kota. Ore who brings kolg
brings Tife, Where there is asiacker problem, Tet it not touch us lour
bodies). Knowing something and then not knowing i1, pDlease fly away on
high, Whoever says that the child her Tellow-woman gives birth 1o will
niot pe wuseful to her mother, please, when she bears her own child, et ils
foolishness have no Timite. Qur friends, we will live long! One whose
companion tries to save his 1iTe, 1et him raceive it well. They all
chorused afo-o of tha-al He split the kola and shared it with the others.
They ale. The giri was the aniy one who refused to eat the kaola.

The leader then stoud up and greeted everyone there. He told them
that it was true that he was the oldest and the supervisor of their work,
bul he was going io stand up and tell Emeka why they catme 1o nis house.
iAs the oldest it was his prerogative to remain seated] Emeka shrank and
Tooked at him with shame, He knew in his heart that it was something
concerning his girliriand thet they had come to tell kim. He {the
superyisor) 10ld him that the matier was sumething they would have told
i along, bul since Mwanne was there, it was all right with them, He
told him thet the reasan they came was that the way he was behaving angd
doing his work was not the way he was at Tirsl. Atter walching for g
while they had decided that they would come and tell him that he should
start to behave as he did at Tirst. Thal whatl they regretied very much
was that he svas not going to wark a9 he should, Whatl was the worst thing
of them all was the debis he owed. That they knew that iT he added
together the debis he owad, it would amount to rore than six hundred
pounds. They knew that the time he changed was when he began to say
that he was planning to marry Nwanne Uka. But since that time he had
done nothing toward marrying in the house of that girl’s Tather which
would show thal he was marrying her. That meant that It was not
marriage he was carrying out, but that they yere fovers, He then told him
that if he really wanted to marry her, he should write his family & letier
that they should come and fulfill the marriage traditions, and if he did
that, they his fellow-workers would heip him. And i he did not want to
marry her, he should quietly Teave her, that Nwanne Uka would push him
into something out of his usual way [feces he was not excretingl.
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All the oihers then started to contribute to the malier. They
advised him far a Tong time; then remindead him how he used to have good
) hehayior at Tiret, and how he had maney at that time, how the peopie of
"
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nig town courted on him and how thelr white boss liked him at first. They
teaked oui 1o him that the white man was preparing to terminate his
employment if he did not change his bad behavior. When they had given
hirn @11 that advice, he remembered all the words his father used to tell
nim wehen he was a child. He then sighed and thanked them for the good
thing they had done for him. They then lefi

But &11 the iime they were speaking, Nwanne kept on crying herself
L0 deailn. Emeka Lhen 1i7ied ner up, comioried ner, and LoTd her thal ithey
would go ang do the necessary things on the very next Sunday, and she
would then come back to live in his house and become his wife, Nwanne
sighed and weni home. She was angry because Emeka’s co-workers had
thrown sand into her gari. Whal they said aboutl her boyfriend coming o
gy Tather's house io carry out ihe traditions for marrying her did not
please her, because she had never in her hearl wanied Emeka 1o marry her
what she wanied was 10 consume his weaith and make him destilute
tunabie 1o lick oil). If she saw a way she could make him lack money to
take & car io her father's house, and 8150 {o have him fired from his job, it
would piease her more than everything elge. Emeka was not the first
pergon she had treated that way. The white man, because of that girl, had
fired something like four people before Emeka came o work there. That
was why those workers had given Emeka that advice in her presence, not
minding her at all. ‘wWhen she went home she started io think about what
she would do. Then, she decided that she would do nothing until she saw
that Emeka’s heari had changed in regard 1o her. 1t was then that she
would show him what the spiriis used the rat’s ears to do.

it 15 said that the fool does not know when he enters the forest.
wWhen they a1t 1eft bmeka’s house, he went and lay down on hig bed and
began 10 think aboui hig circumstances, He did not think about how he
could gel rid of Wig girifriend. Rather he wag thinking aboul how e and
his girtfriend and his feliow-workers could patch things up. He then said
that he would go and call two of the workers 1o accompany him Lo go for
the traditional marriage discussions gl the home of Maazi Uka He had no
money 1o use o marry the girl. His hope was that after they decided ofy

the Dride price, he would borrow maney Trom his feliow-workers 1o do it
then he could repay them gradually.

One who 15 to1d something and appesare 10 be pieased about 11, 15 he
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0t & slave 1o apoearances? He then weni and calied the two workers {o

o and speak Tor the girl in the house of Mwanne's peopie. The girl's

ather received ther well, because he and the girt's rm%iaw were actively
iooking Tor someone 1o cofne and marry her; because she was giving them
big iroutle, bringing them lots of probiems and quarrels. But when they
siaried 1o talk, the girt iold Them they not o say ﬁngfhmg ai 11, that she
would think aboul it and decide 17 she would Tive in Emeka’s house, They
then went home, When & thing like this hapoened, a small thoughi enlered
Emeka’s hearl, Bul thig did not keep Mwanne from condinuing 1o come o
iz house ai times. Whal she was coming 10 hiz house for now was spying.
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CHAPTER 12
Mg SMME SHOWS HIMT WHAT THE SPIRITS USED THE RAT'S EARS TO DO

One day, the girl came to Emeka’s house. He asked her what she
thought about the matier they had come to her faiher’'s house about.
Mwanne told him not to trouble himself, that within the week she would
1e1i him whal she thoughl. Emeka’s heart began to beat fagl. He started
1o ihink that Mwanne would make him out to be someone who is brought
gut and then abandoned. From then on he was unable 10 buy the things they
used Lo use for enjoying 1ife because he had no moned, and no one who
would agree 1o tend him anyg. The worst thing of ait that happened 1o him
within that week was thel the white man wrole him 8 ielier and gaid that
he had sugpended nim Tor three monihs, because he was no longer doing hig
wirk well. And thatl i1 he siayed those thiree monihs and weni back, and
couid not do ihe work as well as ke did at first, he would be sacked
finaliy. ‘When he read that jeiler, he did not know himseli. He thought
eyvery way possible of whel he could do, but he could not think of anything.
He then took the jelier and went to thelr supervisor’s house and showed it
ip Him. He was i tears. He begged him to go with him 1o beg the white
tman noi 1o suspend him Tor three months, because if that happened, he
would die of hunger. The supervisor then told hirm that he would not go
with i because they had told hirn thai gomething ke this would happen,
but he did not Hisien 1o them. He also iold him that he should go 1o his

_girifriend and ask her 1o accompany him. &lso, if they went and the white

man did not agree, he should go and 1t the girl start Teed him, because
friendship means thal one brings and the other brings and the days will go
atong. He could noi bear that. He then cried g lot, fell on his knees and
beaged him 1o accompany im, When he cried, the man remembered the
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—account of your ingulis tome. I you don’t 1ike 3, you cancome tolook for

type of good person Emeka used Yo be. He pitied him. ne then comiforted
him and said that he (Emeka) should have known that the Tirst thing was to
pe carefyl; the next Lhing was whal he {the supervisor) had pointed out to
him earlier, He toid hit that what he should know was that 1f nothing
happenad 1o a person he would not learn anything. That when he left he
would go to the white man's house and beg him 1o see if he would show
him merrcy, and the next day Emeke should come to Tind out how things
weni., Emeks thankad him and lefi,

When Emeka reached his house he did not understand what he saw.

There was nol one thing 1efl in his housa gl all. ‘While he had been at the

hause of the supervisor, Nwanne had gone secretly and taken everything in
the house and run off, a1l those who saw her when she packed all those
things did not say anything to her, because they did not know that Emeka
WwWas uhaware of what she was doing. They thought that wag the way she
ysed to go 1o Emeka’s house right from the start, The girl wrole a letier
before she pan off and put i1 on the one chair jaft in nis bouse. She wrols
in the jelier that {he place Lo which she carried off thess things was
Agyama. The Tetter she wirole him was very insulling. The reason she jeft
il was su thal Emeka would Tose the things in the house while Tooking for
things oulside. {proverbial--throw him off the track?) This was true
hecause she did not write in the letier the place to which she was
actually going. The letier she wrole him was this

“Uig lkpers Mmiri 2. Hdoki
20/9/53.
Dear Emeka, of the gam-roasiing group,

This ig to tell you that since | was able to walk and run | have never
seen ahyone so Toolish as you. How could you took 8t me and say that gou
would marry me? This showed me that you are not afreid of someone who
5 your suparior. Please go and Tind Toolish people and your poar mates
and marry them. 17 it 18 | you are wanting, your eys does not reach where |
am, lel alone youw™ hand.

A1 your things | carvied off were 1o make ug for the shame on

at Aguama whnere | have gone. 1T you come, uol should be prepared,
because i1 iz said that If one is Tooking for a thing, it iz looking Tor him.
Meeranne Uka.”




When Emeka Tinished reading this, he ¥eil weak. He sank heaviiy to
the Moor. His breath 1eft him. 1t was notin him to cry, because the things
lost Trom his house were numerous. Some of thern were: radig,
gramophang, Tour boxes and their contents; various kKinds of plates ano
spoong, ointh and many ather such things.

Ha stayad sboul an hour there where he had sunk to the floor before
he came 1o bimsel, and Cried oul, Some people then gathered and saw the
amaging condilions in his house. 11 distressed them very much., Thay had
sympathy Tor bim. They went with him 1o various piaces teoking Tor
MNwvanne, They went 1o Agusma a8 she had written Emaka in the Jetier

There was no place whers they bad heart & thing sbout her, or seen her. In

this way, Nwanne showed Emeke what the Tire used the rat’s sar to do.

after they had finished searching for her, but thers was no place
wriere they had heard g thing a'rujn‘» her, Emeka returned 1o ihe house and
zal down with & heayy neari, What made him Teel hot i front and cold in
back was that afier g while, the .:,u;mrw»ua came 1o hig house and 10id him
thai he hed gone io the whz%e mar's houze and beqged hin ag he had
promised him, but he had refused. He said he had no pity at all, That what
he nad said was sald, and he would not change his mind

fonger sweel. What he longed for was thet hiz god should take him. He no
longer cared 1o ory. He did not like 1o be zilent. And he iried hard to iel]
the superyisor what iz girtfriend had done Lo him. The man consoled him
a8 best he could, and then left,

This giory made the world seem confusing to Emeka. His life was no
Swest

Mow, Emeka Okorg had reached rock botiom. The one who had pushed
nim down weas Mwanne Uka, There was nothing at a1t ne had in kis house,
nul even ordinary Tood. The only thing in the house he could use 1o gat
money was nig muh::ri hi."u-"* and three palrs of {rousers, two aghadas, two

pairs of ghoes afssi ane Tive-gaiion iron | ,m afier one segks a piace o
synport ﬁ%%?:cz{ﬂj ot zg;;ami find i1, ong places it on anes knees, Emeks

-y

iher soid oul 811 These things To get em::;“e Lo D fmrj Then the man used

hig Lonoue 1o count his ieeih He remembered al 11 the admoniiions hiz
{ather and others had given him. He cried o his ﬁeam‘_, and agreed ih a“i: h,
had done zomeihing foolizh, He went back hame and Tocksd himss f infor
more than seven days. Some people werse unalbie 1o 1ell whers he was.
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those things that happaned 10 him hed spoils

Some thought that 8l the
ke ihel, He stayed in his house mourning His

iy
arain oyl 3t wes not '}
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e day, the supervisor cams Lo Tind out how he was ge f,fmg Y
and saw thatl his goor was locked. Teals ocame o s syes. He and Emeks
cried & Tong time. He then told Emeka Lo have patience, that thel was how
things were {or & man, thal the bedbug told her children 10 have palience,
thal whatl was hol would eventuelly be cold. Emekas than tald him thet the
worsl thing Tor him was thal he had nothing to 8al. Tha man then jeft,
weni 1o tha while man's house, and told Kkim aboutl Emeke’s aitustion. The
whita man than wani with him to see how 1t was. When he (Emeka) saw
them, he cried g lot. The white man was Tiled with pity. He and the
supsryisor comiorted him.

Since he was g0 Tull of pity, he told him oot 1o cry, that everything
would be ali right. He Loid birm that starting the next day he shoutd relurn
1o wor. He then put his hand in his pocket and took three pounds and gave
them Lo him i buyg someihing to eal, Emeka thanked him and bowed down
ig him, Emeka made ther & promise thet 17 God helped him, he would not
elioy anylhing Hke that 1o happen Lo him again. Thew then wenti home,

me Look Lhe money and bought clothing Lo wear to work, and also
bought some food. The next day, he retyrned to his job. People were glad
when they saw that he had s';i'”’red L0 work aoein Afler a Tew months had
passed, Emska had golien some money and had begun to Yive the good 1ife
af e was doing hefore. Always he was praging that his god would et him
meei Mywanne on the road some day 5o that he could Took her in the eye and
mw her that he was the man whom she had ruined. He wag 'a;.%:ing
everyong he saw on ihe road i they had heard anything about that girl. But
i m g k_nwf whers she was.
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it was iy months to the day afler Byanne had carried off all
Ermeka’s 13352952 ons that Emeka heard about her again. He did nol anly
near about fer bul he saw her. Bul the way he saw her is not something
ane Can ﬁee ribe. Howsewer, this iz the story. One day, Emeka left his
workplace Lo 4o home, He came oul onio the highway they used and saw
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soime women going Lo merkel shouting end shaking their heads. Ha then
got of T his bicycle and asked them why they were shouting like thal, They
1old hirm that 1t was not something they cowld fing words to desoribe, that
e should run ghead and he would ses Tor himself what had happened.

He then got back on his bicycle and pedaled fast. He reached a place
where something Tike & large Torest had been cleared and sew many peaple
there shouling. Some were crying, some were 1alking about what had
happened. He peered ahead and saw, where the people gathered, 3 large
automabiia carrying palm fronds all over it He got off his bicycle again
and asked the peaple who were telking whatl had happened thers. 1t was g
case 07 @ person’s deeds making him suffar. 1t s on the road a person uses
Lo g0 and come that one day he 18 caught. Tha peopls told Emeks that the
automobiia he saw ahead with people gatherad around it carried the bodies
of wio paopie, @ man and a woran, That 11 was seid that the woman left
the house of her doyfriend, took sverything the man hed end ran off to 8
far-off town, Whiile she wag slaging there, she met § man who was in an
irapartant government job, went home with him, and the Lwo of them lived
together. Sha then began fo consume tha man's things, truing to use them
811 up aw she had done 1o the Tirst man. One day, the man weanl o work,
The woman then stole ail the money the man had Teft in hig wallet in the
house and pul 11 1 her box in preparation for runhing awey with il She
was putling on the dress sha was going Lo wear for running away when the
man returnag and asked her where she was going. She said nowhere. She
Decame feartut because of what she had dona. The man saw how she was
rambiing ana knew that she was doing something bad.

framadiataly, his mind went to the money he had put in his wallel.
He ran and tocked at it bul he saw no money in i1, He sterted to ook for
the money. when he askad the woman aboul the money, she said that she
nad notl sesn shy money. The man spoke strong words, she started to oy
and $aid that she was going to leave, thal her boyfriend had acoused her of
slealing the money. 11 was a very large sum of money. L was one bag af
money and Torig-Tive nounds, Bedgude of 11 the men did not lisian to her

orying. The worsl thing was that the monsy was money belonging to his
workplane whicn they had given to the man to daposit in the bank.
Therefore, the man looked evarywhers Tor the monay. He then saw the boy
the woman had brought oul which she was angrily going to lzsve with
oecause e had accused heyr of thievery; he told har 1o bring it so he could
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see whal was inside of i1, The woman refused. Then he snatched the box
Trogn her, opened 11, and saw Lthe monay in il ke was very angry. He then
oul ke it i suiomooiie (o take her 1o ihe poiics and teil them inal she
vrags & thief.

Hae {hen drove Lhe oar oul Tasi, because he was axirsmeiy angry.
Yien be reached the place where Lthe road was intarseciad, he was uhable
to control the auiomobile. Hocarried them into the woods and craghed into
& fit ‘g Uree trunk there. When peopie arrived there, the man and his
girier a hat died. They then Lold kim thal i1 was the bodies of those Two

aea{.‘ toware carried in that gulomobile the people were surrounding.

=
Emeks then asked thent the names of those people, They told him
that they digd not Know. He then rode his bicycle up to the place. He lodked
and saw the body of the man, bul he did nol know him. He then weant and
iogked gt the body of the woman, His body then trembled because he
recognized the body. 1t was the corpse of Nwanng Uka. Emeka then saw in
the corpse the one he was preparing 1o take ravenge oh, He did not take
revenge on her. The things involvad in consuming men o death had kKilled
Nvranne, What Emeke told her corpse was this: "May God take you
aocurding Lo your behavier™ He then mounied his bicyele and 187t

Nwranna’s desth removed a1l the ragressive thoughts iy hisg hearl,
When ol the bad things befell aim, he x\'as thinking how he would {ake
FEVENGe an 5‘\4\» m‘u for svarylhing she did Lo him. Bul now, the one he was
prepuring to Tight had died. be then took ;;; waapan of war and hirew It
inlo the forest: removed thoughts of L fram his heard, and then ook all of
his thoughis and applisd them to his work as he had done at the eginning
Bul indesd he was not rejoicing over the dealh of 1he woman, becauss the
way she disd was something thal everyone was sorvy shoul, Als0, it s
sald there 18 no enmity &l death. 17 one Jooked ne couwld see that the

!""r f

J‘?

_situstions of the twoof them were nol someibing Emeka would enjoy

thinking sboul now that sne was dead. The main thing about it was that it
ramovad his ourden of thought.
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Tiral and people Degan te Hke him again as at first Most important, the
wiile man 100k him again as his own son. Not long afterward, ke sent kim
(o Europe to advanie s learning. Before he went 1o Eurooe, he Tirst went
nome and 1oid his people how he was geliing along. He also iold his
mother about his experisnce with Nwanne,

Ezegsydo called together 811 the peopie of his town and fold them
that Emeks was preparing Lo go io Europe 10 study. That i1 was trug that
it was the while man who was sending hirm, but they should contribute a

pit of money 1o give him and wish him well. They ail agreed with what he
said, They a1l then coniribuisd three bags of money, gave them to Emeka
and Loid ki Lo go weli, thal God and &11 the spiriis of their place would
tead him oul and bring him back safely. They aizo biessed hirn in various
wayg. He inen thanked ther very much, and promised them thal he would
persevers in oblaining whal ne was going for, and would aleo persevere in
gring good tnings there, which would show that he came Tirom @ good town.
He also gaye thelr chiel special thanks, becsuse 11 was he who made
possible ihelr glving him that moned. ATier he had finished thanking
evaryane and his ¥ith and kin, he relurned 1o Mdoki,

11 was Trom there that he went to Ewrope, Things went well for him
there, A1 the things that worried people Tn Eurone did notl effect him. The
wiite man who sent him wes giving him sufficisnt money. What Nwanne
did Lo bim and other things that happened Lo hir in Mdoki had taughi him
senge, Jhnerefore he had a complete sense of everything a man needed. He
did not u f:E‘ up &l the money seni to hitn there. He pul some of i1 in the
bank. He stayed thers four uears and had Twao higher degrees calied "B.A."
and “i’"i. “ '«*’hpﬂ the time came for his reiurn to Migeria, he wrole a lelter
Lo his Tamily, They rejoiced, contributed money, and prepared 1o go io
meet fim at Erugu where his plane would land, and escort him home and
hold celebrations 1o weicome him,

The day Emeke reiurned from Europe was g gresl day. The ETuly
Et;p%w wroie 1eiisrs 1o gl the surrounding towns Lo come and join them in

o
meeling thelr son, and {oin them in holding the welcome celebrations.
PEEL e ‘eﬂ“iﬁﬁ the compounds and roads on thal day. Everdbody came oul
with ihelr dances. Thers was ercliement evergwheres. Large amounts of
fone were rasﬁ'e:z inhig father's house, whers the ceigbralions were held,
Some pel weent 10 mest him at Enugu and escoried bim home from thers,
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when they got back to his father’s house, they started to shoot guns inta
the ground, and explosive containers, Various dancers Villed their
COMpoUna. The peopla who came [hers ware 83 nuimesrous s ihe sands of
the earth. His mother was Titied with joy on that day. Applauses broke oul
when Lzeosydo joyTuily came oul dancing, aiso DIOWIng his Q0 horn,
because someone Trom hig land had gone 1o Europe and reitsr;'aea.,. Many
neopie also gave him money and various other things Lo praise him Tor hig
gancing.

Afier they did the various danc 95, i.%' . Effﬁu peopis sang songs of
;:!i’ﬁi;i:s for Emera and gayve him many aifferent 9ifis to calebrate his
refurs, i the Tew words Emeka spoke, b ih nked evaryone who had come
ihere, and also thanked the £fulu people f f“ gl the honor they had given
nirn, and thanked Ezegsuds, and rost of all, he thanked the while man who
zeni fim 1o gei that higher educaiion He promised they all thal he
woutd persevere wilh the hein of God in meking his education benefii him
and mfrﬁrgonﬁ Emexa was the Tirst one from Efulu who went to Europe and

£ e,

rad the “0.A."7 and "MA.” degrees.

CHAFTER 15
EMEKS BECOMES & MINISTER

tmeka resied for bwo weeks after he returned from Europe and then
weni back 1o ?.%‘ white man who had trained nim and staried again 1o work
for bim. When he began work, he was made 8 supervisor along with the
white man. The white mar’s posiiion was only slighily above his. The
sglary he was pald Tor thal work was too large Yor words. The pleasure
car he used 1o g0 to work in was beautiful, betier than thatl of anyone who
Tived argund f-u gt thal time Any Uime bis pleasurs car went by, people
gathered shouting by the road waving 1o him, seuing, “E & aba al € e
ahal” Indeed, Th»rw s no other way o describe his situation excepl o say
that hie personat god had slevated him greeily

o <

Zeing in this high position where Emeka was did nal make him Torgst
that if one compared his whole lown with Europe, 811 his country sti7)

)

remaingd in darkness, because there were no people with higher education,

Therefore, when he goi a 1ol of money, including what he had placed in the

bank in Europe, hie weni Lo his homelown, took thal money and sent out
four young men 1o go and study higher sducalion in big schools called
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witversities, ne ajons rained thoge peop Ee s‘aﬂer e
peopie o his town Toved him aven mors. SONT e

titie in L%w iown, The pame oF the 1itle i%;a—:s;‘ gave him was "The oh
neopie aie pleased with.”

wHhen ga;;mj foriune comes 1o g person it comes down Tike rain.

Ermeks’s becarne & {lood thel he could not hold back. Two years afier his

return & g 5 action was made of those who would go {o the House of

Assembly where Taws were made 1o govern the whole country. Emeka was
at work: s people met, wrote him a letier telling him o return, that
they had chosen him 1o go and represent them at thal Assembiy,

He then went back. MNobody vied with him for the Assembly position
of iheir peopie. They &1l supported his going Lo that Assembly for therm.
He did noi sperd any money to campeaign for thet position Mor was thers
any night trayvel or bribing involved in it. His going to that Aszembly
caused the government people 1o accomplish various things for the people
o7 biz town |, including ihose he caused s people to uge their hands Lo
arcompiish by themselves., Soon his Lown developed a 1ol and became a
Targe and beautiful Town, To cap il all, in that Assembly Emeka was made
g Minigier who saw to the weifare of the ciiizens and the happiness of all
ihe peoble. Emsha was ihe man of the dey
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