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Preface

I owe thanks to many people over the years for helping me with the
learning, research and writing that eventually led to this book. For my
formal aeademic training in Hindi and Urdu I am indebted to: Dr
Manindra Verma, Dr Usha Nilsson and Dr G. C. Narang at the
University of Wisconsin; Dr Bruce Pray at the University of California,
Berkeley; and Dr K. K. Mishra and DrH. C. Nayyar at Banaras Hindu
University. For my less formal but equally valuable language learning I
must thank: the students of Birla Hostel at Banaras Hindu University
duting 196667 for patiently listening to my initially halting attempts to
speak Hindi and furnishing me with many hours of conversation; many
Indian friends and acquaintances who provided me with practice; Shti
Kailash Nath Chaube who became not just my Hindi tutor but also a
good friend; and especially the many people of India whose pleasure in
my attempts to communicate with them sustained my efforts. Thanks to
these many teachers all translations in this book, including any mistakes,
are my own.

I am also grateful to many other people and institutions who helped
me in a variety of ways: the Fulbright Foundation for giving me a year .
in Banaras to learn Hindi and Urdu; the Foreign Area Fellowship Pro--
gram, and especially my interviewer Barney Cohn, for supporting my
dissertation research in the United States, England, and India; the India -
Office Library for countless hours of research in comfortable surround-
ings, and especially Alf and Fred; the University of Windsor for a sab-

“batical year in India; Frank Conlon, Chris Bayly, and several others

who helped guide me in the mysteries of finding materials in the IOL;

the Nagari Pracharini Sabha of Banaras and its Pradhan Mantri Shri
Sudhakar Pandey for providing a treasure house of information, and
especially the late Shri Sadanand Shastri and Shambhunath Vajpeyi
whose memories I cherish; my dissertation adviser and well-wisher at
the University of Wisconsin, Bob Frykenberg; Jim Nye of the University
of Chicago and Jerry Barrier of the University of Missouri; my research
assistants Shri Ibadur Rahman Ansari and Shri Vidya Nath Chaube, my
frequent host Shri Chandra Prakash, and my several informants, espe-
cially the late Shri Ray Krishna Das, all of Banaras; and my publishers,
Oxford University Press, India. To Leela, my wife, my gratitude beyond -

measure.




vi One Language, Two Scripts

I have long thought that each book which purports to describe and
analyse complex human affairs should include a ‘statement of bias’ or
‘pethaps better, a ‘statement of perspective’ from the author so that
readers can know something of the values and attitudes that lie behind
the often impersonal-seeming text, I have done this to some extent in
Chapter 1, and to a greater extent in Chapter VI, but something more
personal seems appropriate here. Very briefly, I value Hindi and Urdu
equally, but have more acquaintancé with and more facility in the
former. I have a strong distaste for extremists on either side of an
artificially created linguistic divide. I cannot but feel that such extremism
rests on a basic intolerance of differences, whether they are linguistic or-
religious, which threatens to destroy the unity in diversity which is India

at its best. Let me say with Kabir that:

For Muslims in mosques and for Hindus in temples
both Khuda and Ram are there;

Where mosque and temple do not exist
who is it that rules supreme there?

Windsor, Ontario
December 1993
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Transliteration Scheme

For Urdu words, I have used for the most part the system of G. C.
Narang in Urdu: Readings in Literary Urdu Prose (Madison, Wisconsin:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1968). For Hindi words I have used the

system of Rupert Snell and Simon Weightman in Teach Yourself Hindi

{(London: Random House, 1989). Where places, personal names, and
terms have a commonly-used English spelling (e.g., Varanasi, Shyam
Sundar Das, and Nagari) I have not used diacriticals.

CHAPTER I

Introduction

We do not clearly understand what you Europeans mean by the term
Hindi, for there are hundreds of dialects, all in our opinion equally
entitled to the name, and there is here no standard as there is in
Sanskrit.!

The Hindi movement in nineteenth century north India provides an
interesting and extremely complex example of the relationships between
language, religion, and nationalism. No scholar of modern Indian
history would dispute the assertion that language and religion have had
an enormous influence on the development of nationalism in South Asia.
The creation of Pakistan in 1947, the inauguration of linguistic states
in India in 1955, the anti-Hindi agitation in South India in 1963, the
emergence of a Punjabi Suba in 1966, the independence of Bangladesh
in 197 1—these and many other similar events testify to the great import-
ance of these two symbols in recent times. To understand the contem-
porary manifestations of language and religion, however, one needs to
study their earlier expressions by those Indians who used them as the
central symbols of competing nationalisms. The Hindi movement of the
nineteenth century, copiously documented but little studied outside
India, furnishes an excellent opportunity to examine an important
aspect of the development of Hindu nationalism in north India.

Theoretical Background

Many scholars have exercised their ingenuity in attempts to create a
satisfactory conceptual framewortk for the petvasive phenomenon of
nationalism, One of the most instructive of these attempts appeats in
the writings of Karl Deutsch, especially his Nationalissm and Social
Commrunication, where he sets forth the idea of a ‘people’ as a large
group characterized by a complementarity of social communication.
This complementarity means that members of the group can com-
municate more effectively over a widér range of subjects with each other
than with outsiders. A people struggling to gain control over the beha-
vior of its members becomes a ‘nationality’ which in turn becomes 4
‘nation’ once this control has been added to the prev1ously existing
cohesiveness and shared symbols.?




