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depart at once.’ Thinking it useless to say much
about the matter, I téld him to await his opportu-
nity -and present the petition. Then I went to
the nut-godown.

As soon as I had sat down there, a peon came
and said that I was wanted by the Governor, ~When
I went, he asked if any bags had been obtained.
I replied that only twenty bags were ready, but that
I was trying to get the rest. He said that thirty
bags would be enough. |

Then a trooper arrived from our camp ab
Ar1yankuppam, saying that an English force, con-
sisting of Carnatic people and 200 European

troopers, had come up, that their infantry had

attacked ours, and that they were marching this way
in great numbers. The Governor called me at
~ onge, and said he was surprised that the poligars’
peons who had been encamped at Parayan Choultry
should have attacked our psople. I replied that if
only our people fought with courage, the poligars’
sepoys as well as Malrdja’s and Kalyanara]a 8
.people would retreat to Fort St. David, or desert
into the country with their muskets The Govern-
oragreed, and said that if they had been HEuropeans
it would have been serions, but that, as they were
only 2 crowd of Carnatic people they would desert
with their arms.
Then M. Paradis arrived, and he and the
Governor ‘went talking together into Madame’s
room. I came out and sat down in the hall. J ust
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then a Topass horse-keeper of the Governor’s came
and gave him a letter from Ariydnkuppam. As
soon as he had read it, he called me and said,
T hear that the English have hoisted their
flag at Singarikdyil. Whereisthat?’ Ireplied that

it was near AlisapAkkam, and that he had visited the

place. Then Madame came and said, ‘ Don’t you
know Singarikéyil?’ 1 went towards M. Paradis
who was standing there. He turned to me saying,
‘See what Madame’s authority is!’ T anmswered,

I dor’t know.’

At twelve o ‘clock news-arrived that our people
had retreated this side of the Chunémbar and that
the English were advancing in great force. There-
upon the Governor ordered food to be brought at

~ once, intending to go thither as soon as he had eaten

something. He called me, and told meto gend bazaar-

men with rice out to AriyAnkuppam. I said that

they needed an advance of 200 rupees. He ordered

me to pay and send them. At once 1 sent for

Alagappa Mudali of the Choultry, informed him of
the Governor’s orders, took 200 rupees from Para-

surima, Pillaj for the merchants’ advance, and asked
him to sead EllAr's bazaar, Annapfirni’s and some

more: Alagappa Mudali departed, saying that be

would send them at once. '

News came in that a sloop and a ship were sail-.
ing hither from Fort St. David. The Governor and
M. Paradis went upstairs toses. [ waited till then
at the nut-godown and came home at about one
o’clock. ‘
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At two o’clock this afternoon the Governor sent
for me. A letter had arrived from Vakil Subbayyan
who is with Mahfuz Khén’s camp at Gingee and
Véttavalam, Tt said :—<A Shaikh, who serves as the

English vakil, presented a letter from the Govérnor -

of Fors St. David to Anwar-ud-din Khén, stating
that twenty-six ships had arrived and that twelve
more were coming, that they proposed to march

agaiust Pondichery on the 19th of this month, and,"

after taking it, to capture Madras also, that they

had received 12,000 soldiers, and that Anwar-ud-din _

° Khin should render them all assistance according

to Nasir Jang’s parwina.! But Nawib Anwarud--

din Khén has slighted this letter and replied that
he cannot help them at present. These things are
being done by means of Husain Sahib, without
Mahfuz Khin’s knowledge.” I reported this and

also the news of the Marathas’ advance and Cliand4 ‘

Sahib’s coming. He' replied that he had already
heard this. I suppose that Madaninda Pandit must
‘have told Madame who, in turn, has reported it
before me. As people say, ‘ If you want a man who
would rape his own mother, go to Madansnda Pandit.’
One cannot expect better conduct from him. He
treacherously pretends to work in my favour, but

really he is digging pits for me. He has beén report-

ing all that happens here to Tinappa Mudali and
Madame, exaggerating it fourfold, for the sake of

' The report of this letter is inexart, See Couwf.ry Correspundance
1748, pp. 48 and 51. Anwar-wd-din's answer is at p. 55, ibid,
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pleasing them. I do not know -how God can pro-
tect him.: '
Afterwards the Governor said to me, ‘Ranga

~ Pillai, Réman, the man who is employed at the
 beach, begged me to allow his wife (who is with

child) to go out with one or two more. He said
that he would not send any goods, But 1 told
him that they could not go, and that T should send
orders to the bounds to let no one pass. See that no
one goes out.” So saying, he told his chobdar to
fetch Shaikh Ibréhim. I made no reply, but asked
whether the powder and lead should not be sent to
Mahfuz Khan. He told me to write that powder and
shot would be sent as requested. I wrote and sent
the letter accordingly. I also wrote to the vakil. -
I then said that the passports might be sent, as °
requested, to Mamréz Khin and ’Azmat Khén,
whose ships sail from Covelong to Tenasserim.
I added that I would get a sealed pass for the letters
to Mahfuz Khin and to the Covelong people. When
I said this, he himself went and gave me a gealed.
pass. - The letters were despatched this evening.
He sent for me a little while after, and told me not
to go away as he often wanted me. So I sat down.
He came and asked if I could not tell Chandd S&bib’s
wife to write to the English. [ said thatit could be
done, and asked what T should write. He told me to
ask her to write as follows :—* How can you attack
this town when I am here? Do you not know that
my husband is coming with & Maratha army? If
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you attack th1s town, consider what my husband
will do when he comes; consider beforehand ; then
you wil know what to expect.” He thought that
such a letter would alarm them. But I reflected that
though such a clever man could not but succeed, yet,
no matter how clever a man might be, there was still
that greater thing, the nectar of help, which is also
called  good fortune’ or ¢ the favour of God.’ So I
answered, ¢ This ia not the best time to write such a

letter, and we should wait for another occasion.”.

He listened to what I said, but remained silent. I
think I ought not to write much in comment upon
what he says, however surprising it may be. -

Dropping this matter, he said again, *Send ten

peons in disguise, 8o that none may know them, to

' sot fire to the Muhammadan villages in which the
English are encamped.” I replied that I would do
so, but that the villagers should be given compensa-
tion as they were poor people. Hesaid that it might
be given. I then sent for Malayappan’s peons, and
ordered them to set fire to all the villages in which
the English had set foot, that is to say, to set fire to
some ten huts at each of the following :—Singari-
. koyil, Kilalinjipattu, Mélalinjipattn, Bahfir, Karuk-
kaldmpékkam, Kirumimpiklam and other villages
near by. I promised 10 rupees to whoever did this,
He came to me again, and, giving me two Maratha
 letters sent by M. Barthélemy, asked me $o in terpret
them. They are written by a Brahman Visdsi
Raghunitha Pandit, a servant of Fatteh Singh
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Bhonsla, to ’Abbis Khin, and they were as
follows :~=¢ You sent Shaikh ’Abd-ul-nabl on a cer--
tain matter with a letter for Fatteh Singh_ at Satira,
We went with him as far as Sivantir, but there he
left us and rejoined you, by way of Mysore. We
went by way of Arcot to Mylapore and stayed there
five days, but being unable by inquiries to learn your
whereabouts, we therefore proceeded to Kumba-
kbnam, and now send people to you to inform you of
this. Please inform us where you are and how we
can reach you. The great man whom you spoke to .
made us travel 100 leagues for nothing and we
have been put to great difficulty. But that matters
nothing, if you will send some one with our mes-
senger 5o that we may come and see you. Then you
will learn everything. I have borrowed 100 rupees
for our maintenance and can set out only when my
debts are paid. You, Sir, ordered me to travel toa
strange place. My master honoured you and sent
me to you with some messengers [P} on account of
your letter to him: your business may be duly
settled when I return to himi. There is still much
to do. If you reply soon, I will set out and come
to you. What should T write more 2™ I interpret-
od this as written above. The Governor said,
‘You had better keep the letters with you. The
Brahman will come, and you must inquire about it."
So saying, he returned to Madame’s room. -1 went

! The Tamil of this letter is ambiguous and the interpreta.tion
uncertain. . ’ :
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out and sat down in the verandah where I generally
sit, : o .
Just then M. Cornet came. The Governor
having talked with him, came out and asked me
how many candies of cotton were in stock, As I
remembered the merchants had said there were
twenty-three, I said there were about twenty-five.
He told me to deliver them to M. Cornet, and I
said I would do so.

He then asked if I had delivered the Company’s
broadcloth to M. Cornet. I explained thai I

could do so only after examining [P] it. He asked

if the bales had been opened. I replied that
M. Cornet had opened them before issuing them at
the Fort. o
Hesaid that paddy was coming in from Villu-
puram and told me to procure some from the north-
ward. ‘I said I would do so. He then told me
to see how much had heen sent and to send for the
remainder. I said I bhad already sent word this
afternoon. - ' -
He went in again, and then, coming back, said,

* Why are the English giving so much trouble ® 1 -
replied, ‘You yourself said that, as they had

received orders from Europe to attack us, they
would be hanged if they did not. You also said that
Griffin and - other former commanders would he
severely blamed for not having fought, and for not
having pursued and captured the eight ships which
remained at anchor twelve hours after their arrival.
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He who has now come, musttherefore do his best.
He is now pretending to attack us so that he may

excuse himself by saying that we were too strong

for him. TIf in the meantime your ships arrive, he

will probably go to Bengal’—‘True,’ he said,.

¢ that issure to happen: Tell the merchants and
Chand4 S4hib’s and Mir Ghuldm Husain’s people _
that they need not fear the enemy’s cannon, and

“they can find plenty of shelter in the town if the

English bombard us.” I said T would tell them so.
He again asked whether the Nawdb would help
the English. I said, ¢ You know Mahfuz Khén's
mind.. Heis on your side. - Muhammad Al Khén.
who i3 on their side is at Trichinopoly. But the
old man cares nothing for other people, and wishes
only to take care of himself. Your good fortune
terrifies the subahdar and makes cowards of your
enemies ; ag they are destined to defeat and you to
victory, they will be powerless in spite of all their
skill; and he who iz destined to succass will be
called great in spite of all his weakness. This is
well known to you. What did M. de La Bourdon-

‘nais get by his fighting? He killed two of the

enemy ; but who died of the French ? Did he even

fight for fifteen or twenty days until they had no

provisioné left ? But Mr. Morse lost his wits as
soon as ten shells had fallen, and in great alarm
insisted on delivering up the Fort'; and now that he
is accused, he is trying to make friends by means
of his wife with the new commauder in order to

29
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escape blame. You know this. What more need
I say P’—He answered, * As you 'say, did he hold
Madras till no longer able to defend it? It was
surrendered because M. dé La Bourdonnais and
Mr. Morse had secret dealings ; for the capturé of a
place like Madras is no joke, = Their materials of war
and provisions would have lasted a ten years® siege.’

Just then M. Paradis came in. Théy went

inside to talk. ‘Presently he called his palankin, .

and, ashe was about to go out, he turned to me and
said, ©Send word to all the posts on' the roads to
let neither men nor cattle pass to-morrow except
those sent to feteh paddy.’ . So saying, he went out.

I then went to the nut-godown and sent word

about the Governor’s orders to the town-gates and

the toll-gates. I gave the passes, that had been
prepared for ’Azmat Khin and Mamréz Khin
of Covelong, to their people together with a letter
and told them to accompany the letter that was

going to Subbayyan, the vakil with Mahfuz Khén.
As 1 was calling for tea, Peddu ‘Néyakkan -

-came and said, ¢ M. Boyelleau demaxnded 100 rupees
on account of the passports for ’Azmat Khén
and Mamréz Khén of Covelong. But when I
explained that you had asked me to speak to him
about it, he accepted ninety rupees. I told Mada-

ninda Pandit that I had brought the balance of ten -

rupees but he permitted me ‘to keep'it.” [told him
.he might do so. Forthese two passports, Madaninda,
Pandit received from ’Azmat Khin and Mamréz,
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Khén’s people 60  star pagodas, .30 for each
passport. At the rate of 345 rupees for 100
pagodas, 60 pagodas amount to 207 rupees. ~Of
this, he has given 90 rupees to M. Boyelleau, and 10
to Peddu Niyakkan, and kept the remaining 107.
Bosides, Madurai who was given ten pagodas to get
these passports has received ten rupees more for
himself. Although I knew:- all this, I spoke as
though I knew nothing, that I may accuse him to
the- Governor when an occasion offers. I have a
short statement about this from those who came for
the passports. Nor is this all. I can now make’
him confess that he stopped the business when the
Company demanded money of *All Nagl Sihib.. I
can put a rope round his neck whenever . I please,
Not only can T drive him out of the town, but also
get him severely punished. Thereis still more. He
received 500 rupees for secretly helping to send out
Badé Sahib’s goods. While he has been gaining
thousands, I have been bearing all with patience ;

- but since he wants to ruin me, I desire now to accuse

him and have him banished ; but I do not know

- what God will put in my mlnd to-morrow,

At five o’clock, an English boat came to take
soundings near the shore. - A Shot was fired but it
missed, =

Thursdey, August 22. ‘—The Grovernor sent for
me this morning and said, ‘T am going to send my

1 10th Avaws, Vibhaoa,



