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CIN zmﬁog OF "THE LATE gﬁmzéu e

One mwd the Mirza and 1 were mzasm in mo;@
silence on chairs v._;omm side by side in the verandah.

When T_msmm?t is of long msgsoz there- no
Jonger remains. any great necessity for oo:dﬂmgsosr
and it is quite possible for two. mﬁmcmw to mEo< mwow
other’s silence.

That ﬁSm just how it was with us. ém were both
lost in our own thoughts. . Heaven only knows what
the Mirza was thinking about, ?; I was tosgmssm.

_the unfairness of Fate.

In the distance, on %m road, mﬁﬂ% other 55;8

a Motor car was passing.. - LN

,_
My nagure is such that ﬁwmsﬁﬂmﬂ. T see anyone’s

motor car, I am sure to be éo::&. with the Eozmé.
of the unfairness of Fate, and T start to evolve sorme
plan_whereby the world’s -wealth shall be equally
divided up among all ‘men.

I Tam 3;:&&@ along the road, x:@ a motor car
.m__aﬂsm by, fills my lungs, brain, mSB@aF and spleen
with dust; as soon as I get home T take out the book

“on chemistry, which' I HS@ for my F. A, @Mm.EE@Sob.

and read it with the.e express olject of seeing whether
it will give me any cwauo:csos for Emfam bombs. :
For a time I kept on heaving sighs. The Mirza,

paid no attention. Tventually I broke the silence and

¢
turned to the Mirza, ‘ Mirza”, I said, “h what. is .the -
7
difference between us and the animals ! ? )
“] suppose there is one’’, he replied, bt H mow w

know.” §
“Shall T tell you ?”" T asked.

1. Lutf az&mm” wmumm@ﬁlmBsmmwumﬁ mpzumaum_ oo.ﬁmn.ﬁnm 9“‘

gaining.

w Add se: H.;E.&E " with grace; deportment; mn.aﬂpmo. ..

g

© "“Right ho !”” he replied. . 2

“There is no difference at all,” I said, “D’vou hear

what [ say Mirza? No- difference ‘at all between us
and the animals ! _

“At least there is no m&.m_.mnom vmﬁémms me and
Em animals !

“QOh ves, [ know that you are a great one for

m_uw:_sm hairs’ and you ﬁ:: say that animals chew
the cud . whereas [ don't; that they have tails while

I have not: but you can 't Qmmﬁom. anything from that

sort of mem:nmlaw@u only prove that animals are
more gifted m-mz [ am. There is one point, however,
on which we are both perfectly equal, and that is that
we both walk on our own feet. Now what do you
say to that? There is no answer of course. If you
have got any remark to make, then make it—stop—
hold your tongue!—you eannot say anything.
“Fromi the day I was born up to now I have
always walked on foot, on foot! you don’ t know what
that means, - , _
~ “What it means is to move over the face of the
earth in such a manner that one foot or the other is
always on the ground. That is to say, such has been
my method of moving from one place to another my
whole life long—I put one foot on the ground, and
lift up the other, then I put that one down, and lift
up the other—one in front and the other behind—one

behind and the other in front—I swear to God that"

from such a life one’s brain loses. the power of

2 nroso.rﬂlrosm*m genses are useless—imagination dies—
m_sm a man becomes worse than an.ass!”’

- During all this oration of mine the Mirza mizd
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went on puffing his cigarette unconcernedly till I felt 68

1. Note the Urdu idiom; #dg means unrivalled,
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inclined to burst into tears over the faithleséness o_m
triepds. I twned my face away from him with the
greatest contempt and hatred. It appeared to me
that he did not even believe what [ said; as though all.
my . troubles which- I bad deseribed to him é.ﬁ.m
“imaginary ; that is to say, that my complaint at Wm.ﬁwm.
. to walk on foot was not worth listening to, which
meant that T had no right to any form of aoﬁ,m%ﬁwom. ‘

~ “Right ho Mirza !”, I .said to myself, “you just .
see what I’ll do now ! o . R
T set my- teeth and lent over the arm of the chair.

closer to the Mirza. He turned round and faced me.

I smiled, but there was poison in my smile,

“When the Mirza was ready to listen to me I said

to him, emphasising every word’, “Mirza, Tam going
to buy a motor car.”’ I then looked in _._r.o‘ oﬂ.wﬂ
irection in an off-hand way. - =~

m:mm,ﬁwﬂmn did you m@%w.MQmWom the Mirza, “What
“are vou going to buy ?” - . .
69 * M,Ummn,n WEH rmmw. what T said ?” I asked, “I'm go-
ing to buy a motor ear, which is a sort &.ao%ﬁm%pmom
which. some people call a.‘motor ’, others a "car ; but
as %og are rather thick headed I used both ﬁou.,mm mw_
that you should have no difficulty in understanding.™
- “Hymph ! 7 said the Mirza. o . )
Now it was my turn, not the Mirza's to smoke 2
cigarette in a ..mm.EuJa manner. I raised my eyebrows,
and kept moving my cigarette hand up and down

from my mouth with such a sweep that it would have

been the envy of great actors. i}
After a while the Mirza said, “Humph ! .
I thought that my words had some effect on

;

1. Chabd chabdkar: chewing, masticating.

I replied.
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him, and that he was impressed!, but I wanted him fo
say something so that T could see how much he really
was impressed; but all he said was “Humph!”
“Mirza,” 1 said to him, “as far as I know you
have acquired a knowledge of two or three languages
at school, College, and at home; and besides that you
know several words which could never be used in
any school, College, or gentleman's family; and yet
the only reply that you will now vouchsafe to me
is ‘Hamph! :

“Mirza, youare consumed with envy, your present 70

mental state is what is called in Arabic ‘hasad’.”
“‘No, it's not that”, replied the Mirza, “I was
only wondering what you meant by buving. You
-gaid you were buying a motor car. Now, my dear
- fellow, buying is an action which necessitates money
and so on. Arranging for the ‘so on’ part of it may
be easy enough, but what are you going to do abont
the money ?"" ‘ . . s
.- This point had never struck me, but I didn’t lose
‘heart- and said, “Well, I can sell some of my valu-
ables.” L o _
“What, for example ?"’ asked the Mirza.
"‘Oh, I shall sell my cigarette case for one thing”.
“Good”, said he, “Well, that's ten annas, and if
you cau fix up for the remaining two and a half or
three thousand rupees in the same manner, it will
all be quite satisfactory.” S . _,
- After 'this a considerable pause in the conver-
sation was bound to ensue, 8o, fed =@ with " tha
Mirza, I held my peace. -
What I could not understand was where other

1 Rub. Literally: fear; awe. o
Note the form Mar‘db two lines further down.

71




72

50

cmoEm got their Eoug from. 1 wosmm_.@@ the &smmsow
and decided that they must steal it. - I derived moEm
sort of comfort from this idea.

“I've got an idea for you’, said ?m E:ﬁ? ‘get

a bieycle.” _
~ “That’s a ‘question of money too”, I msa :.nm.ﬁ
as much as the other.”
" “Batitis'a free osm_: he mvamE_.;mm
1 couldn’t make it out and said, :m,-.mmo H.Hoi m
that ?” ;
“You can look on it as ?om gratis and for coa:um )
he reiterated, * for to take money from a friend is the
height of bad form.

Emzm.ﬂ.

On such ooou.ism, when I’ Eso& my _mcmgmp..

sounds like a combination of the happiness of an
iinocent éhild, the radiant joy of youth, the music of
bubbling fountains, and the song of the nightingale.
So this was the manner in which I now laughed:
jndeed to such an extent that my mouth® QE uﬂ
regain its composure for a long time.
 When I was quite sure that there was no _Obmm_.
anry danger of heart failure as a result of the suddeness
of this unexpected good news, I asked ?E to ﬂroB
it (the bicycle) belonged." _

He replied that he had one _..ou which Wm no
woumme had any use’. _

“Oh say that again, say ; wqp_si I @BEE@@
him.

1. H@.S kd tdn: ﬁu,auowg the very same.

9. Rdchhen: the corners of the lips. waagm: wm&:g no &o

with launghter ; to laugh intensely.
3. Note the signification of Payi hat.

Of course, if you don’t wish:
to place %oE.mm:. EEE. an od:mmsg that is .Eo«wﬁ._

T
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“My dear fellow”, he replied
and what is mine is yours—you take it!”

I sweated all over with shame; in fact I was
covered with buckets of perspiration. Such disinte-
restedness and self-sacrifice’ has never been seen in
the fourteenth century?®

I moved my chair nearer the Mirza. 1 did not
know how to express my penitence and my thanks.

“Mirza”, I said, “first of all T want-to apologise
for the H.sgmsmmm, g:m&zm:mmmu and bad manners with

which . I have just treated you Qs::m our eonver-

sation. Secoudly ! would like to make a confession to
you today, and I hope that you will appreciate my

outspokenness, and also that you will forgive me out

of the kindness of your heart, I have always been
wont to look on you as a very low-bred, tight-fisted,
selfish, and knavish individnal; now don’t be annoyed,
for ‘man is prone to ery’; but today you have- proved
your good vw.mm%_sm. and friendly nature, and you
have succeeded ‘in impressing on me what a hateful,

‘narrow-minded, and ooEo:%EEm fellow I am. Please

forgive me!”

My eyes filled with tears—I i,:o@n kissed _&o

Mirza’s hand, and to :Hmm my tears H Em my head in
his lap:

But the Mirza said,
generous of me. I've got a bicycle, SF% does it
EmHSH whether T Em@.ﬁ or-you’?”

, “I've got a bicyele, -

:ﬁwo: I don’t call it 49.%:

H Isdr.

Literally : preferring ; honouring; giving some one &
gift one wants to keep for onaself.

9, 4. e. The XIV century of the Muhammadan era, which is

BmuSoummEﬁowrmnSmpmm&o nmbwﬁw & aﬂ_ mEHowm;S
and sin. . :

Note the-Urdu idiom.
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“pat I can’t take it free”, I protested, “ that is
impossible. ” - .
’ “Yes, that was just what I was afraid of,” mm:w..
the H,:_.Nmf ‘“you are so touchy that you won't pub
yourself under an obligation to .u.ﬁ%o.smu.éwﬁ.mmmm
Glod be my witness, there is no obligation in this at
all.” _ L Lied. st
“Well, however that may De, I replied, "j
tell me the exact price of it.”’ o .
The Mirza said, ‘“You distress me' when you -
talk “.:oocﬁ the price ; and besides, I ?smw A very .g.mm .
price for it, which, in its present condition, it is no

longer worth®.”

“How much did you pay for it ?7 I asked. .
“I paid a hundred and seventy five ud_@mmm..”wﬁ.
it”, he said, ‘‘but in those days bicycles were: still

quite rare, and that is 23« they were  rather oM,-.

pensive.” _ o |
“Ig it dreadfully old ?” I queried. :
“Oh no” he replied, “‘it’s not as old as all that.
My son used to go backwards and mo.ﬂ.é%.m.m to m.o,.zwmm
on it, and it is not quite two ua.m.s_m.uqm_u since e wﬂ
College.® Still T tell you that it is :.3 @ES.... H.m
a modern bicycle. Modern bicycles are made oL tim,
which the muddle-headed boys at the College ﬂoa.vw oM
as cheap and buy. The tramework of old fashione

bl
bicycles was always strong.’

“But Mirza, I shall never be able to pay a hund-

ved and seventy five rupees—where could I get s
much money from ? I can’t pay even half that mdmoc.b_r
tGood Lord, 1 am not asking the full price for

; . . BT .
1. Kdnton men ghasitnd: to drag through thorns; to distress

one with excessive attentions and compliments,

9. Note the Urdu expression.
8. Note the Urdu expression.

i
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it’.” sald rmu.., : ﬁ,‘mmm.z%, Hmob,ﬁimwno_u&ﬂm&:m
i . .

Eonmuﬂcz.»:::.r . . o .
“No, Mirza,” I objected, “you must take it, but

do it like this; I will put some rupees in.your’

pocket. Don’t you count them till you ‘get home.
‘It you are satisfied with the amount, send the bieyele
round tomorrow; otherwise return the mogey. Am [
to sit heye now and bargain with you®? Tt seems
rather mercenary somehow,” -

_ “Just as youlike, my boy,” said the Mirza, “what
I say is, do let the matter of the price and pice go,
though I know you won't hear of it.”

- T got up, went indoors, and reflected that people
usually sold second hand things for dalf price; but
when I had told the Mirza that I could not even pay
half the price for it, he had not objected. The @oow.
fellow actually told me to take it for nothing.

But how could I take it for nothing ® After all it

was a bicyele, a conveyance—which is classified with _

phaetons, horses, motors, and tongas. I opened my
box and found that all I had in the world® was forty-
six rupees, but forty-six rupces was not a suitable
sam; it ought to be either forty-five or m?%l.ﬁ}mor

looks well:* in any case it could not be fifty and if

I was going to pay fitty-five, well why not forty ?
. Besides figures with a nought at the end of them
are more imposing. So, be hanged to it, I would pay

forty, and Heaven grant the Mirza would accept it,

I came out, grasping the forty rupees tight in
my fist, and putting them into the Mirza’s pocket,
said to him, ¥ Now don’t look on 'this as the price of

o D M -

Note the Urdn expression.

Saudd chukdnd: to settle the price.
Hast-0-btid. . Persian: is and was.
Note the Urdu expression. -

®

6
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ghe bicycle, and if you do not consider it beneath you

to accept such an insignificant sum from m@cow friend
please have the bicycle sent round tomorrow.
The - Mirza made as though to leave, and I

repeated, “Mirza, be sure to have it sent early SE\OH- )
! ' .

row morning. ‘
Before wishing him good-bye, I added, By
eight or nine o’clock tomorrow Soy.zmsm,\mw%"aou:n_ |
be late with it ......... “good bye ... and look
here Mirza, remember what seems & small sum. to
you is a large oneé to me ..... ... good bye
many many thanks, 1 am most awfully ocrmm@ to
FOU ovenr-es do please forgive me for my rudeness.
£0 FOU wovenvres and look here, every now 4nd again,
¢ familiarity does breed ......... by eight or mine
o’clock tomorrow morning ... .. without fail ...
...... good bye!” The ‘Mirza replied, © Mind you
keep it clean, and have it oiled. Ifwy servant has
the time, T will get him to do it, otherwise you must
get it done yoursels” - ‘ o
- & Yes, yather 7, 1 ,9..59,: that will be alright.

Mind you send it ‘tomorrow—and look - here, .c%.
mwmdb_w or half past sevem ....... for sure ...
good bye!” : - :

That night, as’ I lav on my bed, I kept making
all sorts of ?.om.nm_ﬁﬁmm for trips on my bicyele.
I made up my mind that during the  next two ov
three days I would go and pay another visit to all
the famous historical buildings and ruins in the
5mwm.Euoﬁ,§oomm and after that, during the ﬁm%ﬁ .Uoﬂ
weatlir, I would, if possible, ride it to Kashroir and
such places. Every.day, first thing in the mormng,
1 would go for a ride to the canal; and, of an even-
ing, when ail the other wmoEo were disporting ».mea
selves on the Mall, I would roll smoothly, like an ivory

-

gtill lorking round my lips.
‘wanted to run off and throw my arms tound the

. - 55
balll along it shiny swrface. The ._.m%m of the set-
ting san would fall on the polished parts of the

machine, which ‘would glitter, and look just like a

swan flying along close to the ground.
© - The smile which I have referred to above was
Tjme and again I

‘Mirza's neck. I kept on praying Heaven in my
dreams that the Mirza would agree to give it to me.
Next morning I rose from my bed, and as soon
as I got up, the servant came in with the news that
the bicycle had come. R S
4 Ag early as this ?7 T ejaculated. :
Y Why, it came last night,” said the servant,
“ you were asleep, and I didn’t like to wake youy
and the Mirza's servant gave me this tool along

“with it for tightening the nuts.”

I could not make out why the Mirza had been
in such-a hurry to have the cycle.sent round, and
[ came_to the conclusion that he was very -géntle-

" manly and honest—he had received -the money for

the bicyele, so he could not keep it.

"1 told. the servant to leave the tfool where it
was, and to go and give the bievele 'a good. eleaning
with a cloth, and then to go to- the bicycle shop?

‘ at the corner and get some lubricating oil.

“ And look here “you rageal ”, T said,. ' where
on earth are you off to®? What I am telling you
is very important—yes, and get a tin of oil from

.the bicycle shop, and oil the machine in all the
places that have to be oiled—yes, apd tell the man.

o

T

. Gunbad is a misprint for m%m.

Bdisiklon wdld: the vulgar term for a bicycle shopkeepér,
. Note the Urdu expression. o -

% 10
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m@ B . e , T

at the bicyele shop not to give you coarse ms.@

~ecommon oil which will spoil all the machinery. The’
machinery of a bicycle is very delicate. )

Yes, and put ‘the bicyele outside : I'll dréss msg _
come- along in a HEE:P and then I'll go for a

short ride.
- Now mind you &oma it, m:m don’t Ec it noo

hard ; the paint on a bicycle comes off. e
. H simply gulped down my tea. In my Ummp I.

let myself “go’ and sang at the top of my voice,
“Come along with me to the jasmine garden.!”

‘Hmuwbmwmmmmm_wﬁauo _So%&m 8255% ﬁo&mmﬁ.
and went out. ‘ _

‘When 1 got into the verandah, leaning mmﬁmsma
it, I saw a contraption which looked like nothing
on éarth. I could not make out what it was. :

“* Good Lord, ﬁ&mﬁm that? " I asked, my servant.

“It’s a _Ha%orw Sir.” he replied.. . :

“ A bicyele ?" T asked, “ whose bicycle ! ¥

“ The Mirza Sahib sent it round won. %oF: he
H.mvrmm

“And ﬁ&.& _ua%vmumm to ﬁro one he sent _mmﬁ
night ? 7’

“ This is it,” he answered.

“Don’t talk rof,” I exclaimed,. :eer can’t be
the bicycle the Mirza mmE‘c sent last night.”

“Tt is,” he said,

“ Oh really.!”, and then T had a Hoow atit. I
mmWom. him why he had not cleaned 5 and he: told
me that he had done so two or three times.

“ Then why is it so dirty ? 7’ I.asked.:

He apparently -did not consider it vomgbm to

reply to this question.

:m.pqm%oﬁ g.o.:m&w?m oﬂ:H mmw& ,
“* Yes Sir.” : L

57

% Have you oiled it?

“T.ean’t find the holes into 5&55 one has fo

put the oil, Sir.”
K zﬁr% not 77 o
“ Well 8ir, the hubs are so covered in dirt and

7 rust that the holes are buried and covered up under
_ it all” .

- Slowly I approached? 9@.&5:@ which my ser-

vant called a bicycle, studied. the various parts of

the machine, and realised that it really was a bicycle.
However, from its general appearance it was obvious
that is had béen ip@m in times long before the era
of such modern in ventions as the plough, the Persian
wheel well, and the spinning wheel.
T turned the wheel round and round, and looked
for the wowm;:no which, in days gone by, oil had
dmm:,@:r_ it which was now closed to traffic.

My, fervant went on to tell me that the oil went

on alk :er and ran all over the place, but it m:,:v_%_

HQLE not go down- the hole.

““That doesn’t matter,” T said, * pour it over the

a top; that will be better than nothing.’

.. Eventually I. mounted the: bieycle, ,m:m when
I started to pedal it sounded as though some corpse
were cracking its bones, and ooEHsm to life mmgumﬁ

its will.
On leaving ﬁro house ﬂrm,m was a little d; of

down hill, down which the bicycle went on its
own, but at the same pace as pitch’ would flow,
and then various noises arose: from the different
parts of the machiné. These noises could be classi-
fied in groups.. .

_From under the saddle and the back wheel came

noises which sounded like cheen-chaan-choon, whereas

1 Zoﬁ@g.m. usé. of the verb dnd to facilitate narration.

81
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) . mm

the mud-guards made a sort of khat-khar-khar-kharar.
The chain and pedals made a sort of char-charrakh-
char-charrikh. The chain was rather loose, and when
T put any pressure on the pedals, the chain seemed to
stretch :mm:. which would make it tight; then it
made a char-char noise, and became loose again._
The back wheel, as well as going round, ‘wobbled
a bit, that is to say, in. the first place it éoi for-
wards, then besides that, it kept moving from Emwn
to left and left to right; and so the track made onm
the road might have been that of the reeling of a

drinken snaké. Mud-guards there were to be sure,”

but they were not exactly over the wheels, and the
only use of them appeared to be, that if one were
going north; and the sun were setting in the west,
the . tyres %oc_g be mrm&,mm from _Em sun. by the
E:mm_&ﬁ.mm

“[here was a big _@;now on Em front tyre, the
result of ‘which was that there was a momentary

- bump upwards in every revolution of the wheel, and

my head was jerked back as though some uiiseen
agency were.continually punching me under the chin,
The ooEcEmm motion of the front and back
wheels produced a noise which sounded like choon<
choon-phat, choon-choon-phat, choon- orocuéwﬁ

When going down hill, and the bieycle épu_

moving faster, it ?.omzomm something of the effect of
an earthquake; and several parts of the machine;
which had wzraﬁo been asleep, awoke and added
their voices to the vest! The @moEm all around
started, and mothers pressed their childfen to their

breasts. Through the kharar-kharar-kharar and @Eﬁm .
@Hmﬁuoﬁ from it, moﬁummg Eo &@dw:um of go ﬁ%omwmr

1. Goyd. Persian: verbal noun of guftan—speaking,; ﬁp_wmum.,.

-
i ‘

59
>m ‘the bicycle was now going a bit faster, the oroo?
" choon-phat, chéon-choon-phat, noise changed .into a .
sort of chachoon-phat, chachoon-phat, chachoon phat.
" Indeed the whole bicycle seemed to be E@mma:m 84
the conjugations and declensions of one of the more
obstruse' languages of Africa.

The delicate nature of the bicyele found the
increased pace difficult to‘cope with, and so, all of a
sudden, two® changes took place. -

To start off with the handle bars turned round
to one side ; the result of which was that although I
was going straight forward® my whole body was
turned round to the right.

Besides thig, the saddle suddenly sank down
gome six inches, so when my legs were going up
and down working the pedals, my knees kept on
knocking against my chin, whilst my. back was bent

"double and arched out; and, from the antics of the

back wheel my head kept on jerking up -and down.
‘The saddle sinking down made it- unbearable,
and I thought that I had better put things right.
So I stopped the machine and got off. As'soon as
the bicycle stopped it seemed as though a great
calm had spread over the earth, and T felt as though -
I bad just come out of a Railway Station.’ I took

“the tool out of my pocket and put the saddle up,

straightened up the rmwm:m Uﬁ.m a bit, and then got
on once more.

I had not moro terr yards ﬁ&ﬁ: all % a sudden, 85

the handle bars sank down once again to such an
extent that the saddle was quite a foot above them.

.

1. h&amm more or most subtle; mﬂgmoﬁ &umﬂﬁmm

"2 Wuh is a misprint for do.’

3. Note the form of dw@ qomo in Main jd to sdmne .~8 rahd t@a
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My \érog body was thrown moﬁ_ﬁmﬂ.ﬁ.b:@ its &ro_m

weight, was supported by my hands, - which were

placed on the handle bars, and .ﬂmﬂ.m.um_.wmm._tw and

down all the time. . L
. Just-try and picture me, and you will realise

that from a distance I must have looked Jike a woman -

kneading flour,

1 was acutely CONSCIOUS. of this resemblance, .

and in consequence beads of sweat broke out on my.
brow. -1 cast sidelong glances® at. the people on
Loth sides, although they all furned round to liave
a look at me from a wile off; and there was noi ome
of them for whom my unhappy plight was not a
cause of great hilarity.” o N

The handle bars had already® sunk;down, mmm
in a few moments the. saddle slipped dewn .again,
and my whole form subsided mmﬁ._.cw%g.m”m.“ A mﬁ.w.mﬁ_
boy ecried out, ¢ Just look at 'im ! What's 'e a-doing
of? ", and apparently the young wretch thought

“that T was performing some sort of trick.

"1 got off, and again put up the haundle bars and
the saddle. : o R
But after a little, one or the other was. sure to
glip down again; and moments whén my hands
and body were Jevel and at the same altitude were

fow and far petween ; and even then I was won-"

dering whether the seat or the handle bars would
collapse first. So I cowld not sit dowhn without ap-

prehension’ and raised myself a little above the

saddle, but this brought all my weight on the handle

1. Kankhi: the corner of the eyes. - o
w. N@&ﬁ?@-ﬁagﬁ. An entertainment for the nature or tempe-
7 rament. N . .
-3. Note the force of ?n.@ﬁﬂ&o ht.
4. Ni-dar: fearless. :

poke your nose into my affairs™”

B1

_ bars and forced them m.o.ﬂs. : -

By the time I had gone two miles, and the see-
saw! motion had become more or less regular, I

decided that I ought to go and have the screws

tightened by a smith, and: so took the machine off
to a shops - All the men working in the shop looked
up at me when  they heard the bicycle rattle up.
I pulled myself together and ‘asked them if they
would kindly mend it. - -

One of théem, who had an iron bar in his hand,

came up, and unsympathelically banged the various -

-parts of the machine and examined it. It appeared
that he soon made up his mind what Was wrong
with it, but still he asked me which parts of the
machine I wished to have repaired.
“How rude you are”, I replied, “Can’t you
‘see that all that is necessary is to raise the handle
bars and saddlé a little and tighten them up. Now
please get a move on,-put them right, and let me
know how many coppers I owe youw” . :
" “PBut how about the mudguards?” the work-
man replied, ‘“ Hadn't I better repair them?”’ .
I agreed that he should. - .
“If you want to make a good job of it,” he
added, * you had better have the rest of it put right.”
“Very well!” T assented. | .

“T can't do it in a moment,” he said, “ It is

. about a fortnight’s work. Please leave it here.” -

“’And how much will it all come to ?”

 Oh; only about thirty or forty rupees!”

“Thank you very much,” I replied, “just do
what I have asked you to, and, for the rest, don’t

The EE &o bars

.1, Uprd tale : Up and down ; switchback; see-saw.

2. Note the Urdn expression,
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and saddle were soon raised and serewed up. 1 was
about to leave the shop, when the man told me that

“he had tightened the screws up, but that they had

worn smooth, and that they would soon work loose

‘again. o

t LY

you have taken tWO annas for nothing!” =~ 7~ .

doesn’t it n o ...YLalloo!” he called to one of the
assistants,
Sahib’ brought here Jast year for us fo gell ® . You
know it, don’t you? Centuries have passed but this
bicyele’s sins have not yet obtained absolution®”

“Rot,” 1 exclaimed, the Mirza's son’ used to
side it to and from College every day,:and he has
only just left the College, not. two years ago. at any
rate.” o S .
“ Just so,” said the workman, “hut the Mirza

studying at the College.”, S
1 felt rather dashed on hearing this. I took the
bicycle with me and walked off slowly: but walking
was rather a diffienit jobo . - . o :
'Riding this picycle had brought mmuscles into
play which would never be used on an ordinary
riachine; hence I had aches and pains in my legs,
shoulders, back and arms. I could not help suspect-
ing® the Mirza, a_uo:m&g strove to put this idea out
of my head or I should have gone mad, and in my

1. Note the Urdu eEpression. . L . .
9, This meaus the bicyele is still being used and has not. been

allowed to dié in peace.

<o

Note the use of the plural for respech. - )
4, Note the Urdu expression. L . o,

TUPDamn you, you scoundrell!” I exclaimed, Hs0

“well Sir, and you Bﬁm,.a have got the wwo%o_.@ m..oH..
nothing too; it belongs to your friend the Mirza Sahib,

“sp't this the bicycle which the Mirza

Szhib had this. self same bicyele when he himself was.

o e
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madness my first act would have been to hold a meet-
ing in front of the Mirza's house in the bazaar at
which I would have made a long speech about the
Mirza's fraud, dishonesty, and deception. E
And I would have let all mankind and future
Mmsoﬁpﬁmocm_wboé all about the Mirza's evil nature.
Following ‘the speech.. I would have lit a funeral
‘pyre! and burnt myselt alive. _ _
However, 1 thought it would be better for me to
sell the bicycle for anything it would fetch * and make
" the best of a bad job® and be hanged to the loss of
“ten or fifteen rupees......at any vate I shouldn’t lose
the whole forty I had spent on it _
. Theré was another bicyecle shop on the road, fo
which Iwent. . :
The shopKeeper came up to me; but I felt as if
there were a lock on my tongue. * Never before had
"I had to sell anything.’ : B
T did not even kiow what sort of remarks people-
made on such occasions. At long last, and after much
. thought and deep cogitation, I managed to blurt out,
~ “This is & bicyele!” - o o
_ “Tg that so? Well?” asked th
“Tike to take it?" - ,.
“What are you getting at ?"
“Qelling® it, L am.” ~  * o
The shopkeeper looked at me in such & Way that
1 felt sure he thought 1 had stolen it. He looked at.
the bicyecle, then at me, and agdin at the bicyele; it
appeared that he could not make up his mind which

mdowwgﬁ.oﬁ

1, Chitd—A funeral pyre, & pile of wood on which a Hindu
- corpse is burnt. . o ‘ |
9. Note the Urdu gxpression. : .
3. Wotd the Urdu exgpression.
"4, Pechteiz a misprint for bechte.
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" he were smelling it. -
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was I and which the bicycle. At last he exclaimed
*What will you do when you have sold it ? 77

Heaven only knows how such a question should
be answered, but I asked him if he meant how I
should spend the money I got for it. “Yes, I know
all about that,” he replied, “And what would @s%-
body do with it who bought it?” S

“(et.on it,” I said, “What élse?” .

“Oh, I see: and then b : ,

“What do you mean _u% mBQ %mb
“He will ride it, of course.”

H mmw&

“Oh, will he'! 1 said the msoww@mﬁmﬁ :mmamu Khuda -

Bux, come _pmﬂ.mlnahm bicycle has come here to be
sold.” , :

Khuda Bux looked at the bicycle from a distance asif
Then they discussed the matter
between themselves, and finally the one whose name
was not Khuda Bux came and asked me if I H.omb%
did intend mmﬁwbq it.

“Of course,” I replied, “You don’t imagine that -

I’ve.made the whole vain up, and have merely come
here in order to be able to boast of EZE@ HSQ a

- conversation with you, do you?”

“What will you take for it ?” he asked.

“Well, you make a bid,” said L

“Shall- I tell you s&mﬁ I really think? ?” he asked.

“Yes.!

Again he asked, :érﬁ the whole truth?”

“Now are you going to make a bid?" I mmw@m
“or are you merely tantalising me?”

“T'll give you three rupees for P: he said.

My blood boiled, and my hands, feet mum.ﬁ@w :

trembled with rage. “Oh you ill bred artisans” I

eried. “who fill your stomachs _u% manuél labour; T .

The- mobamsmb who rejoiced in ﬂrm name of
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don’t mind your baving insulted me, but till the Day

of Judgement ¥ will nevér be able to forgive you the

~evil you have done this dumb thing by your stupid

words.”

I then mounted my bicycle and rode away head--

leng.

I couldn’t have gone twenty paces when it seem-
ed to me as if the ground-suddenly got up and hit
me ; the sky came off my head and went over between
my HQO and the UE_QEm.m all round orm:mom their
ﬁoﬂn_os?

When I came to, T found myself sitting on the
ground in such a patural and unrehearsed manner
that it appeared as if T had that day accomplished
something T had been longing to do for ages. Some
people had collected round, most of whom were
laughing.. In front of me was the shop where I had
just cut short that fruitless conversation; I looked
around me and saw that the front wheel of my bicyele

‘had c¢ome off and had rolled away to the other side
.of the street.

The rest of it was lying near me.
. I quickly pulled "myself together, caught hold
of the errant wheel with one hand, and holding the

‘vemainder in the other, walked off,

This action was entirely involantary, for God
knows' I had never heen so attached to the thing that
I should wish to walk about holding it in my atms.
As 1 went off carrying the whole caboodle, T wondered
what I was doing® where I was going, what [ was
going to do, and why [ was carrying the two wheels.

There was but one answer to all these questions,

_H. Hdshd wa kalld : Arabic—hishd, literally God forbid ; 1

it not be ete. - Kalld, literally, certainly not.
2 Zog the use of the oratio recta to express the sequence of
&mm.m EEor eome ibto hig head in his dazed condition.
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which was “We will see, but the first thing is to get.
away from here. Everybody is looking at you, hold
your head up and keep on the move. Let those who
are laughing at you laugh. . S
- Stupid people like these are to be found in every
nation and country. After all, what has bappened ?
94 Merely an accident, 1 musn’t look to right or left, but
,  must keep on the move!" 1 heard the rude. remarks
people were making about me. One of them said,
“Now Sir, just control your bad temper' and be-done
with it!” : o : R

~ Another gentleman called ouf, “You beastly

bieyete, 11l give you what for when we get home !’

A father was leading his beloved offspring along
by the fingers, and pointing towards me, exclaimed,
“Did you see that, my boy? That is the sort of
bicycle they use in acircus; both the wheels take off.”

~ But on I went, and after a while left human
habitation far behind me. Then at last some fixity
of purpose’ came into my gait. My mind, which for
some. hours past had been on the horns of a dilemma,
now felt much quieter. . :

On and on I went, until I reached the river, and
when on the bridge threw both wheels, one after the
other into the river as uneoncernedly as one wonld
drop letters into a pillar-box ; and then started back
to the City. : . :

[ went straight to the Mirza's house, and knocked
at the door, “Come inl” called the Mirza.

95 “Would you be so good as to come out yourself
please,”’ said I, “How can I enter the house of a Saint,
and such a holy one ag you are without first having

"performed ablutions ?"” ‘

\\‘\l‘.

1. Note the Urdu expression.

9. ‘Azfinat: Literally undertaking ; resolution ; moﬂm.wBEmaoP i ,
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r. me came oﬁr. and I ?.mmoimm.EE with the- 8&
w M he had so graciously bestowed on me for
w%ﬁ ing along with the bieyele, saying, “I hope |
irza, that you will be keen on having this tool; mom
I have now 'no further need for it.” T
When I got home, I startec di |
. ‘ted reading the b
on Chemistry again Ewmor Ih ea or
@M.pEmumao? { ad read for my F.A.

~




