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are to be legal tender in Pondichery. Tt is further
decided that pagodas of 72 touches shall also be lawful

tender, provided that a premium of 4 pagodas is -
paid on every hundred such. Be it observed, ag an =
imperative order, by all the merchants and inhabit-

ants—European or native —of Pondichery, or who
come thither from other parts of the country, that

pagodas of less than 72 touches are not legal tender..

Those who have such coins in their possession are
roquired to present all at the mint, the ‘officers

- of which will clip them, paying the value thereof,
caleulated according to the degree of their fineness, to

the owners. . Those who contravene these instructions
will, on conviction, be liable to pay the fine imposed

- by the order passed in Council on 6th May 1738.

The money-changers, and those who trade in gold
and, silver, must strictly adhere to this rulé. If
any person be found circulating money of less than
7% touches, the coins in their possession shall be
forfeited, and they taken before the Deputy Gov-
ernor, who acts ag judge in the court, and the
Councillor who hag control of the mint. " Those
who withhold information will ronder themselves

liable to the fine already preseribed.”
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Copies of this order have been posted in several

parts of the town for the information of the public.
It was passed in the Hall of the Supreme Council
this 11th day of May 17389, and is signed by the
Governor M. Dumas, M. Legon, M. Dulaurens,

M. Signard, M. Ingrand, and M. Miran.

INVASION OF INDIA BY TAHMASP QULI FEAN. 93

Saturday, 28+d May 1739, or 18th Vaigdsi of Sid-
dhdrti—~M. Dupleix’s ship, Clandernagore, arrived
at noon thig day from Surat, and brought the

following ixitellig.enee. Tahmasp Quli Khén, of-the

tribe of Iran, who was, by the grace of God, the

. Shéh of Persia, and governed his kingdom from

Isfahan, incressed in power to such a degree that
he fought with the Sultén of Turkey, and vanquished
bhim. He next turned his attention to the conguest

of Delhi, and sent & defiant message to the Moghul
Emperor, who challenged him to war. Tahmasp
' Quli Khin left Isfahan in 1738, with 60,000 cavalry,
subdued various chiefs on his way—the Sulfin of

Turani amongst the number—and having levied tri-
bute from them, marched against Lahore, the prin-
cipal city of the Empire of Delhi. The fort thers,
fell into his hands. The Emperor was exceedingly

wroth, and commanded the Nizdm and other nobles

subject to him to march against the invader : they
offered battle to him, and were defeated. The news
of this reverse only enraged the Emperor, who again
urged. hig nobles to fight against the invader. But
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Tahmasp Quli Khin, who was favoured by Heaven,

again proved victorious. He next marched against
Delhi, captured the city; made the Emperor Muham-
mad Shih and the nobles prisoners, and one day
ordered that he and the twenty or twenty-five
nobles who had beeri captured, should be executed
in public, in the market place. He afterwards com-
manded that coins should be struck in his name, and
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that that of Muhammad Shih should be obliterated
from the current money. A mandate was accordingly
gent to the Nawdb of Surat, who was directed to
suppress the coins struck by Muhammad Shdh, and
to issue new ones bearing. the legend “ By the grace
of God, Nadir Shah, Emperor.” The Nawib of Surat
was further commanded to issue hig charters under
the authority of the new Emperor, bearing a seal with
the above inscription, and to inflict a fine of Rs. 600
on every one who uttered the name ¢ Tahmasp Quli
Khan,” when speaking of the new Hmperor; who
was henceforth to be designated ¢ Nidir Shah,
Emperor by the grace of God.” On receipt of
this mandate, the Nawib of Surat caused it to be
proclaimed throughout the city, and ordered the
issue of coins with tho new legend.. The old ones,
as is known, had a circular rim, but the new ones
were pointed at one end; and this too, it is said,
was. by the order of the new HEmperor. Such was
the intelligence made known by the Governor, the
Councillors, and M. Klias, as having come from
Sorat. The ship which brought this news alse
carried the nsnal articles of merchandise. '

If such, indeed, be the fate that befell the Em-
peror of Delhi, need we wonder at the calamities
that overtake ordinary men ? Of what avail is the
power .and wealth of kings, on this earth? These
The Heaven of the All-raerciful
All" others

are perishable.
God is the only thing that endures.
perlsh ‘
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I have stated before, that the Emperor of Delhi
was beheaded. TLater intelligence from there how-

‘ever contradicts this, although it confirms the rest

of the news. It is now stated that he was only
imprisoned. Tt is also said that the NizgAm was
secretly in league with the invader. A month later,
the story came that Mubammad Shéh was reinstated
on the throne; that his daughter was married to the
son of Tahmasp Quli Khén; and that the invader, after
taking everything in the treasury of the Fmperor;
had crossed the Aftock river, overrun Multan and
Cabul, and was on his Way to his own dominions.
By the irruption of Nadir Shih many merchants at
Delhi were impoverished. Many men were put to
death, and many women committed suicide. It is
ostimated that between 100,000 and 150,000 men and
women perished in this way. This ig the estimate
given in the letter written to the Armenians.
Saturday, 6th June 1739, or 27th Vaigdsi of
Siddhdrti.—This afternoon at about 4, an English
ship, bound for Madras, anchored off - Pondichery,
when a catamaran was despatched to her, and the
captain sent back by it two lebters from certain
persons in France—one addressed to M. Dumasg, and
the other to Father Lolitre of the church opposite to
my house; and these were accompanied by a third,
written by himself. They were handed to the
Governor who, on perusing that for him, learnt that
Father Lolitre was appointed to the bishopric of
Siam. He at once ordered his palanquin, and teking &
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