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- back owing to his feet having swollen.

M, deln
Villebague
entertains
MM.detla
Bourdon-
nais and
Dupleix.

landed was anable te return to the ghip. He in:

tended to go on to Pondichery, and with that view

walked for some distance, but was obliged to turn

also brought letters from the officers of the shlp

Wednesday, 3rd August 1746, or 28nd Adi- ofl
Akshaya.—At noon to-day, M. de la Bourdonnais

and the Governor M. Dupleix; were entertained by
M. de la Villebague, at his house.

‘ left in palanquing ; that of M. de la Bourdonnais

M. dels
Bonrdo-
nnis bids
Governor
- farewell,
and
embkarks.
- What took
place on
the
QCCasIon,

preceding that of M. Dupleix. As they passad out

together through the sea-gate, the “Tambour- .

anx-champs ” was beaten.. They alighted at the

custom-house, and there, as he was starting on an

expedition against Commodore Peyton who com-
mands the English fleet, M. deo la Bourdonnais bade
M. Dupleix farewell. A salute of twenty-one guns
was then fired. The Governor accompanied M. de

Ta Bourdonnais to the -boat, embracing and kissing
‘him before he embarked. When the boat with M.
de la Bourdonnais on board -pushed off from the

shore, there was another salute of twenty-one guns.

The Governor watched it until it had passed the

outer surf, then returned to his house, and afterwards

~ went out for a drive. .

Honours
paid to
ML
Dupleix
and Dnmas
on first
landing.

bour-aux-champs

When M. Duple:x first, disembarked, the “Tam.-
was not beaten, and fifteen guns -
only were fired; but on the odcasion of the landing of

M. Duma,s, he was honoured with a salate of twenty:

one guns, and with the beating of the * Tambour-anx-

We have

' the beach until it had passed the outer surf.

At about 3, they - e o
“6bserved that his intention in acting as he did was to

_occasion.
~ started to embark on board his ship, no guns were
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champs.” :
to M. Dupleix, was made the ground of a complaint,

_which has along history. = Some said that tomake up

for the’ previous shortcoming, the Governor had on
this occasion cansed a salute of twenty-one guns to

" be fired twice, and the ¢ Tambour-aux-champs” to

be beaten, and that with this motive he accompanied
M. de la Bourdonnais to the boat, and remained on
A few

indicate that the- beatiqg ‘of th_e “Tambour-aux-

That a similar honour was not accorded
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Why
M. Dapleix
cunsed a

. particulazr

salate to be
given

an the
depnriure

of M.dola

Baogrdon-
11818,

champs ” was due only to his. own presence on the -

“When M. de la Bourdonhais_a.ctual]y

fired. Some surmised that this must have been

Opinions ns
to tha
nhzence of
a sulnte
when the

at* his own desire, as he was proceeding, as it were, iatter

to his own 'residem_ze. Others, again, thought that
M. de la Bourdonnais must have declined the honour,

"as one more befitting the occasion of his victorious
" return.

Each erxpr,essed the opinion Which occurred

to him: :
‘M. de la Bourdonnais sta.ted in the presence

: of all. hlS officers that he was resolved to lead the

“fleet against Commeodore Peyton, who is cruising off
Trincoma.lee, where the English are building ships ;
and either capture his squadron, making him ‘and
his officers prisoners, or sink and destroy his op-

_ ponents, or with his officers, meet a like fate at

the hands of the English. The views of the Gov-
ernor and those preseﬁ%*ﬁéi‘@--in accord with those

started to
cmhark,
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expressed by M. de la Bourdonnais. . Every one is
assured that either one or the other of these ‘two

things will happen: there is no other alternative. -

Munitions of war, pickazes, spears, la.dders
spades, baskets, etc., ete. were shipped on board the
eight sail comprising the’ fleet of M. de LLBomdonna,ls
Having enumerated ‘these, there is no need that I
should say more. A word to the wise is suflicient.
Sheep, bullocks, pigs, fowls, dried fish, bread,

‘Colombo arrack, rice, dholl, ghee, oil, firewood, and
‘other provisions, were all embarked in the ships,
in quantitied o enormous ag to appear -almost -

fabulous. There ig possibly a risk that the terms

¢ goean of lies,” and “ mountain of lies” might be

applied to my description. It was estimated that the
fitting out of the nine vessels which' came out for
the war would cost a lakh of rapees, less 4 ,000 or
5,000. " The lowest estimate was not, it would
appear, below 80,000 or 85,000 rupees. The cost
of the expedition may amount to more, but it
cannot be less.

shipped in boxes.

soldiers, fifty Bast Indians, and a few officers were
embarked at Pondichery to replace those falling
sick and dying. Two native masters were engaged
to pilot the fleet to Trincomalee; en a salary of
Rg. 23 per mensem each. They were taken before

In addition to provisions, money was

The Admiral’s vessel, the dehille,
had on board Rs. 4,000 in specie, and each of the '
other seven ships Rs. 3,000. The men carried by -
the fleet nambered 3,300. Two hundred and forty |

‘departure at once.
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the Governor, who sent them on to M. de Ia, Bourdon-

nais, by whom they were put on board h.ls own.ship.
They expressed fears for their safety on the ground

. that they were to be employe_d on a man-of:war,

but the Govenior and M. de la Bourdonnais reassared
them by saying that in the event of an action, they
would be ordered into the hold along with the priests
and the ship’s doctor, and they moreover promised
to give them a liberal reward in addition to their
pay. Each ship was provided with two divers, four
boatmen, and a ‘eatamaran. The duty of these men
was to make sound.mgs whilst the fleet was doubling
the promontory of Ceylon, explore the estuaries of
rivers, and report to the ships shoals and other
dangers. The services of experienced hands were

“obtained because they were intimately acquainted
_'W1th these seas, of which the French sailors have
but little knowledge.

The French say that when
M. de la Bourdonnais' bade the Governor fareweli,
he told him that they would rejoice after the
fifteenth day from this, when he would bring Com-
modore Peyton as his prisoner, and that he would
not now stand on much ceremony, bat would take his
- As the tide of fortune has
turned in favour of the. French, they will, without

has willed it 50 ; and ib will certainly come. to pass.
When the vessels return, all will be delighted. -

- Thursduy, 4th August 1746; or 28rd Ade of Ak-
shaya —[‘lns mormng at 6, the son of Chandf $ahib,
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~ cannon which were mounted there.
~ once more entered the Admiral’s cabin, and resumed
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the son of Badé §ahib, and Asad Sshib, the son-

_in-law of Husain S4hib, with many of attendants,
weunt off in five boats—the first three in' one fur- -
nished with seats, and the others in ordinary craft
—to the ship dchille, which is that of the Admiral;.

As they stepped on board, the second: capt.am

came to meet and escort them. The deck was
lined on either gide by 250 so]dlers, drums were

beaten; pipes and trampets were played, and the
visitors were received with very great honours. M.
de 1a Bourdonnais then advanced, embraced them,
and conducted them to his quarters, where he led
ﬁhem into a cabin freshly decorated with -gilt

lea.ves and silk hangma's, and seated them on

chairs and sofas placed “there. After they- had

_ exchanged some pohte phrases, they t.a,lkéd‘_for a
while on general topics.” They then witnessed some

of the -manceuvres of the seamen, 'such as the

fa.stemng and ' unfastening of ropes, and the
* unfurling of sails, which the men were directed to

perform quickly. They were next shown round
the deck fore a,nd aft, and afterwards mspected the

their seats. The son of Chandi Sahib presented
M. de la Bourdonnais with a dress of honhour

worth Rs. 110 or 120, and the son of Badé Salnb:
gave him another M. de la Bourdonnais'in return
made 2 present of a musket fitted with a ‘bayonet,

to the former, a,nd of another musket to the latter

They then
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' both these weapons being of a costly description. ocuae.

XX1I.

On their way back he escorted them as far as the
gangway, and there bade them farewell. - As they Houo‘ffs .

~ “descended the ship’s ladder, and entered the boat, a o thate
“salvo of twenty-one guns was fired by each of the

departure.

four ships in the roads. - "1 hen those on board taking
off their hats, shouted thrice : ‘¢ Long live the king.”
Thus were the visitors highly honoured : they were
deserving of the treatment which- they received.
The beating-of drums continued, and the guard of
honour remeained drawn up, as long as they were on
board; the latter was dismissed only after they had
quitted the ship. The visitors then came ashore,
and repaired to their respective abodes. .
"The fleet of M. de la- Bourdonnais, consmtmg of e Prenc

élght ships, sot sail at 11 this forenoon to seek the i search

the

. English at Galle, Colombo, J affna, and Trincomalee. E“F‘ish'. '
'When itistood out to sea, fifteen guns were fired by

the Admiiral only. The fort returned the salute. .
Fnday, &th Augusf 1746, or 24th Ad‘- OJ Ak~ Governor
shaya.—L Suggested to the Governor that Asad Tanet

Permission
Sahib’ should  be  supplied with provisions. He }33&’:’3?3&

0 Asad

‘desired me to tall Arumpatal to send them, which Sahib~

“did.

A -Satw.-'day, 6'th dugust 1746, or 25th Ads uf Akshaya.
~-This forenoon, about half-past 11, M. Dupleix,

~ sént for me, furnished me with a list of goods to Gorormor

sends for -

. be menufactured for him, and desired that they mléfves

liim ordes

~should be supplied by the end of October next. I Lo ot

gaid ¢ “Very good » " He again summoned me, and




