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Introduction

For a very long‘ time :now, the Igho ‘language appez‘ifs to

have been a victim of apathy. And the pity of it is that it is
he Igbo_themselves who are larpely responsible for that
sorry state of affairs. For while the lgbo man, especially

the educated one, finds it fashionable to speak a second

language be it English, Yoruba, Hausa or what have you, he

considers it less dignifving to use his own mdther tongue.

It is not unusual to find, even in the Igbo heartland, that
the members of a family prefer to converse in a second

language where they have acquired one. A possible, if not
probable explanation of this idiosyncrasy is that the Igbo
are a h]ghly imitative people who are strongly aftracted by
the lure of the novel and of the unknown

But with the silent culiural revolutlon now ‘sweeping
through Igboland the scales are now falling off our eyes
to the extent that the Igbo language is now being accorded
its rightful place in the scheme- of things. In the field- of
creative literature we can now say that Igbo literature has
arrived. Budding poets-and novelists are springing up and
literary works of various descriptions arenow in circulation.
Among the new breed of Igbo novelists.is T. U. Ubesie. His
two novels Ukwd ruo ogé ya ¢ dia and Isi Akwi daran'dla
are, in my humble opinion, masterpieces in their respective
classes. The first mentioned novel is a love story which is
full of action and suspense, and onein which the tragic and
the comic are eﬁ'ectlvely juxtaposed, That novel reminds

one vividly of Thomas Hardy. The second novelis a pathet1c .

dramatisation of our experience (here in the Eastern States)
durmg ‘the last civil. war. Ubesie’s style—the graphic
delineation of his characters, his poignancy and aptitude for
arousing laughter at the r1ght moments, his effective mani-
pulatlon of the element of surprlse by bulldmg suspense——;s
quite remarkable. o
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Readers then would be interested -to learn that this
Anthology contains a considerable number of Ubesie’s
poems—ten in all—and several other highly rated pieces
by others. J. C. Obienyem has eleven poems; Nnamdi
Olebara seven; J. C. Maduekwe six; J. U. T. Nzeako six,
and so on until we reach a total of sixty-five poems.
Genesis of this Anthology. This Anthology has sprung from
an Igbo literature competition which the Oxford University
Press organised in 1973. Some of these poems were sub-
mitted for the competition while other were sent in, solicited
.and unsolicited, by their different authors,

Classification of poems. 1t is difficult to categorize these
poems since every one of them has something peculiar to
itself. Some poems have identical titles but their themes are
different. Such poems therefore, are not variations of the
same themes. However, an attempt has been made to classify
these poems. The exercise is intended to serve the con-
venience of readers: more like the rungs of a ladder fashion-
ed to lift the climber to the highest peak! Thus the poems
have been grouped into five sections, as follows:

Section I: Poems on Nature and Phenomena

Section II: Poems on Persons, Places and Things

Section III: A bit of Philosophy

Section IV: Poems on Politics and Society

Section V: Elegies
The titles of the sections themselves give some ideas about
their respective contents.

The poems in Section I probe those themeswhich marvel
and disturb us—Death, the Moon, Sleep and Creation
itself!] ‘

'The poems in Section 11 convey thefeelings and attitudes
of their various authors to places like Enuvgwu Ngwod and
Miliken Hill, and things Iike Nkwu, Ngana, Ngwéré and the
rest of them.

The poems in Section IIT are rather philosophical. These
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poems arouse our thoughts and feelings with elemenis of
didacticism and moralizing. :

The poems in Section IV reflect on our contemporary
society and nolitics while those in Section V, the scantiest,
are just two elegies.

It must be repeated that these classifications are not
water-tight. The groups must naturally overlap since the
range of human thought can hardly be confined, thought
heing so elosive.

Presentation

Tones: In these poems tones are fully though cconomically
marked thus: High tones are left unmarked, low tones are
marked" whilemid tones are marked ~. Wehavemarked tones
fully and consistently in these poems because we are con-
vinced that the practice of not marking tones in *popular
literature’ should not be extended to poetry, modern or
traditional. One of the distinctive features of poetry in all
cultures is that it exploits to the fullest all the codes of a
particular language. Tones are the codes which make the
Igbo language meaningful. Where the codes are not marked,
the meaning is badly impaired. Besides in indicating tones
we wish to show or explore what stylistic features are
exploited or could be exploited by the (creative) Igbo poet.
For example, it seems to us that the raison d’etre of Ogun-
giofor’s O dinod ki m bury nnunu or Zére ohi is their
exploitation of the tonal possibilitics in the language.

Spelling: In Igbo all vowels and the syllabic nasal carry

tone,( marks. In view of this fact, therefore, we have had
to ‘correctly’ spell certain words differently from the practice
in published works. Thus, for example, we have nwainyi
instead of nwanyi ‘woman’;niile instead of nile “all’; and
naini instead of nani ‘only’.

In this Anthology we have not bothered to reduce every-
thing to Central Igbo for two reasons:
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(i) This-is poetry and every poet is free to use-non-
Central words. Where these -words séem hlghly
Iocahzed exp]anatlons are oﬂ'ered in the notes,

(ii) The use of words and suffixes from different dlalects
. gives some. realism to the poems. The poets are from
 different dialect backgrounds and it is only natural
that some of these dialect words should find their way
into their works. For example ‘rainbow’ is differently
spelt as egwilrigwil and ogwirigwi, while the
inceptive suffix is given somewhere as -ba/- -be_and
elsewhere as -wa/-we.

Notes: The poems are followed by notes and explanations.
These notes are not substitiites for Igbo grammar or for the
poems themselves. They merely serve to facilitate easy ‘and
perhaps meaningful readmg by offering quick: references
and explanatlons where necessary. Details have beéen') pur-
posely left out in order that readers—and students— may
be induced to think, to investigate and to appreciate’ the
poeéms themselves. Ydeally these notes and explanations
should be written in Igbo. But we have done otherwise

because unfortunately for most literate Igbo people, Igbo

is more meaningful through English!

In conclusion we would like to saythat we are presentmg'
this work to the public not as an-achievement but as a
beginning, not as an authority-but as a stimulus, not as the
best but as a protofype which artists will look upon to
fashion the best. )

We hope that our readers cspec1a.liy m post—pr;mary
institutions and beyond will find thlS humble “Anthology
useful in more ways. than one.

Ul High School, ' R. M. Ekechu_kwig
Thiala. B

1 August, 1974
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Egwurugwu

Egwurligwil,

Obi oma di th, thgbé m hiry gi,
N’ogd anya anwil nd-ala n'igwé,

T pita n’igwi gi niile, Bgwirl SWUL, |

Mgb2 m na-&le gi anya,

Enweghi m ike ikowa ola add ole i ji wee puta,
Mgbe ahil i gard igwe gburugburu

Umi} ihé Chi kére eke na-elele gi. \

Nne m kordla th si,

O bury nd egwirligwh pita wigws, mirl agaghi ezo,
Bielysd thgbe egwlirligwt chirila '

Qcha ya niile, chibda ha n’ime igw &

Egwlrugwi,

Mma niile a, i mara,

Oleg kK’mma onye kére gi di? - :

1 mard mma di oké onil nke nd-agaghi azuta n ahla
Ofito dirj Chineks, onye kére gi. |

Kevin Amasike

Chi
Onye kére mmadi nd ihe niile di n'dwa,
Nke ni-achoghi k3 ramadi huy ya anya?
O byla thgb thmadi na-acho ya, -
Ma § noghi n’ebe di anya.

Q di onye hyry Chi anya n'liiwa, - :
Nke ga-ekwu ma ¢ dj 6ji, ma & di Qcha"

1
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Chi, fimadt chord iha gi anya,
Ka mmadi nye g7 otiito diirj gi.

[LU- T L .

¢ mmadd chdrd nd [ nd n'hue wimin
Ha weée na-achy 4ja, tinye n’ime mmiri.
Ndi 0zo chéré na i nd n’osisi,

Ha wee na-achy 4ja nye arisi.

Mmadi na-éme ihe ndj 3, niile,
N’iche gi, Chi onye okike.

N’ibi na ha hyrli oru oma g,
Ma ha ahughi gi anya otll ubdchi.

E leghi anya Chi na-&zo ezo,
N’ihi hmadi gi-énye ya nségbu
O buli mgbe o na-ek? ihe ohu,
Ikenyerc ha ndi ohui.

Echéré m na oke onl ga-adj n’uwa,
Ub¢chi timadi ga-dhu chi ha anya.
Otuiy ga—amaku ya n’oke onu.
Naani ole na dle gi-ama 0s0."

Ma ihe ka n’ony ogn ga-ekwe ya n’aka,
N’ihi Onyinye dj iché iché, o nyérs ha;
Mgbe ahu, ichu 3ja n ’ogologo uzd akwuysi,
Ikiru ala na ikpére arfisi dkwysi.

O buru n’elu igwé bi ulo Chi,

Q plchi ot ubochi jbja leta Gwa,
Inara otirto di na-éche ya,

Na igé nti infirp mkpa ndj mmady ?

Echéré m na rgbé Chi ga-abia,
Ndi mmadq ga-akoro ya dtutu akukd,

2
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Banyere oru ojoo ekwensu lurl n'uwa, i
Na ndj hiril n’anya, onwu gblird, ' ;

J. Tagho Nzeako

Onwy

O nweghi onye nd n’akikl
Fbe i nighi agaru.

Ma o bll maara ¢marairé
Nke nwére ike ighdte gi.

O nware ala ebe i kor uko?

Nnimu nké Igwe ‘agbanapughi

Ihe gakwudoro- kpakpan nwa Okpo ngu
Nime oninu ala.

Onwu kwobere awg akpukpa I na—ata bl‘,l,o

Nihi iheré adighi Onwy nikl

Ookwa Onwu gblirh ahyhu nd-agba oto

Maka Onwu anagh1 aso oberé nke ¢ na-aso nnukwi?

O byru na o di ihe ozo ki Onwy,

Gini méré ka ajadu nwya n’okporo,

Mgbe ¢ nara aga ibute ozu otu nwa Q mutara‘7

Asi m,

Gini méré Qnwu 1hapu okenye ruchere nku"
gbue nwa ya bu nwa nta ?

Nwaanyj para afo img, ya n’uche
1si waba nwoké, ya n'uche—
Qnwu pi-gbu onye nwere ¢go
Onwu na-¢gbu onye énweghi egd

3




Onwuy, dlee ebe mma gj dj
Onwu i zord ubd gi &bed?

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem

Onwy

Ihe nitle nwére ndd, kpdrd onwu asi,
N’ihi, onwu enwéghi enyi ma ot
Onwy adighi dnu arjrio mmady,

Ma ¢ maghi onye ukwu ni onye nta.

Oles ihe kdre onwy n’liwa,

Mee ya onye ird mmadi niile ?

Ma ,mee ya, § dighi Aty egwi,

I gaa n'igwe mmady gbuo mmady?

Oled ihe méare na onwy maard mmadi niile,
O dighi otl1 onyé ¢ na-&chefn?

Q bl na anya onwi(l na-ahy Uiwa nnle"
Ukwu ¥a na-agazi n’Uwa niile?

Oleg ihe nyére onwuy iké n'awa,

Ura adighi atu ya o buli ot ybdchi ?
O dighi aka nka di ka ndj mmadu?
M3 anya mmadi adighi ahy ya.

Oleé ihe mére na j dighi &ri egd,

Hapu ndi oma, ki ha di ogologo ndit?
Oleé ihe i jiri hapil ndi ojoo,

K4 ha na-éme ihe ¢jpo n’ogologo ndd ha?

Onwu nwéré ogologo ndi n*iwa,
Nke militere mgbé e kérd gwa. |
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Ma otil ajiju k& m chorg fjigl,
Olet thghs ike gi ga-agwy n'uwa? .

Onwu, m gighi échefl ihe 0joo i mére x,
Gbuo nwa nné m na enyi omma m.
Onukwube na enyl m Akiynna nwiry n’agha.
Agaghi m échefts ha n’iwa.

E 1éghi anya ike gi malitéré n’igwe,

Nebe i nd-arury Chincke oru.

N’ibi na i na-dkpolara ya ndi nso,

Ma ndj mmehi® n3-aga n'oky (g‘:.la) mmyg.

O di ajiju 0zo m chord iji gi, onwy, |
Oleé ihe i na-ahapi mmady ¢ na-ata ahyhy;
Gbio ya nainj mgbs o mafiters irk urd?
O bl ya mdré timadi ji kpoo gl asi?

- Q di ihe Oz m chord ijd gi,

Oleg ihe mere na i dighi aky aka, . )
Mgb? i nd-Aga ighli mmady n'uld ya? -
O gosighi na i nyeghl mmadd nsoplry?

Onwu by ihe na-eche mmadi niile.

O kwésirl ka anyj ghara itd wjd

Mgbs anyi nd-aga hil ndj dnyi n’igws, -
Ma na-etd jhe kére anyi ebi ghi &bi.

Otito diri onwil, nke ni-echétara mmadi,
N2 ¢ di mma ki thmadl na-aty egwil,
N’ihi nd onwy nd n’akikl yld hmadd,
Na-ado mmadi niile aka na nth. -~

Q bury na onwy adighi n’iwa,
Oleé n’yld hmadg ga-ebi?




Oleg ihe Griri mmadi ga-eri?
O bl onye ki mmad{ gd-aty ujo ?

J. U. Tagho Nzeako

Qnwu

Onwu! Oled ebe | dj?

I di ka onye oru ubi,

Nke na-adigh éche oka ya ki o chaa,
Tupu & ghoro. '

Onwu! Ebeé ki i bi?
Nna m ji egbe acho gi;
Nne m ji aka odd &tu gj:
Ma ha ahiighi gi.

Onwu! Gini ka i bu?

Ugwo gl enwéghi Osisa;
Agbd'gi enweghi nyighari;
Onye i kpdrd okl gi-azariri,

Onwu! 1 nwékwere omiko ?
1 maghi onye ukwu;

1 maghi onye nta;

Hei! i di th egwiL :
C. W. 0. Ajaeghu

- Onwa

Onye ihu ya na-achapita n’abali,
Agbogho ochi ya na-aty ka akpali.
O bury akwa eké dmaghjm, °

A koo ji na ya, ahughi m.
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Aluluit mmiri na-agbarii ya ihu.

Ehihie na-¢hu ya ilu.

Ma o na-eso m acho Udara n’abali okochi
Onwa, onye agadi na okoro na-aniry onil.

J. Chukwuemeka Obiényem

Onwa m?

Lée onwa ahl,

Q putakwa.
N’0te aka

Ka o nd ugbu a.
Ma o gafuy &so
O gi-achota m-—
Onwa m

Onwa m ki ¢ bi.

Joseph Chukwir Maduclowe

Ura o
Ura, nwa nne onwi

Ebe ike gi niile gwirl _

Bl nd nkwaghépy uzd be onwii .

1 na-ario mmadi ma o bl any rgba

Anya né nso na-ahu. ' : ' “

‘Ljitho agh, _

Mgbada abja fusa ya ufurd n’ihu
Akpamiike gi na-aga thgbé niile n’ebe niile _ |
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A chuo gi ¢so mgbe etdghi anya i bja Ozo
Ma ¢ dighi onye na—egwutu gi anya, -

Mmadil nd odi nia-esé ytirj :

Anya gbaghere ma ha adighj ahu uzo,

Ahu kyo udiis, nti kuo pam

Isi na-aty kwekém di ka ke figwerd

Mgbé olu chgro is0 n’ala, onye ahl ghoo ada
Magharla anya ki o mara mmadu dle hiiry ya.

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem

Ogbaiije

NigkU: Nsogbu dkarjala
' Nhusianya dkarjala
Kwa afo yka Nwamkpa
A gbaa hke mbu, ¢ tug n'ogwe,
" A gbaa nkeabilg, ¢ tug n'ogwa
“ E kwéré ogwe pia akii?
Nwa ald ahusiela anya
Nke 3 § bughi mkpisiri akd ochid?
Anyi dabiri ya ka i ghara ibia ¢zo
E nyéwo ymi ebiri oka ..
E méela umy aka saraka
Ihe ndi 2 bl ki o st chog
O bl gini fodury? .
- Ma ebe i jikére ikplt 2nyi onu n ala
Imési anyj ike n’eléghi anya
Enwéghi &beré¢ maka nhysianya
Husie anya lighoro ise -
N’ak(kt mmiri nta

s
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Ka ibu pkit n3 kara]un
‘Ga-agwa gl okw, okwu i ga—anu
Ka nike a byry ijg ikpe azu gi.

1iE: Oles ebe i jim aga?
1 ji m aga akikd mmiri?
Q bl ebe ah K’ natdrd m?
0 bughi gi na-ebe akwi
Na-4cho it ubgchi niite -
Ka {iso ekwil gi juo?
O bughi gi na-agba 3ja
/ Na-acho ihe 1 ga-éme.
Ka m bata n'uly gi?
T mezuola ki m si choo?
e Ibu nkil na karajih
O bughi any dhu ka o na-emebi?
And m iche na-ele g anya
Hu k& echiché unil si aga
Ist m oku gi-éme ka
- M jie nji ukwul _ o
Q bl onye ojil ka i ga—amu 629
Enwéré th &beré n’ebe unit no
Ahbwo @ nhysianyd unill

- Ma nweni hdidi n’ezie
_ O foduy tigboro ijé abud.
A N’ihi nd aka m angzughi ogé m
: Ki m wee nogide byry nke gi..
o

¥
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Onu Uduma—Mmm Oma

Onu Uduma, thmiri oma anyi,
Mmiri di jui na-acha ocha

I na-éme k’anyi na-afu gi n’anya
Karichaa mmiri di na mba ozo.

Akpirf andghi akpo anyi nku.

Site na gi ki ihe oriri st abja
Akuku anyj na-éto 0siiso

The niile%@ n’ala anyi na-etd aha g1

Onu Uduma nara ékéle anyj

Mmiri Qhafja, mba ndi ikom.

I nd-ekwo rhgbe dumh, ramiri oma
Anyi ji 4ja asopliru aha gj.

E ny& m mmiri 0z, m ga-aju ya aju.
Nye m hk¢ a mara aha ya

Bl Uduma Ukwu fiké mba di ike
Aga 1h éwere ya mee ihe m chdrd.

Iroha O. Iroha

Iiji
Oleg otu i jiri buo n’ngy taa n*ume?
I di mma ka a na-dhy g anya.

Gi bl ihe na-eriighi k& ihe m gi-ejiri ond fupi n “otil
ntabi anya

Mpi gi dj ka uibé ¢ ji ali agha.
I miri mmiri ojoo,

10




I misa ya n’elu nri mmadi ga-éri
I miri fisi,

I misa ya n’elu nri mmadu ga-éri
The & buid jord mjo i buiders;

I busa yi mmadd.

Nki gi machara mma di ka & téré ola édo
Mana ihe chi gi kényéré gi bu irl nri di njo
Yiiji, a si na i bughi ihe Chi keré &ké

I pughi ifebata ebe a gi-dhy g anya.

4 Kevirmdmasike

Udelé

Mmadi) na-&leda udelé anya,

Di ki nning rirg ary;

Ma o kwésirj ka e nye tidele ¢kele,
N'ihi ory di mkpa ¢ na-aru,

Mgbe ozu Skuko nd ewu tdgbord na-esi isi,
O bughi nadni udelé na-&ti aka n’obi,

N’ihi ahuhu thmad@ na-dhy, n’ihi isi 0jo0d,
Udelé wee gaa buru ha niile rie.

Otutu ila ka a na-atu banyere udele:
Na dj ka idelé gwara ndj eny ya,
Ime nwunyé ya di, na-ato ya Gto.
" N’ihi nd O dighi egwu di abia njd.

Nwuny? ya muo nwi n'lido,
Ya é&rie ffe, kuru nwa ya,
M3 nwa tideld ahd nwao,
Ya ¢rie nwa na mfe ya.

11
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Mai tdelé nd-énye ihe kére ya ekéle.
N’ihi na mma adighi idga n’isi ya.
O dighi atufii egd n’iziiry Tiwe,

N’ihi frwe chi nyéré yva adighi sﬂe_‘a nka.

O di onye bii enyi iidels,

Nke nwere ike ikowa ndit fideld ?
The o jirl kpoo the oma asi,

M4 na-éri naani ihe nwiiru anwu?

Ndi okény2 na-gkwu okwil si,

‘A chuo.3ja firidth, ma a hiighi odel?,
Q dj ihe mére n’dbodd ndi mmio.”

O putira na fideld bil enyi ndi mmiio?

Olet ihe tdele ji di ndy;,

Ma kpoo ihe niile di nd asi,

Ya ki o ji rio ndi enyi ya si,

‘A choghi m okwu 0jod thgbd m na-eri nsx

Oleé ihe mére tdeld n'isi,
N’ihi na ntiith adighi ya n’isi? .
Q b ezie nd i chéré nd idi nso,
N’ihi ya, ka i ni-aga nso fiso.

O kwesiri ka i lee nndni ndi dzo,
Otu ha st adj nd@ hks ha,

Mgbé ahiy, i ga-ahu Stutu yzo,

I ga-esi nwee ndd ohuu kana

J. U. .T'cigbo Nzeako
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Ngwere

A na-atu ylo

Ngwere ana-gle anya
Mgbg a tiichara uld
Ngwerg eburn uzd kwaba,

O kwabi n’yld
O na-agbaka elu ulg -
Q gbakaghi ulo

O bil ya na-atu ulod.

Mmadil daa nkwi

A na-tle yi anya onwii
Ma hgweére daa el

O bilie tikapu 0sd.
Onye dara elil '
Bi onye ritlirll ngwa
Mmad ajighi ya
Ngwert 3jaa dnwe ya.

Ngwerd esoghi oke
Eje obi azil mmadu
- Omakiwa ya di
Wee na-ezé umi twa ndi
Onye na-esighi ike
Adighi mma ichd okwu
. O gbaghi ajj n'obl
e O ji ekplt thi n’ala,

Agadi nwaanyi si

Ngweré ya bid gburu akwi
Ngwers lechaa anya

7, Wee si agadi nwaanyi
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Na ya enwéghi efe
Gbutlio nke dj ya n’isi
Ma ya fody igbi

- . .
Nke d7 be agadi nwaanyi.

Uka a kpara akpa
Isi ka ji kwe ya
Ngweré achoghi okvin

“NK& o ji na-acho yka:

Onye na-achoghi ya

O hapii ya n’ido

Onye kpata nky ahuhu
Ngwéré ibjakwute ya uri.,

Okokporo biri

Ngwers abija bidéwe ya

O 200 ykwii nala
Ngweré émee n’elu uld

O hapi uld pliwa
Ngweré ana-échere ya uld
Okokpord bi n'pld
Na-ama okpara hgwére.

Mmadil tuo uld

Ngwéré abia bidéwe ya
Mmadi zaa uld _
Ngweéré achupll umd ahyhy
A na-&bi ndi

Hapu fgwéré k’o di ndi
Egbe ga na-ébe

Ez& nnuni dna-gbe,

14
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Ugwu

Léc otu ihe kére wa siri kpuo ugwi,

Ma jiri ahjhia choo ya mma.

Mgb& anya hiirdt oth ugwi di mkputamkpu,
O na-ahu ihe inye Onye kére Uwa ékele.

(_)tu mmadii si akwa mkpumkpu n’azh.
O bughi otu ahi ka ala siri kwaa mkputamkpuy,
Nke putara na mkputamkpuy ald bl ugwu,

Mmadt kward mkpumkpu na~agaghan ma ugwu

adighi.

Ma ugwu § bula nwéré nwa nng,
Nwa nne y& bl hdagwirliigwis
N’ebe & bula ugwu bi,

N’ebe ahi, ka nwa nné ya na-¢bi.

Q putard nd ugwu kpord elu ald ndi dzo asi,
Mere o jiri puo biri nkeé ya iché?

Qtuty ihé, ka ugwu kpord asi,

Ma hdagwlrigwl hird ha n’anya.

Mgbeé mmitl 0ziizo na-ezd n’Uwa,
Ugwu na-achypi mmiri ahy,

Mgbe ndagwlrigwl na-anara vi,
Mee mmiri ahit enyi oma ya.

Mmadl hiril ugwu n’anya karia,
N’ihi ya, ha na-dgakwurn ya weée biri.
Ikikl ugwu na-énye na-aju oyi,
Naini na ugwu adighi &ézo ih€.

Ma ¢ di ihe ugwu dotara n’yzd ya,”
Nke na-agbaji mmadd ukwi,

15




Mgbé thmadq chord iga leta ya, -
- Ma ugwu chord imé naant ndj di mkpa enyi,

J. U. Tagho Nzéeako

Nkwu

O di osisi bara nnl uii, .
Q dighi ihe di n’4hu ya na-ala n’iyi.
Ma mgbe ¢ di ndy, glizoro oto,
Ma rghé o togbdrd n'ald n'onwy.

Mgbé nkwu di ndil na-&to,
Di dchi nd-aga tee mmai. | .
Iglt ya na-énye azizi na igbégiri.

Ma osisi ya, kd a na-dmanyere ji.

Mgbé agnil nd-agy ewi nd aturi
A na-énye hil igh nkwi ka ha taa. .
O bi: ekweré nd igh nkwi,

Ka mmadi na-eji agba ogige.

Akwuy na-enye mmadi aku nd rhmanuy,
Ma énweé na $sa na uzé na-ata dkwi.
O bughi n’aky k3 a ni-énweta fide? -
M4 jiri ichéré aki na-émenwu oki.

Aburiby ka 2 na-eji emenwu okg,

-Ma jiri y2 na-égwu ¢ nd eyi. i,
‘Ogugu kporo nky, ka e ji ¢ke clu ylg,

Ma jirikwa ya mee nkg n’ekwu oki.

Oghirigha a kpdrd oku na timany,

Ka mmadi na-eji ési ncha.

16
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Uduko nkwii ¢ térd tamanu, - .- . L.

~ . 3 - - v N [ :f
Ka e ji aminye ¢okit n’ogd abali. o “Bg ‘
P
Omu nkwil, ki e ji ama ogu, 7
5 g Ty meEs N gRSan 53
E jikwa ya eke ihe okike.

Mgbe ¢ bula e kéré ya n’uld gburtgburi,
O gosiri na a na-¢re ya ere n’'ike.

Omu ka dibja na-akpa ka hkata,
Nke ndi mmady na-eji achuy aja.
Osisi ¢ géré ¢mu gbliirugburt, /-

B osisi ekwefisu nke gbiiru mmidi.

Ndi nd-ago mmiiQ na-egé okwu ariisi omu,
Mgbé ha na-&gburu arisi ha anu.-

Ugbo ala e géré omuy n’azu na n’ihu,
Gosirl na o bl ozu mmadi. '

Ogugu na ekwere ka e ji akpa nkata,

Ma jiri ogwé nkwil mezie yzg,;”

M4 ¢ bl warie ya ogologo wée kee uld,
Ma ¢ bl gwuo ya n’ala ka ¢ byry azy ulo.

Nkwu na-énye mmadit otutu egd,
Ma ¢ choghi onye ume figwu.
N'ihi otuty ord ¢ ni-énye mmadi,
Ma nkwy nwéré ume figwy.-

Lee ka nkwu si ¢to ogologo,

Ma o bughi ibi ka osisi ndi 9zo.

Q gbanysghi thkpordgwi fike oma n’3la, -
Ya méré, ¢ na-ada thgbd iklku kil

Nkwu nwére obi oma hké ya,
Na-azii mmady, nniad.-nd anu.Qhia.

17
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Ma ¢ di aririo m ga-ario gi,
Ka i ghara itighu okukd ¢zo..

J. . Tacho Nzeako

P4 Ea Pt LT

Ngané Laz noss

Ngina bu oria aki ya n’iwa.

M3 naani ot ihé na-agwo ngana.
Mgb onye nigana kpiichiri dnwe ya ute,

Naani agyll na-ekplighe ya.

Mgbe chi fosara n’Ututd,

Onye hgana nd na-¢hi ura.

Mgbé ndi mmadi na-dga oru ha,
Onye hgana no n’uld na-tleghari anya.

Ngana na-eji ike dgwugwuy,

Wée gaa n'ul) enyi ya bu himadi.
Igba asiri, izu ohi nd igwl egwu,
Ha bi ihe ngana na-eji ary org.

Ngana bu onye iro mmadu,

N’ihi nd ¢ dighi émere mmadQ ihe oma.
O na-¢duhie mmady n’owa, '

Mia mee ki hmadi taa dnwe ya-uta.

Mgbe iifody, hgand na-ewitara mmadu,
Ahu oki, oke oyi na isi gwuwa.

Ma ihe ndi a niile-na-dgbalaga,

O dighi urll ngina biara mmady,

Q dighi ihe Dgana na-énye mmadu,
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O dighi onye hgani hiry n’anya,
N’ihi nd ngana abiighi onye oma.

Gi nwoké nd nwadnyi bl onye hgand,
Gaa chee echiché k& oma,

K32 i malite ir( ihe kwésiri ekwesi,

Ka akpiri gi ghara ibé tororom.

J. U Tégbo Nzeako

Adamma

Oti nwaanyj m hirii-taa,

Aha y& by Adamma;

Adammi marid mma hks ukwud,
Guzoro kwekém,

Adammai tord ogologo,

O bl dsaawa e ji dma atn;

Ahu ya niile nd-tme pokopoko,
Agiri ist ya di ydrii. -

Imi ya dj warara, .
Anya yi na-gke ririrj;
Ez€ ya na-énwu di ki ogwa,
Mkpisi aka ya dj sam. .

Adammi bitirl mma aka,

Ekéle ya gosiri ume a3,

QOchi ya di ki ihe- . B

Nké mumuywawarj na-&nye n’gchichiri. ,

: C.W. 0. Ajacgbu

19




Miliken Hill

Aka eriighi hga egbe yiri akwa n’elu oji
Ukwi eriikwughi hga ¢ burl: umu g ‘ala.

M tuo aka Okirikiri ukwih oji

O dirtillt ogu dle?

M taa anyd n'ukwii ala 3, anya i} erugh1 ya.
Mgbe ah, 1h juo onwe m:

Onye kare ala 4 k2 ¢ji?

. M piopitta isi n’yld m di n’Ogbedte Enugwii
Chedo ihit m n’Qdida anya anwi -
Kwa mgbede, anya anwu na-ézonaghl m

amawa .

M noro ebe di anya,

Ala 3 adi @ k& o kpl okpu

M gakwuru ya fiso,

Odika aja;ngwuru na—ede mmm _
O b donye kpirrl aja 2 k3 oji ang elu
Miliken Hill—OQry éblibé Chingke.

Enugwu N gwoo
Onye ijé puta n’Miliken Hill G
Ebe anya ya ga-aga bll na hdagwirh ugwu
N’ime ya, gnd gbamgbam na-gke bambam. .
Umi ahjhia nd-amita mkpur ma ¢ ba 1furu
Na-&fe yari yari yari.
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Ifury osisi (ndi) na-acha &do ¢do, uhie Gihie,
Ma o bl ocha dj va.

Uml anf na-efe efe n’ell’

Ann-&f‘pohnﬂ n’eln wwe

Ime ndagwuru ugwu ahll b Enugwu
I noro ebe téré anya ¢le ya
O di ka ebe ymi ooyl kirg dkwy ha.

Mgbd i batard i ga-aby noukwu obodo
Nke by isi Obddd n'ala 1gbd,

Onye puta n’okporo uzd -

Ugbo 414 na-agbaghari ihii, n'azy

I gée nti | ny opi ugbo okporo Igwe ‘
Uzl ya na-ada .

Pot-akot-jee Ngwob

Pot-akot-jee Ngwoo,

Kevin Amasike

Akwa Mm1r1 Osunirl Naija

The.gbara agada: -

Ot ukwi n’C)mcha

Ot ykwil n’Ahaba

Nrelu! eke na ogwurigwit)

Nk& v 18b0 mmiri nkwu{na-ari e]u ngwere lpr ~
M3 ya bl ihe débere . - : ‘
Ahaba wOdida Anya anwi

Dobekwa Onichd n’Owuwa Anya anwil.

Q ghara agada, dlee ihe ¢ ni-eme?
T noro n’ukwii Ojukwu Omché. legara ya anya

21
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O di ki o s2dord aka ablio n’Ahaba
Gbado ukwu abiio n’QOnicha.

- Mot na mmadi: nd-awi igedé n’azy ya -

Kwa chi jiri, kwa chi byro
Ebe ¢ bl ya gbubiri ha,
T chere n’ikpere dsimiri ki Erikd bia nyaf éga ha.

Mmadi gbaa dgads,

Q nokata ukwy gjijie ya

O chikota ukwy ya n'oth
Ogwe a kward n’ama, na-adipia adapia.
Olet mghe ume ga-agwy ‘

Onye a gbakpord osimiri agada?

The aka na-¢me dj egwid!

J. Ch#k»vuemeka Obienyem

Ogé

Nku thmadu kpara ni nwata

Bu nkuy ¢ na-anya n’agadi

Anya pidara apja na nwati

A naghi &i ya ahy uzd n’ddinihu.

Onye ib& ya na-asucha ubi

Na-amako ymit mkpuru akuky -

O na-agaghari si ihe niile diba echi

O makwa nd ogé kwirlt na mbu na ya andghi &che
mmada ? '

Oge mere echi ji dj imé

O mére aw idf na-ata aka n’onu tai
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N’ihi mgbe gira aga, ¢ siri
Echi bia ya ébido igba aji

Ogt biitééré onye mara akwukwo'ida akwukwo .
Meée azil kpapuri uri neiu aia, ndi iyi izo kwudo ya
M3 mbé, nwa aliigh, onye nwére uche -jiri oko
Kpoturu oge n’egé:

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem

Agadi Nwaanyi

Agadi kawa nka, 9 di ka e jighi egd luo ya.
A nugbuo ngwg, a kpooya okokpbro

Ara telisia ¢, ¢ dakpuo.

Aguil émebiela ochj

Ukwn jie agi, mgbada abia ya ugwo

Otu & ka ndd agadi nwaanyi di.

Ji a kord tad, echi ¢ nwuo

Nke 4 bu ndi nwaanyi.

N’aghoghd, ¢ na-&to di ka okwind
Na-égbu mima dj ka jakpukpu igwé/
Di nwrii di k3 Utneng chara acha

Nka bia, ya émebie mma.

O ki nwa siri ike

Nne agadi nwaanyi, nwa mére gi otu &,
A tuwa ilu okpukpu

O di ka a na-atyry yi agadi.

Onye akdla echi onii
Onye na-anwighi, aka ga-éru ya na nka
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Maka- lkpo ogugu bl Omu akwi
Nwadnyi i na-ihy digbu 3 -
O di ka ndi mmio mi ¢ bu onwu na-egbu mmadu,

Nwére: oge o méré ki yra o
Ghara igd umi 6korobld n’anya.

Agadi nwaanyi jisie iké na nka gj

I zUrh ézlt na nwaanyi

Nirja nne nwadnyi, umi meéré gi ki i d}
Umi agboghd ligbu 4 gi-ewepll aka na hjo
K’aka ruo ha n'nka,

Agadi nwaanyi ajria

Ana t dhu mma di gi n’ihu.

- Nnamdi C. Olebara

Osisi Na-ami Egs

Otl ya ebe &, otll ya dhedye

Ka ha gizochard by mkpury ala

Di okpf di ka ala di ki elu igwe.
Nelu €lu ahy osisi nwa oma a,

Aku foro ya yle, abo a\foro akpu.
Mkpuru ego,

Mmiiri, egd

Eriri, egd.

Onye nwére nkwu kdweré aky n’eli.

Mkpuru ya nyéré thmany, nyére aku nyére nky
Ifuru ya ny&ré thmanya, nyére nri ala nyére owa
Ogwe ya nyéré ublli nyére ahlhla ubi nyére nky.
Anaka ya nyére eriri, az;za nyére ofbro o

24
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A choo ikpo aha si chéta étkwara unmmu na Qmu
nkwii;

Ahy nkwy dum kwuru ekpm egd wee kwuo

" Onve nware nkwu kowere aki n’eli.

Joseph Chufewu Maduekwe

Mmanwu

Ebe a ki m zdrd dnwe i, nwa ogbddi;

Ka m gbanahi Agaba si dbddo.

Ujo maka o mira loo m nd-aty m.

L&e ihu ¢ kwara! Bze di ya n’onll na-achy f.
Olu dgené ya ni anya gbdra tbu di m ujg, .
Ma osg ihu nd dzu o jl dga b t ihe ute, -
‘Girzo, glrzo, kiriwe ndi mmio si ime a1
Nne m gwara i, nwa ogbodo ya:

Mgb? | plird kiriwe ebe ot himanwy guzb
Die, ot nwa okorobja pltard kwary,

1 maghi, n’azy oke ihé egwii ¢ byla,

Nwa afo morl dowara ya ochs.

N’akﬁku dmume ¢ byla na-ekWeghl nghota,
‘Oke ogugy isi mmadl‘x méré yay O kwe. _

Joseph Chukwu Maduekwe

Anwuy Nta

A chowa ndi di nta di iké n’dwa,

Anwu ntd di na ya;

] ma na dgi o nd-aly k3 d wee keta awa
Abighi ikpd ike enyi ga-ekweta.,
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A chowa ndi di wjo df nko n’awa,
Anwy nta di na ya;

L&e etu ¢ nd-agba onwe ya dj ki aky
M3 o mata isisi ndi 0git ya n*dwa.

A chowa ndj oma di ikpd asj n’awa,

Anwy nta di nd ya;

O bl gini mére ya amughj oru ubi?
Ya nomiri danda na-enweghi iro n’iwa.

A chowa ndi di uba nd-anwy ngwi n’iwa,

Anwu nta dj na ya;

A kuo ya aka, a kuo yi nsi, foe ya ajal-
Kurububa ¢ di n’ddi onwu ar,

A chowa ndi di n*dwa na-édighi urit ha bara,

Anwy nta dj na ya;

O nyeghiri osisi aka k3 mkpury yi mia.
O rughi ikpoba ubi ka o ghoo nri Al3.

A chowa ihe durh kwesiri mgbucha n’i_lwé,

Anwy nta di nd ya;

Ka m juo, ¢ bi ihe ahu hury ihe dum nd o di mma
Keéré€ anwy nt3 wunye n’uwa‘?

EKé, were amara gi na obi oma gj dj ibh
Chikorg ndj 0 ji onil mere agiga,

Wunye ha n’ igwe n’ime oke Osimiri.
N’ala Osimirt ki ahy ga-adi ozu ha mma

Joseph Chukwu Maduekwe
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Atilogwy

Egwu ndi Igho

Egwu di egwl diazi omimi
Egwu na-anaghi agwu ik€ nkili
Egwu Uiwa durh mara maka ya.

Egwu ndi ikolobjd na umi agbogo
Egwu iké n& ndi rijuru afo

Onye ike na-adighi anaghi agba gi
O bi gi ki e jiri mara ndj Igbo.

I nweéré anwansi di egwtt

Taa, ekiriena m gi, i jii ™ afo

Ahy m na-ama jijiji nanlri -

Obi m na-echékwa ogé m g'ihit gi 9zo
Echi, aga m ikili gi ¢zo

Mana afo agaghikwa ij& m ma ol
Nihi na gi bl egwu di iche

Fgwu di omimi n’agaghi anwy anwu.

Chidi Emenike

Usu
Usu mid ka ya si.di njo were abali akpa.
) bughi na abali amaka hké na o ji ya akpa.
Q buyru nd a chowa, 2 highi, o0ké a hurg, € mee, -
Usu wee lekata anya wee were abili éje.

Usu na anu el na nke ala abyghi nwa nné
1he ¢ nd bl o siwe ik&, o sowe ndi ki ike

27
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Anu elii ka fike al ike, .usu &sdwe hi- _
O bury any ala ka ike, ha nd ysy adiri  °

Mmadi nokata chowa okwi, O si nd usu di njo
Usu 4nd-adi nj§ ma umy {wa ana-&ri ya eri?
Mmadi na-eri any usu mard na o dighi njo
Ma ¢ bughl, ¢ ga-aby ajo ibe ki thmadi ni-eri.

Urmi nnd m, n’ebe & ka okwu nd gbaani iri

Umu mmadi andghi &ri ihe joro njo ‘
The oma ki thmadil Chukw kéré 8ké na-éri l
Ebe mmadu na-éri usy, ¢ bughi anu di njo !

Mmad nokita n'yld, o choro asirl gaa
Usy jiirl nwaydd hapiiru dnyj shihi2 durh
Anyi hapu &hihi were 3bal pd-achu ya
Ichoplitd ma ¢ bil ezi okwi n’usy jord njo .

Umu ibé hapunii usy ki o ziionl ike |
O maara na ike adighi ya, wére abal] akpa _, |
Usy putawa n’¢hihie, & mesiwe ya ike o "
O chowa jputa n’abali, um@ thmad ju. :

T. U. Ubesie

Okokporod o

Loy At
Okokpord chupy figwere ya na dnye ga-¢bi? T
O bid] okokpdrd chupy figwerd ya n akika sbiri? ‘
Ma 0bddd na-enweghi ngweré, ha na-ebi n'tido. ]

Okokpdrd plta ututl jewe n’ébcj nkwu -' ' ‘
Jechaa lota na be ya, nty ekwii nd-2che ya : i
Q gbard Yzo hapl uld ya, kA dnye ziwa ya? : I
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O jiri ewil chuwa &ja, ya na onye ga-éri
I nd-2ju ya ndi gi-eri, { s} nd o nyirj ya?
Hapdru ya ozu ewl, tgb¢ ¢-kpord gi i bia.

Ndi mmédii‘ na-iko va onii ma ha ejighj okwu -
Urii di n’ibii okokpordiziry umi a,‘ké. aji
Ndi mmadi lekata anyd ha ékwufidéwe onil

Hapi okokpord ka o biwe ndi), tgbé ¢ hiirl ya
N’ihi nd ndll nwoké na-&bi bl thgbé o bi s¢ ya
NdU ya by naéni antri ma o biri 59 ya,

Mgbe & buld o ji so ya ¢ hapi ply ya
Were igddi kpochie yzd, gawa ebe ¢ na-dga
Q lota n’étiti Abalj, ¢ by dnye ga-ckwu?

Okokpdrd gbuo okyko ya na any na-éme
O bury onye ji nwadny], ymu aka nwé isi
Nwekwara ykwy yé, ori aku wee nwere ukwl va.

Onye lyru nwadnyj wepita any ¢ ga-ita.
Otll nwa ya beéré akwa wie si n’ime 1o bia
O werd hke o jl nye ya, kwury agut plwa.

Okokpord pita Ututd tikipy n'ézi ;
“Ofe ya gbaa yka, ¢ lota o guplita ani
Gupita an tajuo afg ya, kwafo ofe n’ézi.

Egd konahu okokpord, nadnj ya na-&be
O nweghi nwaany} nd ymi ¢ na-akyry nri |
O masj ya gari, ¢ fyo tikapd, piwa.

M2 o bury onys ji nwainy} ya na ihe na-3me,
O choo kA o zlity nwa ik&, nwunyé ya abja. = . .
Q choo ka o kachiwe obi, & chéta yml ya. - -
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Okokpord banye n'ahja zuru iko nnii laa
Ofi1 iko nnil ga-adigide izl vka agwu
Q na-asi nd nnu ya gwiry, ya na dnye na-éri?

Okokpord ga na-ébi ndu ruo tgbé ¢ ga-dbu
Onye rachakata ité of€ ya lee anya n’azua
_ Lewe anya n’akuku niile, mara‘itte foro ya.

7. U. Ubesie

N kWI_i_

T bita n’6bddd ndj Tgbod
Légharia anya n’ala ndi igbo
I hu ihe kwii oto di elii
Na-enye gi ekéle dj el

Nkwa jliru ibu ibl, dj ogo
Na-¢kele gi bii onye gbja

K’ i 51 wée bata n'abo va
Nke ndi Tgbo ji na-dkpa egd

Osisi d1 0og6 na-aghagd

Ndi kwi otd na-iju itd ogd
Nkwu na-akwu otd, nd-eto ogd
O nweghi ebe o si 4gbaghd

Ulowu ya na-ési iké n’ala

Isi ya di k’0kpu ez& 3la

Di ka nwa @madj ji hiche anwi
Were na-ekpuchi ndi dzo anwi

Osisi di vkwu na-ési onwi
Sj na ndi nd ya n’dkpurit
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Agaghi na-ahy anya anwil
" Ebe ha nd ya n’dkpurl

Ma gi bu nkwu déra di Thkpa

‘Mara na anya anwi di ha mkpa

KA ha nwee ohéré di ndd
Soro ibé ha na-ebu ibl

Otu ahu gi si di mma

Ka echiché gi si di mma

I di ogd buru onye ukwu

Nye di ochi ebe ¢ na-azo ukwi

O bury na ¢ byghi ya

Urh duth thmad( na-enwe gi
Enwéghi fike gi na-éru ya
UJzo ir1 gi ga-ara ahy.

Urit a na-énwe gi bd aji .

O bi aziza e ji dza uld?.

K’ O bu nkata e ji gkpo aja?
K’ & bl igh e ji aru ylo?

O bl aku si n’ahu g1?

=K’ O bl mmanya a na-¢nwe gi?
Y

O b griri e ji ¢ke ihe?

K’ O bi mmanu ¢ ji éri ihg?
Nkwu, | mara mma di ukwull
Osisi g1 b naani dgo

I burh iblh dikwasi ogd
Ekelee mii Obasi di elii.

3
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Ugbo el Qg

Egbe biawa ibliru okykd

A n3-3kpo egbé nainj ajp ahi
Ma mimadi turu Akt bia ogu
Ibia gbufit umi Mmadi

Ndj ke ya: dna-ani onu

Ndi o biara igbii dna-azii -

Uzil ya b ike Amadioha
Os0 ya na-tyi ymil Owa egwi
O fewe wee feba n’igwé
Ucha ya na-adj ka hke igws -
The e j1 na-ama ni o dj egwi
Bi hgb? o ghaplrl igwd oki

I na-¢kwu na ¢ gbara eghg,

I nu kadith k& ¢ tlirg borhby
Anwirg oki ya na-&ju ala
Uz okii ya dna-eki 313
Fbenebe na-égbu mmadj
Tiiks &na-aziiry yA wrm

Tgbo eli rimie n’igwe ocha
K3 egbe buuru dkyko ocha
Ndj égbe ga na-agba egbd

K4 ha gbattio ya na mgbo egbd
Ndj e gburl k3 a na-eli

" Ndi gbaru egbu ana-anl

Egbe bja buru nwa okykd

O gbuo y&, ¢ rie any okukod
Ma ugbo eli gbuo nwa mmadi
Q hapi ozu yi ebe ahi
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Oke &t ana-efesd
Mkpu akwi ana-agasa

Tan'hn a Trq mmnﬂn dum di ? ndn

Maara ihe e ji atn va egwﬁ

(_) na-grughari n’elu igwé

Ebe dum g na-ada nwa jirg
Anuy ohia na-aty ya egwl
Um nniind sd na-aty egwit
Hei! vgbo elt e ji gje ¢gu
Lékene ki i sl di ogo '

I di mma, ma na-azt ajo . umu
Onwy Ka i nd-azim ymu.
Ugbo ettt bl maka iga hjem
Ma hké gi bl maka igbli ocht.

7. U, Ubesie

Okokpord na Agboghd

Okokpord sinye ité ria nkwi

Qrdaghi elfi, ité &tiwaa

Okokpord siwe ité maa Qsd
Maira na ili nwaanyi eruwe
Agboghd sliinye ttwe di mma
Mara na enyl ya nd n’ézi
Agboghod chowa mma di egwl
Mara nd anya ya dj n’ézi

Chere k& m siwe ihe oriri
Na nnd m vkwu nokwéa n’ory

33

. g




Anwiry mkpuke kwud nwoke
O mara na umi nwainyi di ike

Agboghd oma jukata di
Udele abiawara ya di
Okokpord na-zhd nwaanyi
O gawa ili ada mmiio

Okokpdro mére enyi ruo dno

O duwa uwe, akwa Emewe
Arboghd mére enyi ruo ino

O mechaa enyi, dnye ga-alu ya?

Ngwére
Abiy th Ngwere
Neluuld gika m
NoO ybdchi niile anwi na-acha
Nago gl naani ofo '
Maka } naghi énye i
Otito nké m

I siri ike di ka m,

1 daala elii di ndit?

Eiu ntakiri ka i na-ada

E buru gi gawa ul ogwit
Ma ubdchi niile k3 m

N’ési n’elu osisi ukwu

Ji afo m daa n°ala

Gi b rhmadu, :

Ana th etd gl maka amamiihie gi
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e Ma ebe i magburd onwe gi n’ihe
; Gini méré i naghi etd

Nihe nike 4 na i nweghi ike im€?
Dike na-anaghi etd diks ibt ya
Onwy na-agy ya. '

Nnamdi C. Olebara

A Uwa Ntugharj
*Madq di ndd bikata ndd
Uché ya nd hjém ana-&me
O si na nkwu fére n’ykwa -
O si n'ykwa fee n’dkpaka

~ Na-eché ihe 2 ga-éme awa -

" K*iwa hapt ihe ¢ b dj iché
K3 a si pa ndi nd n’ala
Na-adagbuzi ndi nd n’eld

Nke nd-ewl n’ogé igbua
Bl nd ymi nwaanyi na-ckwu
N ¢ bl Chi kére nwoké
Burd ya kéré ymi nwadnyi
Ebe mmadi dum bl thmadi
Ha na umi nwokg ga-aha

I jewe ikwii, ha ana-aru uka
Na Uwa dorh na-asighe anya

Uml nnd m gézjanh nti

K3 anyi mara ma ¢ bi ezi okwil
N’umi nwoké na ymi nwadnyj
Ga na-azo ist n'ézi, n'uld

Nwata si na ya ba di mkpa




E kénye yi n’ltu 0bodd
9 si nd ya biiz] okénye
E kényé ya n’ibi igbe ozii.

Ott1 thé m chord igwa unlt
Bu nad & nweghi tgbé Chukwu
Ji wée nwoké nd nwaanyi
Kwuputa si na ha gi-aha

A si nd nwoké akdghj nwaanyi
Si kwéta na ha ka nwoke
Onye ki mmadd ga na-éme
Nke ga-egosi nd o k3

Mgbé nwainyi gi-gje be di
Mgbeé nwoké ni-alu nwainyj
Nwoké na-¢bu mmanya nwaanyj
Mekwasi ya ego nwadnyj

E keéers nwoké nwadnyj ahi

Si nwoke ya liwa nwadnyj

O hap ebe nna ya bi

Kwabata na be nwoke ahi

O byry na ymi nwainyj .
Chor¢ ka anyi kwe nd ha ki
Ha burt mmaéanya bjadwa okwii.
Si nd ha na-ajy asé nwokée

Ha mee mmaénya n’isi nwoké
Duru nwoké lawa be ha

Anyj ekwe nd ymi nwoké

N$ n’okpurlt ymil nwaany]
Ha lubata nwoké n’yld

Nwokée ana-aza ori 3k
Nwadany] abury di nwé ul-
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Nwokg ana-ésekpliru ya
Ndj ohi bia n’ime abali
Ya buru mma bia chuwa hi

A PN ilrm A AE svrnadn
.I.J.Ctybl L&]_JU J.I.I'I'ULU dLIELACENVELE

N’ihi na ¢ bi nwadnyj nwé uld

Unit nwaanyi chowa ichi uld
Ha ga na-ewéta ego nri
Nwoké ha na-aly gi-aga ahia
Zyta ihe a ga-ési n'yld
Nwoké zuta nku'di akp -
Wakata ma & kweghi iwa
Ebe nwaanyi ka nwoké ike
Ya bia nara nwoké anyy iké

Q byru na ymi nwadnyj
Emezuo ihe m gwara uat
Ha zawara anyi di nwé yuld
K'umil nwoké zawa Ori aky
Q buyry nd ha enwéghj ike
Im¢ ihe k3 di nwé ulo

Ha ga-aby ori akli ha b
Anyi ka na-aza di nwé yl9.

T. U. Ubesie

Ndu Nwaanyl

Osisi nd-eto ngwa ngwa
Na-aka nkid ngwa figwa

M4 nke ji nwayQo na-éto -
Na-¢bité ndi aka

Otu 4 X’¢ di n’'ymi nwadny}
Na& ndd ha na-ébi.
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Ndj Igbd na-atu ilii na-gkwu
Maka ndit nwaanyi
NI iito nwaanyi na nka ya

MNa_aitlrn ald Al
v@-wjing dRd duia

Di ka oka a kard n’ubi
Na-aka ka o sitoo

Nwaanyi di n’ezigho nwata
. A na-dle yianya  ~
e O na-&to n’ike ki ome ji
o A na-agbazi va

A na-azil ya n’uzd ¢ ga-ési
Bie nké oma na di

Ara abyd plta ya n’obi

BE Y O sie ik& njide

Uché ya na-dgwa ya na-asi
Na ya étozliola 1§ 4 Grow™
Nai ya €ruola ihe ¢ ji nwaanyi
Weée na-éme n’iwa

O na-aga i, ¢ na-azg-ala
‘Q b dnye ga-tkwu?

O na-aga, isi ya alaa dzy
KOwa bi fiké ya

Isi laa azy, 6 nupy obi
Na-éfe onwe yi efe.

Nwata nwa agbogh¢ na-aga ijé
Ya di ya n*'uche '

N’ara kwii oto, ruo n’ikpe azu
O ga-¢mecha daa

Ya jiri igbu 3 na-élepi) anya
Ka ndu ya ga-adi
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Mgbé o gbard ogu afd
Tukwasi ya ihe,

The uwa adi ya n'anya
Ka chi na-efo efo -
O malite imé dmume
K’onye ji uche ya

O ga-amata ihe df iche

Nihe di abilo

O wee ya anya n’Uwa anyj nd
Gbara yzd abug,

Ot ba vz ila n’ivi

Nke dzo bl ndil.

Ugbu 3 ka o ni-edd yi anya
Na di di ya mkpa .

+ N’ihi n’0 bughi na be nna -

Ka agbogh{ ga-ebi
Aka nwaanyi na-éhi n’isi
B di na-alu ya.

O buru onye by mmadd

O na-¢me Hkeé oma

O buru onye bu 2j¢ mmady
O kpido yi ihe

Kechie ajo ihe n’isi akwa
Na-&che di ga-abia

Mgbe chi kpotard nwoke
Ga-acho ilj ya

O wethlata obi n’ala

Na-éme ezi dOmimé

Nwoké ji uche, hy ajé nwaanyi -
Ya n’oso ana-éme
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O biri na-aza nne nwé yld
Uwa &jus ya afo
O wieé hy na ara kwi oto

-

O che¢ta ndu ya n*agboght
Thu dtgo 'ya amu.

Qn
Onye ji oji ejighi ndi
Qii di iche, ndi: di iche,
Qii bl di okpara Amadj
- Ndi bt Amadj n’onwe ya.
Onye jére weplta Qji
O hu ndy, 0 gl-ewstakwu,

Ebe ¢ji bl okpara Amadi
Q choghi aka rory arn,
Ebe ¢ji bl ihe obi oma,
Ya na hjo abiighi nwa nng.
Nwoke na ibé ya taa oji,
Njo di ha n’obi agbapi).

Oréma bl mkpury di uto
Ule ggha na-ato mmany ang
Qkwiiry beke? dj n’uld

Anu ewi d, nri di

Qji na-clt ili karia ha

Ginf ¥’e ji &bu uzd snye oji?

Qji bl nri mm{o ni mady

Nk anyi na thmud na-riko.
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‘A sl nd anya hury ndi mmiio
Anighi an ndi nd-etl ond
Mmady na tmuyd na-ata oji
E mechaa mmadun adi ndi.

Okénye jide ojf, siip ude

Ndi mmiio na-ana nt}

The mimadu na-akpo ha okl
Ka ha bia géere mmada nti.
Okény? jide oji n’aka

O na-ario maka ndy mmad{.

IThe oma ga-2ment, ise!
Nké ojoo gi-agbafl, ise!
Ihe oma bidwani, ise!
Nke 0joo ga-ahapd, ise!
Akt na Oba, nd ymi, ise!
Ezi mmadu na enyl, ise!

Egbe ga-ebéreny, ise!
Ugd ga-cbérend, ise!
Nke jére bere, we ju
Na ib& ya gi-eba, ise!

~~..Nkithaplt ikwa ya, kdma
: ‘Ya fewe ebighj &be, ise!

Nké anyi ji oso na-achy

Anyj ga-3nwude v, ise!

Nke ji 0so na-achy anyi,

Anyj gi-agbanahy, ise!

Nke dnye chord, ya hu

Ma hke oma nd nké Qjoo, ise!

Qji di ntd n’anya mmadi
Ma ihe e jl ya éme dj egwl
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E nwee obia, ¢ji apiita
E ji ya achu aja, m’ o b
Jiri va na-agba ndi n’dha.

Qji, ekele diri gi

N’ihi nd mmadd hurd gi

N’ebe i di ntd na-eki ila

Kwe na i bu ihe a na-énye ugwi
| N’ihi na i b nwa Amadi

Gi na aka rary ary by iro.

T: U. Ubesie

-Akwukwo Oru Ego -

The n3-alanye mmadi n’ikwa Gdo

The nwaanyi soro ju di ya

Weére gbasowe di amoosu

Ihe lagara onye isi, na igwurd ohi.-

O bughi ya méré ndj Ndia ji ére ymi ha? _
Qokwa ya blitéré Ogll na thgba niile di w3 taa?
Ookwa ya kwanyaré uky Chukwu na tkporo?
Oleg ihe a nd-akporo nwa ogbényé ‘Onye mmiig’
O biighi nd 6 nweghi otu o ha ya? o
M jide ihe & n’aka

O na-iku pekepike

O na-aghokwu ifufe.

Nwa mpempe akwukwo éfir!

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem
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Mmai di nko enwéghi isi,

Nke nwére isi adighi nko.
Ada ji akd kwaa nna ya,"

Q bughi okpara kigburi ya.
E sowe ihe nkita rirl '
Any va adoro e 1ighi eri.
Onye tara ahu jee n’¢ba

O di ka d j¢ indra ji.

E ji aka nri tie nwa ihe,

E ji aka &kpé guglio ya.

Onye tétara yra atu fikwe,

Q ga-asi onye kpotérs ya?
Ukwy oma kpg, kpobiri ani, - -
Ukwn oma, O bl e nwéghi isi?
Onye jiri onyd miagbu ewi
Amighi na igwit ala di oru..
Okei nwaanyi rijuo afd,

O si ablrd ha amaghi onwuy.
Udard oma daa n’aji,

Mima ¢ mard Ama arysiala.
Anaghi m &ti nwata ihe,
Sikwaa ya ebéla akwa.

A hu nne ebg, hu npa ada,
Ndi mkpumkpu dgwuchaala.

Ihe Uwa

Uwa na-ato nadnj nnu finu
Ke&du ka ¢ ga-adi?
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Ihe duh na-dga ngwa fgwa
Oleé ka o ga-adi?

Ihe niile djzlichaa mma
Uwa ga-abuy gini?

"Mady niile byry ndi oma
Oles ki ndi ga-adj?

© gd-adj anyj k’gwa anyi no
Ga-iby nadni mma,

E jigh ihe 0joo ma ati
Mma3 enwéghj isi.

Uwa byry nainj ihe oma

Q gagh adj uto,

A fiuo mmiri ila, hy nke iito
The di iché adj '

O bury na e nwéghi agha
A gaghi ahy tdo.

"Mad{ sjékwughj ihe iké
Q gaghi Ama ihs,

Nwaanyj alighi di naabd

Q gaghi ama ihg,

"Mady buo mmiri n3 thmanya
Q hu ke k4 ary. .

T, U Ubesie

Onwuy
Quwy bl ndy! ~
Ndi ebight ¥bi—
Ma n’oky ma nd ide.
44




Mgbé ume fepiiris,

Mkpuru obi adaa jii
Kudebe kpum, kpiith, kpuih,
QObara ajuo oyl gbakdo on,
Mgbe ahl ki ndi bidors,

Mgbe anya gcha kwurd jith
Na-amiike ka afere owuwa,

Anya ntab? abyry ihe gara.aga,

Mgbe ahi, ndi} ohurd ahll Agamidnari.

Nye m ndi ohurf fike 4!

Ndq ikiikll nd mfeghari—

Si n'isi Twa ke & fee n® Uwa ndi ozo;
Ndiq di dmimi,

Ndi diké mmio

Ndi dwatuuwi—

E béghi e¢be, e bd éba.

Nara M ndil iwa ke al
Ndi nchékas], wev -
Ndy mmekpa ahy, #§. e .
jeelsus ‘Ekword, na obi 0300, vitlee domo o
Ndi ntaji anya, ¢ nw \(_,.:

2
3
o

Odi ndit g'aghota jhe ¢ kirl;

Ezi osisi g’amita ezi mkpurd,

Osisi gjod amitakwa mkpuru ojod.
Ezi omume anaghi efti uzo,

N_]o na mma anaghi agako.

Mgbe ogé ahit riirl - "

Odi ndi dnara ugwo ya n'lju!

Chidi Emvenike
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Uwa a dikdmsi hu ya

Uwa ke 4 mara mma ike ukwui
The nifle di mma jurd n’ime ya.
Mmadu na ihe nifle e kéré éka,
Bi ihe jtinanya di hké mma.

N’uwa bl s¢ mma na liba

The nifle e kére ¢ké bu sd ond

Ma Iee! Uba jirh n’0wa anyi bi
Otuty ndi mmadi na-ata oke afuly!

N’ebe niile dj iché n’0wa,

Ogaranya jurd, ndj ni-emegbu ogbénys,
Ha niile by ndi nwére aki karia

E nweghl omiko n’ebe ibé ha no.

Uwa oma anyi nd n’ime ya

Naani onye ji ike bakwa uba, -
Ya ga-abu onye a na-anu olu yi,
Ogbenyée enwéghi ike n’ony okwil.

GinI kd dwa mutara n'ihe gira aga ?

" Nezie, ¢ dighi m ki o nwers.

Maika na obi 9joo na-achoghi imitd
Ihe ndi 4 gara aga, ga-alaghachi ozo.

Abali di Egwd
E mechaa, anya anwy gi-ada )
Mgbé ¢ richari oru va,

froha O. froha
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Onwa na kpakpandd aputa,

Iche abali bi nke ha.

Igweé ocha ga-alamikwa -
Igwé ojii aputakwa® -
The gi-&je n’liso nké ya
Qchichii ga-andchi ya.

Tkukir ga-eji nwayod
Choro ebe ¢ ga-and
Okpomooky ni-eji oso
Nye ala iji oyi ¢ na-achg.

Uwa niile na-agbanwe
The nitle na-adi iché

Site n’ala ruo elu igwé
Onye mara otu o si éme?

Mmadi na-akwuysj oru ya,
Inwéte eztimiike ya,
Mechie anya na ony ya
Ghbatia ykwu na aka va.

Oke ohja na osisi
Ni-échere dirikwa ji
Ahihia ndli nd-&hube isi
Mara otu Abali sj di.

Anuy ylo na anuy ghia
Na-ilaba ebe ha si bia;
Anu fife nitie nd ymy ba
Na-alakpukwa n’akw( ha. -

f)fng ani na-éjeghari
Di ka usu na jkwiikwii
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Ha na ndj fiche abalj
Dj ka uzo ndi ha si dj.

Osimirl nd-abyu sd¢ mma
Bbiri mmiri adighj mma
Azl ni anu hké mmiri
Na-amaz{ na abalj dj egwi.

Umi ahvhu na nta
Anighi arjghari n’ala
Agwo niile nd-eziy ik
Ma2 eke, ma ehi mmiri.

Q dighi 9zu § buld na-ada
Q byladj n’dgbo aghd

Ndj ird na-énwe iido

Nké& tmadd ni-apughi inys.

1 miiry anya n’ime abafj,
{'mata na o di dmimi
Ma § gaghi ekwe Smyme
N’ihi na aball di egwil. o
Emeka Egbuchulam

Ugbo

Uwa ntd nd-alakwuru hké vkwu
Ahy na-alaghachi n’ebe o si
Onye nwé ykwy ewérela ukwu ya
Onye nwé aka éwérela aka yi

M ga-2sf anad gafle gl

Natiighi fighzo ?

Ebe o bl uzd diiri oha?
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Ka m kelee gi

Ekale ikpe azuy

Ebe mmadiy nifle gd-agafe uzo 4.
M2 gi onye na-cbe akwa ‘
Hichaa anya mmiri n’anya

N’ili nd ugbo ke buru
Handnayas na-éche Safaira,

1, B Akoma

| ek
Okwu 2™ ¢

Gini méreé okukd

Adighi anyy ma amiri?

Ginf méré ¢ry ndj na-ahusi anya
Adighi apiita ezigbo 1h&?

Umd nna ndj dzo kpdrd chi ha okwu
Ha gbapéré vz ha

Mee k3 ha bata n’2titi ihe
Ezigbo ihe nke itiri

Enwéghi ike ichiipi.

Amamiihe fike ni-enweghi nsotuy
Izl fike nd-enweghi Aty

Ridatara di ki dgbanela -

Wusa umil nnd niile,

Ya meéré onye nwe i,

- Wepll akwa ofi,

Akwa ojii kpiichiri okwu fike ..
Mee ka ihe bata

Ka ¢ gbaa m gbirtigburi

Ka m ghara iddgbu 6nwe .
N’oly, n’efil, n’efit.

N’ikpe dzy, ki ¢ buru
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Na m bu oke okuko

Nké hgbs o na-&ti mkpu ohuil
Olu ya na-agba kitikiti

M4a e mesia O na-ada di ka dgene.
Na-akpo mba niile ok

Na-as0 0iso di ka mmany anwi

Oluku

Oluku, gini ka i na-ézuzi?

I beéwo akwa bejuo ité mmiri
Jezebel anaghi ntj

1 ziela ozi, dee letd

O nyeghi gi dsisa & buld

I biiola onu di k& onye mmehie,
1 nd agul emetaghi ya

I kpuworo ya isi ala

Di ka ¢ bl Chingké Nna.

Sanu Ald emétaghi ya

I nddu dj ka udelé
Miniri mara ablighi uzo
T ga-eji énweta yas.
Nwa ndatu aki

"A na-ahu ya n’egwu onwa

Ebe i bl onye it ya,
Kwapiiru y2 ndi mmio
Otutu dj, bd ndi na-acho gi.
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Olee 1he m biara n Uwa imé

~Adighi i ndd maka oriri na ofuny

Adighi i ndi maka twe oma na ude isi

Mba! Adighi f ndi naani maka ihé uto ni egwu

awanter

Abiaghi i n*dwa 3 maka imégbu ndi ¢zo
Ablaghl m n'iwa & maka ire 3bllo nd imé aka abuo
Abiaghj ffi n"iwa 3 naani maka mkposa na $gi nd gham

Abijaghi f irétd n’ahu ma o b na mkpuru obi m

Abiaghi i ikwé nkweéghegh dj ka atutu

Abiaghi i jgbd nadni igha nké ndi 0zo na-eti mgbe
dum

Abiari th ki m ghoro mkpuyri

Abiara i ki m michie anyi suchaa ohja
Kuo mkpury nké m

N’aha nké Nna.

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem

Akuko nwa Ogbénye

Nna nwiird ki m gbara s¢ afo ise.
Oru m nd thgbe ahy bl ik Ainwa.
The $zo m na-éme di pzo ato:

Nke & bt nri m na-ana Maima;

Nke 2 bl egwu m na-agury Bombo;
Ya na yra m na-¢hi thgbd iicha,

Ebe a chord di thkpa, m pita n’ogbo.
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The m chéré n’obl ki ochi ato:
Elu uwa bl anfi, afri:
Ebe ¢ ji ité igw? &si itanta;

------

Ehihié na anyasi, m na-&buy, &to.

Otu ybdchj ki m nd nne arjawa,
The o ndrd n’oria bl izl ang
Onu iwa gkweta nd onwu ga-adi;
Ala ewdrela oke, ike Gwa agwu.

Mgbg ah( k4 m jirl hi dwa oto:
Tsi m na-&ji nchi asa mgbe ncha.
The m ji ya bu ibl b afd atg: .
Mmiri na nku nd ory m na-&je;-
Nri m na-éri, mgbe 6fu, thgbt ato
Ha méré dfu ubochi k& m rjawa. -
Qnu m ji &ri az), éri htanta, '
The m ji ya nu ogwi ka afd ato.
Ebe m purl n’uzd ndj ochi aka;
Ndi m na-akpo enyi ¢zoo n’azy.
Ony e ji ekwu vk éghere ka Umi;~
The ha na-aju bl hpbé m gi-anwuy.
Chi ji anyj ndd! Mu na-kwus.
Otu m sird kpo ok, Chingke aza;
Onu e jiri ny onn alaa na rhma;
Ndi enyl dka nndi; ndi ogd abja. ~ - :

, . M. C. Ogunjiofor

. Osisi na ndd anyi
Mmad{ nifle nweré ndj, ' '
Nd{ Chingké nyeré anyi.
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Mmadi niile nwers ike,
Ike Chingke nyéré anyi.
Ndi tyo imé, o muta iké
Ike tyo im@, § muta fba.

Onye di ndi adila ike,

Onye di ike dikwa ndi.
Onye di ike enwéghi ndu—
Isi ya bil nd o nwirt anwuy.
Onye nwere ndi adighi ike—
Isi ya birnd ¢ nd n’ori.

NdU nd umi ya bi n’ghia
Onye chdrg ha, o bawa ohia.
Onye agui ji chowa nii,

Nri ¢ na-acho bl osisi;

. Onye orja ji chowa ogwi,
Ogwu o na-acho bl osisi.

Nkwu na ngwo &ula ohia
Onye kuru ha kirg ego:
Nkwuy na ngwd bewe akwa,
Um di ochi dkpawa egd.
Onye nwére egd nwere oni.
Onye nwére onu nweré ike
Ntutuko aky aghdghi iba, -
Onye di ndy abachaala.

Oru e kére ¢ke mard mma:
Alwukwo rére €re zlio ala;
Al3 ¢ zir ni-azikwa nri.
Osisi gbaa egwil, Uifufé bia,
Ikuku di njo dlaa eli;
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Ndi mmadi na nd{ na-éme;
Ndi nd n’oria agbakeekwa.

O dinoQ ka m buru nnuni

O dingd ki m bury nnlni,
Ruo nwa dki, éfe n’elt.
Chi bdo n’ezigbo ututl,
Ahda m oni}, bido fikwe.
M kwechaa wee tdo Obasi,
Ekwee m otl, tdo Nné.
Akuo m hkl, pararam,
Megharia dhuy, ¢ bury fe.

M feruo higa osisi miri,

Amii M onu gwuru otil,

M riwe thgbe afo @ jurt,
Esord m ibé fere Gfe.

Si fike aht, fere Aba; _
Anyi anoghi n’iméfu okpdghd
Si dnyi ji ya gbawa ugbo.

Osisi ¢ buld anya @nyj hart,

O buruhaa ogbg, anyi nwe.

E rijuo hke osisi miri

B fetito al, 2 hukwa i,

E lewuo hgd mmiri dord

E jee higd ahd, tyry ndd. .

E feghariwa rhgbé anya anwil dara,

‘A laba ul, hie yra.
54
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Anyi andghi n’ikwy ego isi
Nne nd nn3 eghghi onu,

Onye & bula na uchd yaihuru}
Onye m3 nzi, ¢ kaa nka.~ :

M. C. Ogunjiofor

Zere Ohi

Otu ubdchi, ybdchi anwu,
Mbé apiita na be Ewi;
Kelee ya wee piita &zi.

Ewi kpuro Mb¢ je ohi;
Ha jee na be Ibdziakd;
Ha hu Tbé nd ymi ya ato;
K2 ha kpichi oka n’ond;
Ha efée n’dwere, mechie oni.
Ha andkata, ukwil &jie hi;
Ewi si ya ga-ala ala,

Mbe s] ya ga-ala ala;

Ha wee bilie, kere {tla.

Mgbd ha chighird ubdchi fikwo,
Ako buru igwé je orii;

Umu akd na mbara &zi;

Ha chia djlii, mechie ezg.

Ha wee banye dzigbonje;

Were thbazll gwupuo aja.

Mgbe ha bard uld be *Ako,

Ha lee anya hu nkatd akwi

Ha too n’ala, bido iti.

Méana Mbé k3 aghlighd ya ks
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O takita, ¢ piwa &zi;
Ghaje hga ha tirt ong,
Je lee ma ¢ gd-ekwekwa iga.

Tingm! tingrh! Ako ala;

Ewi na Mbé &bido oso.

Mbé bury yzd ruo onii;

Tiiga isi ya, ¢ bury la.

Ewi esochie enyi ya azu;

Tiiga isi ya, isi ya agaa;

Tiiga hgn ya, figh ya agaa;

Bianj lele enyl m, Ewi:

Afo ha ki mbubd nkwii;

Nwoke agbalia, ike agwu!

*Ako jiri nka gba 0s5;

Si n’odi wee jide EWI,

S¢lie ya ela, kugbuo ya. -

1 makwa esl i ya mita ihs:

Onye chorg ndlt nd mma,

Jikwa uché ya zére ohi,

Maka a s na o biighij ohi,

Ewi gaara adiru echi, .
M. C. Ogunjiofor

Ha gara &ji mma gbutdo
nnukwu oji

Ndi bi ebe ahll m maara,
Osimiri k&g ha abus ' _
Ma mmadi'kard iba n’akiki aka ekpe-—' '
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Ala mmadi na-asy thmtirh
Ha adighi &to 0gd kana oji -niile
Ha adjghi ebl ibl karla ocha

M3 irda ha hn ﬂr‘hnrﬂ

A na-égbu acharé, na-etochlkwa.

E wepi nri imirikiti aka na-asy n’isi ha,
Ha gara &ji mma gbutlio nnukwwop. .
Ha gira abu onwa nke chakere Igwe Ojii
Maka ha bl dji kara 0ji.

N’ime ha, ha nwéchara hkume

Ndi fike na-achituko, na-akwotuko ‘
Mai d bugh1 1he ndi & méré e ji dsy nri n’isi ba.
Tke kwe o b na ha di uchu na—agakancha n xhu

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem

Enwéla m n’ozu

Ugbu 3, a kuchidére m igbe ozt

K4 und chétard nd m by thmadl

Ugbu 2, kA unii chétira nd m b onye hkd unit
Ugbu 4, k2 ¢ sord unit ikwi okwu oma banyere m

Mgbe m di ndi n’iwa

Adi th ki nwa dkukd fine haplri n’ike
M3 O bu nwa nkita nd-asaghi anya

Nne ya anwuo.

Abit th onyé di na nsdgbu, mkpa n’ahyhu
Onye chi ya weeére ¢hihié jie

Onye miitara oku n’ala ndi mmdio
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Pita n’ila ndi mmadi ya anyuo
" Ogg niile m na-akwa akwa
O nweghi onye sirl m “hdo’

K3 o ni-dnwe onye jiiru ihe ni-esoghu M

Og¢ niile agyd nd-agu m,
Nasni echiché ka m jirl mee nri
Ebe na-enweghi onye nyére m rie

Ogg niile na ndd m ka Qwa jUrl

Uwa hke m éduputa m n’uzd sonyuo okd

M bury onye a jir aju

Onye na-enweghi ihe oma a ga-tkwun maka ya.

Ugbu & anwiigla m

Taa ka m matard jhe ndi iiwa a bu.

Uni ndi na-acho éztmiike orii,

Onwu m &buterela uni ya tad.

Tai ka ndi okwu na-adi mma n’oni
Ga-tkwu ihe di ha n’ond banyere m

Tad ka unti ga-akpo m ome Mma

Tad ki unifl gd-4kpo m nkita nwadnyi zurs
Ma ¢ bil onye ezi omume,

Ugbu a, a na-acho ikpdchide m aja,
Ka ymt nné m na ndj enyi m gi-apita
Kee ihu di ki onwy gbitrll th

Ugbu 3, k& onye & buld ga-acho

Tkwa ihe di ya n’onil

Ugbu 3, ka ndi mmadu ga-asi

‘Ewdo! Chingké nara mkpury obi ya
Maka na o tard ahuhu n’iiwa a.’

Mgbe ahii kA ha ga-2bido
Wukwisiwa egd n’elu igbe ozt m.

58

wr - = - [




Url gini ka egd 4 baard m? .
Ugbu 3, ejérucla m ebe m na-tje

Ihe ¢ sdrd unt wireni ozu m mée

; Ndj onwe mimadi n’ozu.

Otu a ka uni sj énwe mmadd.

N Ugbu 3, a donyela m n’ili,

Ugbu 3, unit n3-asj i gaa n’iido,

S Ebe m na-enweghi iido n’iwa.
RS Géent ntj ihe aja nd-ada n’eli m

' Aja ka ha na-gkpochide

Ugbu a, ha na-azd ukwil n’elu ili m.

Ugbu 4, e Bsiala m, thmadi nifle laa,
Laa n’gid ha, na-&ri, nd-any
Cheflto na echi dj imé
Ugbu 3, & nweghi onye na-echeta @
Obi di 1 mma na okit erighi ozu
Ogbénye di ki m
\ Ma unti ndi di ndi amaghi ebe unit
Ga-and dnwy, mi 4 gi-tlikwa unit?
Usity amaghl ma enyi m Udel® gi-éri eriri afd unii? '?
Otu 2 ka amamiihe uni dj
Ndi dnwe n’ozu !
Nnamdi C. Olebara

Ngwere
Ngwerd!
Siri n’elu oji daa
Wara oso
Si
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Onye etdghi ya,

Y3 etdo Onwe ya
Nwa diké dara el ¢ji
Gbawara 0s9Q.

Ngweré!

Oke sdro maa mmiri,
Mmiri dkoo figweré
Ma o kozighi dke!

Ngwers!

Ha durh madord afo n’ala,
Nk? afo na-ata

Onye maara?

Negwers!

‘Mge ihe i jirl bury figwere
K3 umi azj ghara irf gi
Qkochi, idu mmiri.

Joseph Chulkewu Maduekwe

M Ga-Abu Udelé

Mgb? m gi-dbia Ozo n'iwa 3,
M ga-aby udele.

Mmadd m bl ni-gwe @ iwe.
Mgbé m ga-abia 0z9,

Agaghi m abu Skukd—

Omu nnwa erighj aki nnwa.
Agaghi m aby nkita—

O gbupiita 6 rikwaa.

Agaghi m aby anu ylo—
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Onye nw& ya hirg n’anya
Ubochi oriri daa, o gbufiio ya rie.
Ihitnanya uwa hke 3 enwéghi isi.

Mgbé m ga-abia ozo,

Aga th dby ud2le, onye nwé ahia

M ga-enwere dnwe m karia mmadu

M ga-ebére n’elu yld onye ukwu ni onye anta.
Nri na any uni ki m ga-gburu n’atiighi egwi
M gi-&je ebe niile di ka ezé

Ma & nweghi onye gia-egbu m.

Mgbeé m ga-dbia §zo,
M ga-aby tdele.

M gaghi énwe enyi,

M gaghi énwe onye ird.

Nnamdi C. Glebara

Gini by Anuyry?

U0 aki) e zord ézo

Ka ezigbo anuri bu;

Site n'ugwu ruo ni ndida
Mmadl duth ni-acho aniiri.
Q di mfe inwé aniri?

Ka o siri ike inw€ ya?

Kéduy otu e si achota ya?
Kédu ebe e zord antri?
Anuri di mkpa n’ezi okwi,
Ufodu mmady amaghi tike &,
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O nwériri ihe ha na-acho,
Ha amdaghi ma o by aniri.

LEoLIVY W

. .

Ha nwekward ezi ygwo.
Otuty nwére akd na Gba
M3 ha na-achokwa anuri.

Ufodu nwérd tytu umi
Nweekwa otuty ymi nwaanyi
N’ezie, ha nweré ézi na uld
Ma ha enwéghi anuri.

Obi ume ala adighi

Afo Gjuju adighikwa,
{hiinanya éfiiolakwa

N’ihi nd e zord aniri.

M4 onye ocha mi onye ojil -
Ma onye ukwu ma onye nta
Flu Uwa na-agba aghara
Ebe a na-acho anuri,

Umi mmadi ji the Gto
Acho inwéta ot ihé &, -
Ma4 ihe 0to ha di nwa oge
Ha andghi énwe anurj.

Inii mmanya, is€ anwury
Tt€ egwu, imé emume,

The ndi 4 k& thmadu na-éme
K2 o wée nweta afur].

Ugbo elll na ugbo ala
Ugbo mmiri na inyinya
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Ha niile ka mmaduy ji aga,
Ebe o na-achg antiri.

Keéduy yzd e sl adi ndu
Wee nwee ez 0do n’obi?
Gini ga-akwusi dghara?
Q) bil ihe a b anyri?

Mmadil, ¢ prl ichdta tke &
Ma a hapu ya ruo onwu?
Oke ajuji ozo bukwa,

Gini ga-énye mmady antiri ?

-Emeka Egbuchulam

- Echi dj Imé

Nnyaahi} Agaala aga

Q gaféelar] banye
N’igbe nchéta ike dbuyri isi.
The durh ndj mire eme
Alakpuo n’igbe ahi

Buru ihe mére n’ogé ghoo
Amaala m ka ha sirl mee.

Taa di ndl na-ekit umé

The di iché iche na-éme

Ma ndi a thri anya ha,

M4 ndj a ni-atyghi anya. ,
N’ihi n4 madiy abiighi Chukwu
Na-ezir the g'imeéni

Na etu ha ga-ési me.
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Echi ni-abia dj imé

O dighi onye mara ihe ¢ g’iminil
Echi anaghi agwu agwu

Q dj imé mgbe duth

Na-amukwa kwa pbdchi

O bil nadni nchéwube na ekpere
Ga imé ka echi mug ezi nnwa.

Chi Eji

-Tad bu gboo'bll ahd,

Chi eji, a naghj akaly ubochi
Mgb‘é onye ji bido b Utuih ya
Na-eméka i ‘okény? .. .

‘M2 ) bi na akika'im nka -

Agighi 2gbochi iginihu

M3 O b kwusi mgbali

O b1 s00sd onwy ga-tkpebi—
Ozu anaghi akwa fka.

Mina odi ndi na-cku umé

- (34 na-anwariri 6ko ya, -

Maka na chi eji,
A naghi akaly ubdchi,

i o

Chidi Emenike

Chidi Emenike

Ihe Okwa Ekwé Na-Ekwu

Unii gbaa akwa mmiri gafére anyim,

O gbasaghi m.
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Ma o bl kworg ugbo gaa n’onwa,

Mai O bl wuo uld eli,

Nké ola &dd gbiiru egd

Mgbe uni élechirighi Asusy na Omenala unt anya,
The unti na-éme agbidsaghi m.,

1

Unit gaa Roshid ma 9 bl gaa Amerika,

Unit mara suo French ma ¢ bu dee Jaman
Ma o bl gaa uka nd London ma ¢ bu ni Rome
Unill mara som ma O b mara‘anya ahia’
Mgbé Asiisyg unii na-idachigha dzu

The unil nz‘l-éme agbasaghi 'm.

Nni unii hi nwiirg anwug. efugh1 &fd n'ime ala,
Ha na-dbe akwa n’ime dnyinyd hke und na-dhu
Ha na-agaghari n’ime ikiikd na-eka ekt
Na-esd mmiri na-kwo &kwd agba.0so

Ha nd n'ezi, n'uzo.

Ndi be anyi! -

Ha nd n’ime afo ndi inyom ke unit

Ha nd n’ime umy nti ni-ebe akwa,

Ha nd n’ekwu okil éle unu

Ha eftighi &ft.

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyen:

Akwa Ala Igbo Na-Ebe

A zurl unt n’jsd ghia
M2 unl ndrd na-2le M anya ocha
Umi m, Ole€ ihe m méré unti?
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Amamiibe unt nd-anyu osit (di Omimiy
Uni jirl ha étere ndj dzg ofé

Mgbé unii hapird h n’ida ajo ohia
INdj i, Ole€ ihe m méré unii 7

J. Chukwuemeka Obienyem

~ Afrika Enwerela Onwe Ya !

The oma Afrika énwerela onwe ya

Site nd Verde ruo na Horn

Site nd Gibraltar ruo nd Cape Good Hope
Nuria Afrika

Eg, anuri maka ndi isi ojil

Ma Afrika, ole€ aniri gi?
Oleg isi i nwerela dnwe gi? -
Ebe dtuty ural Afrika b Obia n’ala ha
Ebe a chuplrd umd nné gi n’ala oma ha
Chuga ha ebe ala kpord nku?
Afrika, obia n’dla ya
Gee nti na South Afrika, Zimbabwe na Mozambique
Nu olu il nné
Ka iherg onwe gl mee gi
Tufia! Afrika, hdo.
Nnamdi C, Olebara

Iwe di n N’obi

Ubochi niile ka unil na-aju M
Ihe na-esdgbu m
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Ihe mére ihu m ji di ka an( gbara m

The ihu  ji éru di ki mmirl
The m ji émechi onil di k& ozu
Hapu ichi ochi

Ndi ajijy,

O bil nd m nwéghj ez&?

K4 O bl na ez& m rere ure

Ka m ji naghl achi ochi?
Haptiny rh, obi adjghi M mma
O dighi m ki o dj unl

Oku na-ére M n’obi

O bughi nd m erighj nri
Urd gini k& nri bara m
Ebe obi adighi m mméa?
The di m n’obi kariri oria

Nkapi s n o nwéghi onye fury opi ya fiird

Onii na-agaghi aka onii
O nwéghi onye ¢ dika ¢ dith
Eze ya ga-aputa ihé

Hapiinu i aka

Ndj ohfi ni-améaghi na ha bl ohut
O bughi agult ma O bl oria na-esdgbu M
Enyi m fikapi si ihe mére ya ji es isi

Si ya n’obi, ¢ bughi n’ahu.

Q bu n’dhy, mmiri na anwil
M2 ya amachapula ya ri

Und na-aju m ihe nd esdgbu i
Ndi ajiju!

Ana th 3zo ala nna m

Ana m azo oke hkeé m
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Nwoke anaghi and n’ul) ya

Népia ihe o ji bury nwoké

Achérd m k’ahapli m ki m nwere onwe
And 1 acho wind noS m ndi e réfhry éref
Achord mh k3 ndi ji m ugwd kwuo i ya.

Ndi ajiju! Ginj ka unit ga-éme tgbu a?
Ugbu a obara di m n’anya

Unt asjla m fido

Maka ndo anaghi ila oria

Mgbe onye nzuzii matara ihe,

The o nwéré agwula

Maka ¢ dila, ejikercla m

Ibtisd ndf ird m agha.

Ndi ocha ji th ygwd

N’agha hi k& ¢tuty ymy nné m nwird

Umi nné m ka ha jiri si ebe 4 laa

Mee ha ¢di ndt onwo ka mma

Umi nné m nd nd South Afrikd, Zimbabwe, Mozambi-
que,

Rodeshia na mba Afrika ndi 0zo na-achikwa faa,

Oleé ndj ahfl si m zirn ks

Unl améghj na onye ele gbitrll nna ya

Anaghi eji rhpi el& Ay mmanya ?

Ugbu a, onwu kara th ndy to

Onwy ka m chord fighu 3

Ebe ikpé udo putara ad;ghl ike

Aga m ébu obé m.

Anidghi @ &le anya n’azu

Ma inlt nd-es6 m, ma Und andghj esé m

Ejila m onwe i chuo 3ja

M nwuo, ¢ di th mma; m di ndlt ¢ di th mma
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M3 ihe m chord bl ka ndi na-esd m n’azy
Nwere onwe ha.

Ha nwere onwe ha,

Obara m alighi n'iyl

Ofo na Ogwigwil ekwéla onye ird m chia i 0z9.
Nnamdi C. Olebara

Mbd m Na-Agba

Mbo m na-agba bl

Ka m dee ihe ndi & n’okwu Igbd. -
Ndi gboo kpara uka nasisu a

Ha kord akuko ochi, daa kwakwakwa;
Twe ha pitard n’okwu ziru oke;

Ha gbard iz, ghota dnwe ha n’ighd.
Ha birl Mbé n’echicht okwu Igbo,
Ha burh Nduri, bykwa nwa okiri.

Ha zard okwa hka, zaakwa ochi agha.
A kpdrd ha ma oka okwil ma oka ald.
N’oiil na nghota, ha nord bury 1gbo.

Mbd m nd-agba bu

Ki m dee ihe ndi 3 n’okwu Igbd,
Melite mmilo ndi agufl mmuta na-agy,
Zuo aka ji mkpisi na-édepita.

Ha n3 uché na-enwe ofill na nghota.
Uzd di chirichiri rukwa ahihia,

M2 mma di, & byla maka isi oke ¢hia.

Joseph Chukwu Maduekwe
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Ezi Onye Obodo

Ezi onye dbddo—

-G nweére org @ na-aryry onwe ya.

O na-agbata tinye aka n’oru 6bddo.
Q na-¢dowe gburtigburii ya dcha.

" Ezi onye oboddo—

O zurd ire, kwusi ya ik asiri.

'O gbochiri aka, nochle ya iwé nke mmady;

Ya na ukwu ka Q na-aga etu a chorb

Ez1 onye obédé——

O too, ¢ chowa lido 6bodd,

Were aki ya choo Oganihu dbodd.
Aha ya gi-3bu aha ébube.

Ezi onye dbddo—

O na-thulata isi nye iwu obodo,
Na-echéta, ido di, & wita 0di mma,
Mana okpo aghara ntumuri ad1gh1

Ezi onye dbddo—

O fuwe, 0bddd achowa yi;
O nwuwa, dbddd ana-akwa.
‘Ezigbd’ biy aha a ni-&tu va.

Joseph Chukwu Madueckwe

Obodo Anyi

" Obbddo anyi nwers ba fike ukwi.

Chukwu ny2ré ya iba di iché iché,
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Ma nkeé a na-éweta n’ala,
Ma 1iké a na-aghota n"ughd.

Oboddo anyi nweré Uiba hke ukwui.
Mana a na-ahykwa egbe anya _
Tupu ¢ kwuo na nwalnyi erighi ya?
Ak nnd m nd n’oba, o bl akd?

A ni-éle ygy nwadnyl na thbe.
Ndi gira ahia lotachaa

Mana fime g alotibighi

1 gaghi &kwe na ahia ilaala.

O bit ezi okwii: anya di rhkpa na-asg ibé ya.
Mana chétakwa,

The nwa okukd métére n’okochi
Na-apiitakari n’tdu mmiri.

R .M. Ekechukwu

Akwa Ariri

O b gini ka a ni-dkwara akwa ?

Nwa nné m, ihe ukwu méré ubochi ahia
Chi ewérela éhihié jie

Anya m ahula nfi m

Ahyla m eyi €hthie.

ST oM

Mimniri erighi &t ézodla

Qkuko onye iwa andghi alota,
Osisi ukwu daruo ala
Nwadnyi aria ya el -

The ji akpa dmachie ya ony.
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Onye nwiria?

1 maghj diks omé aké o kwiri,
Diké anaghi dmy mma n’ihu...
Dike egwit aty?

Ahu di mkpa, ahu ogologo imi ya.
1 maghi enyi oha dury

Diké n3-anaghi ¢kwu ibé ya n’azy
Ome mgbe ihe sirl ike? -

The tagburu nkita siri ike .
Onygg}éechi nwa Olebara anwuola.

The oma anaghi ekwe jide yd n’aka. -
O blukwa e buru ozu onye ¢z
O di ka & bl osisi kpdro nku?

Onyemaechi, Chi gl ma jhe mére gj
Anya mmirti &ula ndj enyi gi anyd
Gini méré i naghi anu olu anyi?

O bl ebe ahi ka mma?

Meéziere dnyi uzod inyi na-abia
O bury nd i ndrg ebe di mma,
Ajo onwu agdghi atu anyi.

Gini ka Nwaéke n3 Emerue, nna anyj
No ebe ahy émelha jirl kwe .

K2 onwy gbuo gi nd nwatd?

O bir n’yra ki ha di?

K3 ha na-achy oke

Ebe uld ha na-ére okii?

Nnamdj gaa juo chi gi ajiju.

Nnamdi C. Olebara
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Odogwu Kabral, Nodu Mma-

~Qji daa n’ala

Umi ntakir &tee yi eli. C,yéVr- Gocf

‘Osisi wugharichaa akwikwo

Ma ifiirli, wasachaa abd,
E mechakwaa, ya akpoo! da.og bt

i/
i

Ufufé bia, ya dkwatuo ya.

Mkpu na dkika gi-énwe yi.

Ndi: bi osisi
Ibe bu ndd bu onwu.
Onye nwio taa 0 gaghi anwukwa echl'

Kabral anwuola, o bl ezi okwil,
Thi al3 nna ya kwafitrd ya.

Ala Afrika ahysicla anya,
Obiaraabja ki onye hws ala

E mésiala anyi ike!

Agwo 16ro ibé ya

Ahy andghi dj ya mma.

Oleg kwa ny cbe onye gbiiru gi nd digbu 47
Gwa anyi, ndi Potigal,

Mmu¢ Kabral dchufiiola ya.

Obi di anyi Uto

Na ihe bére ‘pii’ anwuogla.

Ihe aht i jiri ndu gj tyo 3ja

Ike kwe, ga-abu ke gi.

N’ogé na-etéghi aka.

Amilka Kabral, nddy mmi o...!
Ebgla akwa n’ala mmilo,
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I di ndd, ma tad. . .
Obijara nd hke anyi si ya/ ‘bidgbuo dnyi, R
Ya lawa, mkpukpu tokwee yi n’azu.

R M. Ekeéhiesz} \

NKOWA IGBO
SECTION I

Poems on Nature and Phenomena

EGWURUGWU P. 1

Egwiragwiz: The rainbow

Ola &d: Gold, metaphorically used here to
refer to the golden colour of the rain-
bow.

CHI P. 1-2

Chi: The Creator; God

Aja: Sacrifice

Argsi: Idols

Org Rejowmg, happiiiess ‘

Osp: A sign of regret, as opposed to
‘embrace’

Ma...ihe k& onu ogi gi-2kwe ya n'aka ... nuntberless
folks will shake his hands

[chii aja mogologo 1t refers to the sacrifices usually per-

azd: formed on roads and pathways.
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