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THESE CAROLS ‘
. i
R ]
These carols sung to cheer my passage through ¥
the world I see,
For completion I dedicate to the invisible World.
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PrS : TO YOU
" . “w Lo / & " ‘,.«—-(__‘*-——- .o, R 7 . . )
il a5 2l sl o 5i (el 2l a2 ST om el Stranger, if you passing meet me and desire to
A e QUL TI IS SNy TS NP S I : sPeg’k to me, why should you not speak to
_ _ me 9 \ _

<] z j - ’
T 0sS 8 d_’ o 4 Ot A u@ o 09! And why should I not speak to you?
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o - POETS TO COME
e Je 2t 2l
R 23 i
_— !
¢ 35 deiic gl I opra s e ¢ 9sls s 2T 4l T Poets to come! orators, singers, musicians to I
& come ! i
A Lt Not to-day is to justify me and answer what I
A2 A BB (B e ealis am for, Q
. b e e . . : But you, a new brood, native, athletic, con-
¢ dsp ool STl T Jud T oS | tinental, greater than before known,
¢33 pU o2l e a::af; ahayl ¢ canlin 5 Last Arouse ! For you must justify me,
S R ! I myself but write one or two indicative words
e for the future,
OGS g Ba) 95 Ly Bd) ST o 0e g a7 555 e " I but advance a moment only to wheel and hurry
¢ Sl o Sla (5 it _ back in the darkness.
Ko ;_:I 35 _md ST e oyh keSy 45 352 O ' - Tam aman who, sauntering along without fully
stopping, turns a casual look upon you and
-l e e 855 S o el s . then averts his face,
' , o o : ER Leaving it to you to prove and define it,
ST By e ysb o2ys s o)lsl ey Lsm e Expecting the main things from you.
i J N . P g
RET YT ITARPPTRI NN S g PP I [ R ! ‘ \
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ENOUGH ! ENOUGH ! ENOUGH !

Enough ! enough! enough !

Somehow I have been stunn’d. Stand back !

Give me a little time beyond my cuff’d head,
slumbers, dreams, gaping,

I discover myself on the verge of a usual
mistake,

That T could forget the mockers and insults !

That I could forget the trickling tears and the
blows of the bludgeons and hammers !

That I could look with a separate look on my
own crucifixion and bloody crowning,

I remember now,

I resume the overstaid iraction,

The grave of rock multiplies what has been
confided to it, or to.any graves,

Corpses rise, gashes heal, fastenings roll from
me. ‘

I troop-forth replenish’d with supreme power,
one of angdverage unending procession,
inland anc}? sea, coast we go, and pass all

y l1nes,

Our . 4&ift “ordinances on their way over the

, ,whole: earth,

The%blossoms {;ve wear in our hats the growth of

thousands of years,
o

Eleves, I salute 'you ! come forward !

Continue your annotations, continue your ques-
tionings.




Vi

cotle b lep se 1 omi Sy o gy 5 09 Al Ol

£Uﬂ~\¢u:h4g;26‘u:hzr2_p‘“}?‘\g%j
-5y

ijf Jden Ly u-d\«;f,é"y\a,,-ﬁ_
- 53 CTJ:’ ot _}rU}LwLwZ d}”}w d‘ s‘u.u.'f.‘_g.a é-.gl




b

Kz 2l 0s om <8 pua sold 0 o
u«;.a{ LSCSJJ g9l I oy ikl S

o jl_gT ] ol Qs e 08,5 A

u.\'-a Jx,wg')l?.g: 4__;:-4 B Sy Qyas UL&Q
é—("‘hﬂu" wa,!lé_}.a:ug.;s.‘.'aj_}s g_)_}é l.:f,.fu:-é
éﬁj_,fﬁubjaﬁ;qg.j}jgoﬁ L«(J’uw

5 AL i I Oty O3 UE o

Cilpey S oS ¢ So 5 bss 85

O K g5 e & Shy W O

U.QJJM CYLJ"' Lf:dfm_)sﬁwicl.‘r
uLw ZuuTuﬂ,fﬂr,iub uuw.ulu

K L—’b Ls'ﬁbj._l b\rju P .@JLw S 09 Q}h U:"
E ol @ dea s 0 s Sas bl o 5L

L Ay e K oo A
g ol Al @ jueblEe o) s
& o U &

Ol § 038 2 A5l (S 130 45 o

od
‘!

1

12
I AM THE POET OF THE BODY

I am the poet of the Body and I am the poet of
the Soul,

The pleasures of heaven are with me and the
pains of hell are with me,

The first I graft and increase upon my self, the
latter 1 translate into a new tongue.

I am the poet of the woman the same as the man,
And I say it is as great to be a woman as o be

a man,
And 1 say there is nothing greater than the
mother of men.

I chant the chant of dilation or pride,

We have had ducking and deprecating about
enough,

I show that size is only development.

Have you outstript the rest? are you the Pre-

sident ?
It is a trifle, they will more than' arrive there

éveryone{ and still pass on.

I am l;e that walks with the tender and growing
fmght !

I @,all to the;}_earth and sea half-held by the night.

Press closg bare-bosom’d night—press close
magnetm nounshmg night !

Night of south winds—night of the large few
stars !

Stitl nodding night-_-——mad naked summer night.




18

S el oy 285 ow e s 2l e
S ol & Wl o Fb 2w Sl
J c; égji ‘-1-’\;&.) ‘Jw .d__ss éim'}
+ o b, .
o SR v e ¢ & Wly T s

Sy oo W Il S de s ok G
& 2 A &éﬁay- Sl aysei aT
G e U938 o S 15 o Gim
¥ s sale !_;Sl' l._._fl- 3ol s i

e il 556 0 W om Ju 5 el
bds gleaun 7w Oly Lol & af o |

PRS- S L,

14

river |

Earth of the limpid gray of clouds brighter and
clearer for my sake !

For-swooping elbow’d eaith—rich apple-blos-
som’d earth !

Smile, for your lover comes.

Prodigal, you have given me love—therefore I
to you give love ! _

O unspeakable passionate love.

oo ;J/}/
fﬁﬁ: ‘If.{ !
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I HAVE PERCEIV'D

1 have perceiv’d that to be with those I like is
i enough,
1 To stop in_company with the rest at evening is
i enough,
To be surrounded by beautiful, curious, brea-
thing, laughing flesh is enough,
To pass among them or touch any one, or rest
! my arm ever so lightly round his or her
s neck for a moment, what is this then?
T I do not ask any more - delight, I swim in it as in
a sea.

There is something in staying close to men and
women and looking on them, and in the
contact and odor of them, that pleases the

‘ soul well,

All things please the soul, but these please the

soul well,
& ;’#f
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OUT OF THE ROLING OCEAN THE
CROWD = ..

Out of the rolling ocean the crowd came a'drop
gently to me,

Whispering 7 love you, before long I die,

I have travel’d a long way merely to look on you
to touch you,

For I could not die till I once look’d on you,

For I fear’d I might afterward lose you. - '

Now weé have met, we have look’d, we are sdfe,
Return in peace to the ocean my love,

1 too am part of that ocean my love, we are not

so much separated,

Behold the great rondure, the cohesmn of all
‘how perfect !

But as for me, for you, the irresistible sea is to

_ . separate us,

As for an hour carrying us diverse, yet cannot
carry us.diverse forever ; :

Be not mmpjtient—a little space—-—know you I

7 salute the air, the occan and the land,
‘!IEve ?V’day ‘at sundown for your dear sake -my

ve., |
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ONCE I PASS’D THROUGH A
POPULOUS CITY

Once I pass’d through a populous city imprint-
ing my brain for future use with its shows,
architecture, customs, traditions,

Yet now of all that city I remember only a
woman I casually met there who detain’d me
for love of me, - : o

Day by dayand night by night we were together—
all else has long been forgotten by me,

I remember I say only that woman who passion-
ately clung to me,

Again we wander, we love, we separate again,

Again she holds me by the hand, I must not go,

1 see her close beside me with silent lips sad and
tremulous.

3
S
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IN PATHS UNTRODDEN

In paths untrodden, _

In the growth by margins of pond-waters,

Escaped from the life that exhibits itself,

From all the standards hitherto publish’d, from
the pleasures, profits, conformities,

Which too long I was offering to feed my soul,

Clear to me now standards not yet publish’d,
clear to me that my soul,

That the soul of the man I speak for rejoices in
comrades, ’ . :

Here by myself away from the clank of the
world, ‘

Tallying and talk’d to here by tongues aromatic,

No longer abash’d, (for in this secluded spot I
can respond as I would not dare eleswhere,)

Strong upon me the life that does not exhibit
itself, yet contains all the rest,

Resolv’d to sing no songs to-day but those of
manly attachment, _

Projecting themp ‘along that substantial life,

Bequeathing hénce types of athletic love,

‘Afterngon “this' delicious Ninth-month in my
forty-first year,

I pﬁg{e’ed for il who are or have been young

v1Aen, {
To tell the secret of my nights and days,
To celebrate the Peed of comrades,

[
1
'
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FOR YOU-O DEMOCRACY

Come, I will make the continent indissoluble,
I will make the most splendid race the sun ever
shone upon,
I will make divine magnetic lands,
With the love of comrades,
With the life-long love of comrades.

I will plant companionship thick as trees along
all the rivers of America, and along the
shores of the great lakes, and all over the
prairies,

I will make inseparable cities wtih their arms
about each other’s necks,

By the love of comrades,
By the manly love of comrades,

For you these from me, O Democracy, to serve
you ma femme !
For you, for you I am trilling these songs.
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RECORDERS AGES HENCE

Recorders ages hence,

Come, I will take you down underneath this
impassive exterior, I will tell you what to
say of me, _

Publish my name and hang up my picture as
that of the tenderest lover,

The friend the lover’s porirait, of whom his
friend his lover was fondest,

Who was not proud of his songs, but of Ihe mea-
sureless ocean of love within him, and
freely pour’d it forth, ,

Who often walk’d.lonesome walks thinking of
his dear friends, his lovers, = - _

Who pensive away from osne he love’d often lay
sleepless and dissatisfied at night,

Who knew too well thesick, sick dread lest the:
g}le.‘_ he lov’d might secretly be indifferent to

m, ' .

Whose happiest days were far away through
fields, in woods, on hills, he and another
wandering hand in hand, they twain apart
from other ‘men, .

Who oft as heysaunter’d the streets curv’d with

.. 7 his apm the'shoulder of his friend, while the

"1 argy’of his; friend rested upon him also.

o
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NOT HEAT FLAMES UP AND CONSUMES

 Not heat flames up and consumes,

Not sea-waves hutry in and out, _

Not the air delicious and dry, the air of ripe
summer, bears lightly along white down-
balls of myriads of seeds, o

Wafted, sailing gracefully, to -drop where they
may ;

Not these, O none of these more than the flames

~ of me, consuming, burning for his love whom
1 love,

O none more than 1 hurrying in and out ;

Does the tide hurry, seeking something, and -
never give up? O.1 the same, ..

O nor down-balls nor perfumes, nor the high

- rain-emitting clouds, are borne through the -

open air, _
Any more than my soul is borne through the
open air, = | o
Wafted in all directions O love, for friendship,
for you. o
'{V .I s ,‘ri;u’
CYas M
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TRICKLE DROPS

Trickle drops ! my blue veins leaving !

O drops of me! trickle, slow drops, -

Candid from me falling, drip, bleeding drops,

From wounds made to free you whence you
were prison’d, _ o

From my face, from my forchead and lips,

From my breast, from within where I was con-
ceal’d, press forth red drops, confession

- drops, '

Stain every page, stain every song I sing, every

word I say, bloody drops, o

" Let them know your scarlet heat, et them

glisten, Satutate then with yourself all ashamed

and wet, . S _
Glow upon all I have written or shall write,
bleeding drops,
Let it all be seen in your light, blushing drops.
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TO A STRANGER

Passing stranger ! you do not know how long-
ingly I look upon you,

You must be he I was seeking, or she I was
seeking, (it comes to me as of a dream,)

I have somewhere surely lived a life of joy with
you, o '

All is recall’d as we flit by each other, fluid,
affectionate, chaste, matured,

You grew up with me, were a boy with me or a
girl with me, _ _

1 ate with you and slept with you, your body has
become not yours only nor left my body
mine only,

You give me the pleasure of your:eyes, face,
flesh, as we pass, you take of my beard,
breast, hands, in return, ’

I am not to speak fo you, I am to think of you
when 1 sit alone or wake at night alone,

I am to wait, I do not doubt I am to meet you

~ again,

- I am to-see to 1& ‘that I do not lose you.
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THIS MOMENT YEARNING AND
THOUGHTFUL

This moment yearning and thoughtful sitting

alone,

It seems to me there are other men in other lands
yearning and thoughtful, ,

It seems to me I can look over and behold them
in Germany, Italy, France, Spain,

Or far, far away, in China, orin Russia or Japan, .

talking other dialects,

And it seems to me if I could know those men 1
should become attached to them as 1 do to
men in my own lands,

O 1 know we should be brethren and lovers,

"1 know I should be happy with them.
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EARTH, MY LIKENESS

Earth, my likeness, _

Though.you took so impassive, ample and spheric
there,

1 now suspect that is not all;

I now suspect there is something fierse in you
eligible to burst forth,

For an athlete is enamour’d of me, and I of him,
But toward him there is something fierce and
terrible in me eligible to burst forth,
e I dare not tell it in words, not even in these
songs. :
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1 DREAM’D IN A DREAM

I dream’d in a dream I saw a city invincible to
“the attacks of the whole of the rest of the
" earth,
I dream’d that was the new city of Friends,
Nothing was greater there than the quality of
robust love, it led the rest, -
It was seen every hour in the actions of the men
of that city, ; _ :
And in afl their looks and words.

»
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44
" THAT SHADOW MY LIKENESS

That shadow my likeness that goes to and fro
seeking a livelihood, chattering, chaffering,

How often 1 find myseif standing and looking at
it where it flits,

How often I question and doubt whether that is
really me ;

But among my lovers and caroling these songs,

O I never doubt whether that is really me.

R
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YOUTH, DAY, OLD AGE AND NIGHT
_, Youth, large, lusty, loving—youth full of grace,

force, fascination,

Do you know thai Old Age may come after you
with equal grace, force, fascination ?

Day full-blown and splendid—day of the im-
mense sun, action, ambition, laughter,

The Night follows close with millions of suns,
and sleep and restoring darkness.
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TEARS

Tears ! tears! tears !

In the night, in solitude, tears,

On the white shore dripping, dripping, suck’d in
by the sand,

Tears, not a star shining, all dark and desolate,

Moist tears from the eyes of a muffled head ;

O who-is thnt ghost ? that form in the dark, with -

tears?

What shapeless lump is that, bent, crouch’d there
on the sand ?

Streaming tears, sobbing tears, throes, choked

- with wild cries ;

O storm, embodied, rising, careering with swift
steps along the beach!

O wild and dismal night storm, with wind—Q
-belching and desperate !

O shade so sedate and decorous by day, with
calm countenance and regulated peace,

But away at night as you fly, none looking—Q
then the unloosen’d ocean,

Of tears ! tears ! tears!
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AFTER THE SEA-SHIP

After the sea-ship, after the whistling winds,
After the white-gray sails taut to their spars and
_ ropes; o .
Below, a myriad myriad waves hastening, lifting

up their necks, :

Tending in ceaseless flow toward the track of the:

ship,

Waves. of the ocean bubbling and gurgling,

blithely prying,

Waves, undulating waves, liquid, uneven, em-
ulous waves,”

Toward that whirling current, laughing and
buoyant, with curves,

Where the great vessel sailing and tacking dis-
placed the surface,

Larger and smaller waves in the spread of the

. ocean yearnfully flowing,

The wake of the sea-ship after she passes, flash-
ing and frolicsome under the sun,

Al motley procession with many a fleck of foam

llowing.

'

and manyfragments,
Following ﬁe" stately and rapid ship, in the
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GODS

Lover divine and perfect Comrade,
Waiting content, invisible yet, but certain,
Be thou my God.

Thou, thou, the Ideal Man,

Fair, able, beautiful, content, and loving,
Complete in body and dilate in spirit,

Be thou my God.

O Death, (for Life has served its turn,)
Opener and usher to the heavenly mansion, .
Be thou my God.

Aught, aught of mightiest, best I see, conceive,
_or know,
(To break the stagnant tie—thee, thee to free,
O soul,)
Be thou my God.

All great ideas, the races’ aspirations,
All heyoisms, deeds of rapt enth.siasts,

Be ye my ?ds
. iOr Time arld Space,

"' Or skdpe of Earth divine and wondrous,
r.some fair,shape I viewing, worship,
Oflustrous-drb of sun or star by night,
Be ye my Gods.
. [N
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WHEN I HEARD THE LEARN’D
ASTRONOMER

When I heard the learn’d astronomer,

When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in
columns before me, - ‘ '

When I was shown the charts and diagrams, to
add, divide, and measure them,

When 1 sitting heard the astronomer where he
lectured with much applause in the lecture-
room, '

How soon unaccountable I became tired and
sick,

Till rising and gliding out I wander’d off by
myself, :

In the mystical moist night-air, and from time
to time,

Look’d up in perefect slience at the stars.
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- TO A PRESIDENT

All you are doing and saying "is to America
‘dangled mirages, o

You have not learn’d of Nature—of the politics
of Nature you have not learn’d the great
amplitude, rectitude, impartiality,

You have not seen that only such as they are
for these States,

And that what is less than they must sooner or

- +later lift off from these States,
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1 SIT AND LOOK OUT

I sit and look out upon all the sorrows of the
world, and upon all oppression and shame,

I hear secret convulsive sobs from young men at
anguish with themselves, remorseful after
deeds done, :

Isee in low life the mother misused by her
children, dying, neglected, gaunt, desperate,

I see the wife misused by her husband, I see the
treacherous seducer of young women,

I mark the ranklings of jealousy and unrequited
love attempted to be hid, I see these sights
on the earth,

I see the workings of battle, pestilence, tyranny,
I see martyrs and prisoners,

I observe a famine at sea, I observe the sailors
casting lots who shall be kill’d to preserve
the lives of the rest, -

1 observe the slights and degradations cast by
arrogant persons upon laborers, the poor,
and upon negroes, and the like ;

All these—all the meanness and agony without

~gnd I sitting look out upon,

See, hgar, ?xd am silent.
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HAST NEVBR COME TO THEE AN HOUR

Hast never come to thée an hour, .
A sudden gleam divine, precipitating, bursting
ail these bubbles, fashions, wealth ?

These eager business: aims—books, politics, art,
amours, '
To utter nothingness ?
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COME UP FROM THE FIELDS FATHER

Come up from the fields father, here’s a letter
from our Pete,

And come to the front door mother, here’s a
letter from thy dear son. ‘

Lo, ’tis autumn,

Lo, where the trees, deeper green, yellower and
redder,

Cool and sweeten Ohio’s villages with leaves
fluttering in the moderate wind,

Where apples ripe in the orchards hang and
grapes on the trellis’d vines,

(Smell you the smell of the grapes on the vines ?

Smell you the buckwheat where the bees were
lately buzzing ?7)

Above all, lo, the sky so calm, so calm, so trans-
parent after the rain, and with wondrous
clouds, ' _

Below too, all calm, all vital and beautiful, and
the farm prospers well.

Down in thg:{eﬁplds all prospers well,

. om the fields come father, come at
186 daughter’s call,
An%k‘cbme “to the entry mother, to the front door
« fcome right away.

Fast as she can she hurries, something ominous,
her steps trembling, ,

She does not tarfy to smooth her hair nor adjust
her cap.

Open the envelope quickly,
O this is not our son’s writing, yet his name is
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sign’d,
O a strange hand writes for our dear son, 0
siricken mother’s soul!

All swims before her eyes, flashes with black,
she catches the main words only,

Sentences broken, gunshot wound in the breast,
cavalry skirmish, taken to hospital,

At present low, but will soon be betier.

Ah now the single figure to me,
Amid all teeming and wealthy Ohio with all its
cities and farms,
Sickly white in the face and dull in the head,
very faint, . _ '
By the jamb of a door leans.

Grieve not so, dear wmother, (the just-grown
daughter speaks through her sobs,

The little sisters huddle around speechless and
dismay’d,)

See dearest mother, the letter says Pete will soon
be better. : . :

Alas poor boy, he will never be better, (nor may-
be*needs to be better, that brave and simple
- soul,) ¢
.. While they stand at home at the door he is dead
L e 3 :

! air ¢a‘dy5{ ;
T c‘?i;IEy spn is dead.

Buffthe mothér needs to be better,

She with thin form presently drest in black,

By day her *meals untouch’d, then at night
fitfully sleeping, often waking,

In the midnight waking, weeping, longing with
one deep longing,

O that she might withdraw unnoticed, silent
from life escape and withdraw,

To follow, to seek, to be with her dear dead son.
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NOT YOUTH PERTAINS TO ME

Not youth pertains to me,

Not delicatesse, I cannot beguile the time with
talk, ,

Awkward in the parlor, neither a dancer nor
elegant, :

In the learn’d coterie sitting constrain’d and
still, for learning inures not to me,

Beauty, knowledge, inure not to me—yet there

_ are two or three things inure fo me,

I have nourish’d the wounded and sooth’d many
a dying soldier, S

And at intervals »waiting or in the midst of
camp, o

Composed these songs.
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ADIEU TO A SOLDIER

Adieu O soldier,
You of the rude campaigning, (which we shared,)

The rapid march, the life of the camp,
The hot contention of opposing fronts, the long

Mmanceuvre, _
Red battles with: their slaughter, the stimulus,

the strong terrific game,
Spell of all brave and manly hearts, the trains
g)i‘l,(tiime through you and like of you all
With war and wat’s expression. .

Adieu dear comrade,

Your mission is fulfill’d—but I, more warlike,
Myself and this contentious soul of mine,

Still on our own campaigning bound,

Through untried roads with ambushes opponents

lined, .
Through many a sharp defeat and matmy a crisis,

often baffled, ]
Here marching,, .gver marching on, a war fight

out—aye here, . .
T% fiercer, weightier battles give expression.

4
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HUSH’D BE THE CAMPS TO-DAY
[May 4, 1865]

Hush’d be the camps to-day,

And soldiers let us drape our war-worn weapons,
And each with musing soul retire to celebrate,
Our dear commander’s death.

No more for him life’s - stormy conflicts,

- Nor victory, nor defeat—no more time’s dark

‘events, ,
Charging like ceaseless clouds across the sky.

But sing poet in our name,

Sing of the love we bore him-—because you—

dweller in camp, know it truly.

As they invault the coffin there, ‘

Sing—as they close the doors of earth upon
him——one verse,

For the heavy hearts of soldiers. -

R R A e
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REVERSALS

Let that which stood in front go behind,

Let that which was behind advance to the front,

Let bigots, fools, unclean persons, offer new
propositions, ‘ :

Let the old propositions be postponed,

Let a man seek pleasure everywhere except in
himself, -

Let a woman seek happiness everywhere except

in herself. :
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THE CITY DEAD-HOUSE

By the city dead-house by the gate, -

As idly sauntering wending my way from the
clangor,

1 curious pause, for lo, an outcast form, a poor
dead prostitute brought, .

Her corpse they deposit unclaim’d, it lies on the
damp brick pavement,

The divine woman, her body, I see the body, 1
look on it alone,

That house once full of passion and beauty, all
else I notice nof, ' '

Nor stillness so "cold, nor running water from
faucet, nor odors morbific impress me,

But the house alone—that wondrous house—
that delicate fair house—that ruin !

That immortal house more than all the rows of
dwellings ever built !

Or white-domed capital with majestic figure
surmounted, or all the old high-spired

cathedrals.

That %,lri'ttlé' Héuse alone more. than them ail—
pdor, d€sperate house !
wreck—tenement of a soul—itself a

Aoul, '

Ry claim’d, , avoided house—take one breath

-~ % from my tremulous lips,

Take one tear dropt aside as Igo for thought
of you, -

Dead house of love—house of madness and sin,
crumbled, crush’d,

House of life, erewhile talking and laughing—
but ah, poor house, dead even then,

Months, years, an echoing, garnish’d house—

but dead, dead, dead.
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- YOU FELONS ON TRIAL IN COURTS

You felons on trial in courts,

You convicts in prison-cells, you sentenced
assassins chain’d and handcuif’d with iron,

Who am I too that I am not on ftrial or in
prison ?

Me ruthless and devilish as any, that my wrists
are not ¢hain’d with iron, or my ankles with
iron?

You prostitutes flaunting over the troitoirs or
obscene in your rooms,

Who am I that I should call you more obscene
than myseif ?

O culpable ! T acknowledge—I expose !

(O admirers, praise not me-—compliment not
me—you make me wince,

I see what you do not—I know what you do

not.)

Insidg | thse  breast-bones I lie smutch’d and
choked ¥ -

‘Beneath this face that appears so 1mpasswe
. hell’s fides continually run.

Lus f and Wwickedness are acceptable to me,
lk with \delmquents with passionate love,

‘L ﬁel I am:df them—I belong to those convicts
and prostitutes myself,

And henceferth I will not deny them—for how
can I deny myself ?

SR
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I WAS LOOKING A LONG WHILE

I was looking a long while for Intentions, :

For a clew to the history of the past for myself,
and for these chants—and now I have found
it, : f

It is not in those paged fables in the libraries,
(them I neither accept nor reject,)

It is not more in the legends than in all else,

It is in the present—it is this earth to-day,

It is in Democracy—(the purport and aim of all

the past,)

It is the life of one man or one woman to-day—
the average man of to-day,

Tt is in languages, social customs, literatures,
arts, :

Tt is in the broad show of artificial things, ships,
machinery, politics, creeds, modern improves -
ments, and the interchange of nations,

All for the modern—all for the average man of

to-day.
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TO A PUPIL.

Is reform needed ? is it through you ?
The greater the reform needed, the greater the
Personality you need to accomplish it.

You ! do you not see how it would serve to have
eyes, blood, complexion, clean and sweet ?
Do you not see how it would serve to have such
a body and soul that when you enter the
crowd an atmosphere of desire and com-
mand enters with you, and every one is
“ impress’d with your Personality ?

O the magnet !.the flesh over and over !
Go, dear friend, if need be give up all else, and
" commence to-day to inure yourself to pluck,
reality, self-esteem, definiteness, elevated-
.- DCSS, . : ' : .
Rest not till you rivet and publish yourself of
your own Personality. ‘
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WHAT AM I AFTER ALL

What am T after all but a child, pleas’d with the
~ sound of my own name ? repeating it over
and over; ' S
1 stand apart to hear—it never fires me.

To you your name also ;

Did you think there was nothing but two or
three pronunciations in the sound of your
name? = : ' -
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DAREST THOU NOW O SOUL

Darest thou now O soul,

Walk out with me toward the unknown region,

Where neither ground is for the feet nor any path
to follow?

No map there, nor guide, '

Nor voice sounding, nor touch of human hand,

Nor face with blooming flesh, nor lips, nor eyes,
are in that land. '

1 know it not O soul,
Nor dost thou;, all is a blank before us,
All waits undream’d of in that region, that in-
- accessible land.

Till when the ties loosen,

All but the ties eternal, Time and Space,

Nor darkness, gravitation, sense, nor any bonnds
bounding us.

Then we burst forth, we float, .

In Time*and Space O soul, prepared for them,
Equal, equipt fat last, (O joy! O fruit of all!)
.,y them to fulfil O soul.
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YET, YET, YE DOWNCAST HOURS

Yet, yet, ¥¢ downcast hours, I know ye also,

Weights -of lead, how ‘ye clogand cling at my
.ankles, o

Earth to a-chamber of mourning turns—1 hear
the o’erweening, mocking voice,

Matter is congqueror—matter, triumphant only,
continues onward.

Despairing cries float ceaselessly toward me,

“The .call of my nearest lover, putting forth,
" alarm’d, uncertain. '

The;sea-:I:amquickly to sail, com

Come tell me where I am spee
. destination.

e tell me,
ding, tell me my

1 understand -your anguish, ‘but 1 cannot-help
_you, Lo o
1 approach, 'hear, behold, the sad mouth, the
“Fookiout-of the ‘eyes, yOur muté inquiry,
Whither I go, J_f;::;om the bed I recline on, come tell
. mes g’ .
,Old age, algfm’d, uncertain—a young woman’s
/" \ygice, &P ealifig to-me for comfort ;

A ydung man’s voice, Shall I not escape?

o W
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QUICKSAND YEARS

Quicksand years that whirl me I know not
whither, _

Your schemes, politics, fail, lines give way,
substances mock and elude me,

Only the theme I sing, the great and strong-
possess’d soul, eludes not,

One’s-self must never give waymthat is the final
substance—that out of all is sure,

Out of politics, triumphs, battles, life, what at -

last finally remains ?
When shows break up what but One’s-Self is
sure ?
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THAT MUSIC ALWAYS ROUND ME

That music always round me, unceasing, unbe-
ginning, yet long untaught 1 did not hear,

But now the chorus T hear and am elated,

:, s . ascending with power and

health, with glad notes of daybreak 1 hear,

A soprano at intervals sailing buoyantly over

_ the tops of jmmense Waves,

A transparent base shuddering fusciously under
and through the universe,

The triumphant tutti, the funeral wailings with
sweet flutes and violins, all these 1
myself with, '

[ hear not the volumes of sound merely, I am
moved by the exquisite meanings,

T listen to the different voices winding in and
out, striving, contending with fiery vehe-

- mence to excel each other in emotion ;

1 do not think the performers know - them-
selves——but now 1 think I begin to know
them.
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A NOISELESS PATIENT SPIDER

A noiseless patient spider,
1 mark’d where on a little promontory it stood

isolated, _
Mark’d how to explore the vacant vast sur-

rounding,

It launch’d forth filament, filament, filament, out

of itself, .
Ever unreeling them, ever tirelessly speeding

them.

And you O my soul where you stand,

Surrounded, detached, in measureless oceans of
space,

Ceaselessly musing, venturing, throwing, seeking
the spheres to cnnnect them,

Till the bridge you will need be form’d, till the
ductile anchor hold,

Till the gossamer thread you fling catch some-
where, O my soul. ‘

&




LR |

les ‘_g);»‘-T

Cae oA pd LT ol

C e I3yl e ‘5354“9' \/_’_-‘5_)_&15'[}9
far 23 L OB 4l 05
Cam st 8 ogjles ATy UL’}::&«'

22l _‘,’T_,f@,:

| P ‘ﬁ-u“‘.}"'l"'duﬁ'd_l?zﬂ}r%‘
< G s 550 o T S bl
...(S_}’\u-i [Pl o | ;Ujjbr dﬂr

Fohd e g (o)
(_3_».,1,. b yonas w7 uﬂ; e |

g

i

108
THE LAST INVOCATION

At the last, tenderly,

From the walls of the powerful fortress’d house,
From the clasp of the. knitted locks, from the
keep of the well-closed doors, ‘

Let me be wafted.

Let me glide noiselessty forth; g

With the key of softness unlock the locks—with
a whisper, :

Set ope the doors O soul.

Tenderly—be not impatient,
(Strong is your hold O mortal flesh,
- Strong is your hold O‘love.)
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EXCELSIOR

Who has gone farthest ? for 1 would go farther,

¢ g Ola roe éf T b i‘f O o
- M. o .. Fl e o
. g And who has been just? for 1 would be the

éélé 3 [ H - FY . %-—_;
e e op W3 o T O {52y 005 g most just person of the earth,
¢ § 05 v Ol G § And who most cautious 7 forl would be more
P by o o § ol bl L . .U > . cautious,
w8 Ol bl by 0557 62l) o o | And who has been bappiest? O I think it is
K gny bls 3% A dI——{lthi];:k nlo o.nf1 zlvaslfge}:‘ hal?[piier tli;m I,
o & Jla ! 5 . ) « nd who has avish’d all? Ior avish con-
ub T d," l q G oy 05 o3l ar . stantly the best 1 have,
ot S ds5 ) &2 2 Sl La—0sn %‘_ﬁ And who proudest ? for I think I have reason to
| : . T be the proudest son alive—for 1 am the son
o - Cop 2 . of the brawny and tall-topt city,
I Usn o T U Ll g cwa S ; And who has been bold and true? forl would
o kaS Ll ) _ be the boldest and truest being of the
T . #5 o bl e ' universe,
om Qi) 2 dls e T 0l Sk, O o And who penevolent? forl would show more
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v K et Sl osdsr ool ¢ s cib—a on friends? for 1 know what it is to receive the
' l‘.w passionate love of many friends,
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. AH POVERTIES, WINCINGS, AND SULKY
- RETREATS ' '

Ah poverties, wincings, and sulky retreats,

Ah you foes that in conflict have overcome me,

(For what is my life or any man’s life buta
conflict with foes, the old, the incessant
war ?)

You degradations, you tussle with passions and
appetites,

You smarts from dissatisfied friendships, (ah
wounds the sharpest of alll)

You toil of painful and choked articulations,
you meannesses,

You shallow tongue-talks at tables, (my tongue
the shallowest of any; )

You broken resolutions, you racking angers,
you smother’d ennuis !

Ah think not you finally triumph, my real self
has yet to come forth,

It shall yet march forth o’ermastering, till all lies
beneath me,

It shall yet stand up the soldier 'of ultimate
victory.
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MEDIUMS

They shall arise in the States,

They shall report Nature, laws, physiology, and
happiness,

They shall illustrate Democracy and the kosmos,

They shall be alimentive, amative, perceptive,

They shall be complete women and men, their
pose brawny and supple, their drink water,
their blood clean and clear,

They shall fully enjoy materialism and the sight
of product, they shall enjoy the sight of the
beef, lumber, bread-stuffs, of Chicago the

~ great city,

They shall train themselves to go in public to
become orators and oratresses,

Strong.and sweet shall their tongues be, poems
and materials of poems shall come from
their lives, they shali be makers and finders,

Of them and of their works shall emerge divine
conveyers, to convey gospels,

Characters, events, retrospections, shall be
convey’d in: gospels, trees, animals, waters,

_ shall be cc?yey’d,

Déath, the futfre, the invisible faith, shall all

be gBavey'd.
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WEAVE IN, MY HARDY LIFE

Weave in, weave in, my hardy life,

Weave yet a soldier strong and full for great

' For great campaigns of peace

campaigns to come,
Weave in red blood, weave sinews 10 like ropes,

the senses, sight weave in,

Weave lasting sure, weave day and night the
weft, the warp, incessant weave, tire not,

(We know not what the use O life, nor know

the aim, the end, nor really aught we know,

But know the work, the need goes on and shall

o on, the- death-envelop’d march of peace

as well as war goes on,) o
the same the wiry

threads to weave,
We know not why or what,
weave. -

yet weave, forever




1Yy

4 - - B}
;U}m 1355-3 ¢ &5 L.J!_g.:'-.;s:)b uﬁ;T

23) 55 @) 40 ] S W2l o5 st 10 ol
‘55 (&S0 E e iy |
O3 st 2 co Mg 0sil Ssn ul-e-'

- U It : e one
ﬁ%éwvlﬁmq#‘dﬁuﬁf!’w

9 'b"""”l-’?‘:"-’f‘:ﬁ’ww;ouﬂ,
- ¢ 55 wila ol

¢ pold 55T Qg aad . < o o
DR U 20 4eST ik

ST
- e L2 ™ !
5 LGQ"J.WPFPWW‘U}""[@"-"W

FE LT P ATE RPN s -
: e OF ¢ 2 gn 2y .
' - Lot 55Ol Gam iy

L o 1y ¢ 55 Ogiline
= ¢ LGJ b)& A KJJ kf.'.-w ") Lis J &JL‘E }:}‘3
- I3 OF e

few Qo o e Loy Iv
el =l Ula S 5? dJsLGf 4 O A a3
- & stz 55O i iy el
55 Osipe SO
- O LeSOd e ilgs =l
el e om 08 S

iz b i@m, ——

120
OLD WAR-DRKAMS

In midnight sleep of many a face of anguish,
OF the look at first of the mortally wounded,
(of that indescribable look,)
Of the ccliead on their backs with arms extended
- wide,
1 dream, I dream, I dream.

Of scenes of Nature, fields and mountains,

Of skies so beauteous after a storm, and at night
the moon so unearthly bright,

Shining sweetly,  shining down, where we dig
the trenches ‘and gather the heaps,
I dream, I dream, I dream.

Long he:.ive they pass’d, faces and trenches and
ficlds,

Where through the carnage 1 moved with a
callous composure, or away from the fallen,

Onward I sped at the time—but now of their

forms at night,
Y“dreain; ¥ dream, I dream.
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A CLEAR MIDNIGHT

This is thy hour O Soul, thy free flight into the
wordless, ,
Away from books, away from art, the day
erased, the lesson done,,
Thee fully forth emerging, silent, gazing, ponder-
 ing the themes thou lovest best,
Night; sleep, death and the stars.
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AS THE TIME DRAWS NIGH

As the time draws nigh glooming a cloud,
A dread beyond of I know not what darkens

me.

1 shall go forth, :
T shall traverse the States awhile, but I cannot

tell whither or how long,
Perhaps soon some day or night while I am
singing my voice will suddenly cease.

O bo%k, 9 chants ! must all then amount to but
this ?

Must we barely arrive at this beginning of
us 7——and yet it is enough, O soul ;

O soul, we have positively appear’d—that is
enough.
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NOW FINALE TO THE SHORE

Now finale to the shore,

Now land and life finale and farewell,

Now Voyager depazt, (much, much for thee is.
yet in store,)

Often enough hast thou adventur’d o’er the seas,

Cautiously cruising, studying the charts,

Duly again to port and hawser’s tie returning ;

But now obey thy cherish’d secret wish,

Embrace thy friends, leave all in order,

To port and hawser’s tie no more returning,

Depart upon thy endless cruise old Sailor.
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THE BRAVEST SOLDIERS

Brave, brave were the soldiers (high named to-
day) who lived through the fight ; _

But the bravest press’d to the front and fell,
unnamed, unknown.
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AFTER THE DAZZLE OF DAY

After the dazzle of day is gone,

Only the dark, dark night shows to my eyes the
stars ; |

After the clangor of organ majestic, or chorus,
or perfect band,

Silent, athwart my soul, moves the symphony

true,
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SOON SHALL THE WINTER’S FOIL BE
HERE

Soon shall the winter’s foil be here ;

Soon shall these icy ligatures unbind and melt—
A little while, o

And air, soil, wave, suffused shall be in softness,
bloom and growth—a thousand forms shall
rise

From these dead clods and chills as froni low
burial graves.

Thine eyes, ears——all thy best attributes—all
that takes cognizance of natural beauty,
Shall wake and .fill. Thou shalt perceive tbe
~ simple shows, the delicate miracles of earth,
Dandelions, clover, the emerald grass, the early

scents and flowers,

The arbutus under foot, the willow’s yellow-
green, the blossoming plum and cherry ;
With these the robin, lark and thrush, singing

their song—the fitting bluebird ;
For such the scenes the annual play brings on.
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. STRONGER LESSONS
A7 bl d2ea & 00 LT 5 dolh 2 g G | L
£ S oy T 4l 2y 2T i .9=- :i ,.'? Have you learn’d lessons only of those who
' ; ’ admired you, and were tender with you, and

SEow 2K g adan LS o ]
LS o ; o o d].f'—y Gre g5 A stood aside for you?
d = o Jee Oyl ga Uy 2 o pT g ow el Have you not learn’d great lessons from those

& Lnd el o Ko ol , who reject you, and brace themselves against
e B Tl el &y you ? or who treat you with contempt, or

dispute the passage with you ?
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TWILIGHT

— The soft voluptuous opiate shades,

The sun just gone, the eager light dispell’d—(1

too will soon be gone, dispell’d,)

A haze—nirwana—rest and night—oblivion.
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'SOUNDS OF THE WINTER

Sounds of the winter too,

Sunshine upon the mountains—many a distant
srain

From cheery railroad train—from nearer field,
barn, house, '

The whispering air—even the mut¢ crops,

~ garner’d apples, corn,. .

Children’s and women’s tones—rhythm of many
a farmer and of flail,

An old man’s garrulous lips among the rest,

: Think not we give out yet,

E'artl; jl"'rom these snowy hairs we keep up yet the

ilt.




T _
Ay ds e

GJrf!JAUJM;JJSl‘
Are)rﬂluumaé_ 3ol Js5) @k o7 Y5 JeS
“a las ool & (B0 BOs 0 & 4
‘Wgﬂf*r‘u@é'uﬂ'@)ugdﬁdﬂﬁ"
tJ)ap Jj‘&_lﬂw“”é_ﬂé_}x)jt B VPN
. L ) “.—’Llﬂ
‘ L:l L QL\AJ.) oleb é':_ Qalss gila _,r-Lu t I
-\’H ! ‘JW b).‘*" O K&J 565 o8 (2 Adiges 13| (_'
: 'flJ;u\.&Jir
Mtﬂ)wuﬁLﬂjéhg‘KL)ﬁh ;OI&JOJ
el o JE
Codle o Jod A e e o Al IS sl

5 d}r ey

&ﬁ%rﬂéﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ#’”’

4

.

142
WHEN THE FULL-GROWN POET CAME

When the full-grown poet came,

Out spake pleased Nature (the round i impassive

- - globe, with all its shows of day and night,)
~ saying, He is mine ;

But out spake too the Soul of man, proud
jealous and unreconciled, Nay he is mine
alone ; _

—Then the full-grown poet stood between the
two, and took each by the hand ;

And to- day and ever so stands, as blender uniter,
tightly holding hands,

- Which he will never release until he reconcﬂes

.- the two, '
And Wholly and Joyously blends them.
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GRAND IS THE SEEN

Grand is the seen, the light, to me—~grand are
the sky and stars, - .
Grand is the earth, and grand are lasting time
and space, _ :

And grand their laws, so multiform, puzzling,
evolutionary ; '

But grander far the unseen soul of me, compre-
hending, endowing ali those,

Lighting the light, the sky and stars, delving the
earth, sailing the sea, -

(What were all those, indeed, without thee,
unseen soul ? of what amount without thee )

More evolutionary, vast, puzzling, O my soul !

Moreh multiform far—more lasting thou than
they. - E ”
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UNSEEN BUDS

Unseen buds, infinite, hidden ‘well,
Under the snow and ice, under the darkaess, in
every square or:cubic inch,
Germinal, exquisite, in delicate-lace, microscopic,
- unborn, _ ‘ o
Like babes in wombs, latent, folded, compact,
" sleeping; -
Billions of billions, and trillions of trillions of
them waiting, :
(On earth and in the sea—the universe—the stars
there in the heavens,) I '
Utrging slowly, surely forward, forming endless,
And waiting ever more, forever more behind.
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GOOD-BYE MY FANCY

Good-bye my fancy !

Farewell dear mate, dear love!

I’'m going away, I know not where,

Or to what fortune, or whether I may ever see
you again,

So Good-bye my Fancy.

‘Now for my last—let me look back a moment ;

The slower fainter ticking of the clock is in me,
Exit, nightfall, and soon the heart-thud stoop-
ing. : _

Long have we iived, joy’d, caress’d together ;

Delightful !—now separation—Good-bye my

Fancy. :

Yet let me not be too hasty,

Long indeed have we lived, slept, filter’d,
become really blended into one ;

Then if we die together, (yes, we’ll remain one,)

If we go anywhere we’ll go together to meet
“what happens, -

‘May-be w 11 be better off and blither, and learn

spmething,

‘Mayfbe it is yourself now really ushering me to

“#*the true songs, (who hnows ?)

"}I’jféy-be it,i8 you the mortal knob really undoing,

turning—so now finally,
Good-bye-and hail ! my Fancy.
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