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The Kesar Singh Gun Raso (1697 CE)
of Haridas Parik

The Kesar Singh Gun Rdso is an historical encomium, a poem praising the character and
deeds of Kesar Singh (d. 1697), the rao or ruler of Khandela (a small 'kingdom' in what is now
northeastern Rajasthan). Its author, Haridas Upadhyay Parik, was a local noble as well as a
servant and friend to Kesar Singh. Haridas devotes the largest part of his text (324 out of 605 total
verses) to describing the conflict between Kesar Singh and Abdullah Khan, the subahdar of
Ajmer. In the final encounter between their armies at Haripura, Kesar Singh looses his life in
battle, thus securing his fame and a place in heaven.

Although the primary subject matter of the poem is Kesar Singh, the poet Haridas devotes
almost half of the work (272 verses) to describing and praising Kesar Singh's ancestors, beginning
with Rao Shekha (d. 1488)— the Kacchwaha Rajput credited with asserting his autonomy from the
dominant lineage of Kacchwahas at Amer and establishing his own semi-independent kingdom in
the region later named for him, Shekhawat. The following excerpt recounts the life of Raimal,
Shekha's son and heir, in the space of 17 verses.

Haridas begins by enumerating the sons of Shekha, noting that although he was the
youngest son and his older brothers quite capable, it was Raimal that ascended the throne. He
then recounts a conflict between Raimal and 'Hindal' (possibly Humayun's brother) in which
Raimal is victorious. Finally, he describes how Raimal, at the request of the Mughal emperor,
subdues the Rathore Rajput king of Bikaner, Lunkaran, who was responsible for raiding travelers
and disrupting the functioning of the empire. Haridas summarizes the major events of Raimal's
reign with great economy, even while managing to include vivid descriptions of the sights and
sounds of battle; this short excerpt thus gives us insight into Rajput-Mughal and Rajput-Rajput
relations, and into how these relations sometimes played out on the field of battle.

The Kesar Singh Gun Raso has been published twice. The first edition (titled Kesarsinih
Samar) was edited by Jhabarmal Sharma and published in 1932; the second edition (which builds
upon Sharma's work) was edited by Gopalnarayan Bahura and Raghunathprasad Tiwari and
published in 1998. This excerpt is taken from the second edition, with minor changes intended to
correct for hypercorrection by earlier editors (e.g. the editors’ modification of the bindu to a
candra-bindu, a feature that would not have appeared in early manuscripts).
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ELHTT
aT I 31e9 1T a9 9T€ I Tgi< |
T S S5 oI AT T 3T ST 11470

ZTeH = a8 ,12. @9 = small. TTE = &7 Jo [Ho Tae, TTE| throne. FeT 91 = . [{Fo Frer+T1e]
a type of silkworm. & —> - = TATUT FIAT to establish. TEIT = T = IHIL serious,
steadfast. 3THTT = fao [Fo| immeasurable. T = Raimal’s eldest brother. 5% = fao [Fo| 5
eldest. ¥oT = Raimal’s elder brother. 39T = 3THT = Raimal’s elder brother.

TFANS] FFA IIX ATES (AT HATT |
TIHTA oI |1 Al qTAAT (garer 1yl

9 = a son of Shekha. F¥ = a son of Shekha. WTTH = a son of Shekha. =@« = a son of
Shekha. &1 = HHAT Go, &0 [fgo FHT AT ATAAT| poking, piercing, pain. fgaTer = The

individual to which this refers is not completely clear, but is most likely Abu Nasir Muhammad
Hindal (4 March 1519 — 20 November 1551), younger brother of Humayun. However, according
to other sources, Raimal did not defeat Hindal; rather, the battle was a draw, and the
representative of the rising Mughal power extracted some kind of fine or tribute.

T ATH AT T AT Fa< T 1< |
fafg 9Te T qF A TAT G114 &1

A1 = I enemy. 99 = {49 world, earth.

o1 I HATTT aef HIH ST a1 |
BT ASSTE] TS 9 G AT TATS 11yl

3T = FAT Go [fgo | I | 32T | rise, raising.

1. A matrik meter containing 14 matras and ending with a heavy then light syllable, often used in martial poetry;
however, many of Haridas's haniiphal verses contain only 12 matras (though they do end with a heavy then light
syllable.



T. Williams 2015

AT ] A T AL AL AT g B |

g AT 9Ty fgarer Ffedr § aief 57 & 1Y <1

99 = UHT in this manner, in any manner.

T TS G AT /7 fad 33 A

o~

. ~ o ~
SUG U AP SlA I [dg 4] StiiA I

¥ = 9% IFSTH ? THEL ? a9 ?

AT A AR S fa =10 A2t @1 |

L TATAT T H AT 99 27 1ol

9q = 319a [4.] sleeping, hidden. TTEAT —> Tg- = THAT, AEAT. to stop, mount, attack.

. ~ — [
hicd 1:lg"ll'{'ll"l alst Algdl gadid |

Tfe @9 @q agriy a7 G T

TIEd —> HTEAT = el to break, burst. g = [TAT| ST, T sun, light. 7Y = [He «0f¥, 9To

Tfe (=a212) | war.

T Srfee og /1w 39 grEg |

Sfg O AT T AT AT aT AARE 1SR

T = HAT Jo [Ho 3797 horse. Also possibly H3T Jo [3o | an Arabian horse. & = IR
fao [fgo & + ®To IR gaTT | 47 | sharp. & = AT Go [Ho TTed, ITo HA AT a0 Hed |

spear.
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STE ST S T e AT A o |
I HT9 Td THE Ffe 9 g fFEE nezn

[ (W) T AT Jo [Ho THT| | blood. Tt = 9T . [#.] container, bowl (in this case, probably
skull). fags = fa@= fa. [/.] destroyed, broken apart, dismembered.

7 3fe = fearar <€ a1fF % = |
ST T | TATE AT oATg ATHT d18 1L

g —> - = AT T 2 oo Fo to spur; to cry out. ZTfg —> FEAT = foho Ho [Ho &Fad]| to
fell, to knock down.

g qIA AT &1 T |G S 417 |
FHI B AT T qg AT T2t TT 1S4

9T —> YTAT to take on, receive; ST ? = to run.

Te T ANT 9T g9 ST 39 A1 |

fast sfq @ Sem far arfsr g fa< 9= sk

TIH = FH dAT0 o [Ho | tortoise; the standard of the Kacchwaha clan of Rajputs. 9fd = 9a =
H1 o [Ho| [&fto 9aT| servant. aTfR = T Go [Ho AT horse.

graa
AR HHTSS ATg T qT AT |

e faeeil oTadl |Tg 9 ST Al |
S fetfer & e wiY Tw T AT |
ATEATS [T |7 3T g 1T ||
AL I A IS A T FHLH FHISS a7 |
T G I He T&T &d 9 26T A A< 11§01l
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Furh<r Rathore ruler of Bikaner, r. 1504-1526. Also known as Nunkaran. (Tod, Annals and
Antiquities of Rajasthan, 1132.) 9Tt —> from AT &7 Go [Fo TeATor AT 987, o Hlo
I | to mount, saddle. FHHSS = the standard of the Rathore Rajputs. %@t —> &A1 = ffo
o [0 AT to tremble, shake. HHT = &1 &T. [F.] fright, anxiety. T T ¢ &7 &To [fFo
W] ¢. 3o '’ | difficulty, crisis; coward; cowardice. FTATe = Narnaul, a town currently in
Haryana. @1 = a hill and locality near Narnaul.

?i "
AT I IS T Tool (TETH IST T AR &0 7 AT |
T 1T Grohd Fehd dT9 T agF & g HHH 1S40

¥ = Y[ = AT &fo [Ho| sand, dust. dEd = T&o a pleasant sound. FHd = F#S an unpleasant
sound. HEFH —> WEHAT fFfio [qo ASF + AT (IHo)] to flash. Fg —> AT to escape, be left.

qSt AL I 9T g f@H G 7w g 25 |

T AT T T g AT G ol =979 § T 947 ar g1

I = ST &7 o [fgo o] stirrup. f&d = efweix oo [Fo &7| strong, powerful. T =
AT §1T o a type of small sword, sometimes used by women. @I —> &Y.

T T HEEL ST e Sgi TTATA (qTE 9 d¢ |

T AT F 97 979 wHe TgT AT HLAT SItd a4+ 1190l

HEraYl = AU Mandore, the Rathore capital. @€ = € T 2 Jo HHAT o [Ho qULT| attack,

destruction; dance. FHe = FHeAST Rathores, i.e. Rathore warriors.

aTRT

T ASTHT HIE 9 &g 91 aF o1 |
TET AT T TSIl T THT ITH 1191

38 = fad day. T = M two. STTH = T/ &7 Go [Fo | a span of three hours.



