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During the lﬁtfér' parf:.of the ..ﬁinei:eenth cen-

4. tury Sir Syed Ahmed Khan of Delhi wielded such.

a.vast influence: on India in .general and Mushm
India in particular, as a great, educationist and " a,
reformer, that one is apt to lose sight of the fact,
that he was a great literary man first and every-
thing else afterwards. From one point of view
modern Urdu literature owes-more to him than
toany one man of his generation. His own work,
-as:an eminent writer of Urdu prose, is important,
~ bothasregardsits quality and quantity, and there;,
" fore his direct service to Urdu literature isias
valuable as that of any of his contemporaries; but,
what further-entitles him to our gratitude. is; the
service he has indirectly rendered, by collecting
round him a galaxy of brilliant scholars, whe.
shone as writers of good Urdu prose and . poetry,:
under his sympathetic and inspiring guidance.
He was, as it were, a maker of literary men and
responsible for the creation of a new school of
Urdu literature. : BT

- Hetried to improve the tone of Urdu literature
and his efforts met with considerable success. :As
ene born and bred in Delhi, he spoke the .purest.
language, of Delhi homes. When he began to
write e tried to:write a simple and unartificial
.. style, which appeals immensely.to a reader by its
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directness and effect. " He completed th \
which Ghalib had started by intrc?ducing a zi:;gl;
and natural style in Urdu prose and giving up
the ornate and stilted manner of writing, which,
prevailed before; - | .. > |
Itisnot necessary to give here at pre
the stor y to give here at great length
excellént Biographies of Sir Syed have been wri
ont in' English, by Col. Gra’hﬁm; and the othz:: e;{;
Urdu by’ Mauvlana ‘Hili. Hali- has aptly called:
ﬁ1§ f___l)lopkftﬂayata‘-z- Jawid, or « Life Everlasting,””
meaning to say that people who live the life that
- Syed’ Ahmad Khan lived, earni immortality and’
leave behind'an undying name. The book is a
Aitting tribute to the memory of the deceased:
'Sge‘_d‘j,‘r paid byone of is sincerest adinirers and
friends, who had numerous opportunities 6f perso-
%I;Eo;;tact ‘t\x{ith' hién. Any one desiring to have
ull’ intormation about the life of Sir Syed &
redd the Hayati-Jawid, o Do

)

-~ issufficient for the purposes &f this sketeh-
to'state briefly that Syed- Ehxgadl Khan ?waz'k?:;:lﬂli
a:tj.:"f!:)e'lhlg_emj"‘t-he-: 17th " October 1817, in' a'
family' krown for its learning. His mother’s
father, Khwaja' Farid-ud-Din Ahmad, was a re-
m&iar‘kable man. He wasknown asa great mathema-

idiyand, after a varied career, was appointed 4s
a Minister by Akbar Shah II in 1815. ' He triéd
foi‘ ‘some time’ to ‘improve the finances of the
tqftg;ing-—jkln-g-dom=- of the Moglials; but the réetrén
chifients effected by him made him’ urtpopular and
he had to retire from the position. Syed Ahmed:
Khan’s motherwas the eldest daughter of Khwaja
Faridiud-Pin. - ‘Onrthe father’s side Syed Akihad

of his interesting and useful Iife. Two
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Khan belonged to a Syed family that had long:
Been settled at Hirat, from where his ancestors.
moved -to- India, ‘probably in the time of the-
Emperor- Shah Jahan. His grandfather, Syed:
Hadi, was a high officer in the time of Alamgir II.
Syed: Ahmad Khan's father, Mir Muttaqi, did not
accept office in the Moghal court but had always:
easy access to it. He was famous as an expert
archer and swimmer, and as in those days both these-

accomplishments were highly prized by the nobili-

ty and gentry of Delhi, he had many pupils who-
learnt marksmanship and swimming from him.

'Syed Ahmad Khan also learnt the same from his-

father. The early education of Syed Ahmad Khan.
was not very regular and complete, even accord-
ing to the standard of education prevailing at the-
time, but it wasfairly extensive. He began read-
ing the Quran with a lady teacher; thenread some-
elementary books of Persian with a teacher named.

 Maulvi Hamid::d-Din and  then studied Arabic

for some-time. He studied mathematics with a
maternal uncle of his, who had inherited a taste-
for it from Khwaja Farid-ud-Din. - He also studi-
ed astronomy for a short time. He studied
Yunani medicine with Hakimn Ghulam Haidar-
Khan, a- well-known - physician of his day. His-
¢areer as-a student, however, ended when he was.
eighteen or nineteén, though upto the end of his:
life he continued to be a student, adding to his-
stock of knowledge by self-study. In his youth
he came in contact with some of the famous poets-
of Delhilike Ghalib, Azurda and Sahbai and often:
joinied their literary circles. The grounding he .
thus.got'in’ various branches of leartiing stood hime
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1in good stead in after life. . _

~ In 1838 he entered Government service as a
areader in the Court of the Sadr Amin at Delhi.
He went to Agra in 1839 as Naib Munshi to the
~Commissioner, and rose to the position of a

Munsiff in 1841. After serving as a Munsiff at

-various places, he was transferred to Delhi in the.

same . capacity in 1846, There he saw an oppor-
“tunity of reviving his studies formally under able
- “teachers and acquired a fairly advanced knowledge
-0f Arabic, thus equipping himself for his workasa
-~commentator on the Quran and as a defender of
Islam against attacks from hostile critics.

He did not take long to discover that he had

<been endowed by nature with a gift for writing and
-speaking. He wasfurther favoured by Providence
with a robust and enduring constitution and had
-a wonderful capacity for hard work. His first
book that was published in 1840, when he was
-only a youth of three and twenty, working in a
humble position in the Commissioner’s Office, was
a tabular statement in Persian, called the Jam-s-
Jam, in which he gave an account of various royal
dynasties from Timarlane down to Bahadur Shah,,
the last pf the Moghals.. This showed his acquain-
'tapce with history and ability to doresearch wark.,
His next work was of a different kind. It was an
.abstract of Civil Laws for the.use of Munsiffs.
This book was in Urdu and was appreciated by
<Government, and on the strength of that, he was
- -accepted as a candidate for Munsifiship. Hisearly
sreligious training then asserted itself and he pub-
dished, a pamphlet called Jila-ul-qulub, giving.an
account of the birth and death of the Prophet.
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His versatility further showed itself in.another
direction by the publication in 1844 of an Urdum
translation of a small book on mechanics. While
at Delhi he also laid the foundation of his future
work as a journalist, by frequently contributing
ta the Syed-ul-Akhbar, a paper which had been
started at Delhi by his elder brother. The first
work, however, of real value, from his pen, was
the 4sar-us-Sanadid, which gave an account of old
Delhi and of the monuments of ancient times,
with which the capital and its environments were
studded. He had devoted all hisleisure hours for
a considerable period to the collection of - materiak
for this historical work and it was illustrated by
plans and sketches of old buildings and by facsi-
milies of thé inscriptions that were to be found

- on them. The spirit of devotion to this work,

which characterised him at the time, may be judg-
ed by the fact that in order to decipher the more
lofty of the inscriptionson the Qutab. Minar, Syed
Ahmad Khan used to get into a basket tied to two
poles and placed in front of the part of which the
inscription was to be deciphered. = He ‘himsel
describes the process which was adopted and the
fear that the risky experiment used to excite in
the mind. of his friend Sahbai. He says:—
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. This - book : came- out in.- 1847; and at once!
brought the auther into prominence. Mr. Robests,
a‘BEuropean friendiof the anther; took:a copy: of
the beok to:England and brought it to the notice:
of:.the: Royal Asiatic Society, London, which. ex-
- pressed-its appreciation of the book and desired
that it :might’be translated into English. = Syed
Alimad Khan brought:out a revised edition of the
boolk:in - 1854; ‘withrthe addition of new and better
plaris ‘and. sketches; but most of the copies.of.. the
second editionalong with the plans were lost during
the *~ Mutiny. . Some . of the plans subsequently
recovered ‘have been preserved .in the Library of:
the M. A: O. College at Aligarh.! The second edi~
tion:was notonly animprovementon the first:-one,.
in.-outward -appearance; but ‘also in its reading:
matter. - This book, however,. was ' written in a
cutnbrous old-fashioned style and in that respect
cannot  bear comparison withs the clear and lucid:
style of Urdu prese, which characterised most of!
the/subsequent writings of the same author.. = ..

.4 Before passing onto other literary productions:
ofSyed Ahmad Khan, it may ‘be mentioned
that:the farmous French: Orientalist, M. Garcom
de Tessy paid the Asar-us-Sanadid the compliment.
of translating ‘it into French, which translation:

was:published in 1861. A-copy-of the translatien . /
was sent:to the author.  When the Royal Asiatic,
Society of London saw this translation they elect-.

ed Syed Ahmed Khan an Honorary Fellow of the
Society in 1864. Later-on, whenr the Edinburgh

University conferred on: Syed: Akmad Khan-the

. ¥ - has since-developed into-the Mualim University.
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honorary.degree-of LL. D. in 1889, ‘in his absence,
ithis book was particularly mentioned along with
the Khutabat-i-Ahmadya as entitling him to that
«distinction. o N
Having spent 8 yearsat Delhiasa Munsiff,
Syed Ahmad Khan was promoted to the position
.of a'Sadr Amin at Bijnore. While there, he'com-
;piled a history of Bijnore. Healso edited andcor-
rected the Ain-i- ARbari of Abul Fazal for publica-
tion. This edition was to be in three volumes and

" the editor had added an introduction.containing a

detailed review of the boak. - The first and the

' :third volumes were printed and the second volume

swith a number of illustrations and sketches was
ready to go to the Press, when the Mutiny broke
out and this valuable material was lost.’

~ From Bijnore Syed Ahmad Khan-was trans-
ferred to Moradabad as Sadr-us-Sadur in 1858.
‘Soon after that he brought out his book called
Tarikh-i-Sarkashi-i-Bijnore, giving an account.of
the rebellion in that.town. This was a work.of
docal interest, but another little book, of Syed
.Ahmad Khan dealing with the Mutiny and- pub-
Hished in 1859, was much more valuable ‘and -of
general interest. This was known as. Asbabsi-
:Baghawat-i-Hind, or-‘‘ the Causes of the ,II}@}W
Revolt.” . Small as-the book is, it is very striking
indeed. It required morethan ordinary courage
to write so boldly and frankly as Syed Ahmad

"Khan did, in the perilous daysimmediately succeed-

ing the Mutiny, and he did so at considerable
personalrisk. He -got ‘500 copies of the book
printed, but he did not publish ﬁhem in India, lest
such publication may cause excitement o1 be mis-
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understood. He'kept one copy.of the book with
himself, sent:another copy to.the' Government of
India'and all therest he'sent in a parcel to England,
for distribution there among those interested in
the matter.. In the Council . of the Viceroy the
book was' discussed, when Lord Canning  and
Sir “Bartle - ‘Frere expressed their opinion in its
favour as a book written with a desire to help
the ‘Government, while Mr. Cecil Beadon spoke
strongly againstitas aseditiouswork. An English
translation of the book appeared in: 1873 from the
pen ‘of Col. -Graham. Barring the two copies
alluded to above, there is no copy of the original
‘book 'in ' India, but Maulana Hali has reproduced
jtor perhaps the greater part of it, as an appendix
to the Hayat-i-Jawid, and Malak Fazl-ud- Din,
look-seller of Lahore, has since published a re-
pnnt of it."
~ This book has not only a hlStOI‘lC interest for
Aus; - but is important from other points of view as
well. - Its style, though simple and impressive,
dacks much of the elegance of the style later on
ideveloped by the author and by his contemporaries
who collected round him. It presents here and
there specimens of the old method of. Urdu writ-
ing, imitating more or less the style of literal
translations from Arabic. Weread for instance :(—
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Such passages are, however, few and far bet-
ween and the rest of the book is written in an easy
flowing style, which it is a pleasure to read.

~ There is.another feature of the book which is.
fascinating and that is the perfect candour, with
which the author has expressed his opinions, some
of which are as applicable to present day life as-
they were in 1859.

Syed Ahmad Khan edited and corrected the-
Tartkh-i-Ferozshahi for the Asiatic Society, Bengftl
and this edition was published by the Society, in-
1862.

" He next directed his attention to a commen-
tary of the Bible in Urdu, with some introductory-
chapters. He wrote a con51derab1e part of this-
commentary, but this work remained incomplete,
To this work M. Garcon de Tassy made a very-
appreciative reference in 1883.

Syed Ahmad Xhan experienced a sad bereave--
ment by the death of his wife in 1861. She died:
leaving three children. Two of them were boys,
of whom Syed Mahmud, afterwards Mr. Justice-
Mahmud, was one. The Syed was asked by several
friends to seek comfort in a second marriage, but.
he decided to pass the remainder of his life singly,
as one wedded to the service of his feljow men:
and devoted to the spreading of learnmg among
his co-religionists.

The works that have been noticed already
were only an earnest of what was to follow and
his main act1V1ty in the field of letters was really-
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to commence after this sad loss, when the cause
of education and enlightenment grew from a
“favourite hobby ‘to an absorbing passion in the
mind .of Syed Ahmad Khan.

As one who improved Urdu prose and shaped
-t into a vehicle of serious thought andspeech, the
name of Syed Ahmed Khan will always be remem-
“bered. His practical temperament was admirably

- .suited for the performance of this role. It is

-remarkable that a man, who had passed his youth
in the gay society of Delhi, who had associated
with a poet like Ghalib, and who had been present
at many a poetical contest, remained free from any
real inclination towards writing poetry. He would
-occasionally read poetry and appreciate a good
verse when he heard it, but he regarded life as too
serious to be spent in weaving beautiful {abrics
of mere words. His strong commonsense revolted
.against making poetry his main vocation. The
prose in.life appealed to him as much as poetry
-did to others. He may have possibly induiged
:in early youth in writing verses, but he suppressed
‘his inclination in this direction so successfully in
Tater life that you hardly find any traces of it.
- In fact you do not find him even quoting poetry
very much in his speeches and writings.

- Among the writers who came directly in touc
-with him, and whose tastes were formed in his
-glevating company, may be mentioned Maulvi
Hali, Maulvi Nazeer Ahmed, Maulvi Shibli, Maulvi
Zakaullah and Syed ‘Mehdi Ali, better known as
Nawab Muhsinul Mulk, to give only a few of the
-most prominent men of letters,
«of others, too numerous to be mentioned, whose

There is a host.
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writings have been influenced by the works of
Sir Syed or by the School of literature brought
into existence by him. _

Of the great authors above named, Hali is
the only one who is famous for his poetry as well
as prose. His poetry breathes throughout the
spirit of reform, which characterised the prose
writings of Syed Ahmad Khan, and one scarcely
doubts that many ideas embodied. in the poems
of Hali are inspired by Syed Ahmed Khan directly
orindirectly. The *“ Maddo Jazri Islam’ or “ The
Tide and Ebb of Islam’ ‘is the best known of
Hali’s poems and the idea of it was suggested by
Syed Ahmad Khan. a
. This is only one illustration of the way in
which the literary men of his day were, consciously
or unconsciously, influenced by the great Syed.
Such instances can be multiplied, but we have to
Tesume the narrative of Syed Ahmad Khan’s own
literary activities. '
. Before noticing some of his work, it appears-
to be necessary to draw attention to the fact
that Syed Ahmad Khan, while wielding a power-
iul - influence on his contemporaries, was himself
influenced, to a considerable extent, by Western
culture, particularly English. Itisrather strange,
considering that he practically did not know
English, Hehad only picked upalittle knowledge
©of English at an advanced age, but he knew how
to collect material for his writings from Western
sourcés. He not only uses many English words in
his writings; but has actually introduced many
Xnglish ideas in Urdu and has imported many
English turns of expression, which have now become
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quite absorbed in the language. He has opened
the door, as it were, for writers who came after
him, to further enrich thelanguage by introducing
expressions and ideas from foreign sources, when-
ever they accord with the genius of Urdu. He
represents the happy result of a blending of the
thought of the East with the thought of the West.

' His bringing up and early training were those of
a true Oriental, but with wonderful adaptability
he made his own all that struck himas good and
. great in Western culture and civilisation. - With
a breadth of mind, which many who have received
amuch more liberal education might well emulate,
‘he felt instinctively drawn towards the knowledge
that ‘could be gained from the West. He got
many useful works from English translated inte
Urdy, thus adding to the stock of informative
books in the language of the country. = -
In 1866 Syed Ahmad Khanstarted the Aligark
Institute Gazette, which lasted till the end of his
}ife and for which he worked as anhonorary editor.
“This paper was, at one time, not only the accredit-
ed- organ of the Muslims of Northern India,
faithfully expressing their opinions on various
" topics of the day, but it also rendered valuable
service to Urdu literature. The contributions of
Syed Ahmad Khan to the paper,if collected; would
make several volumes and would contain a good
deal which. would possess more than passing in-
terest. The praise which Hali has bestowed upon
this journal, appears to be well-deserved, so far as
the earlier years of the life of the journal are con-
‘cerned. The passageinthe Hayat-i-Jawid in which
Hali praised the Aligarh Institute Gazette, is re-

R S
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produced below in translation, as it embodies thé
views.of Halion what a properly conducted journal
should aim at. He says:— - - L
- ‘A distinguishing feature of this journal was
that unlike many of its contemporaries it never
injured the feelings  of any sect or community:.
It never gave up sobriety of tone and never indulg-
ed in flippancy and unbecoming jokes to attract
more customers. It didnot write anything which
would disturb friendly relations between one
community and another in India. It did not write
against any Hindu or Muslim State. It did not
take part in religious disputes between Hindus
and Muslims, and, if it ever intervened, it did
so for purposes of bringing about reconciliation

.among them.”

. Syed Abmad Khan paid a visit to England
in. 1869 and remained there for a year. His
energies found vent in many useful directions.
What chiefly concerns us in this essay is the pub-

lication of an English translation of the KZutabai-

i-Ahmadya. The book deals with the life and
work of the Prophet of Islam and defends him.
against the -attacks of Western critics. He had .
taken with him his notes in Urdu and he got a
translation of them printed in England. On his"
return to India, an Urdu edition of the Khutabat:
was brought out, with some amplifications, by the .
author. "He wrote graphicaccounts of his travels,; . |
which .appeared in the organ of his society at
Aligarh, and would make an interesting book of "
travels.
It was in 1870, on his return from England,

- that Syed Ahmad Khan started his well-known
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periodical, called the Tehzib-ul-Akhbag, which

made quite .a stir in social; religious and literary
circles during its existence. It ceased to exist in
1876, but has left a lasting mark on Muslim Society
and Urdu literature, Many of the articles that
were contributed to this periodical by Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan are of permanent value and have
been published in book form in Volume 11 of the
abstracts from the Tehzib-ul-Akhlag, published by
Malak Fazl-ud-Din. of Lahore. The wvolume is
- worth reading. - Some portions of it may now be
uninteresting, as dealing with matters which are no
longer of any great moment, or on which public
opinion has now nndergone considerable change.
Others may not appeal to some as purely religious

or technical. Buteven after omitting such portions,

there remains a good deal which can be read with
advantage. In many of the articles of the Tehzib
you see Syed Ahmad Khan at his best as a writer
of Urdu. For example, I may cite the following
_passage in which Syed Ahmad Khan writes on
the pleasures of hope:— S L
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- It is gratifying to notice that the lectures and

- speeches made by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan have
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also been collected and offered to the public in
the form of a book. We owe this collection to

. Maulvi Imam-ud-Din of Gujrat and its publication

to the enterprise of Malak Fazl-ud-Din again.
These speeches are full of thought and suggestions
and some of them could be as useful to-day as
they were when they were made years ago. For
instance the learned and thoughtful lecture
which was delivered at Mirzapur in 1873, has the
following passage: ' ' :
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There i§ one more work of Sir Syed which
may benoticed in conclusion. He started writing
a commentary in Urdua on the Quran, which has
been left unfinished, but the part that was written

_ has been published. It was published by him-in

bis life-time and a reprint of it in six volumes has.
been published by Malak Fazl-ud-Din. This work
belongs to the domain of religion and does not
require a detailed reference while we are dealing
mainly with Sir Syed’s services to literature.
About ‘the mérits of the commentary there has

" been a great controversy. The orthodox Muslims

have alivays looked upon it as a heretical interpre-
tation of the Sacred Book, while many of those
who have received modern education have given an
unstinted meed of praise to this well-meant effort
of the Syed, the real aim of which was to stem
the tide of materialism 'and unbelief, which was
coming in the wake of modern education and
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which threatened to deprive many Mussalmans of
their beligf jn. their religion. TIn this object he
succeeded to a considerable extent ; and even if
it.appears that, in his desire to reconcile religion
with science, he occasionally resorted to far fetched
arguments or fell into some errors of reasoning,
there can be no doubt that posterity will give him
credit for standing up boldly for freedom of opin-
ion and thought and for devoting himself, accord-
ing to the best of his ability, to the interpretation
of the Holy Book, ' '

. Many small pamphlets and stray writings of
Sit Syed have not Been specifically mentioned in’

this-essay, for want of space, but those who desire
‘more exhaustive information - about the literary
works of the author, will find in the Hayat-i-Jawid
a good book of reference. From what has
been said above, it is clear that fthough service to
literature was only one of the many fields of acti-
vity to which ‘Sir Syed devoted his life, yet this
alone, apart from his other great services, is
enough to give him a lasting claim to our
gratitude. - .70 C SRR
.., He lived a noble life and died a noble death.
He used to.spend every penny he had in the
cause he had at heart, so that when he died
there was nothing in his house ‘to defray the
expenses of his funeral, which were borpe by a
- devoted friend. o R

- - His death evoked universal sorrow and IMourn-
ing in the country and particularly among the
Muyslims and. nurherqus elegies were written on
his death. Thousands of meetings expressing
Tegret at this national loss were held throughout
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the country. Though a quarter' of a century has
elapsed since his death, he lives still in the loving
memory of thousands of admirers, His mortal
remains have found repose in a corner of the -
spacious mosque he had built in the vast enclosure
of the M. A. O. College at'Aligarh. There rests
one whose heart burnt all his life with the fire of-
patriotism and the desire to serve his co-religionists
and his countrymen. A simple and unassuming
grave. marks his resting place, but it speaks

_eloquently, :with its silent ‘tongue, to those who

were opposed to him during his life and used to
avoid-him as unorthodox, to come to his grave; to
ponder over his work and to judge him betger;
It says, in the words of a Persian poet:
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“You were avoiding me during my life on
account .of my restlessness, Come now to my
grave and see my repose.’

1*. -Thié was the approximate period th__at elapsed between the
eath of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and the time when this fecture was
delivered:. o : ‘ S o




